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Op/Ed

Selma and LBJ Spinners... from front page

ashamed for doing so. West said
that integrity is simply facing
your oppression with the dignity
of someone whose is not for sale
and is not a government ‘snitch.’
Cornel West has a passion to
communicate to a vast variety of
publics in order to keep alive the
legacy of Martin Luther King.
West embraces King’s legacy of
telling the truth and bearing wit-
ness to love and justice as few
others have. Those who stand
with Dr. West speak for poor,
black and brown people. They
are on the right side of history.
They are telling the world that
racial tyranny will not prevail. 
Others have joined Cornel
West’s struggle for social jus-
tice.

Kamala Harris California
State Attorney General

When Kamala Harris took
office, California homeowners
were reeling from the effects of
the subprime mortgage crisis.
Harris represented California in
the National Mortgage
Settlement against five banks:
Ally, Wells Fargo, Bank of
America, CitiBank and Chase.
To the surprise of other state rep-
resentatives as well as the bank
representatives themselves,
Harris walked out the talks when
she found the banks dictating
their terms of the settlement.
California’s attorney general
remained aloof from allies and
angered attorney generals in

other states. Liberal groups were
urging Harris to wring more
concessions from the banks. As
a close ally of Barack Obama,
administration officials tried to
pressure Harris to return to the
negotiating table and accept the
banks’ offer. 
Kamala Harris only rejoined

the talks when the banks accept-
ed $12 billion in debt reduction
for the state's homeowners and a
$26 billion repayment plan,
overall. In addition, Harris
forced the banks to fund state
housing counseling services,
legal help for struggling home-
owners and debt forgiveness for
23,000 homeowners. Under
Kamala Harris, California
received by far the largest share
of the $26 billion benefit pack-
age funded by the banks. 
Maxine Waters Congressman,
Los Angeles

On March 16, 1998,
Congresswoman Maxine
Waters testified before the
House Intelligence Commitee
on CIA involvement in drug
trafficking. The committee
chairman, Porter Goss stoutly
resisted the full investigation of
the CIA-crack connection that
Waters pressed him for. In retal-
iation, Goss brought charges
against Maxine Waters for viola-
tions of House ethics rules stem-
ming from her advocacy for
Black banks. 

Maxine Waters has advocated
black issues for the 38 years that

she has served in Congress.
During her tenure,
Congresswoman Waters has
waged an unrelenting war on
drugs with the U.S. government.
Concerned with those who prof-
ited from the trade, such as
Ronald Reagan and his criminal
justice, law and order cronies
who used their drug profits to
overthrow governments, build
campaign war chests and line
their own pockets. Reagan,
Bush, North and Clinton flooded
urban America with the govern-
ment’s the special brand of
crack-cocaine that was devel-
oped in South Central Los
Angeles, the heart of Maxine’s
district.
“Former President George Bush,
while serving as vice president
in the Ronald Reagan adminis-
tration in 1981-89, presided over
a Nicaraguan Contra cabal that

 

was responsible for flooding the
streets of Los Angeles’ South
Central district with crack
cocaine and fueling a murderous
cycle of gang violence,” Jeffrey
Steinberg wrote in the Sept. 13,
1996 issue of Executive
Intelligence Review drawing his
information from a series of arti-
cles by Gary Webb published in
the San Jose Mercury News.
Maxine Waters was so con-
cerned about the government’s
drug business that she invited
Gary Webb to Washington to
testify. “Mercury reporter Gary
Webb provided a detailed
account of how the Nicaraguan
Democratic Forces (FDN, the
Contras) financed their 1980s
war against the Sandinista
regime in Managua, through a
cocaine pipeline that went from
Colombia, to the San Francisco
Bay Area, to the streets of Los
Angeles, placing crack cocaine
and guns into the hands of the
Crips and the Bloods,” the
Steinberg article declares. For
his report, Gary Webb was fired
from the San Jose Mercury
newspaper.

Cynthia McKinney. Former
Congressman Atlanta

Six term Congressman Cynthia
McKinney represented Atlanta’s
Sixth Congressional District but
was defeated in 2002.

