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omy. No child’s future should be
determined by their color, eco-
nomic status or zip code. To The
100’s network of more than 100
chapters around the world, this
is appalling and unacceptable!
We need organizations and car-
ing adults to join us in a collec-
tive effort for systemic and sus-
tainable education reform.

The 100’s 50-year history of
mentoring African American
youth has given us a unique per-
spective on what is and isn’t
working in many of the nation’s
public schools through the expe-
riences of the young people we
serve. Although the high school
dropout rate is improving, it still
is not where it should be. It is
also disturbing that, of those
African American youth who do
successfully graduate high
school, far too many are woeful-
ly unprepared for freshman-
level college coursework. As a
result, they are required to com-
plete remedial classes as a pre-
requisite for acceptance into
post-secondary institutions.
Some find themselves so far
behind that it seems impossible
to catch up. Not only does this
situation shatter their self-
esteem, but it also suffocates
their desire to even try. Rather
than face the humiliation of try-
ing to catch up to their peers,
some simply give up and drop
out.
While there is no silver bullet or
quick fix to these problems, we
believe the journey toward solu-
tions begins with creating high-
performing schools. Schools, for
example, that promote high stu-
dent expectations and achieve-
ment, insist on teacher accounta-
bility through regular evalua-
tions and encourage innovation
among principals and other
school leaders.
The 100 has been a longtime

supporter of traditional public
schools, where most of the youth
we serve attend. While each of
our chapters is deeply rooted
and involved in their communi-
ties, true education reform
requires a collective effort from
like-minded organizations and
individuals. To that end, in
October during The 100’s
Education Summit in
Washington, D.C., our members
from across the country met
with leaders from several non-
profit, education and civil rights
organizations to explore ways to
collaborate, mobilize and advo-
cate for action that leads to pos-
itive, tangible and lasting

Editor’s note: Below the state-
ment by President Clinton and
Secretary Clinton on the Passing
of Rev. Theodore Hesburgh was
released on February 27, 2015.

Hillary and I mourn the passing
and celebrate the remarkable life
of Father Hesburgh. His brilliant
stewardship of Notre Dame pro-
duced generations of leaders and
scholars whose hearts and minds
were shaped by his example.
Hillary and I were proud to call

Fathers and daughters 
from front page
night earlier this month. Over
100 organizations in 60 cities
participated in events and activi-
ties geared toward father and
son relationships. "We are excit-
ed to place our focus on the rela-
tionship between fathers and
their daughters. This campaign
is expecting a much larger par-

What’s wrong with
having a ‘Blessed’ day?
from front page
with some kind of a religious
connotation. After all, that word
is used in the Bible many times.
So, for some reason, this word is
objectionable.
I was trying to figure out what

part of "blessed" was harmful
and objectionable. Obviously,
the people objecting to the
phrase do not know too much
about the English language.
One of the definitions of blessed
is, "blissfully happy or content-
ed." Who doesn't want to be
blissfully happy or contented?

My solution was to use the
word "great." Everybody would
be greeted with, "Have a great
day." I thought this was a good
way to greet people, but then my
wife brought in another objec-
tion.
"They can't use the word great,"
she said rather soberly, "because
that word is also in the Bible and
usually associated with God."
She was right. The word "great"
is usually associated with God in
the sense that we have a "Great
God." There is just no way some
people will use a word that is in
any way associated with the
Bible or with God and I am not
sure why.
I have another phrase that could
be used in place of "blessed."
Why not tell people to have a
good day? After all, is that not
the objective every day to have a
good day? What is wrong with
good?
But then, the word "good" is

another religious word and it is
also found in the Bible. So, good
has become offensive to people
because of its association with
the Bible. At this point, I got into
a little trouble with my wife. Of
course, that is not something
new for me. If trouble is not my
middle name, it is at least my
destination.

"Why not," I said quite cau-
tiously to my wife, "tell people
to have a cursed day! After all, if
they do not want to have a
blessed day what else is there?"
Well, did I get the lecture to end
all lectures. I cannot repeat the
lecture because there is not
enough space in all of the news-
papers in America to handle it.
Let me just say, I will never
repeat that again.
Once the heat settled down and

the room got quiet, my wife said
something very thoughtful.
"Why are people so terrified of
the Bible?"
She hit it that time. The most

amazing thing to me are people
who do not believe the Bible are
deathly afraid of the Bible.
People who do not believe in
God are deathly afraid of even
the word God or a symbol asso-
ciated with God.

