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Full text
remarks

by
President
Obama

and Pope
Francis on
U.S. visit

Controversy surrounds
Pope’s canonization of
Junípero Serra to saint

Why you should be thankful throughout year

By 
President Barack Obama

What a beautiful day the Lord
has made.  Holy Father, on
behalf of Michelle and myself,
welcome to the White House.  I
should explain that our backyard
is not typically this crowded --
but the size and spirit of today’s
gathering is just a small reflec-
tion of the deep devotion of
some 70 million American
Catholics.  It reflects, as well,
the way that your message of
love and hope has inspired so
many people across our nation
and around the world.  So on
behalf of the American people, it
is my great honor and privilege
to welcome you to the United
States of America.  

Today, we mark many firsts.
Your Holiness, you have been
celebrated as the first Pope from
the Americas.  This is your first
visit to the United States.  And
you are also the first pontiff to
share an encyclical through a
Twitter account.  
Holy Father, your visit not only

allows us, in some small way, to
reciprocate the extraordinary
hospitality that you extended to
me at the Vatican last year.  It
also reveals how much all
Americans, from every back-

It’s every parent’s worst night-
mare: going through the death of
their young child.

On Thanksgiving eve 2011,
Karen Perry lost all three of her
children – Morgan, Logan and
Luke – and their father, Shawn,
when their plane crashed into
Superstition Mountain in
Arizona minutes after takeoff.
To this day, she still has ques-
tions for the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), which
made airspace changes in the
area not long before the tragedy
occurred. Perry – a lifelong
pilot, skilled aviator and long-
time flight attendant – says
there’s no doubt the FAA’s air-
space design contributed to the
crash, even though pilot error
was blamed for the accident.
The Arizona Pilot’s Association
(APA) was a vocal opponent of
the design change, and the
Aircraft Owners and Pilot’s

Dr. James L. Snyder

I do not often get under the
weather; after all, as tall as I am
my head is usually in the clouds.
At least, the Gracious Mistress
of the Parsonage thinks this is
the case. And who is to argue
with her. But this time I was
under the weather.
My head was stuffed and every

other breath I took I had a
sneezing fit. I felt miserable. I
looked miserable. I know this
because my wife said, "You
look miserable." And, I was
miserable.

Being in such a delicate condi-
tion, I had completely forgotten
what time of the year it was. In
fact, I did not even know what
time of the day it was.

I vaguely remember my wife
saying something to the effect
that she was going somewhere
and to be ready for something or
other. In my condition, I could
not have cared less. She could
have taken a trip to the moon
and I would not have cared. All
I wanted was to be left alone to
wallow in my ocean of misery.

I was dressed in my old
raggedy bathrobe, a sort of com-
fort piece of clothing when I am
not feeling well. I have had it for
197 years and it looks like it.
When I am sick is the one piece
of clothing that I can wrap
around myself and feel some
semblance of comfort.
Taking refuge in my easy chair,

I pampered myself with a nice
hot cup of tea with honey. I had
a slight fever and my head was
thumping like a marching band
at a football game. Trying to
ease my pain, I wrap my head in
a wet towel. My eyes were
bulging and watery as if I had
just swallowed a hot spicy
Mexican taco in one gulp. To

Please see page 7

African Diaspora Arts,
Culture and Diversity

Celebrated

MIAMI, Nov. 16, 2015
/PRNewswire/ -- Following a
successful launch last year, the
Greater Miami Convention &
Visitors Bureau (GMCVB)
brings back Art of Black Miami,
a platform that shines a spotlight
on local, national and interna-
tional art and artists representing
the African diaspora.  Art of
Black Miami takes part during
the destination's premier art
event, Art Basel Miami Beach.
This signature initiative is a cel-
ebration of the abundant artistic
diversity found within Miami's
mosaic and heritage-rich neigh-
borhoods. Residents and visitors
will experience new artwork and
projects while attending special
events, meeting artists, visiting

By Dr.  Eugene Stovall
Special to 

The Mid-South GOSPEL
Tribune 
on the 

Black Information Highway
www.

blackinformationhighway.com 

Oakland, CA -  In the final
event of his papal visit to the
US, Pope Francis canonized a
man, responsible for the
enslavement, torture and murder
of 300, 000 Native American
people. Unlike other Jesuits sent
to the New World, Serra was
more interested in the native
people’s hereditary lands than
their immortal souls. Serra’s
California missions delivered
fabulous riches to Spain from
which the Vatican got a healthy
cut. So with pomp and ritual, the
Pope canonized the man who
played such a dramatic role in
furthering western civilization’s
expansion and white people’s
centuries-long crusade against
non-white people.  The calculat-
ed deliberation with which Pope
Francis canonized Father
Junipero Serra gave the world a
frank glimpse into the soul of
white folks.
With Serra’s canonization, Pope

“Unlike other Jesuits sent
to the New World, Serra
was more interested in the
native people’s hereditary
lands than their immortal
souls. Serra’s California
missions delivered fabu-
lous riches to Spain from
which the Vatican got a
healthy cut...”

Francis gave himself an oppor-
tunity to endorse the ultra right
extremist policies pursued for
decades by the United States, at
home and around the world. For
centuries, the Vatican has
encouraged religious crusades
against non-Christians. The
Catholic Church’s crusade
against the Native American
peoples of the Americas gave
the Vatican the wealth it now
enjoys. And the Pope made clear
in canonizing Junipero Serra
that genocide against non-white
peoples was as praiseworthy in
the 18th century and as the
genocide occurring in the
Middle East is praiseworthy
today. Francis wants America to
“stay the course” until western
civilization has established total
dominance over its ‘enemies.’

The ‘Saintliness’ Of Junipero
Serra

In the early eighteenth century,
the King of Spain learned that
Russian fur traders were invad-
ing the fabulous land in the
Americas known as California.
The Russians had even named
an important California water-
way, Russian River. The king
directed Jesuit priests—accom-

panied by Spanish soldiers— to
baptize and educate the native
peoples living in this land so
they could become Spanish sub-
jects. Spain based its claim to
lands in the Americas on the
people loyal to the Spanish
Crown living there. The king
directed the Jesuits to protect
both the native residents whom
the king considered Spanish
subjects, as well as the land
which the king considered
belonging to Spain. By taking up
residence in the villages of the
native peoples and living with
them, the other Jesuit priests car-
ried out the king’s instructions.
Junipero Serra, however, decid-
ed that the king’s directive gave
him a mandate to engage in
regime change and empire
building. 

Serra reasoned that the king

really wanted settlements in
California inhabited by
Spaniards, not squalid villages
occupied by natives. So the
Franciscan priest directed his
soldiers to loot the Indian vil-
lages of their valuables, animals
and food supplies and then burn
them to the ground. Afterwards
Serra offered the survivors a
choice: convert to Christianity
and submit to perpetual servi-
tude or die. With an unlimited
supply of free labor and an
unlimited amount of building
materials and supplies, Serra
embarked upon the construction
project that made Spain domi-
nant in California for the
remainder of the eighteenth cen-
tury and into the nineteenth.
Serra’s missions—spaced a
day’s ride from one another
between Los Angeles and San
Francisco— served as military
outposts, agricultural plantations
as well as religious communi-
ties. For the native peoples,
however, Junipero Serra’s mis-
sions were death camps admin-
istered barbarously, inhumanely
and sadistically.
The native peoples labored on

Junipero Serra’s missions from

Please see page 8

...More on the canonization  of Junipero Serra

By Rev. Elizabeth Leung
Minister for Racial Justice

During his recent visit to the
United States, Pope Francis pro-
nounced the 18th century
Spanish friar, Junípero Serra a

“saint.” Serra built the first nine
of a twenty-one missions system
across California that served as
religious and military outpost
for assimilating Indigenous pop-
ulations to European culture and
Christianity. On the day of can-
onization Californian American
Indians, descendants of the sur-
vivors of the mission system, led
by the Ohlone/Costanoan-
Esselen Nation of the greater
Monterey County on whose
ancestral lands the Carmel
Mission stands, called for a day
of mourning, prayer and truth-
telling.

Since early 2015, numerous

Indigenous nations and Native
American organizations, includ-
ing the Ohlone/Costanoan-
Esselen Nation, Amah Mutsun
Tribal Band, Acjachemen
Nation: Juaneño Band of
Mission Indians, Pechanga Band
of Luiseño Indians, California
Association of Tribal
Governments, the American
Indian Movement and more, had
called on the Pope to reverse the
process of canonization, to no
avail. In his speech for Serra’s
canonization, the Pope said that
“[i]t is difficult to judge the past
by the criteria of the present.” I
think The Atlantic rightly asked

“Is the Pope trying to redeem
colonialism?”
Junípero Serra has been both

hailed and pilloried as the
Columbus of California. In
recent years many have come to
understand the legacy of the
15th century Spanish explorer
Christopher Columbus, who
landed in the Caribbean, in a
new light. Columbus enslaved
and tortured Indigenous people
in the quest for land and gold.
People who support Serra’s can-
onization say that, unlike
Columbus, Serra modeled his

Rev. Elizabeth Leung

Association (AOPA) sued the
FAA for it – citing inevitable
accidents – but the AOPA lost.
While continuing to seek
answers for the crash, Perry has
been coping with her loss, in
part, by appreciating what she
had.
“Unexpectedly, I became preg-
nant at 38; I didn’t know I could
conceive,” says Perry, whose
story made national headlines
and was featured on the Oprah
Winfrey Network.
“We had another child when I
was 40, and then again when I
was 42. I lost them all – my chil-
dren and their father – in an
instant. My twin passions, my
family and my work, collided
into a million pieces on a moun-
tain peak that I could see from
my backyard.”
Her story is told in “Angels
Three: The Karen Perry Story,”
(3wingsoflife.org/book/), writ-
ten by Landon J. Napoleon, a

book Publishers Weekly calls
“Haunting, yet inspirational.”
•  “I am thankful.” She explains
why: “How do I feel thankful in
all that has happened? I am
thankful to God for my life, I am
thankful to have had these amaz-
ing little people in my life who
have taught me so much. I am
thankful for the outpouring of
love, compassion, and human
kindness that touched me very
deeply. Beyond that, what can
we all be thankful to God for?
We can be thankful for fresh air,
sunshine, for the people in our
lives, for the things that we love,
for being able to see, to hear, to
feel. All things that God has
made possible for us.”
•  Even though it was never easy
… When Perry was age 4, she
lost her 2-year-old sister to
Leukemia, her first lesson of
loss and heartache. Her parents,
devastated, eventually divorced.
Consumed by grief, Perry’s

Please see page 2

mother couldn’t properly care
for her. Custody went to Perry’s
father, a 20-something who was-
n’t sure he could care for the
girl. He openly considered adop-
tion, but after many tears and
heartfelt pleading from his
daughter, he maintained custody
of her. Later, as Perry thrived in
her career in aviation, she felt
the pull of wanting a family, but
she and her first husband could-
n’t conceive. They divorced.
After suffering a string of med-
ical emergencies – involving
Peritonitis, which is 99 percent
fatal, and breast cancer – Perry
eventually gave birth to three
children with her second hus-
band.

Please see page 2

The many
funny

faces of
the season

Please see page 3

Greater Miami
Convention &

Visitors Bureau
brings back
‘The Art of

Black Miami’

Please see page 2

Mother who lost three children in plane crash explains her reasons for gratitude

Remarks made on South
Lawn of White House on

September 23, 2015 



Winter 2015 The Mid-South GOSPEL Tribune Page 2 

 

Travel on the 
Black Information

Highway
www.

blackinformation
highway.com

Welcome, Travelers!

“Write the vision and make it plain on tablets, that he may  run who reads it.”

See
The Mid-South Tribune’s 

20th Annual Black History Special Edition
on the Black History Lane

on the
Black Information Highway.com

www.blackinformationhighway.com

Welcome, Travelers!
Watch for the 21st Annual Black History Edition in Feb. 2016!

See more Opinions on Op/Ed pages in this 
edition

 

Why you should be
thankful through year
from front page
“That I was able to have my
three angels was a blessing for
which I’ll always be grateful,
even though my time with them
on this Earth was brief,” she
says.    

She embraces hope with her
non-profit, 3 Wings of Life.
Recently, Perry has turned hor-
rific tragedy into new hope as
president and co-founder of the
non-profit organization 3 Wings
of Life. It is a faith-based, non-
profit organization dedicated to
embracing the unique needs of
the children in her community.
Among the organization’s pro-
grams is an equine assisted ther-
apy – cognitive therapy for kids
with emotional and behavioral
issues using friendly and acces-
sible horses.
“Helping others with an open

heart is very affirming, and it’s
one of the best things you can do
for yourself to continue healing
and better appreciate what
you’ve been given in life,” Perry
says.

About Karen Perry
On Thanksgiving eve 2011,

The many funny faces of the season
from front page
monitor my temperature I
sucked a thermometer. I must
have looked a sight, but I was
not anticipating being a contest-
ant at a beauty pageant.

The only thing I was anticipat-
ing was a quiet evening where I
could recuperate from whatever
deadly disease I had contracted.
At least, I wanted the last few
hours of my life to be in some
semblance of peace because I
knew I would not last the
evening.

The only thing that brought
comfort to me at the time was
that my death would probably be
painless. I hate pain. It would be
a terrible thing to die a painful
death. But in my delicate condi-
tion, any death would be a wel-
comed friend.

Just as I was about to embrace
my old friend, I was aroused by
a terrible explosion. It seemed
like the noise rocked the very
foundation of the house. The
noise shook me completely to a
point of semi-consciousness.

Just as I opened my bleary
eyes, there was another explo-
sion, this time louder than
before. My thoughts lead me to
believe some terrorist was
attacking my house with the
ferocity of a nuclear bomb.

Should I or should I not go to
the door to see what all the clam-
or was about? I was in no condi-
tion to make any rational deci-
sion so I went to the front door
to check on the noise.

It took several moments for me
to extract myself from my chair
and stand up. Once up, every

step I took reverberated in my
head like the tom-toms of a
thousand war drums

I painfully shuffled to the front
door. I slowly opened the door
and through bleary, watery eyes,
I could make out the shadowy
forms of six miniature aliens. As
soon as the door was wide open
all six of them shrieked, dropped
their bags and ran up the street
screaming at the top of their
lungs, "a monster, a monster."

It so frightened me that I did a
little shouting myself. I
slammed the door and ran as fast
as I could to my easy chair. As
soon as my breathing became
somewhat normal, I convinced
myself that I had a bad night-
mare.
Later on, I heard some mum-

bling rumbling sound. It has a
familiar ring to it but I really
could not place it at the time. I
slowly opened my eyes and
there was my wife looking at me
and saying, "You remembered
that tonight was trick-or-treat
night for the children?"
Not wanting to start up the tom-

toms in my head again, I whis-

pered very delicately, "Huh."
Then I fell back into my chair
into a deep sleep dreaming of six
aliens dancing and taunting me
in my head.

The next morning I felt some-
what better and around the
breakfast table my wife casually
mentioned, "Did we have any
trick-or-treaters last night?"

I stop to think for a moment
and then said, "I don't think any-
body came to our door last
night."

"Then," she asked, "where did
these six bags of candy come
from I found at our front door
when I come home last night?"

Things are not always as they
seem. When the whole picture is
not in view it is easy to jump to
the wrong conclusion. The Bible
says, "For now we see through a
glass, darkly; but then face to
face: now I know in part; but
then shall I know even as also I
am known." (1 Corinthians
13:12 KJV).
Things look blurry now but one

day we have the assurance that
we will see things clearly and
know things perfectly.

***

The Rev. James L. Snyder is
pastor of the Family of God
Fellowship, 1471 Pine Road ,
Ocala , FL 34472 . He lives with
his wife, Martha, in Silver
Springs Shores . Call him at
352-687-4240 or e-mail jamess-
nyder2@att.net. The church
website is www.whatafellow-
ship.com.

