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The International Pastors
& Leadership Conf. set;
MegaFest comes in Aug. 

By The Mid-South
GOSPEL Tribune Staff

It is self-explanatory that ‘lead-
ership’ is the main commodity
of Bishop T.D. Jakes Presents
the International Pastors &
Leadership Conference, set for
April 30-May 2 in Orlando,
Florida. For more information
and full schedule, visit
www.pastorsandleaders.org or
www.tdjakes.org or call or call
1-800-BISHOP2 (1-800-247-
4672). 

Each year this event grows
exponentially not only because

ATLANTA, March 2, 2015
/PRNewswire/ -- On Friday,
May 8th, 2015, the first annual
NATIONAL SAVE OUR
DAUGHTERS NIGHT will take
place across the country. On this
evening, various partners from
education, faith-based, national
and local nonprofits, individu-
als, families and community
members are organizing to
encourage fathers to find ways
to spend more quality time with
their daughters and to model
healthy behaviors for them.
According to Kenneth Braswell,
Executive Director of Fathers
Incorporated, "We've come to
learn that quality time with our
children is more valuable to
their wellbeing than our money.
With the recent devastating
events around the country
involving black boys and men
we have to remember not to lose
focus that it is equally important
to invest our time and resources
into issues concerning our girls."
The official website was
launched on Monday, March
2nd at noon at www.saveour-
daughtersnight.com. The web-
site will include a complete
schedule of events and partners,
resources and information
(activity guide) to help the pub-
lic plan events and activities.
Fathers Incorporated has
planned several highlighted

 
Kim Cross. See Books page 12

of its religion component which
is obviously geared to pastors
and to those serving in some
leadership capacity in the
church, but because it has
expanded into the secular. The
International Pastors &
Leadership Conference
(IP&LC) is now a platform for
those serving in the capacity of
leaders in corporations, small
businesses, mid-sized business-
es, community and civic organi-
zations. Even if you think you
want to be a David and take on
giants, you might realize that
you need training for the task
whether you want it in the area
of religion or secular or both.

IP&LC is quickly becoming rec-
ognized as the conference where
the novice leader and the veteran
leader can hone his or her skills
or get more exposure to a 21st
Century world which has
become smaller through tech-
nology.  IP&LC has on its agen-
da seminars dealing exclusively
with developing social media,
marketing, branding, and other
technological skills. It is also a
place to network.
One of the biggest names on the
schedule which transcends both
secular and religion is that of
John C. Maxwell, the New York
Times best-selling author and
long-time motivational speaker.

As testament to Maxwell’s mass
appeal in bridging religion and
secular is the fact that he
received the 2014 Mother Teresa
Prize for Global Peace and
Leadership from the Luminary
Leadership Network and contin-
ues to have extensive invitations
to speak at Fortune 500 compa-
nies. (See more in this MSGT
edition in Books.)

Naturally, Bishop T.D. Jakes
himself is recognized as a leader
in both the religion and secular
worlds. His best-selling books,
full-capacity seminars, lectures
and sermons have crisscrossed
on church and business

What's
wrong
with

having 
a

‘Blessed’
day?

By Dr. James L. Snyder
Special to 

The Mid-South GOSPEL
Tribune

This week I heard of a place that
always greeted people with,
"Have a blessed day." I have
heard that addressed to me and I
have said it back many times.
On the surface, this looks like a
very wonderful, encouraging
and positive thing to do and I am
all for it. I want everybody to
have a blessed day.
Yet, according to the news (and
they never get anything wrong!),
a certain organization was

Fathers Incorporated launches its
National Save Our Daughters Night

events to include:
•Beyond Silence and Violence
Brief and Webinar – March
23rd. Fathers Incorporated is
releasing its brief entitled
"Beyond Silence and Violence:
Engaging Men in Advocacy
Against and Prevention of
Domestic Violence," co-written
by Dr. Stacey Bouchet.
"Fatherhood programs can lead
and engage in multiple
approaches to violence reduc-
tion because they have unique
access to men in the larger com-
munity, which creates an oppor-
tunity to engage, inform, and

educate them through primary
prevention efforts before pat-
terns of violence and control are
established. These efforts can
decrease community violence as
well."
•National Prayer Call – May 7th,
7am with Pastor Debra Morton,
Pastor Christina Staton, Chris
Broussard and Fred Hammond.
•Daddy Daughter Dance – May
8th in Atlanta (Dunwoody) GA
at the Crowne Plaza.
•The Black Bar BlogtalkRadio
Series w/ host Kenneth Braswell
– "Dialog About Daughters"
Every Monday at 7pm begin-

ning March 10th at
www.blogtalkradio.com/the-
blackbar. Special guests include:
Dr. Jawanza Kujunfu, Dr. Jeff
Gardere, Dr. Janet Taylor,
Meshelle "Indie Mom" Shields,
Lisa "Lee" Counts, Nisa
Muhammad, Rachel Vassel,
Toni Blackman and others.
The campaign coincides with
the successful national activities
surrounding Save Our Sons

Please see page 2

Out to Pastor

Please see page 2

“Objecting to certain
words is, in some people's
thinking (if you can call it
thinking), more important
than dealing with crime
throughout our country.
For some people it is okay
that the crime rate is ris-
ing, just do not use certain
words or phrases.”

threatened with a lawsuit if they
did not stop saying the word
"blessed."
At first, I thought I was watch-

ing an old Three Stooges clip
and started to laugh, but then I
realized it was a part of the
news. They were serious.
As the Gracious Mistress of the
Parsonage and I were listening
to this news story we both came
to the same agreement. Believe
me, that is not an easy thing to
do. If I had a good memory, I
might think of several times in
which this has happened, but
right now, I cannot think of any. 
Maybe things are changing for
me.
Both of us were a little confused
by this action. We talked among
ourselves while the story was
developing and we were trying
to find out what part of "Have a
blessed day," was harmful or
objectionable. I was reminded of
the old saying, "Sticks and
stones..." I was at the point
where I was looking around for
some sticks and stones.
It seems to me, too many people
do not have enough to do so they
have to come up with something
and this is it. Complaining about
certain words as if it was impor-
tant.
Objecting to certain words is, in
some people's thinking (if you
can call it thinking), more
important than dealing with
crime throughout our country.
For some people it is okay that
the crime rate is rising, just do
not use certain words or phrases.
For some reason, some people

associate the word "blessed"

“It's hard to LET GO of people
that have been in our lives for a
long time. LET Him strengthen
us to go on with our lives...”

Read more from Minister
Sherry Lewis on page 3

Black minds also matter; Time
to focus on low-income youth

By Brian L. Pauling
Special to

The Mid-South GOSPEL
Tribune, 

The Mid-South Tribune
and the 

Black Information Highway

I am saddened and frustrated
every time I hear about the aca-
demic achievement gulf that
exists between Black students
and their White classmates in
our nation’s public schools.
Saddened because I know that,

“That’s why 100 Black
Men of America, Inc.
(‘The 100’) is issuing a
clarion call to all
Americans who share our
concern about the fate of
our children and commu-
nities and asking them to
raise their voices with
ours to bring attention to
one of the most critical
civil rights issues of our
time: education equity.”

without a quality education, the
future for these children is
bleak; frustrated because, if we
don’t do something now, we will
continue to fail these children in
a way that will cause irreparable
harm to them, their families
(both current and future), our
communities and the world.
That’s why 100 Black Men of

America, Inc. (“The 100”) is
issuing a clarion call to all
Americans who share our con-
cern about the fate of our chil-
dren and communities and ask-

ing them to raise their voices
with ours to bring attention to
one of the most critical civil
rights issues of our time: educa-
tion equity. The reason is as
clear-cut as it is troubling: Far
too many low-income and Black
youth are languishing in failing
schools. This places them at a
severe disadvantage in achiev-
ing their full potential, becom-
ing leaders in their communities
and competing in a global econ-

Please see page 2

Target date is May 8th

Please see page 9

See Lionel Ntasano’s book
on page 11

Taraji P. Henson. See page 5
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omy. No child’s future should be
determined by their color, eco-
nomic status or zip code. To The
100’s network of more than 100
chapters around the world, this
is appalling and unacceptable!
We need organizations and car-
ing adults to join us in a collec-
tive effort for systemic and sus-
tainable education reform.

The 100’s 50-year history of
mentoring African American
youth has given us a unique per-
spective on what is and isn’t
working in many of the nation’s
public schools through the expe-
riences of the young people we
serve. Although the high school
dropout rate is improving, it still
is not where it should be. It is
also disturbing that, of those
African American youth who do
successfully graduate high
school, far too many are woeful-
ly unprepared for freshman-
level college coursework. As a
result, they are required to com-
plete remedial classes as a pre-
requisite for acceptance into
post-secondary institutions.
Some find themselves so far
behind that it seems impossible
to catch up. Not only does this
situation shatter their self-
esteem, but it also suffocates
their desire to even try. Rather
than face the humiliation of try-
ing to catch up to their peers,
some simply give up and drop
out.
While there is no silver bullet or
quick fix to these problems, we
believe the journey toward solu-
tions begins with creating high-
performing schools. Schools, for
example, that promote high stu-
dent expectations and achieve-
ment, insist on teacher accounta-
bility through regular evalua-
tions and encourage innovation
among principals and other
school leaders.
The 100 has been a longtime

supporter of traditional public
schools, where most of the youth
we serve attend. While each of
our chapters is deeply rooted
and involved in their communi-
ties, true education reform
requires a collective effort from
like-minded organizations and
individuals. To that end, in
October during The 100’s
Education Summit in
Washington, D.C., our members
from across the country met
with leaders from several non-
profit, education and civil rights
organizations to explore ways to
collaborate, mobilize and advo-
cate for action that leads to pos-
itive, tangible and lasting

Editor’s note: Below the state-
ment by President Clinton and
Secretary Clinton on the Passing
of Rev. Theodore Hesburgh was
released on February 27, 2015.

Hillary and I mourn the passing
and celebrate the remarkable life
of Father Hesburgh. His brilliant
stewardship of Notre Dame pro-
duced generations of leaders and
scholars whose hearts and minds
were shaped by his example.
Hillary and I were proud to call

Fathers and daughters 
from front page
night earlier this month. Over
100 organizations in 60 cities
participated in events and activi-
ties geared toward father and
son relationships. "We are excit-
ed to place our focus on the rela-
tionship between fathers and
their daughters. This campaign
is expecting a much larger par-

What’s wrong with
having a ‘Blessed’ day?
from front page
with some kind of a religious
connotation. After all, that word
is used in the Bible many times.
So, for some reason, this word is
objectionable.
I was trying to figure out what

part of "blessed" was harmful
and objectionable. Obviously,
the people objecting to the
phrase do not know too much
about the English language.
One of the definitions of blessed
is, "blissfully happy or content-
ed." Who doesn't want to be
blissfully happy or contented?

My solution was to use the
word "great." Everybody would
be greeted with, "Have a great
day." I thought this was a good
way to greet people, but then my
wife brought in another objec-
tion.
"They can't use the word great,"
she said rather soberly, "because
that word is also in the Bible and
usually associated with God."
She was right. The word "great"
is usually associated with God in
the sense that we have a "Great
God." There is just no way some
people will use a word that is in
any way associated with the
Bible or with God and I am not
sure why.
I have another phrase that could
be used in place of "blessed."
Why not tell people to have a
good day? After all, is that not
the objective every day to have a
good day? What is wrong with
good?
But then, the word "good" is

another religious word and it is
also found in the Bible. So, good
has become offensive to people
because of its association with
the Bible. At this point, I got into
a little trouble with my wife. Of
course, that is not something
new for me. If trouble is not my
middle name, it is at least my
destination.

"Why not," I said quite cau-
tiously to my wife, "tell people
to have a cursed day! After all, if
they do not want to have a
blessed day what else is there?"
Well, did I get the lecture to end
all lectures. I cannot repeat the
lecture because there is not
enough space in all of the news-
papers in America to handle it.
Let me just say, I will never
repeat that again.
Once the heat settled down and

the room got quiet, my wife said
something very thoughtful.
"Why are people so terrified of
the Bible?"
She hit it that time. The most

amazing thing to me are people
who do not believe the Bible are
deathly afraid of the Bible.
People who do not believe in
God are deathly afraid of even
the word God or a symbol asso-
ciated with God.