Some people are really
obsessed with God. They see a
cross and think of God. They see
two hands folded together and
they think of God. They hear
certain words and they think of
God.
They see someone pray and are

deathly afraid in spite of the fact
that they say there is no God and
so who in the world do they
think they are they praying to?
The answer is quite simple.
There is something deep inside
everybody that believes in God.
My advice is, quit fighting and
get to know this God you are so
afraid of, He is really great.

David understood this quite
well when he wrote, "Blessed be
the LORD God of Israel from
everlasting, and to everlasting.
Amen, and Amen" (Psalms
41:13).
So, whoever you are, I say with-
out any apologies whatsoever,
"Have a blessed day."

***

Rev. James L. Snyder is pastor
of the Family of God
Fellowship, PO Box 831313,
Ocala, FL 34483. He lives with
his wife, Martha, in Silver
Springs Shores. Call him at 1-
866-552-2543 or e-mailjamess-
nyder2@att.net or website
www.jamessnyderministries.com
.

“I was trying to figure out
what part of "blessed" was
harmful and objection-
able. Obviously, the peo-
ple objecting to the phrase
do not know too much
about the English lan-
guage. One of the defini-
tions of blessed is, "bliss-
fully happy or contented."
Who doesn't want to be
blissfully happy or con-
tented?”

Statement from Bill Clinton on the
death of Rev. Theodore Hesburg

him friend and counselor, and I
was honored to present his
Congressional Gold Medal. We
will always remember his great
sense of humor and his dauntless
faith, his staunch advocacy for
civil rights and a peaceful plan-
et, and his lifelong commitment
to public service. His entire life
was a constant reminder of our
common humanity. Our prayers
are with his family, the Notre
Dame family, and his legion of
friends throughout the world.

Black minds also matter
from front page

change. During our discussions,
areas of agreement included
advocating for public school
education options for parents
and their children. Our youth
should not be doomed to 12
years – between kindergarten
and senior year – of academic
failure. We will remain commit-
ted to supporting those public
schools that are high-performers
and able to demonstrate excep-
tional and measurable academic
outcomes for our children – or
those that are executing a plan to
successfully reach that goal.
When traditional public schools
fail to perform at high levels, our
organization supports education-
al alternatives, including suc-
cessful nonprofit charter
schools. We also need to encour-
age nonprofit public charters
and traditional public schools to
collaborate and share best prac-
tices that have proven to be suc-
cessful in educating low-income
and Black children. 

No matter which type of
schools parents and guardians
ultimately decide are best for
their children, all public schools
– particularly those in African
American and economically dis-
advantaged communities – must
be high-performing, evidence-
based institutions of learning
where children are prepared to
advance successfully to the next
grade level, graduate from high
school and progress seamlessly
into college and career. The time
is now – before another child’s
future is lost – to raise our col-
lective voices in advocacy and
take action so that high-perform-
ing public schools in our com-
munities become the norm
rather than the exception. While
this task may seem daunting, our
children’s futures, quality of life
and, in some cases, their very
lives are at stake. As we contin-
ue to mobilize and boldly
declare that “Black Lives
Matter,” I submit that we must
also affirm through immediate
community engagement that
Black Minds Matter, too.
Collectively, we can help ensure
that our children get the educa-
tion – and the future – they right-
fully deserve.

Brian L. Pauling is national
president of 100 Black Men of
America, Inc. This op/ed piece is
also on the Editorial and Op/Ed
lanes on The Mid-South Tribune
and Black Information Highway
at www.blackinformationhigh-
way.com 
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On March 25, 2015, following ceremonies marking the
50th anniversary of the Selma March ending at the
Montgomery statehouse, Peggy Wallace Kennedy, daugh-
ter of Gov. George Wallace, who famously worked to pre-
serve segregation, prays with leaders of The Reconciled
Church. Left to right: Bishop Kyle Searcy of Fresh
Anointing Church in Montgomery; Jim Liske, president of
Prison Fellowship; Bishop Harry Jackson, The Reconciled
Church founder (and senior pastor of Hope Christian
Church near Washington, D.C.); and Bishop J. Alan Neal
of the International Communion of Evangelical Churches.

