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“The 21st Century Underground Railroad”

Ms. Harriet Tubman conducts her
way to $20 Bill; Book explores life

Point Taken-Marist Poll examines
views on reparations for slavery
in the United States of America

By Arelya J. Mitchell,
Publisher/Editor-in-Chief

The Mid-South Tribune and
the Black Information

Highway

“Slavery in the United States
was a slave-breeding system.
This story of national expansion
premised on the reproduction of
captive humans who were labor,
merchandise, and a collateral,
all at once, is horrific, and it’s
basic to the story of our devel-
opment as a nation.” –The
American Slave Coast: A
History of the Slave-Breeding

Reparations for Slavery in the
United States?

Exclusively from Point
Taken-Marist Poll*

Poll released on May 10, 2016

Although nearly seven in ten
Americans oppose paying repa-
rations to African Americans
who are descendants of slaves
for the harm and racial discrimi-
nation caused by slavery, opin-
ion divides along racial lines
according to an Exclusive Point
Taken-Marist Poll (LINK), com-
missioned by WGBH Boston for
its new late-night, multi-plat-
form PBS debate series Point
Taken. While white Americans
overwhelmingly oppose restitu-
tion, a majority of African

Please see page 2

Differences based on gener-
ation are also present.
Millennials are more likely
than older generations to
favor paying reparations to,
both, the descendants of
slaves and the larger
African-American communi-
ty. However, 49% of millen-
nials oppose providing com-
pensation to the descendants
of slaves, and a majority,
56%, is against paying repa-
rations to African
Americans, in general.

Americans favor redress. Latino
Americans divide.

Nearly six in ten Americans
assert the current wealth of the
United States is not significantly

tied to work done in the past by
slaves, although most consider
the history of slavery and other
forms of racial discrimination to
be at least a minor factor in the
gap in wealth between white and
black Americans. Here too,
opinions differ based on racial
background.
The national survey was con-

ducted by The Marist Poll in
advance of this week’s Point
Taken episode, airing Tuesday,
May 10th at 11pm ET (check
local listings) and streaming on
pbs.org/pointtaken. The series is
hosted by Carlos Watson, Emmy
Award winning journalist and
OZY Media co-founder and
CEO.
68% of residents nationally do

not think the United States

should pay reparations to
descendants of slaves, and a
similar proportion of American
adults, 72%, argue that the
United States should not com-
pensate African Americans, in
general, for the harm caused by
slavery and other forms of racial
discrimination.

White Americans, 81%, are
much more likely than African
Americans, 35%, and Latinos,
47%, to oppose giving monetary
compensation to descendants of
slaves. Similarly, 85% of white
residents, but, only 32% of
African-American adults are
against giving reparations to all
African-American citizens. Of
note, Latinos divide about
whether or not reparations

Please see page 4
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New ‘Roots’ ready for ‘Stream on Demand’
on History Channel at History.com if you
weren’t among the millions who watched
NEW YORK, NY – HISTORY
premiered “Roots” on Memorial
Day 2016. It aired over four con-
secutive nights  The four-night,
eight-hour event series devel-
oped by HISTORY, from A+E
Studios, is a historical portrait of
American slavery recounting the
journey of one family and their
will to survive and ultimately
carry on their legacy despite
hardship. 
To watch on demand, visit the

History Channel at History.com
The stellar cast includes
Academy Award winners Forest
Whitaker (“Fiddler”) and Anna
Paquin (“Nancy Holt”);

If you missed the premiere of
the new “Roots” on the
History Channel, you may
stream it on History.com. Also,
read the book by Alex Haley.

Academy Award nominee and
Emmy Award winner Laurence
Fishburne (“Alex Haley”);
Golden Globe Award winning
and Emmy Award nominated
actor Jonathan Rhys Meyers
(“Tom Lea”); Tony Award win-
ner Anika Noni Rose (“Kizzy”);
Grammy Award winner Tip
“T.I.” Harris (“Cyrus”); Chad L.
Coleman (“Mingo”); Emayatzy
Corinealdi (“Belle”); Matthew
Goode (“Dr. William Waller”);
Derek Luke (“Silla Ba Dibba”);
Mekhi Phifer (“Jerusalem”);
James Purefoy (“John Waller”);
Erica Tazel (“Matilda”) and
introduces Regé-Jean Page

(“Chicken George”) and
Malachi Kirby (“Kunta Kinte”). 

“’Roots’ allowed new audi-
ences to experience this epic
family saga with a new vision
that is both inspiring and
tremendously entertaining,” said
Buccieri. “We are proud that
HISTORY will be able to bring
new life to this powerful story
that remains as important today
as it did when the original
‘Roots’ first premiered.” 
“Nearly 40 years ago I had the
privilege to be a part of an epic
television event that started an
important conversation in
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A Book Review
Industry
The above is an assessment of

what was known as the Peculiar
Society to explain away the
immorality that slaves were
bred like cattle in American
society. Jimmy the Greek, who
lost his job as a sports announc-
er, can probably rest easier now.
Jimmy brought up this fact that
Blacks were bred to be the
equivalent of prized stallions
when he commented on the size
of African American athletes.
On national television, Jimmy

Freedom makers
now and then.

Follow the 
Drinking Gourd 

Author Jon N. Hale examines
‘The Freedom Schools’ from
the students’ perspective.
Book is available from
Columbia University Press.
(See more in this edition.)  

See  in this edition feature
and highlights on the 24th
Annual Memphis
Juneteenth Festival from
June 17-19

The
American

slave-
breeding

industry, a
stigma of

denial

From
The Mid-South Tribune

and the
Black Information Highway

www.
blackinformationhighway.com

MEMPHIS, TN –Written by
Dr. Kate Clifford Larson,
“Bound for the Promised Land:
Harriet Tubman, Portrait of an
American Hero” has been thor-
oughly researched and brings
new and more insight into a
woman who could neither read
nor write. In 2001, this became
the first biography written on
Harriet Tubman in 60 years. At
the time that made it Black
History and American History
for African Americans in the
21st Century.  Its relevancy is
even more poignant in 2016,
seeing that Ms. Harriet Tubman
has officially replaced President
Andrew Jackson, a slave-owner,
on the Twenty Dollar Bill.
“Like the biblical Moses who
led the Jews out of Egypt,
Tubman sprang from an unlikely
background—uneduca ted ,

female, and black—to emerge as
a leader among men. It is this
tale of physical and spiritual
struggle that has resonated with
Americans of many back-
grounds into the twenty-first
century,” states Dr. Larson in her
introduction.
Those familiar with the Harriet
Tubman history know that she
has been called ‘Moses’ for her
role as a ‘conductor’ on the
Underground Railroad, which is
the symbolic name for a series
of passageways, safe houses,
and other safe places that were
used by abolitionists and slaves
such as Harriet Tubman herself
to guide slaves to freedom.  That
‘slavehaven’ was either in the
Northern United States or
Canada.
(In Memphis, Tennessee,
Heritage Tours, an African
American-owned tour agency,
conducts ‘Slavehaven’ tours that
take visitors through parts of the
Underground Railroad in the
Mid-South area. For more infor-
mation on the Slavehaven tours,
call 901-527-3427 or travel on
the Black Information Highway
on the ‘Black History Lane’ on
www.blackinformationhigh-
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Visit the Harriet Tubman
Museum in Macon,
Georgia. Detour to 

www.tubmanmuseum.
com

way.com).
“Ms. Harriet Tubman is also the
symbol and ‘conductor’ on The
Mid-South Tribune and the
Black Information Highway at
wwww.blackinformationhigh-
way.com,” said Arelya J.
Mitchell, publisher/editor-in-
chief of The Mid-South South
Tribune and the Black
Information Highway. “As a kid,
I had always found Harriet
Tubman as someone to be
respected and to be remembered,
so I thought it apropos that she
should be the ‘conductor’ of the
Black Information Highway,
‘the 21st Century Underground
Railroad’. I’m glad to see this
in-depth book on Harriet
Tubman, because when I was
growing up, one didn’t see very
much on Harriet Tubman either
at the library or in your family
library. ‘Bound for the Promised
Land’ is Black History and
every Black family should own
a copy. In fact, every American
regardless of race, color, or
creed should appreciate what

Underground Railroad – a
symbolic name of a network of
persons who aided in establish-
ing passageways, routes, and
hiding places used for those
slaves escaping slave-holding
states. Some other names for the
Underground Railroad are:
Freedom Train, Promised Land,
Heaven, and the Gospel Train.