Greater Miami Convention & Visitors Bureau brings
back ‘The Art of Black Miami ... from front page
pop-up art galleries and more.  A
dedicated website –
www.ArtOfBlackMiami.com –
provides real-time updates and
more information on the African
diaspora art representing
African-American, Caribbean,
Latin American and African cul-
tures. 
"The GMCVB's newly formed

Multicultural Tourism
Department is proud to bring
back Art of Black because it
combines two leading pillars in
our community:  the diversity of
our heritage-rich neighborhoods
and our global position as a pre-
mier art and culture destination,"
says GMCVB President & CEO,
William D. Talbert, III, CDME.
"Having just announced another
record-breaking year in tourism
welcoming 15.1 million
overnight visitors to Greater
Miami we know that visitors
extend their vacation and stay
longer to experience art and cul-
ture in our multicultural neigh-
borhoods."
The City of Miami will extend
their iconic trolley routes in
order to provide free transporta-
tion for Art of Black Miami par-
ticipants around heritage neigh-
borhoods.  Community pockets
within Miami and The Beaches
are embracing the event with
specially programmed exhibits
such as "Soul Basel" in historic
Overtown and TIZITA (Ti-zee-
ta), a fine art group exhibition
featuring Ethiopian and African
Diaspora art on Miami Beach. 
More than forty-seven (47)
events in Miami's heritage

neighborhoods (including Little
Haiti, Coconut Grove, Liberty
City, Opa-Locka, Historic
Overtown, Wynwood, MiMo
District, Miami Gardens, Coral
Gables and Downtown) and
throughout the destination
include:
•At the Historic Lyric Theatre
Cultural Arts Complex, present
Soul Basel from December 2 –
6, Art Africa Miami Arts
Fairwill feature a multidiscipli-
nary exhibition of fine contem-
porary art from the global
African Diaspora. The central
idea of Art Africa Miami is to
present an array of visual works
that pay homage to the centrality
of Africa and its descendant's
contribution to the modern art
world.
•Miami's Yeelen Gallery in
Little Haiti feature "What's
Inside Her Never Dies… A
Black Woman's Legacy" –
Being a black woman is a jour-
ney oftentimes taxed with a his-
tory of ruined and objectified
bodies that recall and carry on
complex legacies of suffering
and struggle. Through painting,
drawing, photography, and
sculpture, "What's Inside Her
Never Dies… A Black Women's
Legacy" presents the dignity,
distress, and character of these
heroes who affect us generation
after generation.
•In celebration of Art Basel
Miami Beach (December 3-6) at
the Futurama Building, local
artists will paint patio umbrellas
which are displayed along his-
toric Calle 8 in Little Havana.

•"Through the Eyes of Others"
presented by the Opa-Iocka
Community Development
Corporation aims to provide a
critical platform for re-imaging
the past, present and future pos-
sibilities of blackness as some-
thing more complex than race.
What words, actions and images
can interrogate the culture of
violence, distrust and hatred
applied to black people? While
stereotype images of black peo-
ple continue to reinforce nega-
tive attitudes, work in the exhi-
bition resists and defies easy
consumption of these subjects.
•PEREZ ART MUSEUM
MIAMI Presents "No
Boundaries: Aboriginal
Australian Contemporary
Abstract Painting" brings
together the work of nine
Aboriginal Australian artists
who are leader within their com-
munity and while they began
painting late in life, their works
explore complex and innovative
modes of abstraction. Relating
to cultural systems, religious
beliefs, and social structures,
these intricate works are at once
distinctly grounded in the con-
text of Aboriginal life and pro-
foundly resonant with abstract
painting of the 20th and 21st
centuries.
•The Little Haiti Cultural Center
will feature The Borderless
Caribbean exhibition which is
part of the larger Global
Caribbean art program started
by the Haitian Cultural Arts
Alliance in 2009. It has been
designed to create an artistic dia-

logue, and to encourage
exchange between Caribbean
and Miami-based artists, which
have emerged from the
Caribbean Diaspora. (December
4 – January 17)
The Greater Miami Convention

& Visitors Bureau (GMCVB) is
an independent accredited not-
for-profit sales and marketing
organization whose mission is to
attract visitors to Greater Miami
and the Beaches for leisure,
business and conventions.   
For a vacation guide visit the

website at
www.MiamiandBeaches.com or
call 1-888-76-Miami
(US/Canada only) or 305-447-
7777. To reach the GMCVB
offices dial 305-539-3000.
Meeting planners may call 1-
800-933-8448 (US/Canada
only) or 305-539-3071 or visit
www.MiamiMeetings.com. To
get further engaged with Miami
and the Beaches, join the con-
versation by following on their
social media channels at
Facebook.com/vis i tmiami,
Twitter.com/miamiandbeaches,
Instagram.com/miamiandbeach-
es and Pinterest.com/miamiand-
beaches.

Detour to the Travel and
Florida lanes of our sister
publication   on The Mid-

South Tribune and the
Black Information Highway

at
www.
black

informationhighway.com
December 1, 2015 (Atlanta,

GA) -  The Conference of
National Black Churches
(CNBC), applauds Mayor Rahm
Emmanuel’s call for Chicago
Police Superintendent Gary
McCarthy to resign his position.
We also find it appropriate that
the Cook County State’s
Attorney, Anita Alvarez, resign
in light of her gross mismanage-
ment of the Laquan McDonald
case.  Black religious leaders
however, recognize that there is
a deeper systemic problem that
will likely survive the replace-
ment of individuals in positions
of power.  We bring the moral
authority of Black Churches to

Karen Perry’s life changed for-
ever when her three young chil-
dren and their father died in a
plane that crashed into
Superstition Mountain in
Arizona. The story made nation-
al headlines and was featured on
the Oprah Winfrey Network.
Everyone wanted to know: How
does Perry, a lifelong pilot,
skilled aviator and longtime
flight attendant comprehend, let
alone process, such a loss?
“Angels Three: The Karen Perry
S t o r y , ”
(3wingsoflife.org/book/), writ-
ten by Landon J. Napoleon,
reveals a mother’s journey after
unimaginable loss. 

Statement from Conference of
National Black Churches on
resignation of Chicago police
superintendent McCarthy

bear on destructive systems
nationwide that impact African
Americans disproportionately.

Dr. W. Franklyn Richardson,
Chairman, Conference of
National Black Churches

“Helping others with an
open heart is very affirm-
ing, and it’s one of the best
things you can do for
yourself to continue heal-
ing and better appreciate
what you’ve been given in
life...” 

“The only thing that
brought comfort to me at
the time was that my death
would probably be pain-
less. I hate pain. It would
be a terrible thing to die a
painful death. But in my
delicate condition, any
death would be a wel-
comed friend...”

The Conference of National Black Churches
to present ‘The Healing of Our Nation: Race
& Reconciliation’ on Tuesday, December 15
New York, NY (Wednesday,
December 2, 2015) - - - Rev. Dr.
W. Franklyn Richardson,
Chairman of The Conference of
National Black Churches Board
of Directors (CNBC), and pastor
of Grace Baptist Church in
Mount Vernon, New York,
announced that CNBC will con-

vene a historic cross-racial reli-
gious dialogue honoring the
lives, legacies, and spirit of rec-
onciliations of those effected by
the massacre of nine parish-
ioners earlier this year. “The
Healing of our Nation: Race and
Reconciliation” will take place
from December 15-17 at the
Marriot in Charleston with a
special ecumenical service at
Mother Emanuel AME, the
church in Charleston, South
Carolina that was the site of the
June 17, 2015 massacre.
Expected participants include
the leadership of CNBC along
with national leaders of the pre-
dominantly white denomina-
tions including some of the fol-
lowing people: Dr. James
Forbes, Senior Minister
Emeritus Riverside Church;
Dean John W. Kinney, Virginia
Union University; Dr. Michael
Eric Dyson; Marvin A.
McMickle, Colgate Rochester
Crozer Divinity School;  Rev.
Nelson Rivers, III, Charity
Baptist Church; Dr. Camara
Phyllis Jones, President -
American Public Health
Association; Dr. Freddie
Haynes, III, Senior Pastor,
Friendship-West Baptist Church,
Dallas, TX; Bishop Herman
Yoos, South Carolina Synod -
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America; Dr.  Edward L.
Wheeler, President of the
I n t e r d e n o m i n a t i o n a l
Theological Center in Atlanta, to
name a few.
According to Rev. Dr. W.
Franklyn Richardson: “The
Mother Emmanuel AME Church
in Charleston, SC signaled the
need to create new space for
serious dialogue and hard work
towards the removal of racial
barriers and the resolution of
racial tension. To that end, the
consultation is a bold and urgent
call to initiate a cross-racial,
ecumenical dialogue to address
the racial hurts that have recent-
ly been laid so grotesquely at the
doors of churches. The hurts of
the nation have come to the
prayer room of the Black
Church and CNBC has called on
key leaders of religious bodies
across the country to come

together for a three-day confer-
ence to participate in this urgent
conversation. The leadership of
the seven largest historically
Black denominations in
America, in partnership with
majority White denominations,
is uniquely suited to address and
implement new solutions for a
new era. With nationally organ-
ized institutional structures con-
necting thousands of churches,

these denominations are
pipelines to millions of voices of
hope and despair, victory and
struggle in communities all
across the country. It is our hope
that this national ecumenical,
cross-racial gathering will
inspire local efforts, as well as
cement CNBC as a permanent

Please see page 3
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Minister Sherry Ivy

Having God's favor on our lives
will do extraordinary things for us

Read Minister Sherry
Ivy’s columns on the
Religion lane of The

Mid-South Tribune and
The Mid-South

GOSPEL Tribune on 
the 

Black Information
Highway at www.
blackinformation

highway.com
Welcome, Travelers!

For more information, detour to WWW. TDJAKES.ORG

By Minister Sherry Ivy,
Religion Columnist 

for
The Mid-South GOSPEL

Tribune, 
The Mid-South Tribune, 

and the 
Black Information Highway

www.
blackinformationhighway.com

When we live a godly life and do
things to please the Lord He will
grant His FAVOR on our lives.
"Thou hast granted me life and
favor, and thy visitation hath
preserved my spirit." (Job
10:12)

Having God's FAVOR on Our
Lives Will Do the Following
Things for Us:
Bless and Protect Us - God's

FAVOR will cause people to go
out their way to bless us without
even knowing they're doing it.
His FAVOR will also shield us
with His protection from our
enemies. "For thou, Lord, wilt
bless the righteous; with favor
wilt thou compass him as with a
shield."(Psalm 5:12)
Give Us Favor with God and

Man - God's FAVOR will build
our conduct on His truth and it
will earn us a good name and
reputation in the sight of Him
and man. "So shalt thou find
favor and good understanding in
the sight of God and man."

Pres. Obama’s and Pope Francis’ remarks on U.S. visit... from front page

ground and every faith, value the
role that the Catholic Church
plays in strengthening America.
From my time working in
impoverished neighborhoods
with the Catholic Church in
Chicago, to my travels as
President, I’ve seen firsthand
how, every single day, Catholic
communities, priests, nuns, laity
are feeding the hungry, healing
the sick, sheltering the home-
less, educating our children, and
fortifying the faith that sustains
so many. 

And what is true in America is
true around the world.  From the
busy streets of Buenos Aires to
the remote villages in Kenya,
Catholic organizations serve the
poor, minister to prisoners, build
schools, build homes, operate
orphanages and hospitals.  And
just as the Church has stood with
those struggling to break the
chains of poverty, the Church so
often has given voice and hope
to those seeking to break the
chains of violence and oppres-
sion. 

And yet, I believe the excite-
ment around your visit, Holy
Father, must be attributed not
only to your role as Pope, but to
your unique qualities as a per-
son.  In your humility, your
embrace of simplicity, in the
gentleness of your words and the
generosity of your spirit, we see
a living example of Jesus’ teach-
ings, a leader whose moral
authority comes not just through
words but also through deeds.  

You call on all of us, Catholic
and non-Catholic alike, to put
the “least of these” at the center
of our concerns.  You remind us
that in the eyes of God our meas-
ure as individuals, and our meas-
ure as a society, is not deter-
mined by wealth or power or
station or celebrity, but by how
well we hew to Scripture’s call
to lift up the poor and the mar-
ginalized -- to stand up for jus-
tice and against inequality, and
to ensure that every human
being is able to live in dignity
–because we are all made in the
image of God.  

You remind us that “the Lord’s
most powerful message” is
mercy.  And that means welcom-
ing the stranger with empathy
and a truly open heart –from the
refugee who flees war-torn lands
to the immigrant who leaves
home in search of a better life.  It
means showing compassion and
love for the marginalized and the
outcast, to those who have suf-
fered, and those who have
caused suffering and seek
redemption.  You remind us of
the costs of war, particularly on
the powerless and defenseless,
and urge us toward the impera-
tive of peace.  
Holy Father, we are grateful for

your invaluable support of our
new beginning with the Cuban
people -- which holds out the
promise of better relations
between our countries, greater
cooperation across our hemi-
sphere, and a better life for the
Cuban people.  We thank you for
your passionate voice against
the deadly conflicts that ravage
the lives of so many men,
women and children, and your
call for nations to resist the
sirens of war and resolve dis-
putes through diplomacy.

You remind us that people are

only truly free when they can
practice their faith freely.   Here
in the United States, we cherish
religious liberty.  It was the basis
for so much of what brought us
together.  And here in the United
States, we cherish our religious
liberty, but around the world, at
this very moment, children of
God, including Christians, are
targeted and even killed because
of their faith.  Believers are pre-
vented from gathering at their
places of worship.  The faithful
are imprisoned, and churches are
destroyed.  So we stand with you
in defense of religious freedom
and interfaith dialogue, knowing
that people everywhere must be
able to live out their faith free
from fear and free from intimi-
dation.  

And, Holy Father, you remind
us that we have a sacred obliga-
tion to protect our planet, God’s
magnificent gift to us.  We sup-
port your call to all world lead-
ers to support the communities
most vulnerable to changing cli-
mate, and to come together to
preserve our precious world for
future generations.  

Your Holiness, in your words
and deeds, you set a profound
moral example.  And in these
gentle but firm reminders of our
obligations to God and to one
another, you are shaking us out
of complacency.  All of us may,
at times, experience discomfort
when we contemplate the dis-
tance between how we lead our
daily lives and what we know to
be true, what we know to be
right.  But I believe such dis-
comfort is a blessing, for it
points to something better.  You
shake our conscience from
slumber; you call on us to
rejoice in Good News, and give
us confidence that we can come
together in humility and service,
and pursue a world that is more
loving, more just, and more free.
Here at home and around the
world, may our generation heed
your call to “never remain on the
sidelines of this march of living
hope.”
For that great gift of hope, Holy

Father, we thank you, and wel-
come you, with joy and grati-
tude, to the United States of
America.  

***

REMARKS FROM HIS
HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS

Mr. President, I am deeply grate-
ful for your welcome in the
name of the all Americans.  As a
son of an immigrant family, I am
happy to be a guest in this coun-
try, which was largely built by
such families.  

I look forward to these days of
encounter and dialogue in which
I hope to listen to and share
many of the hopes and dreams
of the American people.  During
my visit, I will have the honor of
addressing Congress, where I

hope, as a brother of this coun-
try, to offer words of encourage-
ment to those called to guide the
nation’s political future in fideli-
ty to its founding principles.  I
will also travel to Philadelphia
for the eighth World Meeting of
Families to celebrate and sup-
port the institutions of marriage
and the family at this critical
moment in the history of our
civilization.  

Mr. President, together with
their fellow citizens, American
Catholics are committed to
building a society which is truly
tolerant and inclusive, to safe-
guarding the rights of individu-
als and communities, and to
rejecting every form of unjust
discrimination.  With countless
other people of good will, they
are likewise concerned that
efforts to build a just and wisely
ordered society respect their
deepest concerns and the right to
religious liberty.  That freedom

reminds one of America’s most
precious possessions.  And, as
my brothers, the United States
Bishops, have reminded us, all
are called to be vigilant, precise-
ly as good citizens, to preserve
and defend that freedom from
everything that would threaten
or compromise it.  

Mr. President, I find it encour-
aging that you are proposing an
initiative for reducing air pollu-
tion.  Accepting the urgency, it
seems clear to me also that cli-
mate change is a problem which
can no longer be left to our
future generation.  When it
comes to the care of our com-
mon home, we are living at a
critical moment of history.  We
still have time to make the
change needed to bring about a
sustainable and integral devel-
opment, for we know that things
can change.  

Such change demands on our
part a serious and responsible

recognition not only of the kind
of world we may be leaving to
our children, but also to the mil-
lions of people living under a
system which has overlooked
them.  Our common home has
been part of this group of the
excluded, which cries out to
heaven and which today power-
fully strikes our homes, our
cities, our societies.  To use a
telling phrase of the Reverend
Martin Luther King, we can say
that we have defaulted on a
promissory note, and now is the
time to honor it.  