McKinney's loss was a rejec-
tion by voters in both parties of

her controversial profile, which
included support for Arab causes
and a suggestion that Bush knew
in advance of the Sept. 11
attacks. An inflammatory
remark by her father State Rep.
Billy McKinney on an Atlanta
TV broadcast may have been the
final blow to her campaign.
After her 2002 loss, McKinney
traveled and gave speeches. She
served as a Commissioner on
The Citizens’ Commission on 9-
11. On October 26, 2004,
McKinney was among those
who signed the 9-11 Truth
Movement statement. This state-
ment called for investigations
into those aspects of the 9/11
events, including how ordinary
jet gasoline could burn through
steel and concrete. 
McKinney was re-elected to the

House in November 2004. Back
in Congress, she advocated
unsealing records pertaining to
the CIA's role in the assassina-
tion of Martin Luther King, and
the murder of Tupac Shakur. A
continual critic of the Bush
Administration, Cynthia
McKinney supported anti-war
legislation and introduced arti-
cles of impeachment against
President Bush, Vice President
Dick Cheney and Secretary of
State Condoleezza Rice. 
On March 29, 2006, the Capitol
Police prevented Cynthia
McKinney from entering
Congress. The incident drew
national attention. None of the

One must remember Marshall
McLuhan saying that “the medi-
um is the message,” and when
the mainstream media decided
to give its medium to LBJ  anti-
Selma agitators without present-
ing adequately the other side’s
viewpoint(s), it further
begrudged the movie of its due
respect. Interesting how no
‘white liberal’ came out openly
to defend the movie (and if one
did, you have my apology). 

“Selma” the march is history;
“Selma,” the movie is history.
And politics as back then
abounds as it does now when it
comes to American Black
History. If this message of how
Blacks themselves not only
thought of Selma, but created it,
marched in it, led it, and took the
brunt of it fails to get out, it
allows LBJ spinners to get away
with killing the messenger (the
movie) and the message (histo-
ry) while controlling the (main-
stream) medium, and to further
belittle King as no more than
LBJ’s puppet and African
Americans as insignificant in
securing their march towards
freedom.
I recently received an advance

copy of “Eye on the Struggle,”
the biography of Ms. Ethel
Payne, which I shall be review-
ing at a later date. The biogra-
phy, written by James McGrath
Morris, clarifies even further my
assertion and the movie’s por-
trayal of Johnson’s role in the
passage of the 1965 Voting
Rights bill. Johnson’s role in
Morris’ book is in black and
white (pun intended) but blends
into ‘gray’ into a body of chap-
ters detailing Ethel Payne’s jour-
nalistic coverage of Johnson
from the 1950’s to his White
House years. Payne, known as
the First Lady of the Black
Press, was the only Black jour-
nalist Johnson gave a souvenir
pen to after signing the 1965
Voting Rights Bill. 

“Eye on the Struggle”
(HarperCollins Publishers) will
hit the bookstands and e-book
stands on February 17, and it
should be read by every white
journalist working in main-
stream press—if they’re brave
enough to do so (which probably
they’re not because their self-
righteousness ‘objectivity’
might not be able to take
it…moving on).
When there are movies which

This  photo now on display at the Newseum exhibit  of “1965: Civil Rights at 50”
depicts the historical confrontation during the Selma March. See related story on
page 5. (Photo courtesy of Newseum)

portray Blacks as being in
charge and taking charge of their
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c - p o l i t i c a l
predicament, it produces white
fear. This is a harsh assessment,
and I make no attempt to politi-
cally correct it. “Selma” pro-
duced white fear albeit unneces-
sary fear. That ‘fear’ protruded
its fangs from these LBJ spin-
ners. Because sometimes, you
see, a movie is more than a
movie. It is a political statement.
It is a socio-economic statement.
It is vomit. And vomiting is not
a pleasant thing. Yet, it is some-
times induced. Selma induced
vomit. It made a political state-
ment just as “To Kill A
Mockingbird”; but unlike, “To
Kill A Mockingbird,” it did NOT
present African Americans as
victims. Its message was to cre-
ate white guilt through symboli-
cally representing Black people
as ‘mockingbirds’— creatures
so small and helpless that it is a
sin to kill them. And throughout
cinematic history and American
history, Blacks have been
viewed as hapless victims or
happy victims; nevertheless,
victims; thus, creating a medium
for “To Kill A Mockingbird” to
be praised and for “Selma” to be
slammed.
As stated earlier, Selma induced
vomit. For it to have done that
made it a strong, smelly movie