Some people are really
obsessed with God. They see a
cross and think of God. They see
two hands folded together and
they think of God. They hear
certain words and they think of
God.
They see someone pray and are

deathly afraid in spite of the fact
that they say there is no God and
so who in the world do they
think they are they praying to?
The answer is quite simple.
There is something deep inside
everybody that believes in God.
My advice is, quit fighting and
get to know this God you are so
afraid of, He is really great.

David understood this quite
well when he wrote, "Blessed be
the LORD God of Israel from
everlasting, and to everlasting.
Amen, and Amen" (Psalms
41:13).
So, whoever you are, I say with-
out any apologies whatsoever,
"Have a blessed day."

***

Rev. James L. Snyder is pastor
of the Family of God
Fellowship, PO Box 831313,
Ocala, FL 34483. He lives with
his wife, Martha, in Silver
Springs Shores. Call him at 1-
866-552-2543 or e-mailjamess-
nyder2@att.net or website
www.jamessnyderministries.com
.

“I was trying to figure out
what part of "blessed" was
harmful and objection-
able. Obviously, the peo-
ple objecting to the phrase
do not know too much
about the English lan-
guage. One of the defini-
tions of blessed is, "bliss-
fully happy or contented."
Who doesn't want to be
blissfully happy or con-
tented?”

Statement from Bill Clinton on the
death of Rev. Theodore Hesburg

him friend and counselor, and I
was honored to present his
Congressional Gold Medal. We
will always remember his great
sense of humor and his dauntless
faith, his staunch advocacy for
civil rights and a peaceful plan-
et, and his lifelong commitment
to public service. His entire life
was a constant reminder of our
common humanity. Our prayers
are with his family, the Notre
Dame family, and his legion of
friends throughout the world.

Black minds also matter
from front page

change. During our discussions,
areas of agreement included
advocating for public school
education options for parents
and their children. Our youth
should not be doomed to 12
years – between kindergarten
and senior year – of academic
failure. We will remain commit-
ted to supporting those public
schools that are high-performers
and able to demonstrate excep-
tional and measurable academic
outcomes for our children – or
those that are executing a plan to
successfully reach that goal.
When traditional public schools
fail to perform at high levels, our
organization supports education-
al alternatives, including suc-
cessful nonprofit charter
schools. We also need to encour-
age nonprofit public charters
and traditional public schools to
collaborate and share best prac-
tices that have proven to be suc-
cessful in educating low-income
and Black children. 

No matter which type of
schools parents and guardians
ultimately decide are best for
their children, all public schools
– particularly those in African
American and economically dis-
advantaged communities – must
be high-performing, evidence-
based institutions of learning
where children are prepared to
advance successfully to the next
grade level, graduate from high
school and progress seamlessly
into college and career. The time
is now – before another child’s
future is lost – to raise our col-
lective voices in advocacy and
take action so that high-perform-
ing public schools in our com-
munities become the norm
rather than the exception. While
this task may seem daunting, our
children’s futures, quality of life
and, in some cases, their very
lives are at stake. As we contin-
ue to mobilize and boldly
declare that “Black Lives
Matter,” I submit that we must
also affirm through immediate
community engagement that
Black Minds Matter, too.
Collectively, we can help ensure
that our children get the educa-
tion – and the future – they right-
fully deserve.

Brian L. Pauling is national
president of 100 Black Men of
America, Inc. This op/ed piece is
also on the Editorial and Op/Ed
lanes on The Mid-South Tribune
and Black Information Highway
at www.blackinformationhigh-
way.com 

Read more opinions on pages 7 and 8 of this 
MSGT edition.

And see more videos and news on the Religion lane
on 

The Mid-South Tribune 
and the 

Black Information Highway at 

www.blackinformation.com.
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On March 25, 2015, following ceremonies marking the
50th anniversary of the Selma March ending at the
Montgomery statehouse, Peggy Wallace Kennedy, daugh-
ter of Gov. George Wallace, who famously worked to pre-
serve segregation, prays with leaders of The Reconciled
Church. Left to right: Bishop Kyle Searcy of Fresh
Anointing Church in Montgomery; Jim Liske, president of
Prison Fellowship; Bishop Harry Jackson, The Reconciled
Church founder (and senior pastor of Hope Christian
Church near Washington, D.C.); and Bishop J. Alan Neal
of the International Communion of Evangelical Churches.

MONTGOMERY, Ala. –  March
26, 2016 -- Fifty years after the
march from Selma ended with
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s speech
from a flatbed truck—there to
bar him from the capitol steps—
the then-governor’s daughter,
now Peggy Wallace Kennedy,
prayed on those steps with lead-
ers of The Reconciled Church
(TRC), a multiracial and non-
denominational movement to
restore Civil Rights through
changed lives. 

On March 25, ceremonies
marking the 50 anniversary of
the Selma March to Alabama’s
state capital, Bishop Harry
Jackson, a founder of the TRC
movement—standing with
Prison Fellowship President Jim
Liske, Bishop Kyle Searcy of
Montgomery’s Fresh Anointing
Church, and Bishop J. Alan Neal
of the International
Communication of Evangelical
Churches—prayed for Mrs.
Kennedy.
At age 13,  in June 1963, Peggy
Wallace watched on TV as her
father barred the University of
Alabama doors to black stu-
dents. The spirit of Governor
Wallace’s later reconciliation
with the same black students
echoed in TRC’s three
Montgomery events on March
25. In the morning two panels of
experts broached the bookends
of prison reduction—youth
empowerment and criminal jus-
tice reform. That night Bishop
Kyle Searcy’s Fresh Anointing
church overflowed with a city-
wide service.
“Then and now, the soul of Civil
Rights is the Church because the
law can only change the rules,”
Bishop Jackson said. “Changed
lives happens through unity,
action and prayer—concentrated
in seven ‘bridges to peace’ to
influence programs and people
across the U.S. through a wide
network of best practices.”
Seven-Point National Program
In its first national meeting in

January 2015, The Reconciled
Church set Seven Bridges to
Peace: prayer, civic engagement,
youth empowerment, communi-
ty outreach and service, mar-
riage and family, criminal jus-
tice, and economic develop-
ment.
“Our jails and prisons hold 2.3

million adults and we spend
some $80.5 billion a year to
keep them there,” Jackson said.
“The U.S. is 5 percent of the
world population and has 25
percent of its prisoners. It’s time
to turn the car around.”
“For 40 years we’ve asked how

ticipation sign-up," says
Braswell.
If you would like to join this

national movement, visit
www.saveourdaughtersnight.co
m for further information and to
be listed as a partnering organi-
zation.

See Billboard Music Awards nominations in Best
Christian category on the Music lane on the Black

Information Highway at
www.blackinformationhighway.com

Welcome, Travelers!

to get bad people from our
neighborhood. It’s time to ask,
‘How do we bring good people
home?’” said panelist Liske,
whose organization, Prison
Fellowship, restores families
through faith-based reentry pro-
grams.

Montgomery’s 15th Circuit
Court Judge Johnny Hardwick
drove home the problem. “Once
you get out of prison you’re
never free from prison,” he said
of released prisoners’ long-term
restrictions. Hardwick advocates
a federation of prison ministries
to accelerate the path from
prison to fruitful life, asking,
“Why suffer a civil death for a
mistake you made when you
were 19?”
Montgomery’s Searcy, mean-
while, is driving funds for a new
state-of-the-art Youth City, a
comprehensive and model cen-
ter to prepare all kids for all of
life and “keep them out of the
system.”
Civil Rights History Still Being

Written
The Reconciled Church is a

multiracial, non-denominational
movement of congregations
united to restore communities
and the people in them. Bishop
Harry Jackson, with Bishop T.D.
Jakes and evangelist James
Robison, assembled the first
meeting of movement leaders--
including Bernice King and
Andrew Young--in Dallas this
January. Leaders representing
more than 40 million Christians
signed a reconciliation
covenant, and committed to
immediate action to heal the
racial divide in the U.S.
“In the wake of the Ferguson
and New York City deaths, a
solution to national racial ten-
sion must transcend government
action alone. We must rekindle
King’s Dream of fairness and
justice for all--black, white and
brown; rich and poor; educated
and uneducated,” Jackson said.
The first Reconciled Church
meeting at T.D.Jakes’ Potter’s
House church in Dallas included
private prayer and information-
sharing with Christian leaders
and a panel discussion on best
practices for racial reconcilia-
tion. 

The next meeting, in Orlando,
on April 29, 2015 unveils a
national strategy to mobilize the
church to change both hearts and
heads about laws, church collab-
oration, and how the average
Christian can make a difference.
TheReconciledChurch.org

The Desegregated Prayer;
Gov. George Wallace’s
daughter prays with leaders 

Travel on the Food, Food Videos, and Health lanes
on www.blackinformationhighway.com
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NEW YORK, /PRNewswire/ --
The general public has never
heard of Jack O'Dell. But many
of those who worked with him
in the '50s and '60s consider him
the unsung hero of the Black
Freedom Movement. Victor
Navasky, the longtime editor of
The Nation and author of the
acclaimed book Kennedy
Justice, drawing on secret gov-
ernment files and interviews
with O'Dell himself, seeks to
correct this historical oversight.
In The O'Dell File, now avail-
able as a Kindle Single and
audio book by Audible Studios,
http://www.audible.com/pd/Bio
s-Memoirs/The-ODell-File-
Audiobook/B00TJGU5T2/ref=a
_search_c4_1_1_srTtl?qid=142
3845019&sr=1-1 Victor
Navasky tells the extraordinary
story of the life and career of
Jack O'Dell, now 91 years old
and his contribution to the civil
rights movement. Both Navasky
and O'Dell are available for
interview.   
The career of Hunter Pitts
O'Dell (Jack O'Dell) is the
untold story in the history of
American radicalism. A close
confidant of Martin Luther King
Jr., O'Dell was described by J.
Edgar Hoover as "the number
five Communist in the United
States", cited as a reason for the
wiretapping of MLK, and was
subsequently forced out of
King's inner circle. In this com-
passionate and vivid biography,
Navasky reveals O'Dell's unique
organizing capacity and brilliant
mind while lamenting what
American society, obsessed by
the so-called Communist men-
ace and McCarthy witch hunts,
lost by disqualifying him from

As children of God, we must
learn to ‘let go and let God’

By Minister Sherry Ivy,
columnist for

The Mid-South 
GOSPEL Tribune 

and the
Black Information Highway

As Children of God we have to
learn how to LET GO our situa-
tions, relationship problems, and
troubles to God. Because He
knows how to work all these
things out for our good. "And
we know that all things work
together for good to them that
love God, to them who are the
called according to his pur-
pose."(Romans 8:28)
We also have to LET GO of our
own will doing the things we
want to do and LET GOD will
be done in our lives. We do this
by surrendering our will to
God's will. So when we pray,
"Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done in earth, as it is in heav-
en." We are acknowledging that
God knows what's best for us.
(Matthew 6:10)
It's hard to LET GO of people

that have been in our lives for a
long time. Especially our close
relatives, friends, or spouses. We
can't do this in our own strength.
We have to ask the Lord to help
us LET GO and LET Him
strengthen us to go on with our
lives. "I can do all things
through Christ which strength-
eneth me."  (Philippians 4:13)

Are you struggling with mak-
ing a decision concerning retir-
ing from your job or working a

It's hard to LET GO of peo-
ple that have been in our
lives for a long time.
Especially our close rela-
tives, friends, or spouses. We
can't do this in our own
strength. We have to ask the
Lord to help us LET GO and
LET Him strengthen us to go
on with our lives. "I can do
all things through Christ
which strengtheneth me."
(Philippians 4:13)Minister Sherry Ivy

while longer, making a fresh
start by going to a college in a
new city where you don't know
anyone or staying where you
are, or having a surgery with
only a fifty- fifty chance it will
make you feel better? If so, you
need to LET GO and LET GOD
instruct you what to do. "I will

things about you, to your super-
visor or boss trying to get you
fired. Instead of going off on
them LET GO and LET GOD
handle them for you." Dearly
beloved, avenge not yourselves,
but rather give place to wrath:
For it is written, vengeance is
mine; I will repay says the
Lord." (Roman 12:19)

So be encouraged today and
always remember we can always
Let Go whatever we're going
through to God because there is
nothing to hard for Him to do.
"O Sovereign Lord! you made
the heaven and earth by your

instruct thee and teach thee in
the way which thou shalt go: I
will guide thee with mine eye."
(Psalm 32:8)
There are some people that you

work with love to keep up mess.
They will grin in your face and
as soon as you turn your back.
They will say all kind of evil

strong hands and powerful arm.
Nothing is too hard for you."
(Jeremiah 32:17)

***
You may contact Pastor Willie

& Minister Sherry Ivy’s Healing
and Yoke Ministry at
minivy@yahoo.com or P. O. Box
714 Macon, MS. 39341. 

