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Harriet Tubman conducts her way to the $20 Bill
from page 9

“Though the name
Underground Railroad
first appeared in the early
1830s (with the advent of
the new transportation
system by rail), the secret
networks to freedom had
been in operation long
before then,” writes Dr.
Larson. “Slaves had been
running away from their
masters since Africans
were forcibly brought to
the colonies in the early
1600’s. 
By the end of the eigh-

teenth century, however, a
more organized system
had started to take shape,
one that provided some
measure of support to run-
aways finding their way to
freedom...” 

Chief DD, the Philosopher of
Hip Hop. Travel on the Chief
DD lane on the Music lane on
the Black Information
Highway or purchase his
music at http://www.reverbna-
tion.com/chiefdd

Hear Chief DD’s
“Underground

Railroad” on the
Black Information
Highway at www.
blackinformation

highway.com

Welcome, Travelers!

Dr. Albert Hall chosen to participate
in Maxine Smith Fellows Program

ence and development. It is
intended to provide an introduc-
tion to administrative roles in
system or upper-level adminis-
trative policy-making positions. 
Each Fellow is assigned an
administrative mentor at the
TBR central office, the
Tennessee Higher Education
Commission or one of the TBR
schools. The Fellow works with
a mentor to develop a fellowship
work plan. 

Hall also serves as director of
the West Tennessee STEM Hub
and principal investigator of the
National Science Foundation
(NSF) Innovative Technology
Experiences for Students and
Teachers (ITEST) project. 

He is a recent recipient of the
NSF CAREER Award to
research the implementation of
middle school STEM programs

of study.
“It is a great honor to represent

the University of Memphis in
this distinguished program and
to be a part of the legacy of the
great Maxine Smith,” said Hall.
“I am truly excited about the
opportunities this fellowship
provides in helping me develop
a greater understanding of high-
er education administration.”

MEMPHIS, TN - Dr. Albert L.
Hall II, assistant professor of
science education at the
University of Memphis, has
been selected to participate in
the 2016 Tennessee Board of
Regents Maxine Smith Fellows
Program. TBR is the governing
body for 46 universities, com-
munity colleges and technology
centers throughout the state. 
The Maxine Smith Fellows pro-
gram provides diverse employ-

ees of TBR schools the opportu-
nity to participate in a working
and learning environment that
will enhance their career experi-Dr. Albert L. Hall II

“It is a great honor to rep-
resent the University of
Memphis in this distin-
guished program and to be
a part of the legacy of the
great Maxine Smith,” said
Hall. 

the beginning of a strategic,
political, and even military con-
sciousness that eventually pre-
pared her for a role on the battle-
fields. Her leadership skills,
honed on the escape missions
she successfully conducted from
the Eastern Shore, and the sup-
port systems and close commu-
nity relationships she forged in
the northern United States and
Canada earned her the title of
‘Moses of her people’,” writes
Dr. Kate Clifford Larson in the
chapter entitled  “It Was Raining
Blood”. 
Tubman’s remarkable life, more
powerful and extraordinary in its
reality, is the stuff of legend and
ultimately, of a true American
hero,” says Dr. Larson in her
introduction.
Dr. Larson states that “In the

years following Tubman’s death
in 1913, the black community
maintained Tubman’s memory,
mostly in segregated class-
rooms. With her story shortened

and simplified, she entered the
pantheon of black achievers,
where her narrative became part
of a usable past for African
Americans.”

Because Harriet Tubman was
unable to read and write for her-
self; thus, “her narrative has
come down to us as a series of
mediated images created and
exploited by others.”

Dr. Larson expounds:
“Nevertheless, in the absence of
a written personal record we are
left with accounts of her life that
reflect a variety of contrived and
incomplete portraits. The signif-
icance of a new biography of
Tubman lies not only in its detail
but also in the way it illuminates
the patterns of neglect and com-
placency expressed in the racial
stereotypes that have mini-
mized, if not erased, her many
contributions. Based on new
information and fresh sources
from hidden and long-forgotten
private and public records, a

more accurate life story of the
real Harriet Tubman is finally
possible.”
The author also worked with the
National Park Service to create a
park “dedicated to Tubman
along the trail of the
Underground Railroad and with
the Underground Railroad
Freedom Center on a large scale
digitization project related to the
historical documentation of
Harriet Tubman’s life. For more
information, visit www.harriet-
tubmanbiography.com

Dr. Kate Clifford Larson
received her PhD in American
History from the University of
New Hampshire and an M.B.A.
from Northeastern.  The book is
published by One
World/Ballantine Books. 

The woman known as ‘Moses’
brought over 300 slaves out of
bondage to the Promised
Land—Freedom. She was
among the most astute, clever of
Underground Railroad

Conductors.
It was around 1844 that Ms.

Tubman married John Tubman,
a free black man; however,
Harriet Tubman remained a
slave. In 1849 when the slave-
owner died, there were reports
that she was going to be sold.
Harriet Tubman wasted no time
in escaping even though her hus-
band did not to go along.  By the
time 1850 rolled along, Harriet
Tubman had already gotten pas-
sage to freedom for a sister and
brother on the Underground
Railroad; thus began her legend.
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