We know by faith that the
Creator does not abandon us; He
never forsakes his loving plan or
repents of having created us.
Humanity has the ability to work
together in building our com-
mon home.  As Christians
inspired by this certainty, we
wish to commit ourselves to the
conscious and responsible care
of our common home.

(Proverbs 3:4)
Rest Upon Us - When the

Lord's FAVOR is upon us it will
make us successful in every
thing we do on our jobs, in our
businesses, in our ministries and
others will recognize it.  "May
the favor of the Lord our God

rest on us; establish the works of
our hands for us -yes, establish
the works of our hands."
(Psalms 90:17)
Our Enemies cannot Triumph
Over Us- The FAVOR of God
will give us the victory over our
enemies. No matter what they

try to do to us they will not win.
"By this I know that thou
favourest me, because mine
enemy doth not triumph over
me." (Psalm 41:11)                     

Grace and Honor - God's
FAVOR gives us His Grace and
honor and there is no good that
He will keep back from us or
refuse to give us. For the Lord
God is a sun and shield, the Lord
bestows favor and honor. No
good things does he withhold
from those who walk upright-
ly."(Psalm 84:11)

So be encouraged today and
always remember God's anger
only lasts a little while but His
FAVOR lasts a lifetime. "For his
anger endureth but a moment; in
his favor is life; weeping may
endure for a night, but joy
cometh in the morning."(Psalms
30:5)                                        

***
Minister Sherry Ivy may be con-
tacted by writing to Pastor
Willie & Minister Sherry Ivy,
Healing and Yoke Destroying
Ministry, P. O. Box 714, Macon,
MS. 39341 or email her at min-
sivy@yahoo.com .

“You remind us that peo-
ple are only truly free
when they can practice
their faith freely.   Here in
the United States, we cher-
ish religious liberty.  It
was the basis for so much
of what brought us togeth-
er.”

Mr. President, the efforts which
were recently made to mend
broken relationships and to open
new doors to cooperation within
our human family represent pos-
itive steps along the path of rec-
onciliation, justice and freedom.

I would like all men and
women of good will in this great
nation to support the efforts of
the international community to
protect the vulnerable in our
world and to stimulate integral
and inclusive models of devel-
opment -- so that our brothers
and sisters everywhere may
know the blessings of peace and
prosperity which God wills for
all his children.

Mr. President, once again I
thank you for your welcome,
and I look forward to these days
in your country.  God bless
America.  

For more speeches, detour to the Speech & Letters lane on The Mid-South Tribune and the 
Black Information Highway at www.blackinformationhighway.com. Welcome, Travelers!

point of coordination in the
ongoing struggle against
racism.”
A complete schedule follows.
CNBC will hold a national
Ecumenical Service on Tuesday,
December 15th at 7:00 p.m.
ABOUT CNBC—CNBC repre-
sents more than 20 million peo-
ple within 30,000 congregations
in the United States and the

African Diaspora. CNBC is
comprised of the national lead-
ers of the seven largest histori-
cally Black denominations in
America. These denominations
include the following religious
bodies: African Methodist
Episcopal (AME); African
Methodist Episcopal Zion;
Christian Methodist Episcopal
(CME); Church of God in

Christ; Full Gospel Baptist
Church Fellowship
International; National Baptist
Convention of America, Inc.
Intl. and the National Baptist
Convention, U.S.A, Inc. The
organization represents more
than 70% of the African
American Christians across this

CNBC to hold Reconciliation conf. ... from page 2

Please see page 12
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Gospel Multi-Media

Multiple-Stellar award nomi-
nee, and leader of the first
gospel choir ever to record live
at New York's renowned Lincoln
Center, James Hall, returns with
“WAP NEW ERA”—An elevat-
ed version of gospel music mas-
tery— Hall’s intimate interpreta-
tion of the art, now available in
stores and online. 
Distributed by e-One and pro-

duced by James Hall and Troy
Chambers, “WAP NEW ERA”
is Hall’s sixth studio effort

MEMPHIS, TN – Verizon
announced on December 1the
distribution of $11,000 in grants
to five western Tennessee
domestic violence and sexual
assault prevention organiza-
tions. The nonprofit groups
answered a request for proposals
from Verizon’s HopeLine grant
program.
“Domestic violence and abusive
relationships are local and
national problems that are grow-
ing more serious and more wide-
spread every day. No one is
immune. Verizon lost three
employees to domestic violence
this year,” said Karen Schulz, a
spokeswoman for Verizon’s
South Central Region. “We
work every day to raise aware-
ness of this issue, and we
thought Giving Tuesday would
be another great opportunity to
show these organizations that
we support and appreciate the
work they do.” Verizon Wireless
and the Verizon Foundation sup-

SUPERSOUL SESSIONS
Season Premiere begins on
Sunday, December 13 (8 p.m. –
9 p.m. ET/PT). Oprah Winfrey
hosts superstar thought leaders
and spiritual luminaries who
take the stage in an all-new
series designed to inspire posi-
tive change in your life and ulti-
mately raise the collective con-
scious.  Check your local cable
network for channel designa-
tion.

Sunday, December 13 (8 p.m.
– 9 p.m. ET/PT) Episode:
SuperSoul Sessions with Oprah
Winfrey, Brene Brown,
Elizabeth Gilbert & Tim Storey
New York Times bestselling
author Brené Brown speaks on
“The Anatomy of Trust”; Tim
Storey, author and motivational
speaker, shares his thoughts on
“The Heart and Soul of a
Comeback;” and Elizabeth
Gilbert, New York Times best
selling author, discusses the
importance of “The Curiosity
Driven Life.” 
Sunday, December 20 (8 p.m.

– 9 p.m. ET/PT) Episode: Super
Soul Session with Oprah
Winfrey, Deepak Chopra, Iyanla
Vanzant, Shawn Achor &
Michael Bernard Beckwith
Iyanla Vanzant, author and host
of OWN’s series “Iyanla: Fix
My Life,” speaks about why
“You Matter;” Shawn Achor,
best-selling author and happi-
ness expert, shares “The Life-
Alerting Power of a Positive
Mind;” Deepak Chopra talks
about how “Belief Creates
Reality" and Michael Bernard
Beckwith, author and founder of
Agape International Spiritual

‘Oprah Goes Broadway: The
Color Purple’ premieres Sunday,
December 20 at 8 p.m. CT and 9
p.m. ET/PT on th OWN: Oprah
Winfrey Network. Check local
cable network for channel desig-
nation.  The special features an
exclusive behind-the-scenes
look at the highly anticipated,
newly imagined Broadway
revival of “The Color Purple”
from Tony Award-winning
director John Doyle.  The star-
studded special will chronicle
the Broadway debuts of Oscar
and Grammy Award-winning
actress Jennifer Hudson (Shug
Avery), “Orange is the New
Black” star Danielle Brooks
(Sofia), playing the role made
famous by Oprah Winfrey in the
film, and British breakout star
Cynthia Erivo (Celie) as they
each make their mark in one of
the most eagerly awaited musi-
cals of the season.  Winfrey, who
received an Oscar nomination
for her debut in the 1985 film
adaptation of “The Color
Purple,” gives viewers a back-
stage pass into the re-launch of
this Broadway production and
the hard work and hours of
rehearsal the cast and crew put
in to bring this new show to life.
With unprecedented access,
cameras capture intimate
moments including when
Winfrey surprises the cast at a
rehearsal.  The holiday special
will air almost 30 years to the
day of the film’s theatrical
release (December 19, 1985)
and chronicles the legacy and
cultural significance of Alice
Walker’s Pulitzer Prize winning
novel, “The Color Purple.”   

Faith Equality Index rates Regal
movie chain to see Star Wars

(Raleigh, NC, December 7,
2015)—Faith Driven Consumer
(FDC)—representing 41 million
Americans who spend $2 trillion
annually, has earned wide recog-
nition for its groundbreaking
FaithEqualityIndex.com, now
scoring more than 400 major
brands for compatibility with
Faith Driven Consumers. FDC’s
national #ChristmasBUYcott
campaign, actively channeling
$30 billion in spending toward
the most faith-compatible
brands, enters a new phase today
with the release of yet another
category, movie theater chains. 
“Going to the movies over the
Christmas holiday is a time-hon-
ored American tradition, and
millions of families will pack
theater chains to see Star Wars
and other films this season. The
difference is that our communi-
ty, empowered by the Faith
Equality Index, will actively

MEMPHIS, TN., Dec. 7,
2015—Nearly 27,400 children
will soon experience the joy of
Christmas, thanks to the com-
bined efforts of the Memphis
community and residents from
surrounding counties. Residents
packed empty shoeboxes with
small items like toys, school
supplies and hygiene items for
Operation Christmas Child, a
project of Samaritan's Purse that
sends gifts to children living in
difficult situations around the
world.
For those who missed National
Collection Week, you can still
get involved. Through the
Samaritan's Purse website, you
can virtually "pack" a shoebox,
allowing anyone with a comput-

choose theater chains that are
more compatible than their com-
petitors,” said Chris Stone,
Certified Brand Strategist and
founder of Faith Driven
Consumer. “This highly moti-
vated community of 41 million
consumers is supporting brands
that welcome them. In a highly

competitive marketplace, Faith
Driven Consumers will deter-
mine the biggest winners this
Christmas—Faith Driven
Consumers are good for busi-
ness.”
The Faith Equality Index rates,

on a 100-point scale, how well
brands acknowledge Faith
Driven Consumers (FDCs) by
welcoming, embracing, and cel-
ebrating them, and is the yard-
stick FDCs use to make con-
sumer choices—through the lens
of their biblical worldview. 

Movie Theater Chain Ratings:

1.Regal Entertainment Group:
40 (includes United Artists and
Edwards)
2. Carmike Cinemas: 37
3. Cinemark: 36
4.AMC: 18

According to American Insights,

“Going to the movies over
the Christmas holiday is a
time-honored American
tradition, and millions of
families will pack theater
chains to see Star Wars
and other films this sea-
son. The difference is that
our community, empow-
ered by the Faith Equality
Index, will actively choose
theater chains that are
more compatible than
their competitors...” 

93% of Faith Driven Consumers
see value in a resource that
allows them to easily identify
the faith compatibility of brands,
86% are more likely to do busi-
ness with a brand that welcomes
them and acknowledges their
values, 77% will switch from
their current to a more faith-
compatible brand, and 70% are
actively seeking such brands. 

Faith Driven Consumer (FDC)
is working to achieve market-
place and workplace equality
for 41 million consumers who
spend two trillion dollars annu-
ally. FDC envisions a world
where inclusion is extended with
parity to people of faith, who
have the right to be celebrated
as an essential color in the
American rainbow of diversity. 

Faith Equality Index scores major movie theater chains during #ChristmasBUYcott campaign,
actively channeling $30 billion in consumer spending toward the highest scoring brands

Verizon delivers HopeLine
grants to expand domestic
violence programs  in TN

port numerous organizations and
their missions across Tennessee
each year. Those contributions
were not part of the donations
made on Giving Tuesday.
Agencies that received grants in
support of their work are:
•Northwest Safeline
(Dyersburg)
•Women’s Resource and Rape
Assistance Program - WRAP
(Jackson)
•Memphis Area Women’s
Council
•Family Safety Center of
Memphis and Shelby County
The grant funds are made possi-
ble by Verizon’s HopeLine pro-
gram. Through HopeLine, no-
longer-used mobile phones and
other devices are loaded with
minutes and donated to shelters
for use by victims. Phones that
cannot be refurbished are recy-
cled, with the proceeds going
into the HopeLine grant fund for
distribution to organizations that

Please see page 5

‘SuperSoul Sessions’ program
notes; Broadcasts on OWN 

‘Oprah Goes
to Broadway’
with musical,
‘The Color

Purple’

P

Multi-Stellar award nominee James Hall
releases first single from ‘WAP New Era’

where he gives his listeners
‘range-leaping vibratos and
praise-reaching staccatos.’
Taking a break from the live

stage—Hall is also a celebrated
actor—His comeback promises
to be worth the wait, as his last
album, “Trip Down Memory
Lane,” was recorded in 2012. 
“WAP NEW ERA truly evokes

your hands to raise or your
desire to be saved,” states Hall.
“Either way, the anointing will
move you.”

The strategic release of the first
single ‘King’—Hall teamed up
with arranger, producer and con-
ductor, Zeke Listenbee—brings
a fresh new sound to listeners,
and has positioned the project to
catapult to its rightful place.
To compliment his new sound,

Hall also collaborated with other
writers as Butch Heyward,
Marlow Hall and Romel Gibson.   

A departure from the ‘norm,’
when asked to describe his
diverse project Hall explains,

“I’ve created a multi-flavorful
connection of music.  It delivers
on all genres of composition,
from the traditional tunes such
as the ‘James Hall Hymn
Medley’ to cutting edge gospel.”
He continues, ‘King’ unveils a
James-Hall-newness, while
other tracks like ‘Sovereign’ and
‘Only Jesus’ are true-form to
WAP.”

Although he loves his entire
CD, Hall admits that his top-four

Please see page 5

Memphis residents send much joy in
Operation Christmas Shoebox Gifts

Center, discusses how everyone
can “Participate In Your Own
Unfolding.” 
Sunday, December 27 (8 p.m. –

9 p.m. ET/PT) Episode:
SuperSoul Sessions with Oprah
Winfrey, Marianne Williamson,
Rob Bell & Janet Mock. Janet
Mock, trans-gender rights
activist, shares her personal
insight about “Embracing the
Otherness;” Rob Bell, pastor
and best-selling author, espouses
“The Joy of Growing Younger;”
and Marianne Williamson, spiri-
tual teacher, author and lecturer,
speaks about “The Spiritual
Purpose of Relationships.”  

For more information, visit
Oprah.com.

Additional Note for Super
Soul Sunday: Sunday,
December 13 (11 a.m. – 12 p.m.
& 7 p.m. – 8 p.m. ET/PT) 
Oprah Winfrey is joined by
"Chicken Soup for the Soul" co-
creator Jack Canfield who
shares his principles for success
and fulfilling your soul's pas-
sion. 

Coming!
Watch for our

21st Annual

Black History Month

Special Edition 

from our sister newspaper, 
The Mid-South Tribune,

in February 2016.

Now available in stores and online. 
Visit tdjakes.org

er or mobile device to provide a
tangible gift to a child a world
away.
At samaritanspurse.org/buildon-
line, visitors can select a child's
age and gender, shop through an
online selection of culturally rel-
evant gifts, and finish by upload-
ing a photo and writing a note of
encouragement to the child who
will receive it. After the shoe-
boxes are packed and sent by the
Operation Christmas Child
team, participants can discover
where in the world their gifts
will be delivered. It is a conven-
ient yet meaningful way to join
in a project that brings hope to
children in need.
The virtual-packing tool also
offers participants the option to

challenge friends to participate
or the opportunity to share the
gift of giving through a shoebox
gift card. Operation Christmas
Child is a project of Samaritan's
Purse, an international Christian
relief and evangelism organiza-
tion headed by Franklin
Graham. Since 1993, Operation
Christmas Child has delivered
gift-filled shoeboxes to more
than 124 million children in
more than 150 countries and ter-
ritories. In 2015, Operation
Christmas Child hopes to deliv-
er gifts to another 11 million
children. For more information
on how to participate in
Operation Christmas Child, call
(615) 678-6200 or visit samari-
tanspurse.org/occ.

Email religion news and photos for all 50 states to MSTnews@prodigy.net
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Lifetime’s compe-
tition series, Child
Genius: Battle of
the Brightest
returns for season
two, featuring
America’s most
extraordinary and
gifted children as
they prep for the
ultimate battle of
the brains. The
competition, creat-
ed in cooperation
with American
Mensa, takes place
over ten weeks and
tests the nation’s
brightest young
minds on their
knowledge in cate-
gories such as
math, spelling,
geography, and
current events.
With a $100,000
college fund and
the title of Child
Genius 2016 at
stake, the kids –
and their families –
will stop at nothing
to make it to the
top of the class.
Former NASA
astronaut, Leland
Melvin, returns as
the host.

It’s no secret that when it comes
to STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Math) educa-
tion, the United States ranks
around 25th  among developed
nations. That’s pathetic, seeing
all the benefits this nation offers
in other areas from sports to
entertainment; yet, it sorely neg-
lects one of the most valuable of
human resources which is gray
matter. On January 7, Lifetime
Television will premiere “Child
Genius: Battle of the Brightest,”
a reality series which those
inside and outside of education,
those in Silicon Valley and
those in the U.S. Department of
Education should watch. Yes,
this is a reality series where
child ‘geniuses’ compete, but in
the spirit of healthy competition.
In this nation, competition is
accepted in sports. Outside of
Scripps Spelling Bee contest,
showcasing gray matter has
been nil.  This bold series show-
cases this neglected talent. It  is
hosted by former astronaut
Leland Melvin who is African
American; thus, that in itself
breaks a stereotype. We highly
recommend “Child Genius:
Battle of the Brightest” for fam-
ily viewing and to any person
concerned about STEM educa-
tion. (Check your local cable
network for channel designa-
tion.)