Navasky tells story of
unsung hero of Black
Freedom Movement

being a visible contributor to the
Civil Rights movement.
Jack O'Dell, born and raised by

his grandparents in Detroit, MI
became head of the Southern
Christian Leadership
Conference's Harlem office
(SCLS). To President John F.
Kennedy and his brother,
Attorney General Robert
Kennedy, O'Dell was a danger-
ous man. If King wanted presi-
dential support for the civil
rights bill from the Kennedy
Administration, he needed to cut
ties with Jack O'Dell.
Now, over 50 years after the
Civil Rights Act, Victor
Navasky says The O'Dell File is
the story of "an instance where
an alleged member of an anti-
democratic movement turns out
to be the key player in the
advancement of democratic val-
ues."
Victor Navasky is the former
editor and publisher of The
Nation and a former editor at
The New York Times Magazine.
Navasky is also the founder of
Monocle, a "leisurely quarterly
of political satire."He is the
author of several books, includ-
ing Kennedy Justice, Naming
Names, which won a 1982
National Book Award, A Matter
of Opinion, which won the
George Polk Book Award, and
The Art of Controversy:
Political Cartoons and Their
Enduring Power. He teaches at
the Columbia University
Graduate School of Journalism,
where he is the director of the
Delacorte Center for Magazine
Journalism and chair of the
Columbia Journalism Review.
He lives in New York.www.vic-
tornavasky.com

Dr. J. Helen Perkins receives the U of M Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Human Rights Award

MEMPHIS, TN - In honor of the
legacy of the slain civil rights
leader, Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr., the University of Memphis
held the 39th annual MLK
Human Rights Award and
Scholarships presentation
Friday, April 3 in the University
Center River Room. 

This year’s Human Rights
Award was presented to Dr. J.
Helen Perkins in recognition of
her work at the University and
throughout the community to
expand civil, social and econom-
ic rights and her advocacy for
nonviolent methods of social
change. Perkins is an associate
professor of reading and urban
literacy in the U of M’s College
of Education, Health and
Human Services. Her scholarly
work focuses on children of
poverty and their literacy acqui-
sition and enhancement, and
best practices. Perkins has more
than 37 years in education, serv-
ing as a reading specialist, class-
room teacher, literacy coach,
former editor of The Reading
Teacher, and was invited to

ed and under-performing stu-
dents in both urban and rural
environments. She is the current
board chair of Porter-Leath.
During her tenure as board chair,
Porter-Leath has received more
than $12 million in grants and
contracts to meet the needs of
children and their families.   
She has received several awards
and honors for her work includ-
ing the Urban Impact Award
from the Council of Great City
Schools and membership in the
U of M’s “PI Millionaire’s
Club.”
This year’s scholarship recipi-
ents are Anna McCown and
Johnathan Moffett. McCown is a
freshman pre-nursing student
and Moffett is a senior majoring
in economics. The students were
chosen from more than 35 appli-
cants based upon their academic
performance, university and
community service, and their
essay interpreting Dr. King’s
quote, “We must use time cre-
atively, in the knowledge that
the time is always ripe to do
right.”
In addition to the award presen-

tation, the University will host a
lecture and discussion of the
future of the civil rights move-
ment launched by King. Dr.
Brittney Cooper, assistant pro-
fessor of women’s and gender
studies and Africana studies at
Rutgers University, will discuss
“The Next Generation of Civil
Rights Leaders” on Thursday,
April 2, at 6 p.m. in the
University Center Theatre. A
reception will precede her
remarks at 5:30 p.m. in the the-
atre lobby.  Cooper is a 2009
alumna of the Graduate Institute
of Liberal Arts at Emory
University with a PhD in
American studies. Phi Beta
Kappa graduate of Howard
University, with bachelor’s
degrees in English and political
science.  A scholar of black
women's intellectual history,
black feminist thought, and race
and gender in popular culture,
Cooper writes extensively about
both historic and contemporary
iterations of black feminist theo-
rizing.

Dr. J. Helen Perkins

serve on the Tennessee Reading
Association Advocacy
Committee. She currently serves
as president of the Association
of Literacy Educators and
Researchers.  
Perkins has published several

articles, chapters, a book offer-
ing literacy strategies for teach-
ers and a children's book. Her
community work includes con-
ducting workshops for parents,
teen fathers, volunteers, tutors
and professional development
for educators of underrepresent-

‘Perkins has published
several articles, chapters,
a book offering literacy
strategies for teachers and
a children's book. Her
community work includes
conducting workshops for
parents, teen fathers, vol-
unteers, tutors and profes-
sional development for
educators of underrepre-
sented and under-perform-
ing students in both urban
and rural environments.” 
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ATLANTA, GA -PRNewswire/ -
- Real-life husband and wife
team David Mann (House of
Payne , Meet The Browns) and
Tamela Mann (Madea's Big
Happy Family, Sparkle) are
reuniting on screen, as well as
behind-the-scenes as executive
producers, with the debut of
their new family-friendly origi-
nal sitcom Mann & Wife pre-
miered  on Bounce TV on
Tuesday, April 7. The series airs
on Tuesdays at 9pm ET/8 CT.
(Check local and cable chan-
nels).
In Mann & Wife, the devoted

couple draws inspiration from
their real lives to play newly-
weds Daniel and Toni Mann.
The series follows the second-
chance sweethearts as they
laugh and love their way
through the ups and downs of
life as a blended family, each
with two children from previous
marriages. 
Life as they know it is turned

inside out when Daniel, a police
officer from Atlanta, and Toni, a
school teacher from Dallas, meet
on a dating site and fall in love.
When they decide to marry and
Toni moves into Daniel's house
in the Atlanta suburbs, the hon-
eymooners -- along with their

Bounce TV original series, Mann & Wife airs Tuesdays at 9 p.m. ET/ 8 p.m/CT. Starring L-R: Tony Rock, JoMarie Payton, Vivica A. Fox, and real-
life husband and wife team David Mann and Tamela Mann. (Photo by Charles Zablan, courtesy Bounce-TV)

kids, two from each side -- all
have to adjust to their new lives
together. They also have to deal
with David's overbearing live-in
mother and his jet-setting ex-
wife.
In addition to the show's popu-

lar stars, Mann & Wife features
a vibrant supporting cast: Vivica
A. Fox, portraying Daniel's ex-
wife; Tony Rock, playing
Daniel's new partner; JoMarie
Payton as Lorraine, Daniel's
overbearing mother and Tiny
Lister as Daniel's Sergeant and
boss.
New episodes of Mann & Wife

will continue on  Tuesday nights
at 9pm ET/8 CT on Bounce TV.

Bounce TV is the nation's first-
ever and fastest-growing broad-
cast television network designed
for African-American audi-
ences.  It airs on the digital sig-
nals of local television stations
and features a programming mix
of original and off-network
series, theatrical motion pic-
tures, documentaries, specials,
live sports and more.
The rapidly-expanding Bounce

TV is the number two most-
watched African-American net-
work on television. It continued
its ratings surge in the just-com-
pleted first quarter of 2015, set-
ting network records for viewer-
ship and the delivery of key tar-
geted demographics audiences.

Mann & Wife debuts on Bounce TV

This family
friendly series

features all-time
favorites

Download
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NASHVILLE, Tenn. (TSU
News Service) - To a standing-
room only crowd in Kean Hall
on Tuesday, March 24 a top
Hollywood actress wowed
Tennessee State University stu-
dents with a message of faith,
hard work, belief in oneself and
not allowing fear to keep them
away from achieving their
dreams.
Taraji P. Henson, an Academy

Award nominee and multiple
award-winning actress and stage
performer, told students to be
focused, find their passion and
have faith in God to help them
develop their given talent to the
fullest.

“God didn’t give me more than
he gave you,” said Henson, who
credits her “strong belief” in
God, and her parents for her suc-
cess. “I never gave up even
though others told me I wouldn’t
make it. I saw the bigger picture
and I went after it. Find your
bigger picture and believe in
yourself, that’s what successful

“God didn’t give me more
than he gave you... I never
gave up even though oth-
ers told me I wouldn’t
make it. I saw the bigger
picture and I went after it.
Find your bigger picture
and believe in yourself,
that’s what successful peo-
ple believe in.”

‘God didn’t give me more than He
gave you,’ says Fox’s Empire star
Taraji P. Henson to TSU students

Taraji P. Henson addresses members of the student and local media Tuesday in Kean Hall
prior to speaking to the entire student body. Henson visited TSU as part of the
Distinguished Lecture Series and was the guest speaker at the Women of Legend and
Merit Awards dinner. (Photo by Rick DelaHaya, TSU Media Relations)

people believe in.”
Earlier, the actress received a

rousing welcome and shouts of
“I love you,” as TSU President
Glenda Glover presented her to
the audience.
Henson, star of Lee Daniel’s
major hit musical drama Empire
as Cookie Lyon, and recipient of
the 2015 NAACP Image Award
as Entertainer of the Year, spoke
about her early start as an engi-
neering major at North Carolina
A&T University, where she
failed pre-calculus.

“I knew from the start that that
(engineering) was not my pas-
sion, but at my parents’ and my
best friend’s urging, I went in an
area I knew I was not cut out
for,” Henson said. “Somewhere
inside me I knew theater was
where I belonged.”

Henson transferred to Howard
University where she studied
theater. At the same time,
Henson was working two jobs—
one as a secretary at the
Pentagon and another as a
cruise-ship entertainer. At
Howard, she honed her singing,
dancing and acting skills, proud-
ly earning herself a "Triple
Threat Scholarship."

“I followed my dream and went
after the big picture, and that’s
the beauty of an HBCU; they let
you be what you want to be,”
added Henson, as she reminded
students about what she called
the “added benefit” of attending
an HBCU.
“At age 26 when I decided to go
to Hollywood, they said I was
too old. People will say all sorts
of things about what you can or

“Stay focused and follow your
heart,” she told the more than
200 hundred students gathered
in the Robert Murrell Forum.
“What you do here will prepare
you for your future outside of
these walls. Tennessee State
University is giving you all the
tools necessary to be successful.
See the bigger picture and you
will be sensational.”

Henson, the single mother of a
son, has lit up the big screen in
numerous films, including The

Curious Case of Benjamin
Button in 2008 in which she
earned an 
Academy Award nomination for
Best Supporting Actress. She
starred in From the Rough
(2014) portraying former TSU
golf coach, Dr. Catana Starks,
the first woman coach to win an
NCAA Championship. Henson
is a 2011 Emmy nominee for
Best Actress in a movie or
miniseries for Lifetime’s Taken

cannot do, but you have to be
determined to go after your
dream. Don’t let fear hold you
back. if I had let fear hold me
back you probably wouldn’t see
me here before you.”
Later, Henson met with a mas-

ter Theater class and again spoke
about her HBCU experience and
how the HBCU journey shaped
her life and prepared her for her
future acting career. Her mes-
sage to students was to, “Be the
Boss.”

Please see page 6

Academy Award nominated actress Taraji P. Henson, who
portrays the popular ‘Cookie’ on Fox’s drama ‘Empire’,
credits her “strong belief” in God and her parents for her
success. (Photo courtesy TSU and Fox Network)
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Anthony Brown will
perform at T.D. Jakes’
Leadership Conference
When Bishop T. D. Jakes pres-

ents the International Pastors &
Leadership Conference comes to
Orlando, Florida from April 30
to May 2, 2015, this popular and
spirit-filled event will also
showcase among many famous
pastors and leaders an array of
renowned gospel artists such as
Anthony Brown.  
Gospel music legends and fans
alike are abuzz about Brown, a
young, urban, musically
endowed, and gifted songwriter
and vocalist. With an artistic
pedigree that is steadily
strengthening his stature and
distinction, Brown is quickly
becoming recognized as an up-
and-coming force in the Gospel
music industry. His prowess as a
vocal leader is rare, given his
age. A music prodigy who began
playing the piano at three, he
served as vocal director and
vocal producer for the live

Taraji P. Henson delivers
faith message at TSU
from page 5
From Me, and also starred as
Detective Joss Carter in the
highly rated J. J. Abrams CBS
crime drama, Person of Interest.
To cap off her visit to Nashville

and Tennessee State University,
Henson shared her message of
encouragement as the guest
speaker, when the University
recognized the outstanding
accomplishments of women in
our community at the Women of
Legend and Merit Awards.