Agents or Shepherds – persons
who helped slaves find the
Underground Railroad

Conductors – These were the
guides who were in charge of
getting runaway slaves to safety.
Harriet Tubman is an example of
a ‘conductor’. 

Station Masters – people who

Underground
Railroad

Terms

Please see page 2

Reparation
for African

Descendants;
Is the U.S.
there yet?

By Bentley de Bardelaben
Executive for Administration

and Communications

Recently I was in a denomina-
tional business meeting where
someone asked, “What mission
projects can we do together?
Anyone familiar with the United
Nations campaign ‘International
Decade for People of African
Descent?’” I was not, so I asked
for more information, and what I
heard made me excited. But as
we sat together the tension
began to rise in the room as a
proverbial boogeyman was
injected into our conversation.
“REPARATIONS” was its
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Travel on the 
Black Information Highway

www.
blackinformation

highway.com

Welcome, Travelers!

‘Where there is no vision, the people will perish.”

Editor's Note: This speech was
purportedly given by slave
owner, William Lynch, on the
bank of the James River in
1712.

***

By William Lynch
at James River

1712

Gentlemen, I greet you here on
the bank of the James River in
the year of our Lord one thou-
sand seven hundred and twelve.
First, I shall thank you, the gen-
tlemen of the Colony of
Virginia, for bringing me here. I
am here to help you solve some
of your problems with slaves.
Your invitation reached me on
my modest plantation in the
West Indies where I have exper-
imented with some of the newest
and still the oldest methods for
control of slaves. Ancient Rome
would envy us if my program is
implemented. As our boat sailed
south on the James River, named
for our illustrious King, whose
version of the Bible we cherish,
I saw enough to know that your
problem is not unique. While
Rome used cords of wood as
crosses for standing human bod-

The American slave-breeding
industry, a stigma of denial
from front page

Please see page 5

This is a hard book to
read, not because it is
poorly written (Oh, if it
were only so! That would
make it easier to stom-
ach.), but because it delves
so deeply into a wound
that won’t stop gushing the
blood of African
Americans who were mul-
tiplied on slave breeding
farms. Even the
‘Conductor’ of the
Underground Railroad,
Harriet Tubman, was a
product of such a farm.

the Greek had dared to take the
skeleton out of the closet; there-
fore, he had to be punished by
both whites and African
Americans alike, because slave
breeding is as much a taboo
topic as was once intermarriages
between white women and
Black males. 
This is a hard book to read, not

because it is poorly written (Oh,
if it were only so! That would
make it easier to stomach.), but
because it delves so deeply into
a wound that won’t stop gushing
the blood of African Americans
who were multiplied on slave
breeding farms. Even the
‘Conductor’ of the Underground
Railroad, Harriet Tubman, was a
product of such a farm. 
As a side note: It is ‘peculiar’

how this nation has no problem
in recognizing the Jewish
Holocaust, but has gone into
systemic denial when it comes
to slave breeding. 

This sensitive, ground-
breaking book I am referring to
is “The American Slave Coast:
A History of the Slave-Breeding
Industry” (Publisher: Lawrence
Hill Books). Its husband and
wife authors are Ned and
Constance Sublette, Caucasians.
Need I use another pejorative
description which begs the ques-
tion: Why are white Americans
writing about slave breeding?
This is not a rhetorical question.
It demands an explanation,
which the Sublettes provide in
their introduction: “This book

describes an economy in which
people were capital, children
were interest, and women were
routinely violated. We have tried
to avoid gratuitously subjecting
the reader to offensive language
and images, but we are describ-
ing a horrifying reality.” 

Years ago, I was doing research
on the economic state of a pre-
Civil War America. I discovered
in the dusty part of a library a
book entitled “The Business of
Slavery” written some time in
the late 1800’s or very early
1900’s, as I recall. One of my
main objectives was to investi-
gate the fact that the South was
not the only part of the nation
benefitting economically from
slavery, and that the North usu-
ally goes free in the crime of

having aided and abetted in the
proliferation of slavery, espe-
cially by Wall Street and by
many of the blueblood families
of New York.  “The Business of
Slavery” details how New York
was one of the biggest ports of
slavery, how prominent business
men had ownership interests in
large plantations. As a matter of
fact, New York City, led by Wall
Streeters, had debated whether
or not to join the South in break-
ing away from the Union. 
This out of print book along
with this prodigious research
and study from the Sublettes can
no longer make it easier for
America to deny that the busi-
ness of slavery was also founded
upon slave breeding. Even what
most definitely was the main-
stream press at that time, news-
papers, benefited financially
from the business of slavery, and
the Sublettes go in depth on how
newspapers made fortunes from
slavery in a section of theirs
entitled, “Silent Profit.” This
section is worth the read,
because there has been nil writ-
ten on newspapers’ major role in
maintaining the status quo of
“The Slaveocracy,” another sec-
tion of the Sublettes’ book. Yes,
‘the medium was the message’.
They write: “From the begin-
ning of newspapers in America,
the forced-servitude business
was a steady part of their rev-
enue stream. American newspa-
pers and slavery helped grow
each other.” 

I found the Sublettes’ most dis-
turbing statements in two short
sentences: “Slavery was rape,”
and “Cash for negroes.”

“Slavery was rape,” must be
reiterated because this premise
serves as an ignored fact of the
institution which begat Jim
Crow. And because rape is
ignore, the act has failed to cre-
ate any socio-economic dialec-
tics even in a 21st Century
where blinders now go under the
guise of being politically cor-
rect. But what I have always
found repugnantly fascinating is
how whites preached a dogma of
Blacks having an inferiority
complex when they themselves
were interbreeding with the sup-
posedly livestock. These mores
to accept the practice of rape
which produced all shades of
brown would have made their
argument of black inferiority
moot. Their belief in a black
inferiority complex theory
which runs amok systemically
well into the 21st Century serves
no more than a lie and propagan-
da about their own self-worth. I
mean these white masters-
rapists did not interbreed with
the cow or the sheep or the hog.
Surely, if one really believed a
black person is an animal then
why have sex with an animal?
The Sublettes begin their book

with Louis Hughes’ quote of:
“Virginia was the mother of

Willie Lynch delivers the ‘Keys’ to control Negroes

The above is from a newspaper article featured in
“American Slave Coast” by Ned and Constance Sublette.
The book is available in retail stores and online.