Verizon
delivers

HelpLine
from page 4

On  Friday, December 25 (4
p.m. – 11 p.m. ET/PT) OWN
will present a Belief Christmas
Day Marathon. Catch up on all
seven episodes of “Belief,” the
groundbreaking television docu-
mentary that depicts how people
with a wide range of beliefs
search for deeper meaning and
connection with the world
around them.  Narrated by
Oprah Winfrey, “Belief” invites
viewers to witness some of the
world’s most fascinating spiritu-
al journeys through the eyes of
the believers. Check local cable
network for channel designation
or visit Oprah.com. 

OWN to present
special Belief

Christmas Day
marathon

focus on domestic violence pre-
vention, awareness and advoca-
cy.
Tennessee residents who want

to get involved may stop by any
Verizon store and drop off a
mobile device from any carrier.
Since the program launched in
2001, the HopeLine initiative
has collected nearly 11 million
phones nationwide. More than
180,000 phones have been dis-
tributed with 543 million min-
utes of free wireless service to
be used by domestic violence
victims nationally. Through its
electronics recycling efforts,
HopeLine disposed of nearly 2.4
million no-longer-used wireless
phones in an environmentally
responsible way.
Those interested in organizing a
HopeLine collection drive may
v i s i t
www.verizonwireless.com/hope
line. A free app, HopeLine from
Verizon, is also available to help
individuals or companies organ-
ize and promote their event.

Former NASA astronaut Leland Melvin is shown here with 10 child geniuses on Lifetime’s “Child Genius: Battle of the
Brightest.” Series premieres on January 7.  (Photo: Courtesy of Lifetime).

Editorial

See more book news in this edition
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See  book news in this
edition and on the Books
lane on The Mid-South

Tribune and the
Black Information

Highway at
www.

blackinformation
highway.com

 

(Family Features) Among the
most treasured of holiday
delights is, as the carol says,
decking the halls. It’s the perfect
excuse to pull out the bling and
bring an aura of festivity and fun
to your home, whether it’s for
your personal enjoyment or set-
ting the stage to celebrate the
season with loved ones.
All you need is a little imagina-
tion and some design inspiration
to create an inviting holiday
home, both indoors and out. 
Shopping at stores recognized

for a wide assortment of quality
furnishings, such as Pier 1
Imports, will give you a variety
of decor that fits every style at
an excellent value. Trim your
tree beautifully and learn how to
artfully incorporate wreaths and
garland into your holiday home
decor with Pier 1 Imports’ addi-
tional tips for a Christmas as
merry and bright as you make it.
A tree worth gathering ’round
As the focal point of your holi-
day trimmings, your Christmas
tree should reflect your personal
style and make a statement
about your holiday spirit. Start
by choosing the right theme or
look for your tree, from tradi-
tional to glamorous to fantasti-
cal. Ultimately, you can carry
this theme throughout every ele-
ment of the tree, from the orna-
ments to the gift wrap to other
accents sprinkled throughout.
To get started, select a pre-lit

tree in the shape and style that

 

Deck the Halls:  Inspiring ideas
for very festive holiday decor

James Hall releases single
from page 4
favorites, at the moment,
include, “He'll Answer,” “God is
Doing It,” “Sovereign,” and “I
Love Jesus!” solely because
these are the songs ministering
to him in this season.
“My project is a Gospel CD,”
states Hall.  “What I want people
to take away is what they're sup-
posed to get from Gospel
music—good news, encourage-
ment, to be lifted, to be healed,
to be inspired, and to be drawn
closer to God.”?
An ingenious, gregarious artist

with a vast disposition, Hall says
his hope for his project is for it
to be global, blessing all nation-
alities.  And with 9,745 Face
Book ‘likes,’ and 22K Twitter
followers, the possibility of
“WAP NEW ERA” exceeding
his goal is great. 
A valued high-energy gospel-

recording artist, songwriter, and
actor, James Hall’s message to
all is very simple.  “From lone
listeners to psalmists to musi-
cians, prayerfully listen and
allow it to minister to you, that

best matches your vision: noble
fir or pine, in slim or full silhou-
ettes, the options go on. Be sure
to spend some time fluffing
branches for a more natural
look, or choose one of Pier 1
Imports’ new memory trees with
self-shaping branches that let
you start decorating right away
with the fastest setup ever.

Begin decorating by placing
large elements. Weave garland
through the tree branches first.
Then start tucking larger orna-
ments and decor into the branch-
es, placing evenly throughout.
Fill in open spaces in the
branches with smaller orna-
ments and floral picks. Keep
adding until the branches are
filled. Crown your tree with a
decorative topper that fits your
theme to add height and an extra
personal touch.
Adorn the base of the tree with

a coordinating tree skirt or col-
lar, and remember, you’re not
quite finished until the presents
are under the tree. Bundle your
gifts with high-quality wrapping
paper, gift bags, tags and bows
that also fit your theme for a
cohesive, finished look from top

to bottom.

Creative uses for traditional
trimmings 
Don’t let your vision for a fes-

tive holiday home stop at the
front door. Wreaths and garlands
can actually bring a stylish touch
to your holiday decor from the
outside in.
You can create a wintery land-

scape in your home by decking
your halls, tables and more with
inspired Christmas wreath
placements. One idea is to nestle
a hurricane in a berry wreath for
a burst of color and texture; the
candlelight will lend an air of
cozy comfort.
Home is where the hearth is,

and a well-adorned mantel is a
must. Make a stunning wreath
the star of your fireplace display,
and incorporate a supporting
cast of berry garland and even a
woodland creature or two to
help make your look complete.
Actually, repurposing garland in
different locations throughout
your house is another inventive
way to infuse Christmas spirit.
From staircases to bookshelves
to headboards, cleverly installed
garland sends a message that
you have a passion for the sea-
son.
You can even use a shimmering
Christmas tree garland as a table
runner for a simple but elegant
touch of joy. Add a natural touch
with a garland crafted of
pinecones, or go for glamour

with golden accents. Find more
ideas and garland to fit your per-
sonal style at pier1.com.
Make your holiday merry and

bright with a hint of starlight and
sparkle. As you explore decorat-
ing ideas, remember to add a
lighter touch with hanging orna-
ments, embroidered accents and
candleholders. After all,
Christmas is the perfect time to
let your inner light shine.
Decorating Room by Room

Living room: Add a touch of
frost to your room with inspira-
tion from a wintery wonderland.
Shining, snowy accents, along
with plush pillows and a faux fur
throw, create a warm, inviting
space.

you might glean from it to
inspire your own.  We are
thrilled to share, this our new
success, with you.”

James Hall’s album, WAP New
Era, is now  available in-stores
and online. 

iTunes WAP New Era 15-track
album is available at:
https://itunes.apple.com/us/albu
m/wap-new-era/id1042804362

Mantel: Who says a fire always
melts snow? While your hearth
heats your home, keep your hol-
iday accents crisp and cool, with
plenty of snowflakes, trees and
wreaths to go around.
Staircase: Think beyond the tree
and loop garland and festive
lighting, such as Glimmer
Strings from Pier 1 Imports,
around your banister.
Dining room: Craft your own
centerpieces with a few essential
ingredients. A pretty mixture of
evergreens, woodland creatures
and metallic pillar stands shines
in the soft glow of candlelight.
Bedroom: Create a welcome
retreat within your bedroom
with an elegant headboard,
bright bedding and seasonal
accents – everything you need to
settle down for a long winter’s
nap.
Outdoors: Take your holiday

party out to the patio. Lanterns
filled with LED candles, soft pil-
lows and garden stools offer all
the festive features of indoor
decor but with the durability for
outdoors.

32nd Annual Disney
Parks Christmas Day
Parade promises to be
'unforgettable' special

ANAHEIM, CA and LAKE
BUENA VISTA, Fla., Dec. 8,
2015 /PRNewswire/ -- This
Christmas, Disney Parks cele-
brates not only the joy of the
holiday season, but the unforget-
table family moments it has
helped guests create over the
past sixty years. "Disney Parks
Unforgettable Christmas
Celebration," airs Friday,
December 25, 2015 (10:00 am.-
12:00 p.m ET; airtimes vary;
check local listings) on the ABC
Television Network.
Now in its 32nd year, the unfor-
gettable Christmas special wel-
comes back Robin Roberts of
ABC's "Good Morning
America" (GMA) as lead host.
Reporting from the Walt Disney
World Resort's Magic Kingdom
in Orlando, Fla., Roberts is
accompanied by Jesse Palmer,
who joins the event for the first
time as a correspondent. New to
the GMA team as a special con-
tributor, Palmer shares key
parade updates in the midst of
the action on Main Street,
U.S.A. Janel Parrish, star of the
ABC Family hit show "Pretty
Little Liars" – which will debut
under the new network name,
Freeform for its winter premiere
on January 12, 2016 – serves as
music correspondent alongside
Stitch from the Cinderella
Castle.
The holidays have long been
cherished for their ability to
bring family and friends togeth-
er from near and far to create
heartfelt memories to last a life-
time. In the spirit of

"Unforgettable Happens Here,"
throughout the celebration
Disney Parks will tell the inspir-
ing real-life stories of three fam-
ilies whose personal connection
to Disney Parks will make their
Christmas dreams come true. It
all culminates with an unforget-
table Christmas Day surprise
that is sure to warm the hearts of
television audiences across the
country, providing the perfect
toast to the most festive time of
the year.
For a dose of nostalgia, viewers
are also treated to magical mem-
ories from the Disney Christmas
shows of yesteryear, along with
beloved Disney Park moments
shared by actors and actresses
from both classic and current
Disney films.

Bringing together the biggest
names in music and entertain-
ment, music industry legend,
David Foster, joins today's top
artists to sing their interpreta-
tions of Disney classics from the
"We Love Disney" album, along
with a mix of Christmas
favorites. The star-studded line-
up includes the following:
(Performance lineup subject to
change)
•Jason Derulo shakes up this
year's parade with his rendition
of "Can You Feel the Love
Tonight" – available on the "We
Love Disney" album
•International superstar, Ariana
Grande pays tribute to the Greek
demi-god, Hercules with the
Disney favorite "Zero to Hero,"
also available on the "We Love
Disney" album, along with her
latest single, "Focus"
•GRAMMY® winning artist,
Seal dazzles parade spectators
with his interpretation of "This
Christmas" and new hit, "Every
Time I'm With You"
•Country music legend, Reba
McEntire sings her original
song, "Going Out Like That"
and the popular Christmas tune,
"Santa Claus is Coming to
Town"
•Breakout musical artist, Andy
Grammer delights the crowd
with medley of "Honey I'm
Good" and his new single "Good
to be Alive," along with the
iconic Christmas song, "Have
Yourself a Merry Little
Christmas"
•Rising pop star, Charlie Puth
adds Christmas cheer with "I'll
Be Home for Christmas" and his
own single, "One Call Away"
•"Should've Been Us" singer,
Tori Kelly spreads Disney magic
with the beloved classic "Colors
of the Wind" from "Pocahontas"
– available on the "We Love
Disney" album – and the holiday
favorite, "Winter Wonderland"
•Soulful singer, Charles Perry
jazzes up the festivities with a
"World of My Own/Ev'rybody
Wants to be a Cat" medley and
his own spin on the famous
Christmas duet, "Baby, It's Cold
Outside"
•The cast of the Disney Channel
Original Movie, "Descendants,"
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By Manuel Ybarra, Jr.

Colgate, OK – America contin-
ues to defy God in many ways as
it heads towards the inevitable
judgment. A recent example of
this defiance happened when a
young educated TV analyst, out
of the blue, said, “I have the
right to choose. The Supreme
Court gave me that right.” That
unscripted statement did not
trigger a reaction, much less a
discussion.
Why Not? Could it be because

our educated masses have not
been taught God’s basic com-
mandments, statutes, and laws,
such as, “Thou shall not kill,”
“Love your neighbor,” and
“teach your young women to
love their children?” You bet!
The TV analyst and America

seem to be unaware of The Word
of God which says, “It is better
to trust in the Lord than to put
confidence in man.” But instead
of following God’s advice,
America has put its trust and
confidence in Man (mankind),

A letter to America on the
defiance of God in a nation

By M. Linda Jaramillo
National Officer of the United

Church of Christ

As far back as I can remember
my Mom and Dad were engaged
in public life, taking their civic
responsibilities seriously. I can
still hear my Mother, who came
from a community cloaked with
injustice, calling on people to
step out and speak up. At the
same time, our family was active
in the Roman Catholic Church.
As a child, I did not connect our
faith with public responsibili-
ties, but I suspect that my par-
ents did. Time passed and gener-
ations evolved; however, those
teachings remain imbedded in
values that drive my belief that
people of faith must be part of
social engagement dedicated to
the common good. As I grew
into adulthood, it became clearer
that my faith was inextricably
linked to my passion for justice
and equality. 
After years of social activism in
the community, I needed to add
my voice to the masses, fearful-
ly I might add. So, when I joined
the United Church of Church of
Christ nearly 35 years ago and I
learned that the Bible was the
very basis for our prophetic wit-
ness. It was as a laywoman in
the pews of my local church that
I learned to shout out with
courage. It was in the pews that
I have heard the scriptures read

with tragic results.
This is exactly what happened

after the Supreme Court legal-
ized abortion by its 7-9 decision.
Now many, like the above ana-
lyst, politicians, and a political
party, proudly support the killing
of the smallest and defenseless
human beings (the unborn).
But how can you trust justices

who do not follow God’s most
basic laws, and His admonitions
to protect those least able to pro-
tect themselves and always to
judge in favor of the righteous
and against the wicked ? Such

ungodliness should never be
trusted.
Those unjust judges will be held
accountable before God for what
they have done. However, these
judges were not held account-
able here on earth as they should
have. Our constitution states that
judges are to hold their offices
“during good behavior.”
Therefore, justices who vote in
favor of what God calls
“wicked” or “evil” should be
impeached and removed from
office. After all, how can anyone
say that judges are holding their
offices in “good behavior” when
they are going against God
Supreme Laws?

God’s wish has always been
that Man (mankind) must repent
of their wicked/sinful ways and
seek Him so they can have eter-
nal life and be with Him in heav-
en. You are not just flesh and
bones. You have a soul which
God gave you. The moment you
die that soul will go to one of
two places, heaven or hell.
Which will it be?

‘The Emmaus Code: Finding
Jesus in the Old Testament’

By Matt Barber

One of my favorite C.S. Lewis
quotes points out, as only Lewis
could, that Jesus was either the
Messiah (and the Son of God) as
prophesied in the ancient Jewish
scriptures, or He was a liar, a
lunatic, or, worse, the “Devil of
Hell.”
Wrote Lewis: “I am trying here

to prevent anyone saying the
really foolish thing that people
often say about Him: I’m ready
to accept Jesus as a great moral
teacher, but I don’t accept his
claim to be God. That is the one
thing we must not say. A man
who was merely a man and said
the sort of things Jesus said
would not be a great moral
teacher. He would either be a
lunatic – on the level with the
man who says he is a poached
egg – or else he would be the
Devil of Hell. You must make
your choice. Either this man
was, and is, the Son of God, or
else a madman or something
worse. You can shut him up for a
fool, you can spit at him and kill
him as a demon or you can fall at
his feet and call him Lord and
God, but let us not come with
any patronizing nonsense about
his being a great human teacher.
He has not left that open to us.
He did not intend to.”

Indeed, to my Jewish friends, I
say this: We Christ followers
love your Messiah. And make no
mistake about it, Jesus is your
Messiah. He is our Messiah. He
is the Messiah. Messiah means
savior, and Jesus is the Savior of
all mankind.
To be sure, if both Christ’s
words and the Holy Spirit-
inspired teachings throughout

both the Old and New
Testaments are to be believed,
and they are, then Christianity
and Judaism are not competing
religions at odds with one anoth-
er. Rather, Christianity merely
represents the final culmination
of Judaism, and Christ’s prom-
ised incarnation, death and res-
urrection, the fulfillment of the
long awaited Jewish Messiah
prophesied throughout the Old
Testament.