The Women of Legend and
Merit Awards is an annual cele-
bration saluting dynamic women
leaders in business and the com-
munity in a variety of fields. The
first event was held in 2007 and
is designed to bring awareness
and raise funds in support of the
TSU Women’s Center, and seeks
to expose the university’s female
student population to positive
role models, networking oppor-
tunities and resources to assist in
their academic, personal and
professional growth as women.
This year’s honorees include:

• Barbara Landers Bowles
(Leadership), vice chairman,
Investor Resources Group;
•  Sharon Kay (Media), general
manager, WFSK-FM 88.1, Fisk
University;
•   Mercedes C. Maynor-Faulcon
(Legal), assistant U.S. attorney,
Civil Division, United States
Department of Justice;
• Sherri Neal (Business), vice
president, Cultural Development
and Inclusion, HCA;
•Phyllis Qualls-Brooks
(Government), executive direc-
tor, Tennessee Economic
Council on Women;
•Renato Soto (Community
Service), co-founder and execu-
tive director, Conexion
Americas;
•Wendy Thompson (Education),
vice chancellor, Office of
Effectiveness and Strategic
Initiatives, Tennessee Board of
Regents; and,
•Renita J. Weems (Religion),
vice president, American Baptist
College. 

recording of “The Dream” as
well as on “Times of
Refreshing,” the 2009 release of
nationally-renowned praise and
worship artist, Stephen Hurd.
Brown and his background
singers, Group TherAPy were
also featured on B.E.T.’s 2006,
2007, and 2012 Celebration of
Gospel. He has worked with
such artists as Donald Lawrence,
Myron Butler, Stevie Wonder,

NBC’s ‘12-part series ‘A.D.
the Bible’ gets high marks
from Faith Driven Consumer
RALEIGH, NC, April 1, 2015-
Faith Driven Consumer™, the
consumer advocacy organiza-
tion representing 41 million
Christian consumers who spend
$2 trillion annually, has earned
wide recognition for rating the
faith compatibility of
Hollywood films and other
entertainment offerings, measur-
ing how they will resonate with
faith-driven audiences, and pre-
dicting performance. The
group's Faith-Friendly Film
Review system serves as a key
resource for consumers and the
media to evaluate entertainment
choices.
Recently, the organization rated

the National Geographic/Scott
Free Productions television
movie Killing Jesus, which
examines the life of Jesus Christ
from three different perspec-
tives, 3 out of 5 stars for faith
compatibility. 
Today, Faith Driven Consumer
(FDC) is announcing a rating of
4.5 out of 5 stars for NBC’s
prime time miniseries A.D. The
Bible Continues, which details
the events recorded in the four
Gospels and the Book of Acts.
FDC has not reviewed the entire
series—only Episode One—but
was given access to detailed
materials that give the reviewers
confidence the final product will
be consistent with the initial
offering.
Chris Stone, founder of Faith
Driven Consumer and Certified
Brand Strategist, has issued the
following statement:
“We believe A.D. is going to be
a mega-hit; it has the potential to
be the most successful faith-
based TV franchise in history.
Like the celebrated box office
blockbuster THE PASSION OF
THE CHRIST a decade ago,
A.D. combines one of history’s
greatest stories with superb writ-
ing and excellent production
values. 
“We’ve watched Hollywood
struggle to reach the coveted
faith audience with projects like
NOAH and EXODUS that failed
to resonate, and maintained all
along that the ‘magic formula’ to
reach us is straightforward—tell
the story in a way that is consis-
tent with the biblical narrative
and message and give it the
highest production value possi-
ble. A.D. will prove this point,
and NBC will reap the rewards
for respecting the audience and

getting it right. 
“We also believe that this series
will resonate with non-faith
audiences. The story is so grip-
ping and compelling that people
of all backgrounds will want to
tune in just to see what happens
next." 

POLLING DETAILS HOW TO
SUCCEED WITH FAITH
AUDIENCES:
•96% of Faith Driven
Consumers (FDCs) say that their
faith has a major influence on
their entertainment choices,
compared to 47% of Christians
overall. 61% of FDCs rate
faith’s influence as a 10, com-
pared to 18% of Christians over-
all.

•87% of Faith Driven
Consumers are much more like-
ly—58% very much more like-
ly—to choose entertainment
options that promote Christian-
compatible values, compared to
54% of Christians overall, while
73% of Faith Driven Consumers
avoid watching television and
films that conflict with their
Christian worldview, compared
to 41% of Christians at large. 

•81% of Faith Driven
Consumers are likely to recom-
mend a movie to others, com-
pared to 79% of Christians over-
all. 49% of FDCs are very likely
to recommend a movie, com-
pared to 39% of Christians over-
all, while 61% of Faith Driven
Consumers are likely to discour-
age others from seeing a movie,
compared to 49% of Christians
overall. 31% of FDCs are very
likely to discourage a movie,
compared to 17% of Christians
overall. 

•78% of Faith Driven
Consumers say it would have a

significant influence on their
decision to see a film if their
church encouraged it, compared
to 55% of Christians overall, and
57% of Faith Driven
Consumers’ churches encourage
members to see specific faith-
based films, compared to 36% of
Christians overall.
Faith Driven Consumers and
Christians overall: Importance
of specific attributes
•On a scale of one to five, Faith
Driven Consumers rate biblical
accuracy as the #1 factor in con-
sidering a film. Below is how all
factors were rated.

•60% gave “how accurately the
movie reflects the Bible” a 5 (4-
5: 84%), compared to 28% of
Christians overall.

•59% gave “compatibility with
Christian values” a 5 (4-5: 89%),
compared to 23% of Christians
overall.

•56% gave “how appropriate the
film is for children” a 5 (4-5:
78%), compared to 30% of
Christians overall.

•51% gave “faith-compatible
characters and relationships” a 5
(4-5: 83%), compared to 21% of
Christians overall.

•51% gave “faith-compatible sit-
uations” a 5 (4-5: 83%), com-
pared to 20% of Christians over-
all.

•50% gave “entertainment
value” a 5 (4-5: 83%), compared
to 36% of Christians overall.

Faith Driven Consumer is a
movement connecting Christian
consumers with companies that
are relatively more compatible
with a biblical worldview. By
educating and engaging
Christian consumers, Faith
Driven Consumer provides an
online community forum offer-
ing resources for making more
faith-conscious decisions,
encourages companies to meet
the unique needs of Faith Driven
Consumers, and offers a nation-
al voice for this rapidly emerg-
ing, economically powerful and
Christ-centered consumer mar-
ket segment. Visit
http://www.faithdrivencon-
sumer.com for more informa-
tion.

Anthony Brown

Anthony Hamilton, Juanita
Bynum, Fred Hammond,
Donnie McClurkin, the leg-
endary Caravans, and was fea-
tured on Bobby Jones Gospel in
2010 and 2011. 
Brown, a member of the Music
and Arts Department of the First
Baptist Church of Glenarden
(FBCG) where John K. Jenkins,
Sr. is Senior Pastor, serves as the
assistant Minister of Music and
has the distinction of writing,
producing, and performing lead
vocals on the title track of the
church’s first live recording,
That Was Then, This Is Now.
“Testimony,” the first single
from his highly anticipated 2012
self-titled debut release, is avail-
able in stores and online and has
been released worldwide.
See more on the International

Pastors and Leadership
Conference in this edition.

“We believe A.D. is going
to be a mega-hit; it has the
potential to be the most
successful faith-based TV
franchise in history. Like
the celebrated box office
blockbuster THE PAS-
SION OF THE CHRIST a
decade ago, A.D. com-
bines one of history’s
greatest stories with
superb writing and excel-
lent production values...”

Alysia Burton Steele releases poignant
photographs of 50 female church elders
in the Mississippi Delta as ‘Delta Jewels’

 

Inspired by memories of her
beloved grandmother, photogra-
pher and author Alysia Burton
Steele--picture editor on a
Pulitzer Prize-winning team--
combines heart-wrenching nar-
rative with poignant photo-
graphs of more than 50 female

church elders in the Mississippi
Delta. These ordinary women
lived extraordinary lives under
the harshest conditions of the
Jim Crow era and during the
courageous changes of the Civil
Rights Movement. With the help
of local pastors, Steele recorded
these living witnesses to history
and folk ways, and shares the
significance of being a Black
woman--child, daughter, sister,
wife, mother, and grandmother
in Mississippi--a Jewel of the
Delta. From the stand Mrs.
Tennie Self took for her mar-
riage to be acknowledged in the
phone book, to the life-threaten-
ing sacrifice required to vote for
the first time, these 50 inspiring
portraits are the faces of love
and triumph that will teach read-
ers faith and courage in difficult
times.

Alysia Burton Steele won a
2006 Pulitzer Prize with the

Alysia Burton Steele
 

Dallas Morning News team,
where she was picture editor.
She is currently an assistant pro-
fessor at the Mississippi School
of Journalism and New Media.
She holds an MA in photogra-
phy from Ohio U.

Visit Square Books at
www.squarebooks.com

SUPER SOUL SUNDAY
Sundays (11 a.m. - 12 p.m.
ET/PT); check local cable net-
work for channel designation..

The two-time Emmy award-
winning series delivers a
thought-provoking, eye-opening
and inspiring block of program-
ming designed to help viewers
awaken to their best selves and
discover a deeper connection to
the world around them. The
series features exclusive inter-
views and all-new conversations
between Oprah  Winfrey and top
thinkers, authors, filmmakers
and spiritual leaders.  Exploring
themes and issues including
happiness, personal fulfillment,
wellness, spirituality and con-
scious living, "Super Soul
Sunday" presents an array of
perspectives on what it means to
be alive in today’s world.

See more book news  in
this edition

Super Soul
Sunday on OWN:

Oprah Winfrey
Network

MSGT recommends

“Mary Mary”
on WE

Check your local cable
network for

times and dates

Email religion news and photos to MSTnews@prodigy.net or
BlackInfoHwy@prodigy.net

Travel on the Religion lane on the Black Information Highway
www.blackinformationhighway.com

Welcome, Travelers!

The fastest growing plus size fashion brand TORRID opened its flagship store on
Chicago’s State Street with stylist George Kotsiopoulos as host. Among celebrities
on hand were Georgina Burke, Philomena Kwao, George Kotsiopoulos, and Lisa
Harper. 

See TORRID video fashion show event on the Fashion lane on The Mid-South
Tribune and Black Information Highway at www.blackinformationhighway.com.
(Courtesy photo: Torrid)
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Learn more about ‘Peoples
Struggling Against Racism’

Why women live longer than men
By Dr. James L. Snyder

There are all kinds of studies out
there usually done by people
who have nothing more impor-
tant in the world to do. It is
amazing how they come up with
these various topics and studies.
There must be somebody some-
where, being paid to come up
with the most ridiculous studies
they can think up.

Usually, I do not pay much
attention to these surveys. I have
more important things to do…
like living! However, this one
caught my attention right away.
The title of the study was,
"Women Live on Average Four
Years Longer than Men."

I was afraid the Gracious
Mistress of the Parsonage would
see this study. My fears were
allayed when she brought the
subject up and drew my atten-
tion to it.