to stomach for those who want
to rewrite history by ‘not’ put-
ting President Johnson in his
historical perspective which is
that Johnson wanted no more to
deal with Black civil rights than
Kennedy did or Eisenhower or
Nixon. (Again, I underscore the
Ethel Payne biography as further
testimony to these men’s dilem-
ma and the politics of Southern
appeasement).
Some LBJ spinners have held

up the secret FBI tape of a con-
versation King and LBJ had in
which LBJ is telling King that if
he (King) could stir up enough
discontent that could drum up
enough outrage then it might be
easier for him (Johnson) to get a
Voters Rights bill passed. The
movie also depicted Johnson
offering King a position in his
administration. Both of these
gestures were not so much about
Johnson suggesting a Selma
march as about Johnson trying
to stop the march or at best get
King off the subject of voting
rights in that usual white modus
operandi of telling Blacks to
‘wait’ longer because in
Johnson’s estimation he’d done
enough by signing the 1964
Civil Rights Bill. Remember, it
is now 1965 and King and other
Black leaders are viewed as
Negro radicals and troublemak-
ers’ because they went against

the status quo. King and others
had been thrown in jail for their
civil protests countless times.
(During these times not only
were King and other Black
activists being wiretapped by
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover,
but Black press journalists as
well. This, too, is documented in
“Eye on the Struggle”.) 
Johnson made his ‘stir up’ sug-

gestions with the same ‘logic’
whites have used on Blacks to
slow them down: Now if you do
‘ABC’ then you can have it. And
once the Black American citizen
does ABC and he returns and
then it comes to ‘Now if you can
do DEF,’ then when all the
alphabets are used up, it
becomes now if ‘you can do 1, 2,
3’…’ This has long been a
southern plantation-like political
tactic not only employed in the
South but the North as well.
Why? Because the one suggest-
ing the ABC-1,2,3’ lingo figures
that if he can delay or waylay a
Black from action long enough
then the Black would tire him-
self out and forget the whole
thing. (To those who don’t
understand this maneuver, I real-
ly don’t care… moving on). And
the other tactic is to offer the
Black a nice fat cushiony posi-
tion so the target Black can ‘for-
get’. This is why LBJ offered a
Nobel Peace Prize-winning

King a position in his adminis-
tration. Not from the goodness
or his heart but from the Willie
Lynch maneuvering of taking
out and down the troublemaking
Black who is well—making—
trouble and cannot ‘wait’. 
Civil rights events were forced

on both Kennedy and Johnson
and where they are to be credit-
ed is that they made a moral
decision in spite of that morality
having been forced by politics—
national and international. One
has to remember that African
nations were coming out from
under Euro-colonialism and
these nations were cradles of oil,
diamonds, and other natural
resources.  Neither LBJ nor JFK
was a Quaker. They were not
‘John Browns’. In fact, they
were not white men who would
volunteer to go to the frontline
to endure the pangs and pains of
Freedom Summer, street beat-
ings, and being killed and
maimed alongside their fellow
Black American citizens. Those
were the ‘unknown’ white
American citizens who hit the
street or dug through the
Underground Railroad on moral
grounds and there is no ground
deeper than moral ground. There
is no ground bloodier than moral
ground.  It is the moral ground
where graves are dug to six feet
but where humanity springs up
six thousand feet because it
springs from blood, bravery and
the gall to say hell NO!
Perhaps in the scheme of what I