In his latest book, “The
Emmaus Code: Finding Jesus in
the Old Testament,” author and
attorney David Limbaugh thor-
oughly unpacks this reality and
“unlocks the mysteries of the
Old Testament and reveals hints
of Jesus Christ’s arrival through
all thirty-nine Old
Testament books.”
“The key to the secrets of the

Old Testament, Limbaugh
argues, is the crucial New
Testament encounter between
the risen Jesus and two travelers
on the road to Emmaus,”
notes the book’s description.
“With that key, and with
Limbaugh as a deft guide, read-
ers of ‘The Emmaus Code’ will
come to a startling new under-
standing of the Old Testament as
a clear and powerful heralding
of Jesus Christ’s arrival.
Limbaugh takes readers on a
revealing journey from Genesis
through Malachi, demonstrating
that a consistent message cours-
es through every one of the Old
Testament’s thirty-nine books:
the power, wonder, and everlast-
ing love of Jesus Christ.”
The “Emmaus Code” is a project
that God long-ago placed on
Limbaugh’s heart. “Jesus is
prophesied in the Old Testament
and fulfills those prophecies in

the New Testament,” he
writes. “For years, I have want-
ed to write a book to share my
enthusiasm for the Old
Testament and explain how it is
foundational to the New
Testament as the first act of a
two act play. I have wanted to
show the many ways Christ is
foreshadowed in the Old
Testament.
“My new book, ‘The Emmaus

Code: Finding Jesus in the Old
Testament,’ is the culmination of
a project I began some 20 years
ago. In the book, I try to demon-
strate that the
Christcenteredness of the Old
Testament is the key to under-
standing all of Scripture. The
book is a primer on the Old
Testament. I take you through
each period of Old Testament
history, introduce and discuss all
the threads and themes pointing
to Jesus in the Old Testament,
and finally give you an overview
of each book of the Old
Testament and detail how each
one prefigures Jesus Christ.
“My goal is to increase the read-

life on the gospel of love and
actually protected the California
Indians from the military author-
ities.
A common value and rationale

underlies both of these stories
and provides theological and
legal support for brutal coloniza-
tion like Columbus’ in the 15th
century, the violent evangelism
of Serra’s mission system in the
18th century, and the continuing
dispossession of Indigenous
peoples into the 21st century. It
is the Christian Doctrine of
Discovery and its legacy lives
on in federal and international
laws concerning the rights of
Indigenous peoples.
The concept of discovery rested
on the belief by Christian
explorers that land throughout
the Americas was empty prior to
European arrival, and its inhabi-
tants were less than human. For
well-intentioned missionaries
like Serra, their devotion to
evangelization motivated them
to convert native communities to
Christianity in accordance with
the values of European nations.
But Serra’s mission systems also
resulted in the decimation of the
Indigenous population. Such
was the human cost of doing
good with the backing of imperi-
al power.
Serra’s canonization also rein-

forces a U.S. conquest version
of history that ignores the com-
plex Mexican history of
California. In the words of
Jacqueline Hidalgo, a Professor
of Latina/o Studies and Religion
at Williams College, by elevat-
ing Serra the Pope effectively
“doubly whitewashed colonial
Christianity by smoothing over
the crimes Serra and his fellow
Franciscans committed in the
name of the good and by prom-
ulgating a European immigrant
as the saintly representative of a

More on the canonization
of Junipero Serra by Pope
from front page

Spanish-speaking [Hispanic]
population in the U.S. that is by
no means exclusively
European.”  Surely we can judge
the present  canonization
according to the criteria of a just
and intercultural vision that we
seek for our future. Let us face
our colonizing histories in this
continent and refuse to wash
over the injustices of the past
which continue to echo today.

***
The United Church of Christ has
more than 5,000 churches
throughout the United States.
Rooted in the Christian tradi-
tions of congregational gover-
nance and covenantal relation-
ships, each UCC setting speaks
only for itself and not on behalf
of every UCC congregation.
UCC members and churches are
free to differ on important social
issues, even as the UCC remains
principally committed to unity in
the midst of  diversity.

“A common value and
rationale underlies both
of these stories and pro-
vides theological and
legal support for brutal
colonization like
Columbus’ in the 15th
century, the violent
evangelism of Serra’s
mission system in the
18th century, and the
continuing disposses-
sion of Indigenous peo-
ples into the 21st centu-
ry. It is the Christian
Doctrine of Discovery
and its legacy lives on in
federal and internation-
al laws concerning the
rights of Indigenous
peoples.”

“Our constitution states that
judges are to hold their
offices “during good behav-
ior.” Therefore, justices who
vote in favor of what God
calls “wicked” or “evil”
should be impeached and
removed from office. After
all, how can anyone say that
judges are holding their
offices in “good behavior”
when they are going against
God Supreme Laws?”

Please see page 8

Christian
responsibility 

and civic
responsibility

Please see page 9

claiming that God is a God of
justice. It became vividly clear
to me that every single person’s
dignity must be respected and
restored. 
A question often arises - what

business does the church have in
this anyway? As Christians, we
have the responsibility to influ-
ence our social culture rather
than being a product of it. As
followers of Jesus Christ, we
have no choice but to take His
message of love, justice, hope,
and reconciliation inside and
outside of our churches far

“As a child, I did not con-
nect our faith with public
responsibilities, but I sus-
pect that my parents did.
Time passed and genera-
tions evolved; however,
those teachings remain
imbedded in values that
drive my belief that people
of faith must be part of
social engagement dedi-
cated to the common
good.”
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‘The Emmaus Code’
from page 7

er’s appreciation for the Old
Testament and for its
Christcenteredness, for once we
have a better handle on the Old
Testament and understand that
Jesus is its focus, the Bible will
come alive for us in ways we
never anticipated and our faith
will be strengthened and ener-
gized. That is certainly my expe-
rience, and I pray the same thing
happens for you.”
Having just finished the book, I

can say with enthusiastic cer-
tainty that Limbaugh accom-
plishes his goal. He demon-
strates, like the trial lawyer
proving his case beyond any rea-
sonable doubt, that Jesus is not
just hinted at in the Old
Testament, but that His presence
permeates the ancient Jewish

texts. As John 1:1 reminds us,
“In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God.”
Christ is the Word and the Word
is God.

The “Emmaus Code” will
change your whole perspective
on the Bible. The Old Testament
will come to life for you and you
will see clearly, perhaps for the
first time, that its primary pur-
pose was, and is, the foretelling
of the coming of Christ Jesus.
When Jesus asked the apostle

Peter, “Who do you say I am?”
Peter answered, “You are the
Messiah, the son of the living
God” (see Matthew 16:15-16).

“Jesus replied, ‘Blessed are
you, Simon son of Jonah, for
this was not revealed to you by
flesh and blood, but by my
Father in heaven’” (Matthew
16:17).
Christ points to Himself as the
Old Testament Messiah.

David Limbaugh establishes,
masterfully, the veracity of
Christ’s claim.

***
The above article is from

www.wnd.com where you can
find more articles by Matt
Barber.

sun up to sun down. They built
all the buildings, cleared and
cultivated the lands and slaved
in the fields. Serra designed
shackles that prevented the
Indians from bending their
knees. After awhile the Indians
became permanently hobbled,
making it impossible for them to
run away.

The soldiers continually beat
the natives, men and women.
Women, however, were never
beaten in front of the men. Serra
did not want the women’s cries
to incite the men to revolt.
Neither did Junipero Serra want
the men to hear the women’s
screams when the soldiers rou-
tinely raped them. As many
natives died from syphilis car-
ried by Serra’s soldiers as from
physical abuse. If a woman
grieved the loss of a child or a
husband, she received a punish-
ment more severe than just a
routine flogging. Serra would
not allow women who had mis-
carriages to mourn. Instead, the
priest accused the women of
having abortions and forced
them to hold a carved figure of
an infant Jesus while standing
outside of the mission church
until he decided to give them
absolution.

Junipero Serra enslaved and
exterminated 300, 000 human
beings. His savagery is what dis-
tinguishes him from the other
Jesuit priests sent to California;
his inhumanity is what makes
him a saint of the Catholic
Church. Junipero Serra repre-
sents the soul of white folks— a
soul driven by the demonic urge
to plunder and murder non-
white peoples. Pope Francis
canonization of Karol Józef
Wojty³a, Pope John Paul II
reveals even more about the
Vatican’s mission.
In early 1940s, the I.G. Farben

Chemical Company hired a
Polish chemist and salesman to
provide malathion, cyanide and
Zyclon-B to Auswitz
Concentration Camp. Fearing
arrest as a war criminal, the
chemist entered a seminary and

was ordained in 1946. The
chemist now priest was conse-
crated a bishop in 1958. In 1978,
after Pope Paul VI was poi-
soned, the poison gas chemist
and salesman succeeded him as
Pope John Paul II. 

Adapted from Beyond A Pale
Horse

It is not to much to say, in fact,
that the chosen purpose of John
Paul’s pontificate --- the engine
that drives his papal grand poli-
cy and that determines his
day–to-day, year-to-year strate-
gies --- is to be the victor in the
greatest historical confrontation
humanity has yet gone through.
(From The Keys Of This Blood:
Pope John Paul II Versus Russia
and the West For Control Of The
New World Order By Malachi
Martin)

20th Century Armageddon:
Catholicism Vs. Godless

Communism
The first third of the twentieth
century had barely ended when
armageddon between godless
Communism and the Vatican
erupted. Though the people of
Spain had elected a republican
government, Pope Pius XII
determined that communism
would neither succeed nor flour-
ish on the Iberian Peninsula
without a fight. For such a fight,
Pius called upon the Carlists, the
landed aristocracy that had ruled
Spain with the Vatican’s bless-
ing for centuries.
The Carlist political party could
not win control of the Spanish
government through the elec-
toral process, but the land-own-
ing monarchists were still pow-
erful enough to pull off a coup.
General Francisco Franco, the
Carlist general who had been
banished to the Canary Islands
for expounding his right wing
monarchist views commanded
an army of African mercenaries
mostly from Spanish Morocco.
But Franco’s real advantage
against the government forces
were the assault troops armed

with the latest weapons and sup-
ported with massive air power
provided by the catholic dicta-
tors, Benito Mussolini and Adolf
Hitler. Pius XII secured military
assistance for Franco through
the Lateran Treaty the Pope
signed with Mussolini six years
earlier in 1929.
With Hitler and Mussolini sup-

porting him, Franco crushed
Spain’s weak and ill-equipped
republican army. After his victo-
ry, Franco launched a nation-
wide roundup of anyone sus-
pected of being communist and
held them in detention camps for
years.
Franco signed a concordat with

Pope Pius XII. The concordat
gave Franco the privilege of
approving the bishops that the
Pope selected for Spanish dioce-
ses. In return, the Vatican
received a religious monopoly;
no other Christian sect was per-
mitted to conduct religious serv-
ices or teachings in Spain.
Franco also gave Pius XII con-
trol over Spanish education and
the Spanish press. Pius XII was
ecstatic. He decided to expand
the Vatican’s power and authori-
ty by signing another concordat.
In 1939, Pope Pius XII signed a
concordat with Adolf Hitler.

A Vatican Army: The Galician
Waffen SS

When Hitler seized
Czechoslovakia, in March of
1939, the Vatican directed the
Catholic Slovak Peoples Party to
align itself with Germany’s
National Socialist Party. After
being accepted as a Nazi Party
affiliate, the Czechoslovakian
Catholic Party declared the inde-
pendence of the Slovak
Republic with a government led
by Father Jozef Tiso, a
Franciscan Roman Catholic
priest. Father Tiso ran
Germany’s puppet government
and led the Christian Slovak
People’s Party while, at the same
time, performing his duties as a
priest by saying mass and hear-
ing confessions.

Bishop Gregory Rozman, the
Pope’s advisor on Ukranian
affairs, instructed Father Tiso to
recruit soldiers for a Slovakian
Home guard exclusively from
the republic’s Ukrainian
Catholic and the Ukrainian
Greek Catholic congregations.
The Slovakian Homeguard was
trained and commanded by
German SS officers. Catholic
priests served in the guard as
chaplains; they also kept the
Vatican informed of the unit’s
activities. The home guard chap-
lains held the rank of Waffen-SS
officers, a rank also held by
Father Tiso, himself. Once
trained and combat ready, the
Germans redesignated the
Slovenian Homeguard as the
Galacian Waffen SS. The
Germans used the Pope’s army
against resistance fighters.
Tiso’s army massacred thou-
sands-- some partisans and oth-
ers innocent women and chil-
dren. Father Tiso assisted the
Germans round up thousands of
other Czechs for the death
camps. After the war, Father
Jozef Tiso, was convicted of war
crimes.

Poglavnik of Croatia
When the combined Italian and
German armies annihilated the
Yugoslavian army and occupied
the Kingdom of Yugoslavia,
Pope Pius persuaded Hitler to
use the Ustashi to run
Germany’s puppet Yugoslavian
government.  On 10 April 1941,
Hitler and Mussolini recognized
Ante Paveliæ as the absolute
leader of the former kingdom of
Yugoslavia-- renamed the
Independent State of Croatia.
Pavelic adopted the Ustashi title,
"Poglavnik" meaning leader, in
honor of his sponsors, el Duce
and der Fuhrer.
The Ustashi used terrorism to

support Roman Catholicism and
Croatian nationalism. Ante
Pavelic unleashed his Ustashi a
‘reign of terror’ against the
Yugoslavian population that
lasted until WWII ended. While
the Pope encouraged Ante
Pavelic to forcibly convert
Yugoslavian Serbs and Muslims
to Christianity, his Ustashi
slaughtered over 500,000 men,
women and children-- far more
than they converted.
The Ustashi were sadists who

used medieval rituals to torture
their victims. Mimicking
Dominic Guzman, St Dominic,
whose Spanish torture chambers
were legendary, the Ustashi
gouged out eyes, severed limbs
and removed intestines while
their victims yet lived. Ustashi
slaughtered their victims like
animals. They slit their victim’s
throats from ear to ear, draining
all of the blood. They struck oth-
ers in the head with massive
sledgehammers laying them
low. The Ustashi buried still oth-
ers alive.
When rumors of Ustashi atroci-

ties reached Rome, Pavelic sent
a priest, Father Cherubino
Seguie, to defend the Ustashi’s
evangelical work. But Father
Seguie found that, in Rome,
Ante Pavelic’s Ustshi were uni-
versally despised. Many promi-
nent members of the most
important Roman Catholic cir-
cles told Father Seguie that the
Ustashi were nothing more than
barbarians and cannibals. But
the Pope Pius looked upon
Croatia as his Christian frontier
and held Croatia’s  "Poglavnik,"
in the highest esteem.

Axis Defeat Alters Vatican’s
Geopolitical Agenda

When Pius XII signed the
Lateran Treaty with Mussolini in
1929, the Pope believed that a
renewal of the Vatican’s power
and authority was at hand. The
pact made the Vatican an inde-
pendent state, paid reparations
for the papal lands seized by the
Italian government and gave the
Catholic Church decisive influ-
ence throughout Italy over pub-
lic education and the press. In
return, the Pope supported
Mussolini’s wars.  On the “Day
of Faith” in 1935, Pius XII
actively supported Mussolini’s
drive to collect gold wedding
rings from all over Italy to
finance his Ethiopian campaign.
Then came the campaign the
Vatican preyed for--the cam-
paign that would convert God’s
kingdom into a new Holy
Roman Empire-- Operation
Barbarrosa, the invasion of
Russia. The Pope’s SS shock
troops followed the German
Wermacht bearing Pius XII’s
evangelical message:covert or
die. But in November, 1942 near
the Egyptian railway stop of El
Alamein, the British won a deci-
sive desert victory against
Germany’s Desert Fox. Worse,
however, in February 1943, god-
less Russian communists annihi-
lated a German army of a quar-
ter of a million men at Stalingrad
ending the Vatican’s dreams of a
new world order --at least for the
time being.