Rather smugly, she said, "Look
at this article. It says that women
live longer than men."
I was not quite sure what I was
in for but I knew I was in for it.
Throughout the decades of our
relationship the word "it," has
come to mean a variety of
things. I never know the defini-
tion of "it" until after the inci-
dent, which puts me in a great
disadvantage.
For example, I know I am in for

"it," when I come back from the
store without the main reason
she sent me to the store. The "it"
is a tongue lashing on the merits
of getting everything on the list
she puts there. According to her,
the items on the list are not sug-
gestions but are put there for a
purpose and that purpose being

It’s second nature for many
people to toil endlessly to
achieve what the world at large
considers a successful life.
But success often is fleeting and
sometimes requires us to make
decisions that aren’t in our best
interests, says Frank P. Daversa,
author of the book “Spirituality
in the 21st Century.”
(www.FrankDaversa.com)
“How many times has a ‘suc-

cessful’ person turned down a
cherished pleasure or been
unable to spend time with fami-
ly for the sake of a business
meeting or a late night at the
office?” he asks. “How many
influential people have sold their
souls to the devil to get where
they are?”
Interestingly, highly successful

people may not be that out of
step with one principle that often
defines spirituality – the belief
in God or a higher power,
Daversa says. Polls regularly
reveal that the vast majority of
the world’s population – better
than 80 percent – follows some
sort of belief system, so it’s like-
ly a large percentage of success-
ful people do as well, Daversa
says.
But on a more practical level,

there are four other fundamental
principles of spiritual enlighten-
ment that may or may not mesh
well with what many people
would define as success, he
says. Those principles are:
•  Complete your formal educa-
tion. It’s difficult to approach
enlightenment without under-
standing how the world works,
Daversa says. Indications are
that many successful people,
though certainly not all, do live
up to this principle. In the
United States, the households
with the highest educational
achievement also tend to be the
ones with the highest household
income, according to the U.S.
Census Bureau.
•  Learn more about yourself,
your health and your mental
well-being. Self-discovery and
self-realization are vital to nur-
turing our inner selves, Daversa
says. Taking care of our physical
bodies is equally important.
That’s a mixed bag for success-
ful people. Some are well devel-
oped intellectually, emotionally
and spiritually, but many “have
difficulty conquering their per-
sonal demons,” he says. They
often are burdened by scandal or
experience marital problems.
Some even suffer from drug
addiction. “You can argue that
the general population does as
well, but that’s the point,”
Daversa says. “Successful peo-
ple are no better in this regard.”
•  Learn more about the needs of
others. Helping our fellow
humans places us on a path to
self-realization, Daversa says.
“To their credit, many wealthy
people give generously to chari-
ty and create or manage their
own charitable foundations,” he
says. But others are not as giving
in critical ways. Many CEOs
oppose the minimum wage that
would allow their employees to
live above the poverty line, he
says, and greed led Wall Street
bankers to manage investments
recklessly, which resulted in the
Great Recession and caused mil-
lions to suffer. “Apparently,
learning more about the needs of
others is not a prerequisite for
becoming successful,” Daversa
says.
•  Learn more about the natural
environment. Although a bit of a
cliché, becoming “one” with
nature is one of the most spiritu-
al experiences we can undertake,

By Manuel Ybarra, Jr.

COALGATE, OK -By watch-
ing the daily news one can clear-
ly see that America is getting
farther and farther away from
God and still headed straight
towards God’s judgment and
ultimate destruction. Too many
in America have said ‘there is no
God.’

One of the many reasons
Americans have reached such a
high point of unbelief, is
because they were brought up in
school systems which teach
man’s false idea that every liv-
ing being started from a single
cell and evolved into millions, or

even billions, of species, includ-
ing humans. Some have theo-
rized humans evolved from ape
like beings.
But how a person, who is com-

posed of 200 or 300 trillion
highly specialized interrelated
cells, can believe that it all start-
ed from a single cell, should be
beyond belief. Actually, the sin-
gle cell theory of evolution only
proves man’s folly.

First, man totally dismissed

By Rev. Elizabeth Leung

The United Nations Week of
Solidarity with the Peoples
Struggling against Racism and
Racial Discrimination began
with the International Day for
the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination on March 21  as
it does every year.

In a message that marks the
observance this year, the U.N.
General Secretary Ban Ki-moon
highlights the theme “Learning
from historical tragedies to com-
bat racial discrimination today,”
which aims to explore the root
causes of racism and racial dis-
crimination and will stress the
essential need to learn the les-
sons history has provided in
order to combat racism and
racial discrimination today. 

This year marks the 50th
anniversary of the International
Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination – one of the
treaties against racism that the
United States has ratified and is
subjected to review for compli-
ance. For the past half century,
there has been progress in the
fight against racism – the end of
colonialism, the dismantling of
apartheid and the rise of a glob-

be done to ensure fairness in jus-
tice and law enforcement sys-
tems, and to promote and uphold
the human rights of people of
African descent everywhere, the
U.N. General Secretary empha-
sized that “[w]e must never for-
get that human rights are for
everyone, every minute of every
day, 365 days a year, without
distinction of any kind – wher-
ever we live, whoever we are,
irrespective of our opinions, eth-
nic origin, skin colour, sexual
orientation, or any other status.” 
The various manners in which

the international community –
such as the United Nations –
approaches racism is neither
individualistic nor a historical,
which may be the way that many
of us initially understand racism
– personal prejudices, explicit
hatred and intentional injury. As
a consequence, the remedy has
been focused on finding and
punishing the “few bad apples,”
so that the systemic racist struc-
tures that provide conditions for
such behavior to happen can
remain untouched. Following
the same logic, someone who
seeks to be more than fair-mind-
ed may, with good intention,

‘Too many in
America have said
‘there is no God’

al movement for equality. As the
Convention says, “Yet, as histo-
ry and current events attest,
racial discrimination still pres-
ents a clear danger to people and
communities in all regions.” 
The decade 2015-2024 has been
proclaimed by the U.N. General
Assembly to be the International
Decade for People of African
Descent: Recognition, Justice,
and Development, acknowledg-
ing that with regard to the access
to justice, people of African
descent “face alarmingly high
rates of police violence and
racial profiling.” In a message
reminding us that more needs to

When the
bank account

is full 
but the soul is

lacking
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Rev. Elizabeth Leung

me purchasing said items when I
go to the store.

I know I am in for "it," when I
lollygag (a word she uses often
when speaking to me) in the
backyard instead of getting to
the business at hand of mowing
the grass. In this occasion, the
"it" is a tongue lashing on the
merits of mowing the grass in a
more timely manner.

I know I am in for "it," when I
fail to do anything on her
"honey-do-list" when she is
away for several days. The "it"
is a tongue lashing on the merits
of doing at least one thing on
that list before her return.
When I look at it from this light,
it seems to me that more often
than not, her definition of "it" is
a tongue lashing.
Getting back to women living

longer than men do, I was tempt-
ed to opine that the reason is
they work men to death.
However, I knew if I said that I
would really be in for "it."
Being experienced in husband-

lore, I smiled and simply asked,
"Why do you think that is,
Honey?"
I never really understood this

matter of "the birds and the
bees," until I got married. Wives
have their "honey-do-lists" and
husbands defer to his better half
as "Honey." It does not take a
birdbrain to figure that one out.

"I'll tell you why that is," my
wife said with great feeling.
"The reason women live longer
than men is that men don't have
enough work to do."

Then she threw an old quote
that I have heard all my life,
“Man works from sun up to sun
down, but a woman's work is

never done."
I could have said that men do

not lollygag around, but just get
to the job at hand and gets it
done. I knew if I responded like
this I would really be in for "it."
"Another thing," she said with a
smirk, "the reason women live
an average of four years longer
than men is it takes that long to
clean up the mess men have
made after they die."
There are arguments you cannot
refute and then there are argu-
ments you should not refute. I
am not sure which category this
one fell under but I knew I need-
ed to have a "golden" moment.
Of course, it is hard to argue

with statistics. The cold hard
facts are that women do live on
an average four years longer
than men.
If the wife works outside the

home, she still has to work
inside the home. The man, on
the other hand, works outside
the home and "lollygags" inside
the home. I'm not sure why this
is but this is a point on her side
of the chalkboard.
There was a time in our mar-

riage when I was out of work
and my wife was the primary
breadwinner in the home. At that
time, I took on the duties of the
house and the care of the chil-
dren. After one week of her
coming home to my home-
cooked dinners, she graciously
assumed the responsibility of
cooking supper for the family
each night when she got home. It
was not a matter of convenience
but rather of survival. To say I
was a bad cook is to denigrate
the word cook.

“First, man totally dis-
missed God’s legitimate
claims that He, God, cre-
ated Heaven and Earth
and everything in them
including the first man,
Adam. Second, Man
refused to believe docu-
mented biblical history of
God dealing with mankind
Earth, where God again
and again, demonstrated
and proved his awesome
supernatural powers...”

God’s legitimate claims that He,
God, created Heaven and Earth
and everything in them includ-
ing the first man, Adam. Second,
Man refused to believe docu-
mented biblical history of God
dealing with mankind Earth,
where God again and again,
demonstrated and proved his
awesome supernatural powers.
Among these demonstrations of
power, were turning the rivers
and waters in Egypt into blood,
parting the Red Sea while mil-
lions of Israelites crossed on dry
ground, and then drowning the
very large pursuing Egyptian
Army. After that God proved
himself again and again by pro-
viding food and water for forty
years while His chosen people
wandered in the desert.
In the Word of God, the Holy

Bible, God showed His chosen
people that He had complete
control over Earth and the
Heavens, because He wanted
them to be witnesses to the rest
of the world. He wanted the peo-
ple of the world to believe in
Him so they would not perish.
This world would be a much

better place if people believed in
the Living God and followed
His just commandments. We
would love each other like the
brothers and sisters that we are,
because, we re all His children.
God gets no pleasure in his chil-
dren going to hell. It is a great
tragedy that so many in
American are rejecting god and
His son, Jesus Christ, who died
for our sins on the cross.
Accepting Jesus and His sacri-
fice is a must to go to Heaven.

America must return to God.

Email 
opinions, commentary and letters to editor to

MSTnews@prodigy.net
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The quest for true equality and
Religious Freedom Restoration Act

By Raynard Jackson
Socio-Political Analyst

During the past two weeks
Americans have lost their minds
regarding the Religious
Freedom Restoration Act
(RFRA) that was passed and
signed into law by Indiana gov-
ernor, Mike Pence. My readers
know I do not support homosex-
ual marriage or the homosexual
agenda of being legally protect-
ed as a class based on their sex-
ual preferences.
My purpose with this column is

to bring some sanity to the
debate swirling around the issue
of religious freedom.  I want to
remove all emotion from the
debate and discuss the facts.

The bill in question was
Indiana Senate Bill 101, titled
the “Religious Freedom and
Restoration Act.”  Pence signed
the bill into law and all hell
broke loose.  Opponents said the
bill would allow businesses to
discriminate against homosexu-
als; supporters said it would pro-
tect business owners from doing
things that would put them at
odds with their religious beliefs.
The bill was three pages long
and never mentioned the words
homosexual or gay; thus the
homosexual community went
out seeking a problem where
none existed.

The homosexual community is
masterful at PR.  When you
don’t have public support for
your position, many times a
good PR campaign can usually
do the trick.  As I have written
many times in previous
columns, Republicans are horri-
ble when it comes to PR and
communications, even when
they are right on the issue.

Gov. Pence in particular and
Republicans in general showed
total incompetence in dealing
with this issue.  They should
have anticipated this type of
reaction from the radical left.
This was so obvious that even
Stevie Wonder could have seen
this coming. 

Nineteen other states have
passed similar laws, with sever-
al others considering the same.
So you mean to tell me that
almost half of America believes
in discrimination?  I don’t think
so!
This whole debate has absolute-

ly nothing to do with discrimina-
tion and everything to do with
forcing Americans to accept the
homosexual lifestyle and their
intolerant agenda.  Homosexuals
don’t deserve special treatment
because of their sexual prefer-
ences; but they do deserve equal
treatment because of their
humanity.
They would argue how could I,
as a Black man who has experi-
enced discrimination, support
the discrimination that they suf-
fer because of their sexual pref-
erences?  Their plight, according
to them, is the Civil Rights of
our day.  STOP right there!
I find it extremely offensive for

homosexuals to attempt to
equate the two.  Blacks fought
for rights that were already
enshrined in the U.S.
Constitution.  The Constitution

granted us citizenship, equality,
and the right to vote; the
Constitution just wasn’t being
enforced.  Thus, the need for
civil disobedience, political and
legal action.

There is no such accommoda-
tion for homosexuality, NONE.
That’s what this fight is all
about. They want to be “legally”
codified as a protected class
strictly based on their sexual
preferences and gender identity. 
Now, let’s assume for this dis-
cussion that you are a Christian
and that you believe homosexu-
ality is a sin, thus is wrong.
Homosexuals would argue, and
rightfully so, sin is sin.  How is
homosexuality any different
than lying, adultery, murder,
cheating, stealing, etc.?  Great
question. I have an answer that
homosexuals don’t want to deal
with.
Name me one state in the U.S.

where they are trying to legalize
lying, adultery, murder, cheat-
ing, or stealing?  Homosexuality
is the only sin that people are
trying to codify as legally and
morally permissible.  Can some-
one please reconcile this for me?