think of as ‘spiritual’ history, I
view the 1960’s Johnson as rec-
tifying what the 1860’s Johnson
did not do after Lincoln’s assas-
sination. That (Andrew) Johnson
did not live up to the promises of
the 13th , 14th, and 15th
Amendments or Reconstruction
which if had been done right, we
as a nation would not be having
the racial issues we have in the
21st Century. 
And still as history will bear out:
Black Americans themselves
took the lead FIRST in securing
their freedom. Nat Turner did
not ask the white man’s permis-
sion to rebel. Rosa Parks did not
ask the white man’s permission
to sit down in the front of the
bus. Emmett Till’s mother did
not ask the white man’s permis-
sion to open her son’s coffin. Ida
B. Wells did not ask the white
man’s permission to print the
names of those Blacks lynched
throughout the nation—not just

in the South—while a federal
government aided and abetted in
silence. Frederick Douglass did
not ask the white man’s permis-
sion to put forth his philosophy
that Blacks needed to make
‘demands’ if they wanted equal-
ity.  Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
did not ask white permission to
lead the Selma march no more
than he did to lead what was in
fact the ‘second’ March on
Washington. (Again, the first
March on Washington is histori-
cally laid out in Payne’s bio).

Those Blacks who sat
at their kitchen tables or in
church basements or in front
bedrooms did not ask permis-
sion to plan, organize and exe-
cute this march. The FACT that
Blacks did it and the FACT that
this movie portrays their ‘strate-
gizing’ – this ability of Blacks to
‘think’—can be a disturbing
consequence of the movie for
those—such as the LBJ spin-
ners—who would like to ‘think’
that Black Americans cannot
‘think’, plan, and execute and—
yes—rise up from the blood that
spilt that day as it drained into
AMERICAN HISTORY as
America’s white terrorists beat
them mercilessly. These LBJ
agitators do not want to think
that Blacks can sit in a room,
argue over ideals and ideas, and
then come out unified and walk
over a damn bridge their tax
money paid for!

They walked over that damn
bridge to the other side. They
spilt the blood to cross bridge.
They endured the ‘terrorism’ in
America’s culture against its
Black citizens. To call Klan and
Klan-like atrocities anything
other than terrorism is to dignify
hate.

They. Walked. Over. The.
Bridge.  

And to you LBJ spinners who
dare not put his actions in histor-
ical perspective, and to those in
mainstream media who are too
lazy to speak to those Black
Americans who are alive and
who took the brunt of this
march, and to those in the
Academy Awards who seek to
revert to Clorox white by any
excuse necessary, you don’t
have the power to kill this movie
or its message, because you will

Please see page 15

Demoncratic Party caucus nor
Black Congressional Caucus
lent their support. The incident
caused McKinney to lose re-
election. Cynthia McKinney left
the Democratic Party in
September 2007.

Corey Booker US Senator
New Jersey

Had Corey Booker and his Wall
Street cronies had their way, the
poor citizens of Newark, New
Jersey would have loss access to
water like in Detroit 27,000
households have been discon-
nected from water. When he ran
for mayor, Corey Booker prom-
ised Newark’s voters that his
Wall Street friends would invest
in Newark. But as mayor, Corey
Booker was a disappointment.
Booker attempted to privatize
the city’s water supply to do
what they did in Detroit.
Booker’s administration squan-
dered a $100 million gift from
Facebook CEO Mark
Zuckerberg. Booker’s con-
stituents complained that he was
more available for television
appearances than he was for
meetings with Newark’s citi-
zens. Many voted to send
Booker to the Senate because
they wanted him out of
Newark’s mayor’s office.
As a US Senator Cory Booker
has introduced legislation to
strip several professional sports
leagues, including the NFL, of
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A Black Paper: Cornel West keeps MLK legacy alive ... from page 10
“Maxine Waters has advo-

cated black issues for the 38
years that she has served in
Congress. During her tenure,
Congresswoman Waters has
waged an unrelenting war on
drugs with the U.S. govern-
ment. Concerned with those
who profited from the trade,
such as Ronald Reagan and
his criminal justice, law and
order cronies who used their
drug profits to overthrow
governments, build cam-
paign war chests and line
their own pockets...” 