ies along its old highways in
great numbers you are here
using the tree and the rope on
occasion.
I caught a whiff of a dead slave

hanging from a tree a couple of
miles back. You are not only los-
ing valuable stock by hangings,
you are having uprisings, slaves
are running away, your crops are
sometimes left in the fields too
long for maximum profit, you
suffer occasional fires, your ani-
mals are killed. Gentlemen, you
know what your problems are; I
do not need to elaborate. I am
not here to enumerate your prob-
lems, I am here to introduce you
to a method of solving them.
In my bag here, I have a fool

proof method for controlling

your Black slaves. I guarantee
everyone of you that if installed
correctly it will control the
slaves for at least 300 years. My
method is simple. Any member
of your family or your overseer
can use it.
I have outlined a number of dif-

ferences among the slaves; and I
take these differences and make
them bigger. I use fear, distrust,
and envy for control purposes.
These methods have worked on
my modest plantation in the
West and it will work throughout
the South. Take this simple little
list of differences, and think
about them. On top of my list is
"Age", the second is "Color" or
shade, there is intelligence, size,
sex, size of plantations, status on
plantation, attitude of owners,
whether the slaves live in the
valley, on a hill, East, West,
North, South, have fine hair or
coarse hair, or is tall or short.
Now that you have a list of dif-
ferences, I shall give you an out-
line of action--but before that I
shall assure you that distrust is
stronger than adulation, respect
or admiration.
The Black slave after receiving

this indoctrination shall carry on
and will become self-refueling
and self-generating for hundreds
of years, maybe thousands.
Don't forget you my pitch the

old Black vs. the young black
male; and the young Black male
against the old Black male. You
must use the dark skin slaves the
light skin slaves. You must use
the female vs. the male, and the
male vs. the female. You must
also have your White servants
and overseers distrust all Blacks,
but it is necessary that your
slaves trust and depend on us.
They must love, respect, and
only trust us.
Gentlemen, these Kits are your

Keys to control. Use them. Have
your wives and children use
them, never miss the opportuni-
ty. If used intensely for one year,
the slaves themselves will
remain perpetually distrustful.

Thank you, gentlemen.

“In my bag here, I have a
fool proof method for con-
trolling your Black slaves.
I guarantee everyone of
you that if installed cor-
rectly it will control the
slaves for at least 300
years. My method is sim-
ple. Any member of your
family or your overseer
can use it.”

Underground Railroad terms 
from front page
hid slaves in their homes or on
their property.

Way stations or stations –
referred to a network of hiding
places used until safety was
reached.

Passengers or Cargo – the
terms used for runaway slaves

Ticket – A symbolic pseudonym
for what slaves would use to get
access to the Underground

Railroad.
Stockholders – these were
financial benefactors or those
who contributed funds to pay for
supplies, hiding places, and
other items needed to aid the
runaway slaves.

Followed the Drinking Gourd
– was code for slaves to follow
the North Star which would aid
them in escaping from slave-
holding territories.

‘The Freedom Schools’ by Jon N.
Hale examines perspective of the
students during Freedom Summer
Created in 1964 as part of the

Mississippi Freedom Summer,
the Mississippi Freedom
Schools were launched by edu-
cators and activists to provide an
alternative education for African
American students that would
facilitate student activism and
participatory democracy. 

The schools, as Jon N. Hale
demonstrates, had a crucial role
in the civil rights movement and
a major impact on the develop-
ment of progressive education

throughout the nation. Designed
and run by African American
and white educators and
activists, the Freedom Schools
counteracted segregationist poli-
cies that inhibited opportunities
for black youth. Providing high-
quality, progressive education
that addressed issues of social
justice, the schools prepared
African American students to
fight for freedom on all fronts.
Forming a political network, the
Freedom Schools taught stu-

dents how, when, and where to
engage politically, shaping
activists who trained others to
challenge inequality.
“The Freedom Schools”, pub-

lished by Columbia University
Press, is now available in retail
bookstores and on online out-
lets.
Dr.  Hale is  Assistant Professor

of Educational History
Department of Teacher
Education College of
Charleston.

This  book cover of “The Freedom Schools” illustrates activism of young students partic-
ipating in the historic Freedom Summer. (Photo/courtesy of Jon N. Hale) 
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Plenty to do at 24th Annual
Juneteenth Festival, featuring
recording artist Tony Terry 
MEMPHIS, TN. (June 5, 2016)

– The stage is set June 17-19 for
a bevy of artists and entertainers
to perform their eclectic musical
styles at the Memphis
Juneteenth Urban Music
Festival on the grounds of the
historic Robert R. Church Park
on “world-famous” Beale Street
during Father’s Day Weekend.
This is the 24th year that
Juneteenth is being celebrated in
Memphis. The long-running fes-
tival is a mainstay and a cultural
delight for celebrants seeking
historic information about
Juneteenth and an opportunity to
revel in the park.
“Memphis has a rich musical

history and a plethora of talented
artists and musicians. That’s
why it is important that we con-
tinue to celebrate the Juneteenth
Urban Music Festival,” said
Telisa Franklin, Juneteenth’s
CEO and president.

A number of activities are
scheduled for the more than
40,000 visitors expected to
attend the festival this year.
There will be plenty of enter-
tainment, food, games, vendors,
a car show, rides and bouncers
for the children. This year’s title
sponsor is Ford Motor
Company, The 2016 Ford
Experience Tour.  
National recording artist Tony

Terry will headline the music
festival. Terry is an R & B singer
whose first single, “She's Fly,”
peaked at number 10 on the
Billboard R&B singles chart.
He’s charted as well with a num-
ber of other releases.

This year a Memphis
Juneteenth Job and Career Fair
will take place at Golden Gate
Cathedral, 3240 James Rd., and
serve as the official kick off
Tuesday, June 14, from 10 a.m.

“Memphis has a rich
musical history and a
plethora of talented artists
and musicians. That’s why
it is important that we con-
tinue to celebrate the
Juneteenth Urban Music
Festival,” said Telisa
Franklin, Juneteenth’s
CEO and president.

to 2 p.m. Job seekers are encour-
aged to bring their resume and
dress for success.
On Thursday, June 16, the youth
will strut their stuff at the
Memphis Juneteenth Youth
Evening of Stars pre-show to the
Juneteenth Urban Music Awards
at the Crowne Plaza East Hotel,
2625 Thousand Oaks Blvd.
Tickets are $10.
The awards show will start at

7:30 p.m. and feature interna-
tional recording artist Melvia
“Chick” Rodgers and live per-
formances by “Big Baby”
Tameka Goodman, JROQSOL,
Cortney Richardson, Delvin
Crutcher, J. Lake, Ashton
London, and Shenéa the
Songstress.

Channel 24 on-air personality
Yvette Whiteside and life coach
Dr. Sid will host the show.

General tickets are $10; pre-
miere, $25. Tickets can be pur-
chased at That’s Love Banquet
Hall, 2988 Old Austin Peay;
Uncle Lou’s Chicken, 3633
Millbranch Rd.; and McClain
Motors, 1505 Elvis Presley
Blvd. Tickets also can be pur-
chased on Juneteenth’s website
a t
www.memphisjuneteenth.com.
On Friday, June 17, artists and

entertainers will sing, dance and
woo the thousands of festivalgo-
ers all-day long at the park.
There will be something special
for men on Saturday, June 18:
The first annual 1,000 Fathers
March. Hosted by Lifeline to
Success and a number of spon-
sors, men are encouraged to par-
ticipate in an effort to stamp out
crime through the power of rela-
tionships. Registration starts at 9
a.m. at FedExForum, 191 Beale
St. The march will start at 10
a.m.
Gospel music is an integral part
of Juneteenth. On Sunday, June
19, the last day of the festival,
“Praise in the Park” will com-
mence at noon. It is an all-day
worship experience that crosses
color lines and embodies “One
God, One Love, One City.”