Homosexuals have been suc-
cessful at getting many courts to
recognize them as a protected
class even though there is no
legal basis to recognize someone
based on their sexual prefer-
ences.  It takes a lot of legal cre-
ativity to create a protected class
out of nothing.

I find it quite interesting that, as
a heterosexual Black male, that I
would not be allowed to join a
lesbian group or sit on the board
of a homosexual chamber of
commerce (yes, they do exist).
Is this not also hateful, bigoted,
and discriminatory?

Why is it necessary for every-
one to know your sexual prefer-
ences?  If I go to my workplace
and tell women that I am hetero-
sexual and like women; I will be
rushed down to the HR depart-
ment and possibly fired.  But, if

Raynard Jackson

“My purpose with this col-
umn is to bring some sanity
to the debate swirling around
the issue of religious free-
dom.  I want to remove all
emotion from the debate and
discuss the facts.” 

I go to the same workplace and
announce that I am homosexual,
they close early and the CEO
buys a big cake and we celebrate
my courage for stating my sexu-
al preference publicly (i.e.
would be N.F.Ler., Michael
Sam)
Courage is stating that you are
homosexual in Saudi Arabia or
Pakistan.  Courage is sitting at a
Woolworth lunch counter and
knowing that you are going to
get the hell beat out of you
because you are Black.
On a homosexual’s worst day,

they have nothing to fear in
America; on their worst day,
nothing they go through can
ever compare to what Blacks
went through from slavery until
the present. We didn’t get sold
into slavery because we were
homosexual; homosexuals never
get pulled over by police
because they are homosexual;
homosexuals never get shot by
police because they are homo-
sexual; they don’t get denied
bank loans because they are
homosexual.  So please dispense
with the odious comparisons.

Blacks never sought special
recognition as a class, we simply
wanted recognition.

***

Raynard Jackson & Associates,
LLC is an internationally recog-
nized political consulting, gov-
ernment affairs, and PR firm
based in Washington, DC.
Jackson is an internationally rec-
ognized radio talk show host and
TV commentator.  He has coined
the phrase “straticist.”  As a
straticist, he has merged strate-
gic planning with public rela-
tions.  Call RJA to discuss how
they can get you to the next level
of your career.

Jackson’s Facebook is
https://www.facebook.com/ray-
nard.jackson.12 and at twitter at
https://twitter.com/Raynard1223

When the bank account is
full but the soul is lacking
from page 7
Daversa says. Because nature
and the environment are inter-
connected, what people do to the
environment has spiritual reper-
cussions, he says.  “Many suc-
cessful people support the envi-
ronment wholeheartedly, but
others do not,” Daversa says.
“There are those who see the
environment as nothing more
than an asset on a spreadsheet
that they can exploit to their
financial advantage.”
“This is not to say we shouldn’t

pursue success if it comes our
way,” Daversa says. “But we
need to keep the concept of suc-
cess in perspective to other
important attributes in life.

“We need to enjoy success while
it lasts and refrain from defining
ourselves in terms of it. We need
to continue finding significance
in simple pleasures, such as
love, family and friendships.”

***
Frank P. Daversa, raised in

South Hempstead, NY, has led
an eclectic life with work and
interests that have included
computer programming, writing
and spirituality. He earned his
A.A.S. degree in data processing
from Nassau Community
College in Garden City, NY, and
a Bachelor of Science degree in
computer science and informa-
tion processing from SUNY

Why women  live longer than men
from page 7

think that donning a hijab or
darkening their skin for a week
can help them to better “feel”
racism; but does not necessarily
seek the historical depth of the
collective injury which is trans-
mitted across generations. 
If we are serious about address-

ing racism in a sustaining man-
ner, rather than in an entertain-
ing way, then we cannot just
adopt it as a personal project or
an elective hobby. Rather, it
must be a way of life, with what-
ever privilege and humility we
have, to journey together with
others, and to act to produce
conditions that will allow for the
fullness of life for those who
have suffered racism’s destruc-
tive impact.

***
The Rev. Elizabeth Leung is

Minister for Racial Justice for
the United Church of Christ.

I do not know if this longevity is
different between a single
woman and a married woman.
If anybody was an expert on

wives, it has to be King
Solomon in the Old Testament.

"House and riches are the
inheritance of fathers: and a pru-
dent [understanding] wife is
from the LORD." (Proverbs

19:14 KJV) 
"Whoso findeth a wife findeth a
good thing, and obtaineth favour
of the LORD." (Proverbs 18:22
KJV) 

Perhaps the primary reason
women live longer than a man is
that women lie about their age.
But you didn't hear it from me.
***

President Bill Clinton released
the following statement from the
Clinton Foundation:

Hillary and I were saddened by
the passing of Rev. Robert
Schuller.  From the people who
filled the pews of the Crystal
Cathedral to the millions who
embraced his ministry on televi-
sion and through his books,
Robert Schuller was a beacon of
faith, hope, and love.  We will
always be grateful for his unfail-

Oakland, CA –Congresswoman
Lee issued the following state-
ment on the passing of Civil
Rights legend and icon, Dr.
Gardner C. Taylor.

“I am deeply saddened by the
passing of Dr. Gardner C.
Taylor. He was icon in the Civil
Rights Movement and a
renowned faith leader.  He was a
prophetic preacher that was
unwavering in his stance to
speak truth to power.

Dr. Taylor’s voice was rever-
enced across our nation.  He
understood the needs of the peo-
ple and his accomplishments are
reflective of that truth.

Noted as the ‘Dean of Black
Preachers’ and awarded the

On April 6,  President Clinton
released the following statement
on the passing of Rev. Gardner
Taylor:
I am saddened by the passing of
Reverend Gardner Taylor.  Dr.
Taylor was one of America’s
greatest preachers, speaking not
just from Scripture but from his
soul.  I’ll never forget his ser-
mon at my inaugural prayer
service in 1993, when he said
that “the things that unite us will
obliterate the things that divide

Statements
Cong. Lee remembers the life and
legacy of Dr. Gardner C. Taylor

Presidential Medal of Freedom,
Dr. Taylor’s life should remind
us that we must continue our
work to ensure justice and
equality for all.
He will be deeply missed. My
thoughts and prayers are with
his family during this difficult
time.”
Congresswoman Lee is a mem-
ber of the Appropriations and
Budget Committees, the
Steering and Policy Committee,
is a Senior Democratic Whip,
former chair of the
Congressional Black Caucus
and co-chair of the Progressive
Caucus. She serves as chair of
the Whip’s Task Force on
Poverty and Opportunity. 

Pres. Clinton and Sec. Clinton on
the passing of Rev. Robert Schuller

ing kindness and wise counsel.
In 1997, he sat with Hillary at
the State of the Union address as
I asked Congress to follow his
biblical admonition to me—that
we are all called to be “the
repairers of the breach” in a
divided world.  Robert
Schuller’s generous spirit
repaired many breaches.  Now
he has gone home to his faithful
reward.  Our thoughts and
prayers are with his family and
many friends.

Pres. Clinton’s statement on
passing of Rev. Gardner Taylor

us.”  That is what he spent a life-
time doing, whether on the front
lines of the Civil Rights
Movement or behind the pulpit
at the Concord Baptist Church
of Christ.  With unmatched elo-
quence, humor, and wisdom, he
inspired generations to see the
best in themselves and in one
another.  God has called home a
good and faithful servant.  Our
nation and world are forever
blessed that He let us have him
for so long.

College at Old Westbury, NY.
Two years after earning his B.S.
degree, Daversa moved to
Houston. He worked for a num-
ber of years in the corporate
world before becoming a writer
in 2007. He published his first
web article on spirituality in
2008, and his first book in 2011.
He published his second book in
2012. Daversa contracted a seri-
ous illness in 1997, prompting
him to begin a spiritual journey
that eventually inspired him to
write his latest book,
“Spirituality in the 21st
C e n t u r y ”
(www.FrankDaversa.com).

People
Struggling

Against 
Racism

from page  7

Email opinions
to

MSTnews@prodigy.net

Rev. James L. Snyder is pastor of
the Family of God Fellowship,
PO Box 831313 , Ocala , FL
34483 . He lives with his wife,
Martha , in Silver Springs
Shores . Call him at 1-866-552-
2543 or e-mail
jamessnyder2@att.net or web-
site www.jamessnydermin-
istries.com.
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Bishop T. D. Jakes Presents the
Pastors & Leadership Conference

Dr. Chris Hill

Bishop Kenneth C.  Ulmer

Mr. John Maxwell 

Rev. Samuel Rodriguez

Mr. Steven Furtick

Pastor Sheryl BradyDr. Cynthia R. James

Mr. Jeffrey T. Wardford

Pastor Ronnie Guynes

Coming...MegaFest  August 19-23, 2015

First Lady Serita A. Jakes

Bishop John R. Bryant Bishop Neil C. Ellis Dr. Michael Freeman

Bishop T. D. Jakes

Mr. Patrick E. Winfield II

For more information, detour to www.pastorsandleaders.org

domains. Bishop Jakes is a pio-
neer in what has become the
faith-based film industry, having
projected the popular “Woman
Thou Art Loosed” from a
Sunday School lesson onto the
motion picture screen, making it
one of the earliest faith-based
movies to surpass its niche.
Today, faith-based films have
become a staple in the movie
industry and Bishop Jakes con-
tinues to be one of the most of
successful producers in this
growing genre which
Hollywood once shunned as
having no or little value.

Naturally because IP&LC has
an ‘international’ component,
many of those participating this
year do have the bona-fied glob-
al credentials such as Kenneth
C. Ulmer, PhD., senior pastor of
Faithful Central Bible Church in
Los Angeles.  Dr. Ulmer is cur-
rently the Presiding Bishop over
Macedonia International Bible
Fellowship, based in
Johannesburg, South Africa. The
fellowship is an association of
pastors representing ministries
in Africa, a continent once
viewed as a place traditionally
for missionary work but is now
opening many of its nations to
entrepreneurs.
On the agenda is popular minis-
ter and motivational speaker,
Pastor Sheryl Brady who has
traveled internationally for over
30 years and has preached in
Australia, New Zealand, France,
the United Kingdom, South
Africa and Nigeria. 
Two other noteworthy IP&LC
speakers are Matthew
Ashimolowo and Dr. Cynthia
Rembert James, Ph.D.  Mr.
Ashimolowo is the founder and
C.E.O of the global TV station
(KICC TV) and founder of the
Kingsway International
Christian Centre. Dr. James has
lectured and received wide-
ranging multi training in
Finland, Estonia, South Africa,
and numerous Caribbean
Islands. What is also notable
about Dr. James is that she has
received awards from the
National Science Foundation
Fellowship—a rarity for a min-
ister to receive.

Diversity is also a dominant
theme in this year’s conference
along with a syllabus of semi-
nars, lectures, sermons, work-
shops to develop leadership
skills that are well-rounded and

To register for 2015
MegaFest 

visit
www.mega-fest.org

Dates: August 19-23
Place: Dallas, Texas

1-800-BISHOP2

Leadership Conf.
from front page

Please see page 12
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Will we overcome?

By Dr. Janet Scott, 
columnist for

The Mid-South Tribune,
The Mid-South  GOSPEL

Tribune 
and the 

Black Information Highway
www.

blackinformationhighway.com 

The song “We Shall Overcome”
was heard constantly in the Civil
Rights Era of the 1960’s. It is
now heard a lot during the cele-
bration of Black History Month.
It has also become the theme
song that symbolizes the need
for freedom. When a group is
protesting due to the fact that
they feel that their rights have
been violated, this is “the” song
that is usually sung.
When people sing this song, are
they actually aware of what they
are singing? Do they sing the
song without thought? What
type of meaning does it actually
have? We shall overcome, we
shall overcome someday. O deep
in our hearts we do believe, we
shall overcome someday. When
the song is sung, people of all
ages and races are usually hold-
ing hands. This constitutes some
type of unity. Holding hands is a
form of intimacy.
We shall overcome. Overcome

as defined by Webster’s
Dictionary means to ‘conquer,
defeat; to prevail over, and sur-
mount.’
If the goal is to overcome, it

will take more than just singing
a song. It will require some
action with the singing. People
often get caught up in the heat of
the moment. When this happens,
words are spoken or action is
displayed which is only tempo-
rary. These behaviors are often
not exhibited again until the next
event. There needs to be a com-
mitment. If there is none, the
entire scene is the futile one!

