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Nantucket becomes battleground
for equal education in year 1841

By William Larsha, Sr.,*
Political Columnist

The Mid-South Tribune
and the 

Black Information Highway

The year was 1841. The place
was Nantucket, Massachusetts,
an island town some 60 miles
from Boston. The  issue  was
school  segregation which start-
ed in 1840, or in others words,
denial of African  Americans

free  access  to  public   educa-
tional  opportunities.  
Nantucket,  a  town  of  some

300  Blacks  and   7000  Whites
by  1829,  was  the  center  of
the  world’s  whaling  industry,
and  was  one  of  America’s
wealthiest  communities.  It was
also a stronghold of Quakers, the
Society of Friends.  
However,    Blacks,    who were

not   welcomed   with   open
arms   by the Whites majority,

lived in   a   separate   section   of
Nantucket called Newtown.
Blacks owned   their   own
businesses, shops, boarding
houses,    and   stores.   They
built   a   Meeting   Hall   in
Newtown   which   was    used
as   a   church;    and  a  school
which  taught  from  grade  lev-
els  one  through  nine.
The big  event  in  1841  was  a

town  hall  meeting  called  by
supporters  of the  abolitionist

movement. The meeting was to
show opposition to public
school segregation.  A 17 year
old Black, Eunice Ross, had
been barred from attending
Nantucket’s   public High
School.  
The  meeting  hall, the  historic

Athenaeum  Library, was
packed and attended  by  Blacks,
Whites  and  Native  Americans.
The  featured  speaker  was
leader  of  the  Abolition  of

Slavery  movement,  William
Lloyd  Garrison.   
At    that    meeting,    Garrison
delivered     his    usual  fire
power    anti-slavery    speech;
attacking    church    and   school
segregation,  and   equating
the    intent    of    the     leader-
ship    in   Nantucket    toward
Blacks   with   that   of   the
intent of  slave  masters  in  the
south.
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OWN honors those who
mattered: Living legends

Selma
and LBJ
spinners

On December 6, 2014, OWN: Oprah Winfrey Network presented “Celebrating Selma & The Legends Who Paved The Way”. This event was more
than a television special. It was a historical event and should be placed in the annals of Black and American history to be preserved and viewed by
future generations. (Editor’s note: See additional photos and features in this 20th Annual Black History Month special edition of The Mid-South Tribune
and the Black Information Highway.) Gathering these historical figures at one sitting is  less likely to be replicated. It must be remembered that this
event also ‘celebrated’ “Selma,” the movie and “Selma,” the historical march which forced the passage of the 1965 Voting Rights bill.  This ‘meeting
grounds’ was at the Bacara Resort & Spa in Santa Barbara, California. Among the participants at this unprecedented celebration were: (Seated L-R)
Ambassador Andrew Young, Diane Nash, Juanita Jones Abernathy, Joseph Lowery, Myrlie Evers-Williams, Marian Wright Edelman, and Rev. C.T.
Vivian. (Standing L-R) Congressman John Lewis, Julian Bond, Sidney Poitier, David Oyelowo, Oprah Winfrey, Ava DuVernay, Quincy Jones, Dick
Gregory, and Berry Gordy. (Photo: Courtesy of Harpo Studios, Inc.)

By James McGrath Morris
Special to 

The Mid-South Tribune 
and the 

Black Information Highway

The movie “Selma” has
reawakened interest in the strug-
gle for civil rights among
younger generations of
Americans particularly in the
role of the less well-known foot
soldiers of the movement. One
of the more remarkable figures
of that era that has almost disap-
peared from the pages of history
is journalist Ethel Payne. Her
life is certainly worth remem-
bering today, especially in light
of the news media’s recent role
in reporting on the death of
African Americans at the hands
of the police.

Ms. Ethel Payne
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Celebrating our 20th Anniversary of Black History 

By Arelya J. Mitchell,
Publisher/Editor-in-Chief
The Mid-South Tribune 

and the 
Black Information Highway

In the last century, an elderly
African American gentleman,
who was also an activist, politi-
cal advisor, businessman, and
historian, said to me that if
Black people did not record and
pay attention to their history that
it wouldn’t take long before Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. would
be portrayed in movies as a
white man leading Black people

Editorial
out of Jim Crow bondage. His
prediction came pretty close
with the controversy surround-
ing the movie “Selma” with LBJ
spinners asserting that the Selma
march was President Lyndon
Baines Johnson’s idea. They
have spun their web to the point
of having mainstream media
believe that had it not been for
Johnson the Selma march never
would have taken place.
Because the movie was so heav-
ily criticized by LBJ agitators,
the Academy Awards snatched
up their spin to justify not giving
the film its due respect and rea-
son to go back to a lily white
field of nominees in every major
category, saving one black spot
for “Selma” in the Best Picture
category.

James McGrath
Morris profiles
Ethel Payne in 

new book