Churches and faith-based
groups throughout Memphis are
invited to worship in the park
and bring with them a message
of hope, faith, reconciliation,
unity and praise. Innovation
Church, pastored by the Rev.
Marron D. Thomas Sr., will
headline this year’s “Praise in
the Park.”

Innovation Church has two
worship opportunities. The Main
Campus is located at 3925
Overton Crossing and the
Trezevant Campus is located at
3350 Trezevant Ave., both in the
Frayser community. The pastor
founded the church three years
ago.

“Music unites us as a human
race and helps to cast our wor-
ries aside,” said Franklin. “We
have too much in common to
allow the problems we face in
society to drive us apart. Praise
in the Park is the conduit that
pulls us together – blacks,
whites and other ethnicities.”

What is Juneteenth?
When President Abraham

Lincoln declared all slaves were
free on January 1, 1863 through
the Emancipation Proclamation,
it took until June 1865 for the
news to reach the slaves in Texas

because of an ongoing Civil
War. 
This celebration of freedom was
formally declared on June 19,
1865. Juneteenth is a combina-
tion of June and Nineteenth. 

(See full text of Emancipation
Proclamation in this edition).
Just as Black History Month,

Juneteenth is also seen as a
recognition of Black achieve-
ment.
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Digging to the ‘Roots’
Point Taken-Marist Poll
looks at reparations
from front page
should be paid to the descen-
dants of slaves. However, a
majority of Latinos, 54%, do not
support paying reparations to all
African Americans for the harm
caused by slavery.
Differences based on generation
are also present. Millennials are
more likely than older genera-
tions to favor paying reparations
to, both, the descendants of
slaves and the larger African-
American community. However,
49% of millennials oppose pro-
viding compensation to the
descendants of slaves, and a
majority, 56%, is against paying
reparations to African
Americans, in general.
Greater support for reparations

exists when the question spot-
lights private companies who
admitted and apologized for
profiting from American slav-
ery. Still, 58% of Americans say
these companies should not pay
money to descendants of slaves,
and 65% oppose paying repara-
tions to the larger African
American population for the
harm and racism stemming from
slavery.

Again, differences based on
race and generation exist.
African Americans, 75%, are
more likely than whites, 25%,
and Latinos, 54%, to support
reparations to the descendants of
slaves paid by companies who
admit to profiting from slavery.
Millennials, 55% are more like-
ly than older Americans to favor
these private companies paying
reparations.
When it comes to these private

companies giving monetary
compensation to the overall
African-American community,
64% of African Americans and
53% of Latinos, compared with
18% of whites, favor such pay-
ments. While a majority of mil-
lennials, 51%, oppose such
action, they are more likely than
their older counterparts to sup-
port this proposal.

"These results, while not sur-
prising, are indeed striking in the
persistent racial divide in atti-
tudes about reparations. Tonight,
Point Taken delves into this sen-

NEW YORK, NY -  To com-
memorate the upcoming pre-
miere of its epic television event
series “Roots,” HISTORY is
launching a campaign to support
The Freedmen’s Bureau Project,
which helps African American
families reconnect with their
ancestors. The social initiative,
“Reading for Roots,” is a call to

Reboot of ‘Roots’ adds further depth
to neglected side of American History
from front page

America,” said LeVar Burton,
co-executive producer. “I am
incredibly proud to be a part of
this new retelling and start the
dialogue again, at a time when it
is needed more than ever." 
“Roots” is an A+E Studios pro-

duction in association with Marc
Toberoff and The Wolper
Organization, the company that
produced the original “Roots.”
Will Packer, Marc Toberoff,
Mark Wolper, Lawrence
Konner, Mark Rosenthal and
Barry Jossen serve as executive
producers. LeVar Burton and
Korin D. Huggins are co-execu-
tive producers. Questlove is
executive music producer.
“Roots” is directed by Phillip
Noyce, Mario Van Peebles,
Thomas Carter and Bruce
Beresford. Arturo Interian and
Michael Stiller serve as
Executives in Charge of
Production for HISTORY. A+E
Networks handles international
distribution for “Roots.” 

HISTORY, now reaching more
than 96 million homes, is the
leading destination for award-
winning series and specials that
connect viewers with history in
an informative, immersive and
entertaining manner across all
platforms. The network’s all-
original programming slate fea-
tures a roster of signature series
including “Pawn Stars,”
“American Pickers,” “The Curse

of Oak Island,” “Alone” as well
as the hit drama series
“Vikings.” The HISTORY web-
site is located at history.com. 
Follow the network on Twitter

at twitter.com/history and
Facebook at facebook.com/his-
tory.

A+E Studios is the studio unit
of the award-winning global
media company A+E Networks,
LLC. A+E Studios creates, pro-
duces and distributes high quali-
ty scripted programming across
all networks and platforms in the
A+E Networks portfolio, includ-
ing A&E Network, Lifetime,
History, LMN, FYI™, H2 and
A&E IndieFilms. A+E Studios’
slate of programming consists of
scripted series, event series and
movies, including the upcoming
event miniseries Roots for HIS-
TORY, A&E and Lifetime,
UnREAL for Lifetime and Sons
of Liberty and Houdini for HIS-
TORY. 

sitive and provocative subject,"
says Denise DiIanni, series cre-
ator and Senior Executive-in-
Charge.

59% of Americans say the cur-
rent wealth of the United States
is not significantly tied to work
done in the past by slaves. But,
71% of residents think the histo-
ry of slavery and other forms of
racial discrimination is at least a
minor factor in the wealth dis-
parity between white and black
Americans. Included here are
40% of residents who believe
this is a major factor in the
wealth gap.
African Americans, 66%, are

more likely than whites, 21%,
and Latinos, 44%, to say the
wealth of the United States is
significantly tied to work done
by slaves. Generationally, mil-
lennials, 44%, are more likely
than older generations to report
the current wealth of the United
States is significantly tied to
work done by slaves. 46% say
there is not a significant link.

Spanning all demographic
groups, at least a majority thinks
the history of slavery and other
forms of racial discrimination in
the United States is at least a
minor factor in the gap of wealth
between white and black
Americans. However, there are
some notable distinctions. 90%
of African Americans, compared
with 81% of Latinos and 66% of
whites, have this view. In fact,
73% of African Americans con-
sider slavery and discrimination
to be a major factor in that dis-
parity. Millennials, 56%, are
also more likely than other gen-
erations to perceive this to be a
major factor.
Many Americans, 69%, includ-

ing half of African Americans,
think slavery and racial discrim-
ination is part of the history of
the United States, but it is time
to move beyond it. 27% believe
slavery and racial discrimination
is a wrong that still needs to be
made right by the U.S. govern-
ment. Whites, 76%, are more
likely than Latinos, 56%, and
African Americans, 50%, to
think the nation should move

beyond this concern. Of note,
49% of African Americans
report this is a wrong that still
needs to be corrected.
Millennials, 57%, are the least
likely of the generations to
believe it’s time to put the issue
of slavery behind the nation and
are the most likely to report that
it is still a wrong that needs to be
made right by the U.S. govern-
ment, 40%.
This survey of 1,221 adults was
conducted April 27th and April
28th and May 2nd through May
4th, 2016 by The Marist Poll
sponsored and funded in part-
nership with WGBH’s Point
Taken. Adults 18 years of age
and older residing in the con-
tiguous United States were con-
tacted on landline or mobile
numbers and interviewed in
English by telephone using live
interviewers. Results are statisti-
cally significant within ±2.8 per-
centage points. The error margin
increases for cross-tabulations.