The Vatican Ratline
Even before the war’s conclu-

sion, the Vatican began mobiliz-
ing resources to save Axis
sadists, terrorists and war crimi-
nals from Allied courts, prisons
and gallows. Like rats off of a
sinking ship, legions of Nazi war
criminals sought to escape
Allied justice by fleeing to the
western hemisphere.  
In the spring of 1945, the Pope’s
Slovakian Home guard --serving
in the German army as the
Galician Waffen SS-- was
renamed the First Ukrainian
Division of the Catholic Army
of the Ukraine. Pius XII’s advi-
sor on Ukraine affairs,
Archbishop Ivan Buchko,
appointed Pavic Shandruk, a
Ukrainian SS general, com-
mander over the Vatican’s
Catholic Army. When every-
thing was arranged, Archbishop
Buchko directed General
Shandruk to surrender the
renamed Galician Waffen SS
unit to the British.  
One year later, in the spring of

1946, members of the Galician
Waffen SS, bivouacked in a
British prisoner of war camp,
were shipped to England as
‘non-political free settlers.’ The
Vatican obtained the limited and
rare ‘free settler’ immigration
documents through the
Ukrainian Relief Committee of
Great Britain, a front group for
British Intelligence. British
intelligence agreed to provide
asylum for the Pope’s war crim-
inals in return for allowing the
British government to use the
Vatican ratline to bringing its
Nazi scientists and administra-
tors to England. In this manner,
Archbishop Buchko arranged
for every man in the Galician
Waffen SS-- renamed the
Catholic Army of the Ukraine --
to be resettled in England,
Canada and Australia. In all,
over33,000 Nazi war criminals -
- SS, Gestapo and Abwehr offi-
cers, doctors and scientists --
escaped justice. The majority of
them escaped over the Vatican’s
ratline.
The architect of the Vatican’s

ratline was Father Krunoslav
Draganovich. That Father
Draganovich was able to build
such an effective network in
such a short time was simply
amazing. Even with the assis-
tance of the Americans and
British, as well as the con-
nivance of the Red Cross and the
Swiss, the creation of a network
capable of transporting, hiding
and re-classifying thousands of
Nazi war criminals as ‘war
refugees’ was an incredible feat.
Father Draganovich’s Vatican
ratline included Franciscans
who printed false identity docu-
ments, Benedictines who locat-
ed seminaries, convents and
monasteries to serve as safe-
houses and Jesuits who deflect-

ed “blowback” by laundering
money, coordinating propagan-
da and launching the ‘black ops’
that would become common
practice during the cold war.
War Criminals, Illegal
Immigration and the GOP
William Casey, a Roman
Catholic and a member of the
Vatican’s mysterious Knights of
Malta, began his career as a CIA
spook in 1950.As the director of
the International Rescue
Committee, a CIA front group,
Casey provided the American
immigration documents that per-
mitted Father Draganovich to
smuggle Nazi war criminals into
the US. Like the British, the
Americans also wanted access to
Nazi scientists, police interroga-
tors and concentration camp
administrators. Casey worked
for James Angleton, the CIA’s
principal expert on Nazi intelli-
gence and the CIA’s liaison with
the Vatican. Angleton and Casey
used the Pope’s need to find a
sanctuary for his Nazis to laun-
der Nazi gold and silver bullion
as well various currencies looted
from occupied territories
through the Vatican Bank and
into the West German economy.
With its involvement in the
multi-billion dollar CIA money
laundering program and the ille-
gal immigration of thousands of
Nazi war criminals to the US,
the Vatican entered into an
‘informal’ concordat with the
US engaging in a broad ranged,
multi-dimensional criminal
enterprise.

Beneficiaries of the CIA’s
whites only “backdoor” immi-
gration policy was Vatican
favorite, Ante Pavelic and his
Ustashi war criminals. In fact,
William Casey settled so many
Ustashi Nazis in the US that in
1972,  the Nixon State
Department received an inquiry
from the Australian government
regarding known Ustashi terror-
ists operating from within the
US. Casey advised Nixon’s State
Department to tell the
Australians that the Ustashi
were essential in turning out the
ethnic vote in several federal,
state and municipal elections for
the GOP. The illegal Ustashi
immigrants had become effec-
tive storm troops and reliable
precinct workers for the
Republican Party.
Senator William Proxmire (D-

Wisconsin) was wary of William
Casey when he said in a Senate
hearing:
Mr. Casey has cut corners when

he considered it to be necessary
for business profit. He has
wheeled and dealed his way into
a personal fortune. And he has
made less than a complete and
accurate disclosure to Congress.

“Junipero Serra enslaved
and exterminated 300, 000
human beings. His sav-
agery is what distinguish-
es him from the other
Jesuit priests sent to
California; his inhumanity
is what makes him a saint
of the Catholic Church.”

“Having just finished the
book, I can say with enthu-
siastic certainty that
Limbaugh accomplishes
his goal. He demonstrates,
like the trial lawyer prov-
ing his case beyond any
reasonable doubt, that
Jesus is not just hinted at
in the Old Testament, but
that His presence perme-
ates the ancient Jewish
texts.”
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Junipero Sera cononization... from page 8
Senator Proxmire could have
been referring to William
Casey’s CIA money laundering
scheme that finally made the
headlines and embroiled the
Vatican in an international scan-
dal. Long after the Nazi loot had
been dispersed, James Angleton
and the CIA continued launder-
ing money through the Vatican
Bank. The CIA used Michele
Sindona and his confederate,
Roberto Calvi, to funnel money
from the Vatican Bank into anti-
communist causes all over
Europe including the campaigns
of Vatican-backed Italian politi-
cians. However, unbeknownst to
the CIA, Sindona and Calvi
were also handling a phony
stock scheme masterminded by
the American, Archbishop Paul
Marcinkus,  the Vatican Minister
of Finance. Archbishop
Marcinkus used Sindona and
Calvi to peddle phony securities
to Italian banks. But when the
investors discovered the scam,
the Italian banks collapsed and
the Vatican Bank’s criminal
activities became an internation-
al scandal. Casey made a fortune
on the fraud. In 1980, William
Casey became Ronald Reagan’s
Director of the CIA.

The Brooks Brothers Riot

On November 19th, 2000, the
nation’s eyes were on a court-
house in Miami-Dade County,
Florida, where a federal court-
mandated recount of ballots cast
in the 2000 presidential election
was taking place.  The
Democratic National Committee
was confident that that the sub-
stantial number of votes that had
not been counted would surpass
George Bush’s lead and elect Al
Gore, the next president of the
United States. The DNC did not
count on the GOP’s ‘dirty tricks’
expert, Roger Stone.
Hundreds of "paid GOP cru-
saders" descended upon the
South Florida courthouse in
what has been called the
“Brooks Brothers Riot.” Half a
dozen of the demonstrators at
Miami-Dade court were paid
members of the George Bush’s
recount committee. These storm
troops vocally and physically
opposed counting the 10,750
that had been cast on election
day, but had not been counted.
Congressman John Sweeney, a
Roman Catholic Republican
from New York, organized the
Brooks Brothers Riot, but the
brains of the operation were
Sweeney’s fellow catholic,
Roger Stone.
Roger Stone was a master at

playing ‘dirty.’ He learned his
craft as a member of Richard
Nixon's 1968 campaign commit-
tee. Roger Stone was Casey’s
political operative. Casey pro-
vided the intelligence; Stone did

the ‘dirty’ work. Casey and
Stone’s relationship actually
went back to the days when
Stone worked for Senator Joe
McCarthy--another Catholic--
who providing the “Red Scare”
propaganda that covered
Casey’s illegal emigration of
Nazi war criminals into the US.  
During Nixon’s 1968 campaign,
Stone made contributions to the
Humphrey campaign in the
name of the Young Socialist
Alliance. He then provided the
receipts, along with a press
release, to the media. Stone was
even able to convert
Humphrey’s limo driver into a
Nixon spy. Under Casey’s tute-
lage, Stone milked the driver for
intelligence about Humphrey
campaign-- sabotaging the
Democratic Party standard bear-
er whenever he could. Casey’s
intelligence and Stone’s dirty
tricks are credited with helping
the ‘underdog’ Nixon eked out a
narrow victory in the 1968
Presidential election.
In 1980, Roger Stone applied his
‘black arts’ on behalf of Ronald
Reagan against President Jimmy
Carter. Stone “bribed” a leader
of New York’s Liberal Party to
deliver the Liberal Party’s
endorsement to independent
candidate, John Anderson. In the
general election, Anderson
siphoned off 7.5 percent of the
liberal vote. That was all the
help Reagan needed to carry
New York.
In 2000, Stone orchestrated the

hardball tactics that interrupted
the Miami-Dade Presidential
recount. His Brooks Brothers-
clad goons mobbed the court-
house while thousands of
Catholic Cuban-Americans
marched outside. The disruption
caused the recount to be delayed
past the deadline set by the fed-
eral court. The US Supreme
Court refused to order a resump-
tion of the recount and George
Bush was proclaimed president
without winning the vote.
The Vatican and the Souls Of
White Folks
Pope Francis’ canonization of
Father Junipero Serra shows
how the Vatican plays “politics”
with religious ceremony and
uses faith and belief to amass
property and wealth. Serra’s

canonization reveals that the
soul of white folks is greed. For
all the papal platitudes, white
folks are concerned only with
their material comforts, their
privileges and their political
domination of this world’s
resources.
When Pope Francis lectured
about climate change,  he failed
to mention the American
catholic dioceses and other
Catholic institutions that lease
drilling rights to oil and gas
companies to bolster their
finances. When Francis dis-
cussed defending the family, he
does not announce his plans to
protect thousands of families
still risk from pedophiles incu-
bated and sheltered within the
Church. When the Pope dis-
cussed the economic gap
between the rich and poor, he
does not account for the billions
his church has amassed over the
centuries through violence and
terrorism.

Father Serra stole the native
peoples’ land, their freedom and
their lives. But what matters to
the Pope is the gold and silver
that the Vatican now hoards in
its vaults from Junipero Serra’s
activities while he greedily eyes
opportunities for seizing more
loot, controlling more land and
enslaving more people. Deus
vult— quod dico!

***
About...  Eugene Stovall was

born and raised in Oakland,
California. At age eighteen, he
was invested into the Knights of
Peter Claver, after having
attended St. Joseph’s College
Seminary where he studied for
the Catholic priesthood. Stovall
graduated from Bishop O’Dowd
High School and attended St.
Mary’s College, but left college
to join the U.S. Air Force. In
1966, he graduated magna cum
laude from the University of
California. In 1969, using
research obtained at the
University of Lund in Sweden,
he obtained his master’s from
the University of California at
Davis. Becoming a National
Foundation Fellow in 1973,
Stovall received his Ph.D. in
political theory from the
Political Science Department at
the University of California,
Berkeley. Dr. Stovall has been an
adjunct faculty member at USF,
St. Mary’s College, San
Francisco State University and
at Merritt College. His previous
novels include the 2007 IPPY
Bronze Medal winner, Frank
Yerby: A Victim’s Guilt. The
Hayward South County NAACP
honored Stovall for memorializ-
ing the great black novelist.
His website is http://www.multi-
culturalbooks.com/apps/blog/

“Father Serra stole the
native peoples’ land, their
freedom and their lives.
But what matters to the
Pope is the gold and silver
that the Vatican now
hoards in its vaults from
Junipero Serra’s activities
while hr greedily eyes
opportunities for seizing
more loot, controlling
more land and enslaving
more people. Deus vult—
quod dico!”

American Cancer Society
provides 24 hour help to
patients and caregivers 

beyond Sunday morning. The
church is the place where God’s
justice, God’s peace, and God’s
powerful and unconditional love
should be made markedly evi-
dent through our actions. The
church, indeed, has some busi-
ness in all of this.

Since accepting the call ten
years ago to serve as Executive
Minister of Justice and Witness
Ministries, I have been sur-
rounded by a great cloud of wit-
nesses; among them are staff
colleagues who respond to the
complex demands of social jus-
tice ministries every day. My life
has been enriched by encuentros
(encounters) with modern day
disciples from across the whole
church. The torches of justice
are indeed burning brightly
throughout the United Church of
Christ. 
I retired from this position on

September 30. As I write this
last Witness for Justice, I am
reminded that we can never
underestimate the power of the
Holy Spirit to renew and recast
our lives when we least expect
it. My faith and community life
are far more inter-connected for

me today than ever before.
Thank you Mom and Dad and
the many giants of the faith for
all you’ve taught me along the
way. I promise to do my best to
model your values that weave
my Christian teachings into
everyday life. 
It is impossible to express in

words how deeply grateful I am
for the immeasurable blessing to
serve God through our beloved
United Church of Christ

***

The Rev. M. Linda Jaramillo is
a National Officer of the United
Church of Christ.

The United Church of Christ
has more than 5,000 churches
throughout the United States.
Rooted in the Christian tradi-
tions of congregational gover-
nance and covenantal relation-
ships, each UCC setting speaks
only for itself and not on behalf
of every UCC congregation.
UCC members and churches are
free to differ on important social
issues, even as the UCC remains
principally committed to unity in
the midst of our diversity.

Christian responsibility
and civic responsibility
from page 7

MEMPHIS,TN – Each year, the
American Cancer Society’s
National Cancer Information
Center (NCIC) receives about
800,000 calls, emails and chats
from people who are in need of
answers – they may need infor-
mation and support or they may
want to volunteer or make a
donation. Those contacts lead to
more than 1.7 million services
being provided. Phone lines are
open around the clock, 365 days
a year, to ease fears and give
people all the answers they need
about cancer.
“While many people are familiar
with the research efforts of the
American Cancer Society, few
are aware of the full scope of
free services available to cancer
patients and their loved ones,”
says Kevin Babb, vice president
of the National Cancer
Information Center. “These
services can be obtained through
one easy toll-free call to the
American Cancer Society at 1-
800-227-2345.”
According to Babb, when an
individual calls the American
Cancer Society they will be con-
nected to a live Cancer
Information Specialist. These
specialists, who staff the phone
lines 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week, 365 days a year, are spe-
cially trained to listen to and
identify the needs of cancer
patients and their caregivers,
then match them with services
or resources to meet their needs.
“Our specialists really listen to
where the patient is in their can-
cer journey,” Babb says. “Did
they just get diagnosed and need
educational materials? Are they
in the middle of treatment and
looking for a ride to their
appointments? We make sure to
manage all requests through to
completion. No one will be left
to navigate a cancer experience
alone when they reach out to
us.”
Through the process of probing
and clarifying, NCIC specialists
often discover that a person’s
needs may go beyond their ini-
tial question. For example, a
woman asking about the side
effects of chemotherapy treat-
ment actually may be concerned
about losing her hair and how to
prepare her children for this
journey.
The Road To Recovery program
is an in-demand service that pro-
vides free transportation for a
patient to and from cancer-relat-
ed appointments. The American
Cancer Society offers this pro-
gram because many cancer
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patients aren’t able to find con-
sistent or dependable transporta-
tion to their appointments, keep-
ing them from getting the life-
saving treatment they need.
“Transportation is the number
one barrier to cancer treatment
for many patients,” says Babb.
“Some patients don’t have a car,
can’t afford the gas, or have
friends and family that live too
far away and can’t help out.
Road to Recovery matches each
patient with a volunteer driver
from their area who comes to
their home, takes them to their
appointments, and gets them

back safely. It’s convenient and
totally free.”
Look Good Feel Better is a free
program for women who are
undergoing cancer treatment.
Volunteer facilitators teach
women to improve their appear-
ance and self-image through
beauty techniques designed to
overcome the side effects of
chemotherapy and radiation.
During the sessions, licensed
beauty professionals present
makeup, skin and nail care tips.
They also demonstrate how to
disguise hair loss using wigs,
turbans and scarves. Each
woman leaves the session with a
free goodie bag of makeup,
donated by major manufactur-
ers, to help maintain her new
look. This program is a collabo-
ration between the American
Cancer Society, Personal Care
Products Council Foundation,
and the Professional Beauty
Association.
“Women who battle with cancer
fight more than just the disease,”

Please see page 10

Help American refugees
here  instead of Syrian
refugees 6000 miles away

By E. W. Jackson

The Islamic State’s mobilization
in the United States has been
“unprecedented,” a report
released Tuesday, December 1
found.[1] In light of this reality,
allowing refugees from regions
controlled by ISIS poses a grave
threat and puts American lives
needlessly at risk.
Having learned that one of the

Islamic terrorists in the Paris
attack was a Syrian refugee, thir-
ty-nine governors are objecting
to resettlement in their states.
The first duty of government is
to protect its citizens.
Compassion and hospitality are
an American tradition, but senti-
ment does not supersede protect-
ing our national security and the
lives of our citizens.
Instead of the President focusing
on what should be his first and
highest responsibility, he deni-
grates those who call attention to
his misplaced priorities. Obama
angrily responded, "Apparently,
they’re scared of widows and
orphans coming into the United
States of America..." Facts do

not matter to this administration,
but it is worth noting that
Tashfeen Malik - a woman -
killed American citizens, fired
the first shots in a gun battle
with police, abandoned her baby
to go on a murderous rampage
and may have radicalized her
husband, not the other way
around. She created widows and
orphans, one of those orphans
was her own.
While the President is busy try-

Please see pag 12



Health and Consumer News
Page 10The Mid-South GOSPEL Tribune Winter 2015

Dr. Janet Scott

Will we  ever overcome
in 2016 and onward?