To overcome or to conquer
there needs to be a meeting of
the minds. People of all races
and ages need to begin to work
together. The Holy Bible states
to love thy neighbor as thyself.
In some case, this could be very
scary. Neighbors who live next
door to each other rarely speak
or even know each other’s name.
People are often afraid to sit on
their porches. Does this sound
like loving one’s neighbors?
Even worse, people live in fear
in their own homes. Security
bars on the windows, home
alarm systems and security
doors have become a must as
opposed to being an option.
Does this sound like loving thy
neighbors? Parents are killing
their children, schoolmates are
shooting each other, men are
being dragged on the back of
trucks and people are burning
churches Does this sound like

loving thy neighbors? If we can-
not get along with each other,
how are we going to overcome?
To overcome we need to look
inwardly as opposed to looking
for the answers outwardly. We
need to take a long hard look in
the mirror at self. We need to
focus on our own hurts, disap-
pointments, pain and fears.
These feelings need to be con-
quered. Once this happens, and
the past is put behind us, then we
can move on to interacting with
other people on a more positive
basis. When one is filled with
hatred and anger, this is project-
ed to others. It is difficult to
have these emotions and show
positive behavior. Our feelings
manifest themselves in some
way. It is usually in a negative
manner. Thus, people treat each
other abusively. It is important
to learn to put closure on our
pain so that we can begin to
heal. Healing is the process that
closes our old wounds. This
allows us to move on with a
clean start.
Once we start with a cleaning

feeling then we can interact on a
healthy basis with ourselves and
then with other people. When
we do this we can begin to treat
our neighbors as thyself. Before
reaching out to our neighbors,
we really need to begin at home.
Families need to communicate
on a more productive basis.
Quality time needs to be spent
getting to know each other. Too
often, family members are like
ships that pass in the night.
Parents are often too busy being
caught up in the financial dream
which means that their children
may suffer from the lack of
affection and attention. Children
are listening to music, watching
television and playing videos
without adult supervision. These
various forms of media are
impacting the lives of our chil-
dren. Children do need guidance
and discipline. Developing
healthier families is a way of
overcoming.
Once individuals and then fam-

ilies become healthier, then it
can be passed along to others. It
can start with a small gesture. It
could be asking your neighbor if
they need something from the
grocery store, rolling out their
trash can to the curb, sending
someone a “thinking of your
card” or offering a ride to
church.

Summary
If the song “We Shall

Overcome” is to have meaning
then it is time to put some action
with the words. Commitment is
a major factor in this process.
Let’s overcome by taking the
first step which is healing self;
the second step is strengthening
the family; then passing it along
to the neighbors. When this
occurs, then we shall be on the
road to overcoming!

***
Dr. Scott is a contributing
columnist for The Mid-South
Tribune. She is a National Board
Certified Counselor and a
Tennessee licensed professional
counselor with a mental health
provider designation offering
individual, group, couple and
family therapy. Her office is
located at 1331 Union Ave.,
Memphis, TN. 38104; phone:
901-722-8751.  Her columns
can also be found on the Health
lane on the Black Information
and The Mid-South Tribune
ONLINE at www.blackinforma-
tionhighway.com  

“Many Baby Boomers are leav-
ing their life’s work to chance,”
says a Family-Oriented
Investment Advisor.  Half of all
Americans with children do not
have a legal will, according to an
extensive survey done by the
legal service RocketLawyer.
“While the survey was conduct-
ed in 2012, the attitudes
Americans have on inheritance
and legacy matters tend to
remain static through the years,”
says Reid Abedeen, a partner at
Safeguard Investment Advisory
Group, LLC (www.safe-
guardinvestment.com).
He says there’s often a psycho-
logical disconnection in after-
death planning.
“Of course, these parents love
their children, and I think the
concept of dying and not being
there for their children is simply
not an option they consider,” he
says. “These folks are young and
still in their prime earning
years.”
More surprisingly, however, is

that fact that 41 percent of baby
boomers, age 55 to 64, do not
have a will, Abedeen says.
“As a family man with three

children, I understand the
importance of planning ahead
for things like a college educa-
tion,” he says. “For many fami-
lies, an important contribution
comes from older generations
who want their grandchildren to
have a bright future.”
Abedeen says the time to plan
for your financial legacy is now;
he offers suggestions on how to
move forward.
•Documentation is vital; sort out
your will a.s.a.p. A will is the
most basic estate-planning docu-
ment. It tells the world exactly
where you want your assets dis-
tributed when you die. While
you’re not legally required to
have a certified professional cre-
ate a will, you should strongly
consider one. These documents
are often contested by people
who are unhappy with the deci-
sions you made. You deserve the
peace of mind in knowing that
your life’s economic work will
be executed as specified, and
your family will be grateful to
you for not leaving them with
the headache of trying to sort out
your estate. Other crucial docu-
ments include your living will,
power of attorney, durable

Diagnosed with cancer;
What do you do next?
(Family Features) Receiving a
cancer diagnosis often comes as
a shock, for the person who is
diagnosed as well as family and
friends. It can be challenging to
know the right questions to ask,
or how to get the right informa-
tion heading in to treatment. 
Erica Campbell can attest to this
experience, as she was diag-
nosed with stage IV Hodgkin
lymphoma, after a routine doc-
tor’s visit last year. 
“When I was first diagnosed, I

was scared and there were a lot
of unknowns,” said Erica. “But
soon, I realized that I’m not
alone – my friends and family
are 100 percent behind me, and
my doctor made sure I had
access to detailed information
about Hodgkin lymphoma and
understood my treatment
options.”
A new resource, ARCH, was

created recently to help the near-
ly 80,000 people each year who
are diagnosed with lymphoma,
and those who care for them,
find information and support.      

 Erica Campbell

(Family Features) More than 5
million Americans are currently
suffering from Alzheimer’s dis-
ease and scientists expect this
number to triple by 2050.
Experts say that African
Americans are two to three
times more likely than white
Americans to develop the dis-
ease. A groundbreaking study
testing whether an investigation-
al drug can prevent or slow the
development of Alzheimer’s
seeks volunteers – including
African Americans – who have
just the earliest changes in their
brain associated with the disease
but don’t yet have any symp-
toms. 
The A4 Study (which stands for
the Anti-Amyloid in
Asymptomatic Alzheimer’s
study), funded by the National
Institute on Aging, Eli Lilly, and
several philanthropic organiza-
tions, seeks to delay
Alzheimer’s-related brain dam-
age and curb memory loss
before any outward signs devel-

There are actually over 60 dif-
ferent types of lymphoma, rang-
ing from aggressive to slower-
growing or chronic.  A better
understanding of the specific
diagnosis may help people feel
more empowered during treat-
ment discussions and better pre-
pared for the emotional and
physical challenges that may
come later.
ARCH is a partnership between
The Leukemia and Lymphoma
Society, Lymphoma Research
Foundation, CancerCare,
Association of Community
Cancer Centers and Genentech.
Along with support for people
affected by lymphoma,
Lymphomaresources.com will

include free downloadable mate-
rials for community cancer cen-
ters. These materials are for edu-
cational purposes and not
intended to replace the advice
and guidance of a doctor.

“Cancer can be an isolating
experience, but if you are living
with lymphoma you don’t have
to feel alone,” Erica empha-
sized. “Getting accurate infor-
mation about your diagnosis is
an important first step.” 
Visit Lymphomaresources.com
to:
•Learn about lymphoma
•Explore treatment options
•Find information about special-
ists
•Search financial support
options 
•Connect with patient communi-
ties

Creating 
your financial

legacy now

Alzheimer’s disease study seeks
African American volunteers
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op. Healthy people with normal
memories can join a clinical trial
aiming to prevent memory loss
associated with the disease.
“It is extremely important that

African Americans get involved
with this study,” said Reisa
Sperling, MD, principal investi-
gator of the A4 Study. “We need
to know why African Americans
develop Alzheimer’s in such
high numbers, and the A4 Study
offers new hope that we can give
people a way to fight back, give
them something they can active-
ly do to protect their own mem-
ories.”

This landmark study takes a
new approach to Alzheimer’s
research by testing for an elevat-
ed level of a protein known as
“amyloid” in the brain.
Scientists believe that elevated
amyloid in the brain may play an
important role in the eventual
development of memory loss
and Alzheimer’s.
Researchers say that the goal of

the A4 Study is to test whether

an investigational drug that tar-
gets amyloid plaques can help to
slow the progression of memory
loss associated with
Alzheimer’s. Another major
emphasis of the study is to help
determine why certain popula-
tions, including African
Americans, are more likely to
develop this disease.
“For too long, medicines have

been developed without substan-
tial research on how they work
specifically in African
Americans,” said Dr. Sperling.
“Medications that are used by
the entire community must be
developed and tested on the
entire community and that’s why
it is critical to volunteer for this
study.”  
The A4 Study requires 1,000
healthy participants between the
ages of 65 and 85 who have nor-
mal thinking and memory func-
tion to enroll in sites across the
United States. Researchers esti-
mate that 10,000 people will
need to be screened to find 1,000
individuals who qualify. Please see page 12

Travel on the Health and
Health Video lanes on The
Mid-South Tribune on the

Black InformationHighway.com

Dr. Janet Scott
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Books...

By Lionel Ntasano
A teenage boy flees war-torn

Africa and treks across the
world, from New York to Paris
and back to Africa, desperate to
find a greater meaning to life.
African teenager Nickolas
returns home from school one
day to find his family slaugh-
tered. Shell-shocked, Nickolas
escapes war-torn Burundi and

‘Greener on the Other Side’
follows  boy’s trek from a
war-torn Africa to New York 

Author Lionel Ntasano delivers new book of hope 

synopsis
flees to Manhattan, but the
bustling, superficial city has no
patience for the displaced young
refugee. 

Uprooted and determined,
Nickolas begins a new life
studying psychology and theolo-
gy. While at college, he meets
Levy, a narcissistic law student
that Nickolas follows to Paris
where they join Levy’s brother,
angry artist Stan. Nickolas wit-
nesses a love triangle develop-
ing as Stan and Levy vie for the
affections of wealthy socialite.
Embroiled in the storm of his
friends’ sins and self-obsession,
Nickolas struggles to find the
brighter side of mankind and, at
last, abandons his new life to go
home after ten years of running
away.
Returning to Burundi, Nickolas

is sure that his homeland has the
purity that eluded him in New
York and Paris. He is delighted
to find that both his childhood
best friend and his close relative
are still alive, and reconnects
with them, only to find them just
as mired in vice. Alcoholism,

womanizing, abuse, and self-
indulgence are just as rife in
Burundi and
Kenya. Nickolas learns that, on
each continent, men and women
are empty and corrupt with sex,
drug addiction and alcoholism.
Nickolas doggedly continues on
his soul-searching journey, his
spirit growing stronger as he
goes. Is the grass ever actually
Greener on the Other Side?

What does it mean to hope the
best for humanity and truly turn
everything over to God?

The passions and experiences of
a Burundian man seeing the
world are captured strikingly by
Lionel Ntasano in Greener on
the Other Side. Nickolas Jordan
is a bright, observant boy who
grows into a humble, conflicted
man of faith. The world treats

him savagely, from the murder
of his parents to the assault on
his friends’ integrity, but, ulti-
mately, Greener on the Other
Side is about understanding, for-
giveness and God. A solemn but
soaring work of realistic literary
fiction, Ntasano’s book is epic in
scale and powerful in purpose.
Nickolas Jordan’s flaws, his
virtues and his persevering faith
lead readers through many
nations, but more, importantly,
through the full range of human
morality.

About the author: 
Lionel Ntasano was born in

Bujumbura, Burundi and now
runs the Nonara Beach Resort in
his homeland. His life and work
have taken him through Zambia,
the United States, Kenya, France
and Switzerland, among others.
Writing Greener on the Other
Side has helped reconnect him
to family and friends after a tur-
bulent life of
glamour, travel and tragedy.
Greener on the Other Side by
Lionel Ntasano (RRP $18.99,
RRP $7.99 ebook) is available
now from retailers including
Amazon.com and can be ordered
from all good bookstores.