About The Marist Poll
Founded in 1978, The Marist
College Institute for Public
Opinion (MIPO) is a survey
research center at Marist
College in Poughkeepsie, New
York. The Marist Poll has con-
ducted independent research on
public priorities, elections, and a
wide variety of social issues.
Through the regular public
release of surveys, MIPO has
built a legacy of independence,
reliability, and accuracy. Its
results are featured in print and
electronic media throughout the
world.

About WGBH Boston
WGBH Boston is America’s
preeminent public broadcaster
and the largest producer of PBS
content for TV and the Web,
including Frontline, Nova,
American Experience,
Masterpiece, Antiques
Roadshow, Arthur, Curious
George and more than a dozen
other primetime, lifestyle, and
children’s series. WGBH also is
a major supplier of program-
ming for public radio, and over-

Viewers wanted to transcribe
documents in ‘Reading for
Roots’ historical project

L-R: Chicken George (REGE-JEAN PAGE), Matilda (ERICA TAZEL), Marcellus (MICHAEL
JAMES SHAW), and Kizzy (ANIKA NONI ROSE) (Photo by Michele Short/ Courtesy of HISTO-
RY)

Malachi Kirby  stars as the legendary and iconic Kunta Kinte. (Photo by Steve Dietl/ cour-
tesy of HISTORY)

action to encourage viewers to
volunteer to transcribe post-
Civil War documents, and is a
partnership with the
Smithsonian’s National Museum
of African American History and
Culture (NMAAHC) and
FamilySearch International. 

Following the Civil War and
the emancipation of nearly 4

million enslaved people, The
Freedmen’s Bureau was estab-
lished to assist newly freed
slaves transition to citizenship,
providing food, housing, educa-
tion, medical care and more.  In
the process, The Freedmen’s
Bureau gathered handwritten,
personal information including

Please see page 5

Please see page 5

“Nearly 40 years ago I
had the privilege to be a
part of an epic television
event that started an
important conversation in
America,” said LeVar
Burton, co-executive pro-
ducer. “I am incredibly
proud to be a part of this
new retelling and start the
dialogue again, at a time
when it is needed more
than ever.” 

History partners with Smithsonian National Museum of African
American History and Culture and FamilySearch International

Email entertainment and music news to MSTentertainment@prodigy.net
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Freedom School Documentary in the Works

From left to right: Alison Kibbe, William Sabourin
O’Reilly and Catherine Murphy take some time out of
their busy schedule while filming the Freedom School doc-
umentary in Sunflower County, Mississippi. For further
research, the three also attended the Veterans of the
Mississippi Civil Rights Movement Conference, held in
Jackson, Mississippi.  Murphy is director of the upcoming
documentary; O’Reilly is cinematographer. Watch for
more as this project comes to fruition. (Photo:
Courtesy/Alison Kibbe).

Slave-breeding industry in America 
from page 2
slavery.”  Hughes was a product
of a white slave owner and as he
says, and a ‘Negress’. The
Sublettes’ study is compacted on
the first page which still impacts
today’s socio-economic dilem-
ma as experienced by Blacks
who have white fathers which
makes them wholly Black
whereas the ‘white’ blood has no
worth (clout) in a society of con-
tinued white advantage.  Albeit
in Hughes’ day: “That meant he
was classified as merchandise at
birth, because children inherited
the free or enslaved status of the
mother, not the father. It had
been that way in Virginia for 170
years already when Hughes was
born.”
The authors further expound on

this ‘classification’: “Partus
sequitur ventrem was the legal
term: the status of the newborn
follows the status of the womb.
Fathers passed inheritance
down, mothers passed slavery
down. It ensured a steady flow
of salable human product from
the wombs of women who had
no legal right to say no.”  If the
Sublettes were to expand this
legality, it, too could be extend-
ed under the system of segrega-
tion. It, too, would have legiti-
mate relevancies in the 21st
Century, as a by-product or
racism.
The Sublettes also look at the

little known practice of Slave
Mortgaging, a term I was not
familiar with and wanted to
know more, but even they found
very little on this. They describe
it as a practice “…which was
essential to the functioning of
the Southern credit system, but
the practice has not been much
discussed by historians, and we
do not have a good overview of
the numbers. No one at the time
seems to have compiled statis-
tics about how much mortgaging
was being done, whether of land
or of slaves…” 

On a very controversial first
page, the authors point out what
I would like to think would be
reason enough for Black stu-
dents to desire an education. The
Sublettes write: “Most enslaved
African Americans lived and
died without writing so much as
their names. The Virginia legal
code of 1849 provided for
‘stripes’— flogging— for those
who tried to acquire literacy
skills. A free person who dared

‘assemble with negroes for the
purpose of instructing them to
read or write’ could receive a jail
sentence of up to six months and
a fine of up to a hundred dol-
lars… An enslaved person who
tried to teach others to read
might have part of a finger
chopped off … with the full
blessing of the law.” 
This punishment of slaves who

learned to read and write is why
education has been a traditional-
ly valued commodity in the
Black community. It was this
value and not wealth which
spawned today’s Black middle
class. Of course, the Sublettes
do not make these assertions. I
do, based on the historical impli-
cations that the Black middle
class was defined by the value of
education, especially when that
education was physically
acquired with a grade school,
high school or college degree.
The definition of Black middle
class was not based on money
simply because collectively
speaking, Blacks had no wealth
anyway and were systemically
stopped from freely participat-
ing in America’s capitalism in a
post-slavery America by the

legalities of Jim Crow, Black
Codes, and the denial of attend-
ing even white schools. This
value of education was the
impetus to Brown vs. the Board
of Education.

“The American Slave Coast:  A
History of the Slave-Breeding
Industry” also goes into contem-
porary issues such as Ferguson
and Charleston Massacre at
Emanuel AME Church.
To me, the Sublettes’ following

statement is one of stale realism

which has defined and continues
to define America’s race prob-
lem: “Today, people are no
longer sold like livestock in the
public market, but the racism
slavery engendered has been
resilient, having become a seem-
ingly systematic disfigurement
of American Society.” 
Every Black family and person

should invest in this book, lest
they forget. Every white family
and person should invest in it to
escape from historical igno-
rance. And bliss.
As stated earlier, the Sublettes’

work is groundbreaking and is
among those few works in this
area. They do give credit to
“Slave Trading in the Old
South,” the work of Frederic
Bancroft, a German anthropolo-
gist who was born in 1860 dur-
ing the Civil War and died in
1945, the onset of World War II
when Jim Crow was still going
strong. Ironically, Bancroft lived
when Blacks were freed, when
the 13th, 14th, and 15th
Amendments were enacted, and
when Blacks were re-enslaved
under Jim Crow with a wrongly
gone Reconstruction period.
The Sublettes write of Bancroft:
“ …[H]e spoke in 1902 with for-
merly enslaved people, former
slave traders, and other firsthand
witnesses to the slave trade, and
demonstrated that the commer-
cial exploitation of human
reproduction was indeed central
to the antebellum system of
slavery. ‘Slave Trading in the
Old South’ has been largely vin-
dicated and appears as more
important with every passing
decade.” 
And it would seem that the
Sublettes’ work will become just
as important with every future
passing decade.

***
*The above is on the Books,

Black Paper, and Black History
lanes on The Mid-South Tribune
and the Black Information
Highway at www.blackinforma-
tionhighway.com . It is also in
the 21st Annual Black History
special edition of The Mid-South
Tribune. Welcome, Travelers!

This book review by Arelya J. Mitchell is available in PDF
on The Mid-South Tribune and Black Information Highway

at www.blackinformationhighway.com
Welcome, Travelers!