By Dr. Janet Scott
The Mid-South Tribune

and the 
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The song “We Shall
Overcome” was heard constant-
ly in the Civil Rights Era of the
1960’s. It is now heard a lot dur-
ing the celebration of Black
History Month. It has also
become the theme song that
symbolizes the need for free-
dom. When a group is protesting
due to the fact that they feel that
their rights have been violated,
this is “the” song that is usually
sung.
When people sing this song, are
they actually aware of what they
are singing? Do they sing the
song without thought? What
type of meaning does it actually
have? We shall overcome, we
shall overcome someday. O deep
in our hearts we do believe, we
shall overcome someday. When
the song is sung, people of all
ages and races are usually hold-
ing hands. This constitutes some
type of unity. Holding hands is a
form of intimacy.
We shall overcome. Overcome

as defined by Webster’s
Dictionary means to ‘conquer,
defeat; to prevail over, and sur-
mount.’
If the goal is to overcome, it

will take more than just singing
a song. It will require some
action with the singing. People
often get caught up in the heat of
the moment. When this happens,
words are spoken or action is
displayed which is only tempo-
rary. These behaviors are often
not exhibited again until the next
event. There needs to be a com-
mitment. If there is none, the
entire scene is the futile one!

To overcome or to conquer
there needs to be a meeting of
the minds. People of all races
and ages need to begin to work
together. The Holy Bible states
to love thy neighbor as thyself.
In some case, this could be very
scary. Neighbors who live next
door to each other rarely speak
or even know each other’s name.
People are often afraid to sit on
their porches. Does this sound
like loving one’s neighbors?
Even worse, people live in fear
in their own homes. Security
bars on the windows, home
alarm systems and security
doors have become a must as
opposed to being an option.
Does this sound like loving thy
neighbors? Parents are killing
their children, schoolmates are
shooting each other, men are
being dragged on the back of
trucks and people are burning
churches Does this sound like
loving thy neighbors? If we can-
not get along with each other,
how are we going to overcome?
To overcome we need to look

inwardly as opposed to looking
for the answers outwardly. We
need to take a long hard look in
the mirror at self. We need to
focus on our own hurts, disap-
pointments, pain and fears.
These feelings need to be con-
quered. Once this happens, and
the past is put behind us, then we
can move on to interacting with
other people on a more positive

Time to sign up for health Insurance and
learn more on Affordable Care Act exchanges

(Family Features) As you look
to the new year with plans for
healthier habits, there’s no better
place to start than the beginning
– the beginning of each day, that
is. Countless studies have shown
the benefits of a nutritious
breakfast as part of a healthy
eating plan, and there are plenty
of options to make a good-for-
you breakfast that tastes great,
too.

Experts agree that there are
numerous health benefits to
breakfast. For example, the
Academy of Nutrition and
Dietetics credits breakfast with
helping brain function and mem-
ory as well as preventing tired-
ness and overeating as the day
wears on. Mayo Clinic staff adds
that adults who eat breakfast are
likely to consume more vitamins
and minerals, and less fats and
cholesterol.
Wake up your morning routine

with these tips for a healthier
start to each day:

Plan a well-rounded meal.

 

By Janet Trautwein

The Affordable Care Act's
health insurance exchanges
opened for business earlier this
month. Now, millions of
Americans who do not get cov-
erage through work have the
opportunity to shop for policies
that will take effect in 2016.

But they only have a few
months to do so. This open
enrollment period will end on
January 31, 2016.
Those who currently lack insur-
ance should sign up without
delay. And those who have had
coverage this year should inves-
tigate whether there's a better
deal available to them for cover-
age that will kick in next year.
Picking a plan can be complicat-
ed, but it's worth it -- and there's
help available to ensure that
consumers make wise decisions
for themselves and their fami-
lies.

ACS provides 24 hour help ...from page 9
Babb explains. “Many women
feel a loss of identity from the
side effects of cancer treatments,
such as hair loss or skin issues.
Look Good Feel Better gives
women a chance to feel like
themselves again and enjoy
camaraderie with other women
who are facing the same issues.”
The National Cancer

Information Center can provide
information on smoking cessa-
tion, clinical trials, and emotion-
al and financial support. They
have access to thousands of
resources and can help cancer
patients and their caregivers in
both English and Spanish with
more than 200 other languages
available via a translation serv-

ice.
“Whatever their needs might be,
no matter how big or small, we
always try to help,” Babb says.
“Even if a person is just lonely
or scared and needs to talk,
we’re here. We are dedicated to
serving the needs of all cancer
patients. Our entire structure
revolves around helping them

get well.”

For more information about the
many free American Cancer
Society patient programs and
services, or to learn how you can
become a volunteer or donate,
please call 1-800-227-2345 or
visit cancer.org.

basis. When one is filled with
hatred and anger, this is project-
ed to others. It is difficult to
have these emotions and show
positive behavior. Our feelings
manifest themselves in some
way. It is usually in a negative
manner. Thus, people treat each
other abusively. It is important
to learn to put closure on our
pain so that we can begin to
heal. Healing is the process that
closes our old wounds. This
allows us to move on with a
clean start.

Once we start with a
cleaning feeling then we can
interact on a healthy basis with
ourselves and then with other
people. When we do this we can
begin to treat our neighbors as
thyself. Before reaching out to
our neighbors, we really need to
begin at home. Families need to
communicate on a more produc-
tive basis. Quality time needs to
be spent getting to know each
other. Too often, family mem-
bers are like ships that pass in
the night. Parents are often too
busy being caught up in the
financial dream which means
that their children may suffer
from the lack of affection and

There are many advantages to
getting covered. The most
important, of course, is that
insurance ensures access to
medical care. Robust coverage
can be a life-saver in the event of
a serious medical emergency.
But insurance also keeps people
from having to pay the
Affordable Care Act's penalty
for not maintaining coverage -- a
penalty that increases dramati-
cally in 2016. 
This year, those who were unin-
sured paid either $325 per adult
and $162.50 per child, up to a
maximum of $975, or 2 percent
of their income -- whichever
was greater.
In 2016, those who don't secure

coverage will pay much more.
The per-person rates will more
than double to $695 per adult
and $347.50 per child, up to a
maximum of $2,085. Wealthier
uninsured will have to pay 2.5
percent of their incomes.

That's a lot of money to spend
on not getting insurance.
Additionally, federal tax credits
subsidizing coverage are avail-
able through the exchanges for
low-income individuals who
need help paying for their poli-
cies. This year, 85 percent of
those who bought private plans
on the exchanges got financial
assistance.
However, the online insurance

exchanges can be very complex.
Fortunately, buyers who find
themselves overwhelmed can
seek the expert counsel of a
licensed, professional insurance
broker. The easiest way to do so
is via a free tool available
online, at agent-finder.org.
Brokers are specifically trained
to help consumers work their
way through the maze of plans,
coverage levels, deductibles,
networks, and premiums. Nearly
three-quarters spend most of
their time explaining coverage

to clients, according to the
Kaiser Family Foundation. And
nearly two-thirds of brokers
devote significant time to
resolving claims questions or
disputes with insurance carriers.

Brokers also yield results for
their clients. According to
research from the University of
Minnesota, premiums are 13
percent lower in areas where
there are the most brokers, com-
pared with those with the fewest.
It's no wonder that nearly 84

percent of shoppers who got
assistance purchasing exchange
coverage in 2014 rated their
agent or broker as "helpful." No
other enrollment assistance
group received a higher satisfac-
tion rate.
Selecting a health plan can be

confusing. But help is readily
available. And the Affordable
Care Act provides incentives for

Sorghum recipe can kick start New Year

Incorporate whole grains, like
sorghum, lean protein, low-fat
dairy and fruits and vegetables,
for a nutrient-rich meal that will
keep you fueled and feeling full
until lunch time.
Experiment with new flavors.

Avoid burnout and boredom by
trying new foods. For example,
substitute your typical grain
with sorghum, an American-
grown cereal grain. In addition
to its delicious flavor, sorghum
is a highly versatile ingredient
that is naturally high in fiber,
iron and protein and can be used
in a wide range of preparations. 

Eliminate obstacles. If hectic
mornings are preventing you
from getting a healthy breakfast,
find solutions that work for you

and your family. Prepare make-
ahead foods that you can heat in
minutes or look for options that
are easy to eat on the go, such as
this Triple Sorghum Granola,
which can be made ahead and
stored in an airtight container to
maintain its crunchy texture.
Find more ideas for incorporat-

ing sorghum into your healthy
new year at
Facebook.com/TasteSorghum.
To find whole grain sorghum for
this recipe and other great tast-
ing sorghum products, visit Nu
Life Market or Wonder Grain.

Triple Sorghum Granola
Recipe developed by Pam

Correll, Brockport,
Pennsylvania

1 cup cooked sorghum (cooked
according to package directions)
1/2cup dry whole oats
1/2cup pepitas (pumpkin seeds)
1cup slivered almonds
2 tablespoons sorghum syrup
2 tablespoons coconut oil

1/2 cup dried cranberries
1/2cup unsweetened coconut
chips
1/2 cup popped sorghum
(popped according to whole
grain package directions)

Heat oven to 200 F. Spread
sorghum on jelly roll pan. Place
in oven 1 hour, turning every 15
minutes. Remove from oven and
transfer to large mixing bowl.
Stir in oats, pepitas and
almonds.
Raise oven temperature to 300

F.
In 1-quart sauce pan, heat

sorghum syrup and coconut oil
until oil melts. Blend well. Pour
liquid mixture over dry ingredi-
ents; stir to blend well. Spread
evenly on jelly roll pan. Bake 30
minutes, turning every 10 min-
utes.
Remove from oven and stir in

cranberries, coconut chips and
popped sorghum. Allow to cool.
Break apart. Store in airtight
container.

Please see page 12

“The Holy Bible states to
love thy neighbor as thy-
self. In some case, this
could be very scary.
Neighbors who live next
door to each other rarely
speak or even know each
other’s name. People are
often afraid to sit on their
porches. Does this sound
like loving one’s neigh-
bors?”

attention. Children are listening
to music, watching television
and playing videos without adult
supervision. These various
forms of media are impacting
the lives of our children.
Children do need guidance and
discipline. Developing healthier
families is a way of overcoming.
Once individuals and then fam-

ilies become healthier, then it
can be passed along to others. It
can start with a small gesture. It
could be asking your neighbor if
they need something from the
grocery store, rolling out their
trash can to the curb, sending
someone a “thinking of your
card” or offering a ride to
church.

Summary
If the song “We Shall

Overcome” is to have meaning
then it is time to put some action
with the words. Commitment is
a major factor in this process.
Let’s overcome by taking the
first step which is healing self;
the second step is strengthening
the family; then passing it along
to the neighbors. When this
occurs, then we shall be on the
road to overcoming!

***
Dr. Scott is a contributing

columnist for The Mid-South
Tribune. She is a National Board
Certified Counselor and a
Tennessee licensed professional
counselor with a mental health
provider designation offering
individual, group, couple and
family therapy. Her office is
located at 1331 Union Ave.,
Memphis, TN. 38104; phone:
901-722-8751.  Her columns
can also be found on the Health
Lane on the Black Information
and The Mid-South Tribune
ONLINE at www.blackinforma-
tionhighway.com  

See more health news on the
Health and Health Videos lane

on 
The Mid-South Tribune on the
Black Information Highway at

www.
blackinformationhighway.com

Welcome, Travelers!
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Travel on the Health lane
on The Mid-South Tribune,

Mid-South GOSPEL Tribune
and Black Information

Highway at www.
blackinformationhighway.

com. 
Welcome, Travelers!

Books...

Detour to Square Books
on 

www.squarebooks.com 
and check schedule 

for
book signings by your

favorite authors

NOW ON SALE Wherever Books Are Sold!

DESTINY
by T. D. Jakes

at destinythebook.com

Travel on the Book lane on The Mid-South Tribune and the
Black Information Highway 

at www.blackinformationhighway.com
Welcome, Travelers!

Email requests for book reviews to MSTentertainment@prodigy.net

See more Books and
Entertainment features

on

The Mid-South Tribune
and

Black Information
Highway

www.
blackinformation

highway.com
Welcome, Travelers!

Download the 20th
Annual Black History

Special edition of 
The Mid-South Tribune

and the HBCUs
historical edition at

www.
blackinformation

highway.com

ROSEBURG, Ore. – As the
director of the Roseburg House
of Prayer, author Lynn Ferder
knows what it takes to build a
respected ministry in the com-
munity. Her new book, “Make
Your City a House of Prayer:
Moving toward Unity among the
Churches” (published by
WestBow Press and is available
at Amazon and Barnes &
Noble), knits together her per-
sonal journey with strategies and
steps to take in order to create a
ministry that extends beyond
church walls.

“We need a new paradigm on
what unity among the churches
is supposed to resemble,” Ferder
says. “We need to completely
rethink our attitudes and
approaches on how we are try-

“Joy-Ann Reid exposes race as
the San Andreas Fault of
American politics. She exposes
the white-black friction that’s
propelled so much of our coun-
try’s debate, from Lincoln-
Douglas to Obama-Clinton.
Reid’s candid and tough chroni-
cle nails it.”--Chris Matthews,
host of MSNBC’s Hardball with
-Chris Matthews-

“Fracture is an instant classic of
political journalism by one of
the nation’s most gifted public
intellectuals. … A brilliant work
that is at once epic historical
saga, gripping social thriller,
astute frontline reportage, and
edifying political tract.”
--Michael Eric Dyson, author of
the forthcoming “The Black
Presidency: Barack Obama and
the Politics of Race in America”

“Fracture takes on the ambi-
tious task of connecting the con-
temporary Democratic Party to
50 years of fascinating and fast-
paced historical change.”--  
Melissa Harris-Perry,
Presidential Endowed Chair in
Politics and International Affairs
at Wake Forest University and
MSNBC host

***
Protests fueled by the killing of

young black men in Ferguson,
Baltimore, and New York, and
the race-motivated mass shoot-
ing in a Charleston church, high-
light the heightened tension
between white and black
America.  National correspon-
dent for MSNBC and veteran
news reporter Joy-Ann Reid’s
''FRACTURE: Barack Obama,
the Clintons and the Racial
Divide” (now available in
stores and online) paints a
detailed picture of the history
behind this racial enmity, while
also exploring the complex rela-
tionship between Barack Obama
and the Clintons to craft an
insightful narrative that traces
fifty years of race-based politi-
cal policy up to today’s breaking
news.
FRACTURE is essential read-

ing for decoding the current
racial-political conversation,
providing a framework for a
more nuanced understanding of
what is at stake for Obama,
Clinton, and the other
Democratic candidates as we
head into the presidential elec-
tion of 2016.  FRACTURE
understands today’s moment by
looking at the recent past, close-
ly examining the dramatic fight
for the presidency between
Hillary Clinton, the candidate
assumed to be the presumptive
Democratic successor to Bill
Clinton, and the upstart senator

Disney Christmas Day Parade
from page  6
Dove Cameron, Cameron
Boyce, Booboo Stewart, and
Sofia Carson, pay tribute to
Disney's most infamous villains
with "Rotten to the Core"
Featuring floats and characters

from movie favorites including
"Toy Story," "Pirates of the
Caribbean," "Inside Out," and
the wildly-popular "Frozen,"
along with the all-new "Star
Wars: The Force Awakens" and
upcoming "Finding Dory"
movie, slated for release next
summer, this year's Disney
Christmas Parade is expected to
be the most spectacular of all.
Viewers can also look forward
to watching other Disney parade
stars take the spotlight, such as
beloved Disney princesses,
characters from Disney Junior, a
special performance from the
stars of the Disney Channel
Original Movie, "Descendants,"
and of course, the iconic Disney
Toy Soldiers and Santa Claus!
The 32nd annual Christmas cel-
ebration airs nationwide on
December 25 at 10 a.m. EST and
9 a.m. CST, MST and PST on
ABC-TV. The show will also air
in Canada on CBC Network and
across the globe on the
American Forces Network.