After witnessing a close family
member lose their fight to can-
cer, Danson E. Ubebe under-
stood how an individual could
question their belief in a higher
power. What started out as a
period of self-reflection —
whereby Danson documented
his personal relationship with
the Christian faith — soon trans-
formed into The Choice is
Yours, his thought-provoking
new book. Comprising sixty-
nine unique articles that cover a
wide range of subjects, from for-
giveness to prosperity, Danson
E. Ubebe offers vivid and
poignant insights into the Holy
Bible and the teachings it offers
followers of the Christian faith,
and others searching for comfort
or enlightenment. The Choice is
Yours provides an unambiguous
reading of the grace and truth
which came through Jesus
Christ examining the two sides
of life in conjunction with the
choices God has placed hands of
mankind.  The first surprising
disclosure from Ubebe, is that
the grace of God has no affinity
with any word which was appli-
cable to man before the advent
of Jesus Christ, suggesting that it
is neither an unmerited favor nor
an ordinary power. Offering an
insightful account of the Biblical
truth, in respect of eternal faith

John C. Maxwell to speak
at T.D. Jakes’ International
Pastors & Leadership Conf.

John C. Maxwell has achieved
the rarity of being a #1 New
York Times bestselling author,
coach, and speaker who has sold
more than 25 million books in
50 languages. Among his
numerous books are:
“Sometimes You Win,
Sometimes You Learn,” “The

John C. Maxwell

Five Levels of Leadership,” and
“How Successful People
Leader”. 
Maxwell will be part of a stellar
line up for Bishop T.D. Jakes
Presents the International
Pastors & Leadership
Conference from April 30-May
2 in Orlando, Florida. For more
information and to register, visit
www.tdjakes.org or call 1-800-
BISHOP 2.
Called America’s #1 leadership

authority, Maxwell received the
Mother Teresa Prize for Global
Peace and Leadership from the
Luminary Leadership Network
in 2014. That year he was also
identified as the most influential
leadership expert in the world by
Business Insider and Inc. maga-
zine. For six years, he has been
voted the top leadership profes-
sional on LeadershipGurus.net.
As the founder of The John
Maxwell Company, The John
Maxwell Team, and EQUIP, he
has trained more than 5 million
leaders in nearly every country

of the world. Each year Maxwell
speaks to Fortune 500 compa-
nies, presidents of nations, and
many of the world’s top business
leaders. He can be followed at
Twitter.com/JohnCMaxwell. For
more information, visit
JohnMaxwell.com.  

See more on Bishop T.D.
Jakes Presents the

International Pastors
&Leadership Conference

in this edition.
And travel on the 

Book lane on 
The Mid-South Tribune

and the 
Black Information

Highway 
at www.blackinformation

highway.com for book
news and reviews 

And travel on Business &
Economics lane for

business news
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Collection of short essays
offers in-depth reflections
on Holy Bible teachings

 

Jim Grimsley
tells ‘How I
Shed My Skin’

Jim Grimsley

By Lisa Howorth

"White people declared that the
South would rise again. Black
people raised a fist and chanted
for Black Power. Somehow we
negotiated a space between
those poles and learned to sit in
classrooms together . . .
Lawyers, judges, adults declared
that the days of separate schools
were over, but we were the ones
who took the next step. History
gave us a piece of itself. We
made of it what we could." --Jim
Grimsley 

In August of 1966, Jim
Grimsley entered the sixth grade
in his small eastern North
Carolina hometown. But this
year marked a significant shift in
the way the people there--espe-
cially the white people--lived
their lives. It was the year feder-
ally mandated integration of the
schools went into effect, at first
allowing students to change
schools through "freedom of

choice," replaced two years later
by forced integration. For Jim,
going to one of the private
schools that almost immediately
sprang up was not an option: his
family was too poor to consider
paying tuition, and while they
shared the community's dismay
over the mixing of the races,
they had bigger, more immedi-
ate problems to face. Now, more
than forty years later, Grimsley,
a critically acclaimed novelist,
revisits that school and those
times, remembering his personal
reaction to his first real exposure
to black children and to their
culture, and his growing aware-
ness of his own mostly unrecog-
nized racist attitudes. 
"How I Shed My Skin" is hon-

est, unflinching, and deeply
moving, an important work that
takes readers inside those class-
rooms and onto the playing
fields as, ever so tentatively,
alliances were forged and
friendships established, while all
around them the adults found it
impossible to accept the changes
being wrought. And as we mark
the fiftieth anniversary of this
turbulent time, Grimsley asks,
how far have we really come? 
"In all his beautiful works, Jim
Grimsley has told hard, hidden
truths in luminous, subtle prose.
Here, he renders history not on
the grand, sociological scale,
where it is usually written, but
on very personal terms, where it
is lived . . . But Grimsley's book
illuminates a very large theme--
the shadow old evil casts upon
the young . . . Exquisite." --
Moira Crone, author of "The
Not Yet"

Detour to Square Books
on 

www.squarebooks.com 
and check schedule 

for
book signings

Danson E. UbebePlease see page 12
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Presenting
the Education Quilt

Honoring the History of
HBCUs

The Education Quilt 
Presented by 

The Mid-South Tribune, 
Black Information Highway 

and  
Hancock Fabrics

Hancockfabrics.com or call
877-FABRICS     

For more information, 
travel on the Education Quilt lane
on the Black Information Highway

at www.
blackinformationhighway.com

“Welcome, Travelers!”

The Education Quilt has
the patches of the 
Freedom Colors of 

Red, Black, and Green

Historical Black Colleges and Universities served
when others did not. Enhance these schools to
educate all who thirst for knowledge! See the
entire issue on the Education and HBCU lanes on
the Black Information Highway.com

 

 

Immersive reporting and dra-
matic storytelling set you right
in the middle of the horrific
superstorm of April 2011, a
weather event that killed 348
people. 
April 27, 2011, marked the cli-

max of a superstorm that saw a
record 358 tornadoes rip through
twenty-one states in three days,
seven hours, and eighteen min-
utes. It was the deadliest day of

Creating your financial ... from page 10
power of attorney (including for
health care), joint ownership and
living trust.
•  Take full advantage where you
can. Legislation regarding the
federal estate tax is often under
debate, and the regulations
change every few years. For
example, by dying in 2010,
George Steinbrenner managed
to avoid having to pay any fed-
eral estate taxes. His heirs may
end up having to pay taxes on
their capital gains. But, since
their capital gains taxes are lim-
ited to 15 percent, the resulting
tax bill may be relatively small.
Steinbrenner’s attorney said the
Yankee owner had an “aggres-

‘What Stands in a Storm’
explores superstorm that
tore through Tornado Alley 

 

the biggest tornado outbreak in
recorded history, which saw 348
people killed, entire neighbor-
hoods erased, and $11 billion in
damage. The biggest of the tor-

Collections of short essays
from page 11
and the declaration that it is
appointed for man to die once,
Ubebe unveils the inner man or
the real personality in the union
of body, spirit and soul.
The Choice is Yours hopes to

stimulate discussion and encour-
age research into the Bible,
engaging not only individuals of
the Christian faith but also stu-
dents of theology and religious
scholarship. The Choice is
Yours will provide the opportu-
nity for readers to self-teach and
reevaluate their individual rela-
tionships with God presenting
the alternate options available to
every person.

sive and ongoing approach” to
managing his estate.
“You don’t have to be super-rich
to benefit from a proactive and
ongoing approach to estate man-
agement,” Abedeen says.
•  Choose wisely your gifts and
executors. Real property, finan-
cial investments, cash and per-
sonal possessions encompass
everything important that you
own. If you want more of your
legacy to go where you intend,
you ought to know how estate
taxes work. Once you have iden-
tified specific gifts you would
like to distribute, you can appor-
tion the rest of your estate in
equal shares among your heirs,

or you can split it into percent-
ages. For example, you may
decide to give 45 percent each to
two children and the remaining
10 percent to a sibling. Of
course, choose your executor,
the person responsible for carry-
ing out the wishes outlined in
the will, wisely.
•  Trusts can be another powerful
estate-management tool. A trust
is a legal entity that can own
property. Properly structured
trusts completely avoid probate
and avoid the delays and
expense that often accompany
probate. Trusts are not a matter
of public record. They’re a tool
for maintaining privacy. And,
even after your death, trusts can
provide some measure of control
over how assets are distributed
to children and other beneficiar-
ies. In addition, trusts are much
more difficult to contest than a
will.

Reid Abedeen is a partner at
Safeguard Investment Advisory
Group, LLC (www.safe-
guardinvestment.com). As an
investment advisor, Abedeen has
helped retirees for nearly two
decades with issues such as
insurance, long-term care plan-
ning, financial services, asset
protection and many other areas.
He holds California Life-Only and
Accident and Health licenses
(#0C78700), and holds a Series 65
license, and is registered through the
Financial 

Kim Cross

nadoes left scars across the land
so wide they could be seen from
space. But from the terrible
destruction emerged everyday

“What Stands in a Storm: Three Days in the Worst Superstorm to Hit the South's Tornado
Alley” (Hardcover) by Kim Cross, Rick Bragg , $25.00 Published: Atria Books

“The biggest of the torna-
does left scars across the
land so wide they could be
seen from space. But from
the terrible destruction
emerged everyday heroes,
neighbors and strangers
who rescued each other
from hell on earth. With
powerful emotion and
gripping detail, Cross
weaves together the heart-
wrenching stories of sev-
eral characters--including
three college students...”

heroes, neighbors and strangers
who rescued each other from
hell on earth. With powerful
emotion and gripping detail,
Cross weaves together the heart-
wrenching stories of several
characters--including three col-
lege students, a celebrity weath-
erman, and a team of hard-hit
rescuers--to create a nail-biting
chronicle in the Tornado Alley
of America. No, it's not
Oklahoma or Kansas; it's
Alabama, where there are more
tornado fatalities than anywhere
in the US, where the trees and
hills obscure the storms until
they're bearing down upon you.
For some, it's a story of survival,
and for others it's the story of
their last hours. 

Cross's immersive reporting
and dramatic storytelling sets
you right in the middle of the
very worst hit areas of Alabama,
where thousands of ordinary
people witnessed the sky falling
around them. Yet from the disas-
ter comes a redemptive message
that's just as real: In times of
trouble, the things that tear our
world apart also reveal what
holds us together.

Travel on the Book lane on The Mid-South Tribune and 
Black Information Highway at www.blackinformationhighway.com

Leadership Conf.
from page 9
customized to tasks encountered
in both the secular and religion
sectors.
Also, participating and hosting

as she does each year is Mrs.
Serita A. Jakes, wife of Bishop
T.D. Jakes and first lady of the
Potter’s House. Mrs. Jakes
serves as Executive Director of
The Potter’s House Women’s
Ministries and oversees Rahab
International Ministries for sur-
vivors of domestic violence, and
the much-respected God’s
Leading Ladies Life Enrichment
Program (GLL) for women who
want to develop positive person-
al and professional lifestyles.
Within the GLL, Mrs. Jakes
introduced the Debutante
Program for teenage girls which
was launched internationally in
2011.
This year’s International Pastors
& Leadership Conference will
showcase some of the most pop-
ular gospel artists known nation-
ally and internationally. Among
them is Anthony Brown who is a
young multi-talented artist and
songwriter. (See more on Brown
in this edition).
For more bios on speakers and

titles of their books and other
works, visit www.pastorsand-
leaders.org or www.tdjakes.org.
(And see more in this edition of
The Mid-South GOSPEL
Tribune).

Following on the heels of
IP&LC is another annual event
from the T.D. Jakes Ministries,
MegaFest which is set for
August 19-23 in Dallas, Texas.
MegaFest’s sub-theme is “It’s
An Experience; Something the
Entire Family to Enjoy”. This
family friendly event offers
seminars, fun and spiritual
enrichment.  One annual high-
light of the event is a segment
for kids to develop entrepreneur-
ial and financial skills. To regis-
ter and for more information,
visit www.mega-fest.org or
www.tdjakes.org or call 1-800-
BISHOP2 (1-800-247-4672). 

After working for over thirty
years for Shell as a professional
engineer, Nigerian-born Danson
E. Ubebe retired in 2014. He
lives in Port Harcourt, Nigeria
with his wife and children and is
the founder of the De Ubebe
Foundation, which promotes
Christian literature. The Choice
is Yours, by Danson E. Ubebe
(published by Matador RRP
$16.99 paperback, RRP $10.99
ebook) is available online at
retailers including amazon.co.uk
and can be ordered from all
good bookstores. For more
information please visit christth-
elordreign.com .
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