For more ways to economic freedom, detour to
financialjuneteenth.com

‘Reading Roots’ project
from page  4
marriage and family informa-
tion, military service, banking,
school, hospital and property
records.  For the first time in US
history, the names of these indi-
viduals were recorded and pre-
served.  
Today, The Freedmen’s Bureau

Project, launched by
FamilySearch International, and
its volunteers are transcribing
this handwritten information
from digitized records that docu-
ment the lives of formerly
enslaved individuals to redis-
cover their powerful stories.
These records will be used to
create a searchable digital
archive that will be housed at the
NMAAHC, opening on
September 24, 2016, and that
will be accessible at
FamilySearch.org. 
Viewers interested in volunteer-
ing to transcribe documents
through “Reading for Roots”
can go to
http://history.com/readingfor-
roots to begin.  The “Reading for
Roots” website was built and
designed by agency 360i.
“We are very pleased to partner

with the Smithsonian’s National
Museum of African American
History and Culture and
FamilySearch International to
support the digitization of The
Freedmen’s Bureau records,”
said Elizabeth Luciano, Vice
President, Marketing and Brand
Strategy for HISTORY.  “At its
heart, ‘Roots’ is a powerful story
about the importance of heritage
and identity, and we believe
there is no better way to honor
the spirit of this story than to
help African-American families
connect with their own family
heritage by supporting The
Freedmen’s Bureau Project.”

“The National Museum of
African American History and
Culture embraces the opportuni-
ty to partner with HISTORY and
FamilySearch International as
we explore American history
through the lens of an African
American family as depicted in
“Roots,” said Hollis Gentry,
Genealogy Specialist at the
National Museum of African
American History & Culture.
“We invite and encourage view-
ers to help us transcribe records
of the Freedmen’s Bureau and
make them freely available to an
audience of global researchers.
These records contain intriguing
details that may assist
researchers, like members of the
Haley family, with confirming

parts of existing oral traditions
or in creating powerful new sto-
ries about their ancestry.”
"By teaming up with HISTORY
to transcribe Freedman’s Bureau
records, we are identifying the
names of former ‘nameless’
slaves. When we re-discover
their identities and their her-
itage, the forgotten become
remembered.  These valuable
records will be searchable on
FamilySearch.org and preserved
for generations at the
Smithsonian’s National Museum
of African American History and
Culture,” said Stephen T.
Rockwood, CEO of
FamilySearch International.
“Roots” premiered on HISTO-

RY on Memorial Day, airing
over four consecutive nights.
The eight-hour event series is a
historical portrait of American
slavery recounting the journey
of one family and their will to
survive and ultimately carry on
their legacy despite hardship.

The stellar cast includes
Academy Award® winners
Forest Whitaker (“Fiddler”) and
Anna Paquin (“Nancy Holt”);
Academy Award® nominee and
Emmy Award® winner
Laurence Fishburne (“Alex
Haley”); Golden Globe Award®
winning and Emmy Award®
nominated actor Jonathan Rhys
Meyers (“Tom Lea”); Tony
Award® winner Anika Noni
Rose (“Kizzy”); Grammy
Award® winner Tip “T.I.”
Harris (“Cyrus”); Chad L.
Coleman (“Mingo”); Emayatzy
Corinealdi (“Belle”); Matthew
Goode (“Dr. William Waller”);
Derek Luke (“Silla Ba Dibba”);
Mekhi Phifer (“Jerusalem”);
James Purefoy (“John Waller”);
Erica Tazel (“Matilda”) and
introduces Regé-Jean Page
(“Chicken George”) and
Malachi Kirby (“Kunta Kinte”).
“Roots” is an A+E Studios pro-

duction in association with Marc
Toberoff and The Wolper
Organization, the company that
produced the original “Roots.”
Will Packer, Marc Toberoff,
Mark Wolper, Lawrence
Konner, Mark Rosenthal and
Barry Jossen serve as executive
producers. LeVar Burton and
Korin D. Huggins are co-execu-
tive producers. Questlove is
executive music producer.
“Roots” is directed by Phillip
Noyce, Mario Van Peebles,
Thomas Carter and Bruce
Beresford. 

Learn more at
FamilySearch.org.

Reparation Poll
page 4

sees Public Radio International
(PRI). As a leader in educational
multimedia for the classroom,
WGBH supplies content to PBS
LearningMedia, a national
broadband service for teachers
and students. WGBH also is a
pioneer in technologies and
services that make media acces-
sible to those with hearing or
visual impairments. WGBH has
been recognized with hundreds
of honors. More info at
http://wgbh.org.

Reading is an 
exercise in thinking!

Authors Ned and Constance Sublette provide comprehen-
sive study of the much neglected study of the slave-breed-
ing industry in America. (Photo/courtesy of Sublettes)

Travel on the Book lane on The Mid-South Tribune and the Black Information Highway at 
www.blackinformationhighway.com

Welcome, Travelers!

Do you know this
in Black History?
In 1965, National Baseball
Congress names Satchel Paige
All-time Outstanding Player.

NASA selects Robert
Lawrence as an astronaut for
the space program. 
In 1985, Eddie Robinson of
Grambling State University
becomes the most successful
football coach in history 

Dorrie Miller, a U.S. Navy
messman, shoots down Japanese
planes at Pearl Harbor  in 1941.

The New York Rens, an African
American team, defeats the

Boston Celtics to win the World
Basketball championship in
1932. 
Oklahoma passes a law to seg-

regate telephone booths in 1915.
In 1925, A. Philip Randolph

founds the Brotherhood of
Sleeping Car Porters Union
Harriet Tubman, a ‘conductor’
on the Underground Railroad,
dies in 1913.
“The Railroad Porter”
becomes the first Black film
directed by a Black director in
1912.
Alpha Phi Alpha becomes the

first Black fraternity founded in
1906 at Cornell University.

Email news and photos
to

MSTnews@prodigy.net
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LAGOS, Nigeria,
/PRNewswire/ -- EbonyLife TV
is thrilled to announce the
launch of their brand new fea-
ture show, Hello Africa.
Hello Africa is the latest addi-

tion to EbonyLife TV's selection
of black entertainment and
lifestyle programming. It will
offer interviews with inspira-
tional, successful African
celebrities. Hello Africa is pro-
duced and hosted by Eunice
Omole, who is herself an
African in the diaspora and
alumna of the prestigious ivy-
league Columbia University,
School of Journalism. She
recently joined EbonyLife TV as
Chief Strategy Officer, follow-
ing in the footsteps of Mo
Abudu, who hosts Moments
with Mo and is the Chairwoman
and Chief Executive Officer of
EbonyLife TV. During the first
season of Hello Africa, Omole is
slated to interview guests such
as AKON, Marcus Samuelsson,
Ayaan and Idyl Mohallim, Femi
Kuti, Florence 'DJ Cuppy'
Otedola, Ivan Kagame, Kevin
Olusola, Peres Owino, and
more.