For more information, visit dis-
ney.com/disneyparkschristmas
to learn about the special tele-
cast, including local broadcast
times and a full list of parade tal-
ent. Guests can also join in fun
online by using the hashtag
#DisneyParade.

About Walt Disney Parks 
and Resorts

Walt Disney Parks and Resorts
are where dreams come true.
More than 55 years ago, Walt
Disney created a new kind of
entertainment families could
experience together, immersed
in detailed atmospheres and
vibrant storytelling. His vision
now includes a collection of five
of the world's leading family
vacation destinations –
Disneyland Resort, Anaheim,
Calif.; Walt Disney World
Resort, Lake Buena Vista, Fla.;
Tokyo Disney Resort, Urayasu,
Chiba, Japan; Disneyland Paris,
Marne-la-Vallée, France; and
Hong Kong Disneyland Resort,
located on Lantau Island. A sixth
resort, Shanghai Disney Resort,
is currently under construction
in Pudong New District,
Shanghai. In addition, Walt
Disney Parks and Resorts
includes the world-class Disney
Cruise Line; Disney Vacation
Club; Adventures by Disney, a
guided group vacation experi-
ence to some of the world's most
popular destinations; and Walt
Disney Imagineering, which
creates and designs all Disney
parks, resorts and attractions.

About the Hosts
Robin Roberts is co-anchor of

ABC's "Good Morning
America," which has won four
Emmy Awards for Outstanding
Morning Program. During her
time with the show, Roberts has
interviewed famous personali-
ties such as President Barack
Obama, Facebook founder Mark

Zuckerberg, First Lady Michelle
Obama, Amanda Knox, LeBron
James, Hope Solo, and Taya
Kyle - wife of American Sniper
Chris Kyle, to name a few. In
2014, Roberts was honored with
the Walter Cronkite Award for
Excellence in Journalism,
inducted in the Broadcasting &
Cable Hall of Fame and named
one of Glamour's Women of the
Year. In September 2014,
Roberts launched Rock'n
Roberts Productions, which cre-
ates authentic broadcast content
and digital programming for a
host of networks, including
informational shows and docu-
mentaries, lifestyle reality series
and live special events.
Jesse Palmer is a former quar-

terback for the Florida Gators
and was drafted by the New
York Giants in 2001. After serv-
ing four years with the team,
Palmer was temporarily signed
by the San Francisco 49ers in
2005. In 2007, Palmer joined
ESPN as a college football ana-
lyst for ABC's Saturday games
and Thursday Night College
Football, as well as lead analyst
on the SEC Network. In 2014,
he was named the lead game
analyst alongside Brent
Musburger for the SEC
Network. Recently, in May
2015, Palmer was welcomed to
ABC's "Good Morning
America" team as a special cor-
respondent and will cover big
stories for the second hour of the
show, as well as "signature big
live events."

New book shows how to bring ministry
to city; Lynn Ferder presents advice for
establishing an effective house of prayer

ing to bring unity among the
churches.”

Ferder believes each church
has a unique responsibility to
fulfill and only by uniting their
efforts can churches hope to
move their community toward
transformation. “Make Your
City a House of Prayer” is filled
with advice for everyone from
intercessors to the pastor. It also
includes guidelines for altar
ministry and corporate prayer
settings, prayers for children,
and tools for writing prayers.

An excerpt from “Make Your
City a House of Prayer”:

“As intercessors and people of
prayer, we need to honor the
pastor-intercessor relationship
and stay within our sphere of

grace (2 Corinthians 10:13; 2
Peter 1:2). Our specific sphere
of grace is a measure of influ-
ence God has given to each of
us. When we stay within this
measure the principle of multi-
plication begins to work and we
will find over time our sphere
enlarges.”

Lynn Ferder is the director for
the House of Prayer in
Roseburg, Oregon. She is a
Bible teacher and speaker. In her
20s, she was a childbirth educa-
tion teacher and lay midwife.
Later, she became a registered
nurse and served in the field of
psychiatry. She was ordained as
a minister in 2006. She has been
married to her husband for over
37 years and has four daughters
and 11 grandchildren.

WestBow Press is a strategic
self-publishing alliance between
HarperCollins Christian
Publishing and Author
Solutions, LLC — the world
leader supported self- publish-
ing. Titles published through
WestBow Press are evaluated
for sales potential and consid-
ered for publication through
Thomas Nelson and Zondervan.
For more information, visit
www.westbowpress.com or call
(866)-928-1240. For WestBow
Press news, click “Like” at
www.facebook.com/WestBowPr
ess and follow @westbowpress
on Twitter.

Coming in 2016! 
The Mid-South Tribune 21st
Annual Black History Month

Special Edition

The Secular Selection:  Politics and Books

Joy-Ann Reid looks at race in
“Fracture: Barack Obama, the
Clintons, and the Racial Divide”

who ultimately defeated her.  
Reid zeroes in on the issue of

race in presidential campaigns,
specifically on its role in the pri-
mary fight in 2008.  After
Obama invoked Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.’s legacy early in
the campaign, Hillary Clinton
criticized him for trying to use
race to divide, a remark that
brought a flurry of negative
press on the Clinton campaign
and placed doubt in the minds of
many black supporters who had
adored the Clintons for years.
After Obama won the presiden-
cy, his task only became harder:
to lead all of America while still
addressing issues of racial injus-
tice. Obama’s soft stance on the
killing of black teenager
Michael Brown in Ferguson,
Missouri incited rigorous criti-
cism and disdain from the black
media and intelligentsia.
Although recently Obama has
toughened his position, he
remains caught between two
very different Americas: one
that believes we live in a post-
racial society where discussion
of racial issues is unnecessary
and used primarily for political
gain; and another that insists we
have a long way to go, and that
Obama should be using his posi-
tion to effect much more posi-
tive change for black America.
One thing is clear: as we
approach the 2016 election, this
issue is not going away.
Joy-Ann Reid  is a master of

historical context—tracing the
Democratic Party back to the
early 1960s, she shows that at
every turn the party’s
fortune–and that of its
leaders–has hinged on racial
issues.  

Follow her on Twitter
@JoyAnnReid.

Read in-depth book review on the Books lane in The
Mid-South Tribune on the Black Information Highway

at www.blackinformationhighway.com

Joy-Ann Reid

Read an in-depth book review
of “Fracture” on the 

Books lane in 
The Mid-South Tribune

and the 
Black Information Highway

at 
www.

blackinformationhighway.
com

Welcome, Travelers!

Watch for our in-depth
book review of

“Destiny”
by T. D. Jakes 

on the 
Books lane on
The Mid-South

Tribune, The Mid-South
GOSPEL Tribune 

and the 
Black Information

Highway
at 

www.
blackinformation

highway.com

Welcome, Travelers!
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Presenting
the Education Quilt

Honoring the History of
HBCUs

The Education Quilt 
Presented by 

The Mid-South Tribune, 
Black Information Highway 

and  
Hancock Fabrics

Hancockfabrics.com or call
877-FABRICS     

For more information, 
travel on the Education Quilt lane
on the Black Information Highway

at www.
blackinformationhighway.com

“Welcome, Travelers!”

The Education Quilt has
the patches of the 
Freedom Colors of 

Red, Black, and Green

Historical Black Colleges and Universities served
when others did not. Enhance these schools to
educate all who thirst for knowledge! See the
entire issue on the Education and HBCU lanes on
the Black Information Highway.com

 

Travel on

The Mid-South Tribune

The Mid-South
GOSPEL Tribune

and the 

Black Information
Highway

at
www.black

information
highway.

com

Submit religion news
and photos for ALL

states to
MSTnews@prodigy.net

Welcome, Travelers!

Download The Mid-South Tribune’s HBCUs special edition on the Black History lane 
on Black Information highway.com

Help American refugees here  instead
of Syrian refugees 6000 miles away
from page 9
ing to save refugees from 6000
miles away, there are refugees -
widows and orphans - in our
own country who desperately
need help. Inner cities across
this nation are beset by gangs,
violence, hunger and homeless-
ness. Children are dying violent-
ly, and seventy percent of fathers
have abandoned their children or
are in prison serving long sen-
tences. It is as if ISIS has set up
shop in cities like Baltimore and
Chicago and turned them into
war zones. Civilian casualties
are mounting. Three weeks ago
a nine year old boy was brutally
murdered in Chicago's
Southside because of a gang
vendetta against his father,
member of a rival gang. What
has the President said about this
and countless other murders of
innocents across the country in
urban violence? Nothing. Not a
word.
Instead of a vision for our coun-
try and people, he seems to have
a visceral response to certain
topics, and the plight of the
urban poor is not one of them.
He gets excited about homosex-
uality and LGBT matters. He
gets exorcised about saving the
planet from global warming. He
uses executive authority to
legalize as many illegal immi-
grants as possible, although an
Appeals Court has ruled his
action unconstitutional. When

some mentally ill person com-
mits mass murder, he's a quick
draw gun control advocate,
without knowing the facts or cir-
cumstances. If there is a police
incident, he condemns the police
before any investigation.
He now has a new passion - to

bring in Syrian refugees, know-
ing that he cannot vet them
properly or eliminate the risk of
terrorists slipping in with them.
He is contemptuous of Christian

refugees, sneering at the mere
suggestion as a "shameful...reli-
gious test."
It is fair to say that the President
has mental and emotional blind
spots on one hand and obsessive
compulsions on the other. There
are things he can't stop talking
about and there are things he
can't bring himself to talk about.
One would think that the first
black President of the United
States would want to do some-
thing about the economy of

CNBC ‘Reconciliation’ conference and schedule ... from page 3

nation. Their mission is to serve
as a unified voice of Black reli-
gious bodies that seeks to
improve the quality of life for
African Americans and other
underserved populations in the
areas of social justice, educa-
tion, health, and economic
empowerment
CNBC’s event is being spon-

sored by Walmart, Perennial
Sports & Entertainment, Public
Welfare Foundation, National
Council of Churches, AARP,
Bank of America and more.

SCHEDULE
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15,
2015

12:00 PM                                
OPENING LUNCHEON
Dr. W. Franklyn Richardson,
Chairman of the Board CNBC

1:15 PM-2:00 PM                   
KEYNOTE SPEAKER
The Rev. Dr. James A. Forbes,
Jr., Senior Minister Emeritus of
The Riverside Church and
President of the Healing of the
Nations Foundation.

2:15 PM – 3:30 PM                
TRUTH TELLING: The
Essence of Reconciliation
The Rev. Nelson Rivers, III,
Pastor, Charity Baptist Church

Rev. Dr. Jeremy Rutledge,
Pastor, Circular Congregational
Church

3:45 PM – 4:45 PM                
Dr. Marvin McMickle,
President, Professor of Church
Leadership, Director of the
Program of Black Church
Studies
Colgate Rochester Crozer
Divinity School

6:00 PM                                  
DEPART FOR ECUMENICAL
SERVICE
Mother Emanuel AME Church
110 Calhoun St, Charleston, SC
29401

7:00 PM                                  
ECUMENICAL SERVICE
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
Bishop John Hurst Adams,
CNBC Founder and Chairman
Emeritus

GREETINGS
The Rev. Gradye Parsons,
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.
Mr. Jim Winkler, National
Council of Churches, U.S.A.

SERMON
Senior Bishop John R. Bryant,
African Methodist Episcopal
Church

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER
16, 2015

7:30 AM – 8:30 AM               
BREAKFAST AND MORN-
ING INSPIRATION
Homily: Rev. Dr. Freddie
Haynes
Senior Pastor, Friendship-West
Baptist Church, Dallas, TX

9:00 AM – 10:30 AM             
“Tools for a National Campaign
Against Racism”
Dr. Camara Phyllis Jones,
President, American Public
Health Association

10:45 AM – 12:15 PM            
The State of American Racism:
Two Perspectives
Dr. Michael Eric Dyson

12:30 PM – 1:30 PM              
LUNCH

1:45 PM – 2:15 PM                
KEYNOTE SPEAKER

2:30 PM – 3:30 PM                
RECONCILIATION: the only
option?

3:45 PM                                  
Theological Discussion about
Racism

7:00 PM – 9:00 PM                

LEADERSHIP DINNER
Honorees
Honorable Joseph P. Riley, Jr.,
Mayor, Charleston, SC
Mr. Lamell McMorris, Founder
and CEO Perennial Strategy
Group

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17,
2015

7:30 AM – 8:30 AM               
BREAKFAST AND MORN-
ING INSPIRATION
Homily: The Rev. Telley
Gadson, Senior Pastor, St.
Mark’s UMC, Taylor, SC

9:00 AM – 10:30 AM             
CONSEQUENCES OF
RACISM
•Prison Incarceration and Police
Misconduct
•Health Disparities

10:45 AM – 11:45 AM           
THE ROAD TO RECONCILI-
ATION:  How do we heal?
Discussion led by Leaders of
Religious Bodies

11:45 AM – 12:45 PM            
LUNCH

CONSULTATION ADJOURN-
MENT

“My organization -
STAND - has developed
such a plan and is asking
presidential candidates to
support it. Project CRE-
ATE is a private sector
plan for the recovery of
our inner cities. Before
black ministers support
any candidate - Democrat
or Republican - they
should consider our plan,
and ask every candidate
whether they will support
it.”

Opinion

“He now has a new passion
- to bring in Syrian refugees,
knowing that he cannot vet
them properly or eliminate
the risk of terrorists slipping
in with them. He is contemp-
tuous of Christian refugees,
sneering at the mere sugges-
tion as a ‘shameful...reli-
gious test’."

urban America instead of bring-
ing in more people to compete
for low wage, low skill, entry
level jobs desperately needed by
residents of the inner city.
Maybe if we told him that ISIL
means Inner-cities Sorely In
need of Leadership, he would
show some of the passion he has
for Syrian refugees, but I doubt
it. Frankly, the people have
solve this problem because gov-
ernment can't or won't. We don't
need more refugees from Syria
or anywhere else. We don't need
more illegal immigrants. We
don't need more immigration
until our economy is capable of
employing the millions who are
out of work. What we need are
jobs and opportunity for
American citizens, especially in
the poorest neighborhoods of
our country. 
There are lots of widows and

orphans here who need help, Mr.

See more opinions on the Op/Ed pages in this edition

“There are lots of widows and
orphans here who need help,
Mr. President. Too bad you
never had the passion to put
your infamous pen and phone to
work for them.”

President. Too bad you never
had the passion to put your infa-
mous pen and phone to work for
them.
My organization - STAND - has
developed such a plan and is
asking presidential candidates to
support it. Project CREATE is a
private sector plan for the recov-
ery of our inner cities. Before
black ministers support any can-
didate - Democrat or Republican
- they should consider our plan,
and ask every candidate whether
they will support it. Will Donald
Trump support such a plan?
Does he have one of his own? If
he does, it must be like his
favorite scripture - very private.

***
E.W. Jackson was born in

Chester, PA, near Philadelphia.
After graduating from high
school, he joined the Maine
Corps, and was honorably dis-
charged after three years of
service. He went on to graduate
Summa Cum Laude with a B.A.
from the University of
Massachusetts and from
Harvard Law School.
He is the founder and Senior

Pastor of THE CALLED
Church, founder of the
Chesapeake Martin Luther King
Leadership Breakfast and
Founder and President of Stand
Foundation - Staying True to
America's National Destiny - a
nonprofit organization commit-
ted to bringing citizens together
across racial and cultural lines
to restore America's Judeo-
Christian heritage and values. 

He is the National President of
MINISTERS TAKING A STAND,
a national organization of
Pastors and Christian leaders
addressing the moral and spiri-
tual issues of our time. He also
founded YOUTH WITH A DES-
TINY, helping give youth a sense
of vision and purpose for their
lives. He is the author of the
book, Ten Commandments to an
Extraordinary Life. His articles
have been published in the
Washington Times, American
Thinker and many other publi-
cations.  He has appeared on
FOX, ABC, PBS, CNN and
MSNBC.

Affordable 
Health Care 

and insurance
tips for 2016

from page 10

buying insurance -- carrots in
the form of subsidies to those
with low incomes, and sticks in
the form of penalties for those
who fail to sign up. 

During this open enrollment
season, getting covered should
be a no-brainer.

Janet Trautwein is CEO of the
National Association of Health
Underwriters. To learn more,
v i s i t
www.BrokersMakingaDifferenc
e.org

See more health news on the
Health and Health Videos

lanes on 
The Mid-South Tribune

on the 
Black Information Highway

at
www.

blackinformationhighway.
com


