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Help American refugees here  instead
of Syrian refugees 6000 miles away
from page 9
ing to save refugees from 6000
miles away, there are refugees -
widows and orphans - in our
own country who desperately
need help. Inner cities across
this nation are beset by gangs,
violence, hunger and homeless-
ness. Children are dying violent-
ly, and seventy percent of fathers
have abandoned their children or
are in prison serving long sen-
tences. It is as if ISIS has set up
shop in cities like Baltimore and
Chicago and turned them into
war zones. Civilian casualties
are mounting. Three weeks ago
a nine year old boy was brutally
murdered in Chicago's
Southside because of a gang
vendetta against his father,
member of a rival gang. What
has the President said about this
and countless other murders of
innocents across the country in
urban violence? Nothing. Not a
word.
Instead of a vision for our coun-
try and people, he seems to have
a visceral response to certain
topics, and the plight of the
urban poor is not one of them.
He gets excited about homosex-
uality and LGBT matters. He
gets exorcised about saving the
planet from global warming. He
uses executive authority to
legalize as many illegal immi-
grants as possible, although an
Appeals Court has ruled his
action unconstitutional. When

some mentally ill person com-
mits mass murder, he's a quick
draw gun control advocate,
without knowing the facts or cir-
cumstances. If there is a police
incident, he condemns the police
before any investigation.
He now has a new passion - to

bring in Syrian refugees, know-
ing that he cannot vet them
properly or eliminate the risk of
terrorists slipping in with them.
He is contemptuous of Christian

refugees, sneering at the mere
suggestion as a "shameful...reli-
gious test."
It is fair to say that the President
has mental and emotional blind
spots on one hand and obsessive
compulsions on the other. There
are things he can't stop talking
about and there are things he
can't bring himself to talk about.
One would think that the first
black President of the United
States would want to do some-
thing about the economy of

CNBC ‘Reconciliation’ conference and schedule ... from page 3

nation. Their mission is to serve
as a unified voice of Black reli-
gious bodies that seeks to
improve the quality of life for
African Americans and other
underserved populations in the
areas of social justice, educa-
tion, health, and economic
empowerment
CNBC’s event is being spon-

sored by Walmart, Perennial
Sports & Entertainment, Public
Welfare Foundation, National
Council of Churches, AARP,
Bank of America and more.

SCHEDULE
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15,
2015

12:00 PM                                
OPENING LUNCHEON
Dr. W. Franklyn Richardson,
Chairman of the Board CNBC

1:15 PM-2:00 PM                   
KEYNOTE SPEAKER
The Rev. Dr. James A. Forbes,
Jr., Senior Minister Emeritus of
The Riverside Church and
President of the Healing of the
Nations Foundation.

2:15 PM – 3:30 PM                
TRUTH TELLING: The
Essence of Reconciliation
The Rev. Nelson Rivers, III,
Pastor, Charity Baptist Church

Rev. Dr. Jeremy Rutledge,
Pastor, Circular Congregational
Church

3:45 PM – 4:45 PM                
Dr. Marvin McMickle,
President, Professor of Church
Leadership, Director of the
Program of Black Church
Studies
Colgate Rochester Crozer
Divinity School

6:00 PM                                  
DEPART FOR ECUMENICAL
SERVICE
Mother Emanuel AME Church
110 Calhoun St, Charleston, SC
29401

7:00 PM                                  
ECUMENICAL SERVICE
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
Bishop John Hurst Adams,
CNBC Founder and Chairman
Emeritus

GREETINGS
The Rev. Gradye Parsons,
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.
Mr. Jim Winkler, National
Council of Churches, U.S.A.

SERMON
Senior Bishop John R. Bryant,
African Methodist Episcopal
Church

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER
16, 2015

7:30 AM – 8:30 AM               
BREAKFAST AND MORN-
ING INSPIRATION
Homily: Rev. Dr. Freddie
Haynes
Senior Pastor, Friendship-West
Baptist Church, Dallas, TX

9:00 AM – 10:30 AM             
“Tools for a National Campaign
Against Racism”
Dr. Camara Phyllis Jones,
President, American Public
Health Association

10:45 AM – 12:15 PM            
The State of American Racism:
Two Perspectives
Dr. Michael Eric Dyson

12:30 PM – 1:30 PM              
LUNCH

1:45 PM – 2:15 PM                
KEYNOTE SPEAKER

2:30 PM – 3:30 PM                
RECONCILIATION: the only
option?