MONTGOMERY, Ala. –  March
26, 2016 -- Fifty years after the
march from Selma ended with
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s speech
from a flatbed truck—there to
bar him from the capitol steps—
the then-governor’s daughter,
now Peggy Wallace Kennedy,
prayed on those steps with lead-
ers of The Reconciled Church
(TRC), a multiracial and non-
denominational movement to
restore Civil Rights through
changed lives. 

On March 25, ceremonies
marking the 50 anniversary of
the Selma March to Alabama’s
state capital, Bishop Harry
Jackson, a founder of the TRC
movement—standing with
Prison Fellowship President Jim
Liske, Bishop Kyle Searcy of
Montgomery’s Fresh Anointing
Church, and Bishop J. Alan Neal
of the International
Communication of Evangelical
Churches—prayed for Mrs.
Kennedy.
At age 13,  in June 1963, Peggy
Wallace watched on TV as her
father barred the University of
Alabama doors to black stu-
dents. The spirit of Governor
Wallace’s later reconciliation
with the same black students
echoed in TRC’s three
Montgomery events on March
25. In the morning two panels of
experts broached the bookends
of prison reduction—youth
empowerment and criminal jus-
tice reform. That night Bishop
Kyle Searcy’s Fresh Anointing
church overflowed with a city-
wide service.
“Then and now, the soul of Civil
Rights is the Church because the
law can only change the rules,”
Bishop Jackson said. “Changed
lives happens through unity,
action and prayer—concentrated
in seven ‘bridges to peace’ to
influence programs and people
across the U.S. through a wide
network of best practices.”
Seven-Point National Program
In its first national meeting in

January 2015, The Reconciled
Church set Seven Bridges to
Peace: prayer, civic engagement,
youth empowerment, communi-
ty outreach and service, mar-
riage and family, criminal jus-
tice, and economic develop-
ment.
“Our jails and prisons hold 2.3

million adults and we spend
some $80.5 billion a year to
keep them there,” Jackson said.
“The U.S. is 5 percent of the
world population and has 25
percent of its prisoners. It’s time
to turn the car around.”
“For 40 years we’ve asked how

ticipation sign-up," says
Braswell.
If you would like to join this

national movement, visit
www.saveourdaughtersnight.co
m for further information and to
be listed as a partnering organi-
zation.
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to get bad people from our
neighborhood. It’s time to ask,
‘How do we bring good people
home?’” said panelist Liske,
whose organization, Prison
Fellowship, restores families
through faith-based reentry pro-
grams.

Montgomery’s 15th Circuit
Court Judge Johnny Hardwick
drove home the problem. “Once
you get out of prison you’re
never free from prison,” he said
of released prisoners’ long-term
restrictions. Hardwick advocates
a federation of prison ministries
to accelerate the path from
prison to fruitful life, asking,
“Why suffer a civil death for a
mistake you made when you
were 19?”
Montgomery’s Searcy, mean-
while, is driving funds for a new
state-of-the-art Youth City, a
comprehensive and model cen-
ter to prepare all kids for all of
life and “keep them out of the
system.”
Civil Rights History Still Being

Written
The Reconciled Church is a

multiracial, non-denominational
movement of congregations
united to restore communities
and the people in them. Bishop
Harry Jackson, with Bishop T.D.
Jakes and evangelist James
Robison, assembled the first
meeting of movement leaders--
including Bernice King and
Andrew Young--in Dallas this
January. Leaders representing
more than 40 million Christians
signed a reconciliation
covenant, and committed to
immediate action to heal the
racial divide in the U.S.
“In the wake of the Ferguson
and New York City deaths, a
solution to national racial ten-
sion must transcend government
action alone. We must rekindle
King’s Dream of fairness and
justice for all--black, white and
brown; rich and poor; educated
and uneducated,” Jackson said.
The first Reconciled Church
meeting at T.D.Jakes’ Potter’s
House church in Dallas included
private prayer and information-
sharing with Christian leaders
and a panel discussion on best
practices for racial reconcilia-
tion. 

The next meeting, in Orlando,
on April 29, 2015 unveils a
national strategy to mobilize the
church to change both hearts and
heads about laws, church collab-
oration, and how the average
Christian can make a difference.
TheReconciledChurch.org

The Desegregated Prayer;
Gov. George Wallace’s
daughter prays with leaders 
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