With guests ranging from
accomplished actors to musical
standouts, Hello Africa will
offer human interest stories and
discussion topics in areas such
as politics, fashion, business,
news, and more. Each 30-minute
episode of Hello Africa will
highlight inspirational, success-
ful Africans in African commu-
nities around the world.
According to Host Eunice
Omole, "Hello Africa seeks to
tell the quintessential African
story through industrious, enter-
prising and brilliant minds that
are proud of their heritage and
determined to change the mis-
conceptions of Africa and
Africans around the world."
EbonyLife TV is available via
the DStv platform in 49 African
countries, including South
Africa and countries in Southern
Africa. The channel is ranked as
the most-watched channel with-
in its demographic, youth and
women ages 18 to 34. Each year,
EbonyLife TV offers more than
1000 hours of original, quality
Anglo-African entertainment
programming. Eighty percent of
content offered by EbonyLife
TV is exclusive to the channel,
making it the largest self-owned
library in Africa.
Current programming offered by
EbonyLife TV includes home-
grown shows in the areas of
music, lifestyle, drama, film,
talk, comedy, reality, sports, and
more. Current programming
includes The Spot, EL Now, EL
Reports, The Filmhouse,
Married to the Game, Ay's Crib,
Oasis, and more.
EbonyLife TV is pleased to
announce the official launch of
Hello Africa and looks forward
to offering exciting, engaging,
and entertaining straight-talk
interviews with African-rooted
celebrity guests. "Tune into
what's going on with Africans in
the diaspora as we celebrate,
connect, and entertain with the
latest in politics, fashion, busi-
ness, news, celebrities, and
more," Omole said.
Showtimes for Hello Africa are

Saturdays 8:30PM. More infor-
mation could be found
athttp://ebonylifetv.com

EbonyLife TV is Africa's first
global black entertainment and
lifestyle network, offering more
than 1000 hours of premium,
authentic Anglo-African enter-
tainment programming each
year

MALACHI KIRBY
(“KUNTA KINTE”)

Kunta Kinte, “the African,”
member of the highly respected
Kinte clan of the Mandinka peo-
ple of Gambia.  A warrior who is
educated, clever, skilled, strong,
resilient and proud, he is young
man of immense courage and
spiritual fortitude – all traits that
empower him when he is cap-
tured by slavers.  Kunta never
relinquishes his dream of return-
ing to his homeland and never
stops challenging the slaves
born in America to fight for their
freedom.

Actor Bio
Evening Standard Theatre
Award nominee, Malachi Kirby,
stars as the lead role of ‘Kunta
Kinte’ in in “Roots” premiering
on HISTORY on Memorial Day
2016. “Roots” will air over four
consecutive nights at 9 p.m.
beginning Monday, May 30.
“Roots” is an adaptation of Alex
Haley's book of same name,
chronicling the history of an
African slave sold to America
and his descendants spanning
several generations. Kirby can
be seen in nights one and two.
Kirby is set to star in an episode

of Netflix’s keenly anticipated
new season of Charlie Brooker’s
anthology series, “Black
Mirror.” Next year, Kirby can be
seen as ‘Roland,” a fallen angel
who sides with Lucifer in the
romantic fantasy film, Fallen
alongside Addison Timlin,
Jeremy Irvine and Lola Kirke.
His past film credits include My
Brother The Devil; Ron
Scalpello’s Offender, in which
he played the supporting role  of
‘Harry’ opposite Joe Cole;
Dough, a heart-warming come-
dy starring Jonathan Pryce; and
the short films Exhale and

Museum launches fundraiser to purchase Fred
Ajanogha’s classic Harriet Tubman sculpture 
MACON, GA - In conjunction
with the recent U.S. Department
of Treasury announcement that
Harriet Tubman will be the new
face on the $20 bill, the Tubman
Museum has launched a
fundraising campaign to pur-
chase a sculpture of Harriet
Tubman. The goal is to raise the
$9,000 required to purchase the
work by artist Fred Ajanogha for
the museum’s permanent collec-
tion.

Currently on display in the
Tubman’s John S. and James L.
Knight Gallery of African
American Art and History, the
sculpture is an incredible life-
sized execution of the famous
H.B. Lindsley photograph,
“Portrait of Harriet Tubman,”
taken in 1880. Created in 2013,
the piece was originally shown
in the Tubman Museum’s
Collection Gallery in an exhibi-

Currently on display in the
Tubman’s John S. and
James L. Knight Gallery
of African American Art
and History, the sculpture
is an incredible life-sized
execution of the famous
H.B. Lindsley photograph,
“Portrait of Harriet
Tubman,” taken in 1880. 

tion entitled “Afrofuturism
Rising: Black Art Across the
Spectrum,” in partnership with
the National Alliance of Artists
from Historically Black
Colleges & Universities and
Fort Valley State University,
from October to December
2015. Of the three Fred
Ajanogha sculptures on display
at the Tubman Museum in 2015,
this is the work with which most
people wanted to be pho-
tographed.

Atlanta-based sculptor, Fred
Ajanogha, attended the Creative
Art Academy in Nigeria, where
he studied under the direction of
Doran Door. He also spent time
in the studios of many other
well-known contemporary
Nigerian artists, including Ben
Osawe and the late Felix Idubor.
Ajanogha credits these Benin
City artists with inspiring him
and paving the way for him to
pursue sculpture as a career.
Ajanogha’s work is currently on
display at such institutions as
Hartsfield-Jackson International
Airport, Apex Museum, Clark
Atlanta University and Southern
University Museum of Art.
Other works are in the private
collection of former President
Jimmy and Mrs. Rosalynn
Carter and the home of poet
Maya Angelou.

Atlanta-based sculptor,
Fred Ajanogha, attended
the Creative Art Academy
in Nigeria, where he stud-
ied under the direction of
Doran Door. He also spent
time in the studios of many
other well-known contem-
porary Nigerian artists,
including Ben Osawe and
the late Felix Idubor. 

Fred Ajanogha’s Harriet Tubman sculpture. (Photo/ cour-
tesy of Harriet Tubman Museum in Macon, Georgia.)

This fundraising effort will help
the Tubman Museum keep this
important Ajanogha sculpture in
Macon. All donations, which are

tax deductible, can be made at
the Museum Store, at 310
Cherry Street, Macon, GA or
visit www.tubmanmuseum.com

See additional story page 9

EbonyLife
TV presents

‘Hello Africa’

Travel on the
Entertainment lane on
The Mid-South Tribune

and the 
Black Information

Highway
at 

Black Information
Highway.com

Background: Some bios of  the History Channel’s
‘Roots’ characters, actors, and producer ...

See additional features in this Juneteenth edition
Checkpoint. 

Previous Television credits
include, BBC Three’s critically
acclaimed “My Murder;” BBC
One’s “Dr. Who;” ITV’s drama
series, “Jekyll & Hyde;” and in
BBC One’s long running and
popular series, “Silent Witness.”
Kirby is known for his theater,

where he was nominated for
‘Outstanding Newcomer’ at the
Evening Standard Theatre
Awards in 2011 for his role in
“Mogadishu” at the Lyric
Theatre. His further theatre cred-
its include the role of ‘Thurio’ in
“Two Gentleman of Verona” at
the Royal and Derngate Theatre.
Malachi has also worked with
the Royal Shakespeare
Company in “Dunsinane” at the
Hampstead Theatre and has had
starring roles in plays at the
Young Vic, Royal Court, Oval
House Theatre, Theatre 503 and
Statford Circus.

ANIKA NONI ROSE  
(“KIZZY”)

The cherished and smart only
child of Kunta Kinte and Belle
who maintains her family pride
and warrior spirit.  She is trained
to be a warrior by her father,
remembering every story about
Africa that her father ever told
her. She is taught to read by her
slave master’s daughter, Missy.
After being raped by her slave
master, Tom Lea, she gives birth
to her only son, George, the only
grandchild of Kunta Kinte.  She
perpetuates the dreams and
teachings of her father in the
rearing of her son. 

Actor Bio
Tony Award winner Anika

Noni Rose stars as ‘Kizzy” in
“Roots” premiering on HISTO-
RY on Memorial Day 2016.