3:45 PM                                  
Theological Discussion about
Racism

7:00 PM – 9:00 PM                

LEADERSHIP DINNER
Honorees
Honorable Joseph P. Riley, Jr.,
Mayor, Charleston, SC
Mr. Lamell McMorris, Founder
and CEO Perennial Strategy
Group

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17,
2015

7:30 AM – 8:30 AM               
BREAKFAST AND MORN-
ING INSPIRATION
Homily: The Rev. Telley
Gadson, Senior Pastor, St.
Mark’s UMC, Taylor, SC

9:00 AM – 10:30 AM             
CONSEQUENCES OF
RACISM
•Prison Incarceration and Police
Misconduct
•Health Disparities

10:45 AM – 11:45 AM           
THE ROAD TO RECONCILI-
ATION:  How do we heal?
Discussion led by Leaders of
Religious Bodies

11:45 AM – 12:45 PM            
LUNCH

CONSULTATION ADJOURN-
MENT

“My organization -
STAND - has developed
such a plan and is asking
presidential candidates to
support it. Project CRE-
ATE is a private sector
plan for the recovery of
our inner cities. Before
black ministers support
any candidate - Democrat
or Republican - they
should consider our plan,
and ask every candidate
whether they will support
it.”

Opinion

“He now has a new passion
- to bring in Syrian refugees,
knowing that he cannot vet
them properly or eliminate
the risk of terrorists slipping
in with them. He is contemp-
tuous of Christian refugees,
sneering at the mere sugges-
tion as a ‘shameful...reli-
gious test’."

urban America instead of bring-
ing in more people to compete
for low wage, low skill, entry
level jobs desperately needed by
residents of the inner city.
Maybe if we told him that ISIL
means Inner-cities Sorely In
need of Leadership, he would
show some of the passion he has
for Syrian refugees, but I doubt
it. Frankly, the people have
solve this problem because gov-
ernment can't or won't. We don't
need more refugees from Syria
or anywhere else. We don't need
more illegal immigrants. We
don't need more immigration
until our economy is capable of
employing the millions who are
out of work. What we need are
jobs and opportunity for
American citizens, especially in
the poorest neighborhoods of
our country. 
There are lots of widows and

orphans here who need help, Mr.

See more opinions on the Op/Ed pages in this edition

“There are lots of widows and
orphans here who need help,
Mr. President. Too bad you
never had the passion to put
your infamous pen and phone to
work for them.”

President. Too bad you never
had the passion to put your infa-
mous pen and phone to work for
them.
My organization - STAND - has
developed such a plan and is
asking presidential candidates to
support it. Project CREATE is a
private sector plan for the recov-
ery of our inner cities. Before
black ministers support any can-
didate - Democrat or Republican
- they should consider our plan,
and ask every candidate whether
they will support it. Will Donald
Trump support such a plan?
Does he have one of his own? If
he does, it must be like his
favorite scripture - very private.

***
E.W. Jackson was born in

Chester, PA, near Philadelphia.
After graduating from high
school, he joined the Maine
Corps, and was honorably dis-
charged after three years of
service. He went on to graduate
Summa Cum Laude with a B.A.
from the University of
Massachusetts and from
Harvard Law School.
He is the founder and Senior

Pastor of THE CALLED
Church, founder of the
Chesapeake Martin Luther King
Leadership Breakfast and
Founder and President of Stand
Foundation - Staying True to
America's National Destiny - a
nonprofit organization commit-
ted to bringing citizens together
across racial and cultural lines
to restore America's Judeo-
Christian heritage and values. 

He is the National President of
MINISTERS TAKING A STAND,
a national organization of
Pastors and Christian leaders
addressing the moral and spiri-
tual issues of our time. He also
founded YOUTH WITH A DES-
TINY, helping give youth a sense
of vision and purpose for their
lives. He is the author of the
book, Ten Commandments to an
Extraordinary Life. His articles
have been published in the
Washington Times, American
Thinker and many other publi-
cations.  He has appeared on
FOX, ABC, PBS, CNN and
MSNBC.

Affordable 
Health Care 

and insurance
tips for 2016

from page 10

buying insurance -- carrots in
the form of subsidies to those
with low incomes, and sticks in
the form of penalties for those
who fail to sign up. 

During this open enrollment
season, getting covered should
be a no-brainer.

Janet Trautwein is CEO of the
National Association of Health
Underwriters. To learn more,
v i s i t
www.BrokersMakingaDifferenc
e.org
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