“Roots” will air over four con-
secutive nights at 9 p.m. begin-
ning Monday, May 30.  Anika
can be seen in night three. She
will also have a guest arc in the
Starz hit series “Power” as
LaVerne Thomas airing this
summer. Anika has previously
starred alongside Denzel
Washington in the Broadway
revival of A Raisin in the Sun.
Her outstanding performance
not only earned her numerous
rave reviews, but also a Tony
Award and Outer Critics Circle
nominations. On the big screen,
Anika starred as ‘Lorell
Robinson’ in Dreamgirls which
went on to receive an AFI
ensemble award, as well as SAG
award nomination for outstand-
ing cast.  In addition, the
Dreamgirls soundtrack received
a Grammy Award nomination.
Anika voiced ‘Princess Tiana’ in
Disney’s The Princess and The
Frog, featuring the first African
American Disney ‘Princess.’
The film received three Oscar
nominations and Rose became
the youngest inductee to ever be
honored as a Disney Legend.

Anika starred as Whoopi
Goldberg’s daughter in the
Lifetime movie, A Day Late and
a Dollar Short as well as the fea-
ture film Half of a Yellow Sun,
which premiered in theaters last
May. Anika’s many film credits
include: Imperial Dreams, For
Colored Girls and the comedy
feature Just Add Water,
Additional film credits include,
As Cool As I am and the animat-
ed feature Khumba, where she
voiced the character Lungisa.
No stranger to television, Anika

starred in the Hallmark special
“The Watsons Go to
Birmingham” and appeared on
some of the networks highest

rated shows including her re-
occurring roles on CBS’s “The
Good Wife” and ABC’s “Private
Practice.” In addition she guest
starred on CBS’s “Elementary”
and FOX’s “The Simpsons”
(voice of Abie’s long lost wife).
Other TV credits include:  the
A&E mini-series “Stephen
King’s Bag of Bones” opposite
Pierce Brosnan, “The No. 1
Ladies Detective Agency” for
HBO/BBC/Weinstein Company,
where she was nominated for an
NAACP Image Award for
"Outstanding Supporting
Actress in a Drama Series."
Anika won the Tony Award for

Best Featured Actress in a
Musical for her role in Caroline,
or Change. She starred in in
Deborah Allen's Broadway
revival of Cat On A Hot Tin
Roof, opposite James Earl Jones
and Phylicia Rashad.  She also
starred in Footloose and the Off-
Broadway production of the
Laura Nyro musical Eli’s
Comin’, the Stephen
Sondheim’s Company for the
NY Philharmonic and PBS.
Other stage work includes Juliet
opposite Orlando Bloom with
Gustavo Dudamel conducting
Tchaikovsky live with the LA
Philharmonic.
In addition to the winning the

Tony Award, Anika has also
received The Theater World
Award, The Clarence Derwent
Award, a Drama Desk nomina-
tion, the Los Angeles Critics’
Circle Award, an Ovation Award
and an Obie Award. She has also
received NAACP Image nomi-
nations for her work on “Law &
Order: Special Victims Unit”
and Hallmark Hall of Fame:
“Mitch Albom’s Have A Little
Faith.”

Anika has sung all over the
world, including at the 79th
Annual Academy Awards, con-
certs in London’s West End with
Jason Robert Brown, the
Vatican, the Kennedy Center and
Carnegie Hall. 

***

LEVAR BURTON – CO-
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER

LeVar Burton launched his act-
ing career while still a student at
the University of Southern
California. Cast in the ground-
breaking role of “Kunta Kinte”
in the landmark television
miniseries “Roots,” at 19 he
found himself on the cover of
Time Magazine. Now Burton
serves as Co-Executive
Producer of “Roots” premiering
on HISTORY on Memorial Day
2016. 

Burton also achieved further
global acclaim as “Chief
Engineer Geordi La Forge” in
the iconic “Star Trek: The Next
Generation” television series
and in feature films. But it has
been his role as host and execu-
tive producer of the beloved
PBS children’s series “Reading
Rainbow” that he is most proud
of. Airing from 1983 to 2009, it
was one of the longest- running
children’s television shows in
history and also one of the most
acclaimed, earning over 200
awards including  26 Emmys
and a Peabody.  Always commit-
ted to improving children’s edu-
cation through innovative uses
of storytelling, in 2012 Burton
launched RRKidz, a children's
educational media company,
with business partner Mark
Wolfe. As their first endeavor,
they licensed the right to
reimagine Reading Rainbow for
new generations.

In 1962, James Meredith inte-
grates the University of
Mississippi (“Ole Miss”)

Gwendolyn Brooks receives
the Pulitzer Prize for her poetry
book, “Annie Allen,” in 1950

In 1979, Arthur Lewis wins the
Nobel Prize for economics.

Do You Know?
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The Mid-South Tribune's Credo  
By Mr. Frederick Douglass, Editor and 

Publisher of the North Star, an African American newspaper (1845)  

"Let me give you a word of the philosophy of reforms. The whole history of the
progress of human   liberty shows that all concessions, yet made to her august
claims, have been born of earnest struggle. The conflict has been exciting, agi-

tating, all-absorbing, and for the time being putting all other tumults to silence.
It must do this or it does nothing.    

“If there is no struggle, there is no progress. Those who profess to favor
freedom, and yet depreciate agitation, are men who want crops without plowing
up the ground. They want the ocean without the awful thunder and lightening.
They want the ocean without the awful roar of its many waters. This struggle
may be a moral one: or it may be a physical one: or it may be both moral and
physical; but it must be a struggle. Power concedes nothing without demand."

An in-depth examination of Michelle
Alexander’s ‘The New Jim Crow’

Reparations for African
Americans in the USA
from front page

By Kim Randolph, MSN,
FNP-B.C.

Where once a diagnosis of can-
cer meant despair and hopeless-
ness for patients stricken with
the disease, thanks to tremen-
dous advances in medicine and
ongoing research around the
world, survival is no longer just
a dream for many, but an expect-
ed outcome.

On June 5, the world honored
those who have fought, and
stand in living tribute to the
growing list of successes in the
battle against cancer. The 29th
annual National Cancer
Survivors Day is also intended
to help recently diagnosed indi-
viduals understand that cancer
can be beaten with help and
inspiration from their doctors,
nurses, caregivers, families and
friends … and with a solid plan
for meeting the challenges head-
on.
According to the Centers for

Disease Control and Prevention,
more than 14 million American
cancer survivors are living
longer after diagnosis thanks in
large part to advances in early
detection and treatment. In fact,
the CDC reports that two out of
every three people with cancer
are expected to live at least five
years after diagnosis and the ear-
lier the detection, the greater the
likelihood for survival well
beyond five years.

Validating the more promising
outlook was a study done by the
American Cancer Society and
the National Cancer Institute in
2012 which revealed that 15 per-
cent of survivors – as of the
study date – had been diagnosed
20 or more years prior.
In a November 2015 report, the

CDC projected the number of
cancer survivors in the U.S. will
swell to about 24 million by
2025. A testament to modern
medicine’s greater understand-
ing of how to combat the disease
and the ever-improving diagnos-
tic and treatment methods being
deployed on a daily basis.
Funding, of course, is critical to

keeping cancer research on an
upward trajectory. Continued
appropriations from government
– and significant private support
– are leading to more and better
treatment options and may push
survivorship numbers beyond
the CDC’s rosy outlook in the
years ahead.

However, we all have within
ourselves an innate ability that
can provide a significant com-
plement to the medications and
therapies we offer as healthcare
providers. A positive attitude
and a strong will to beat cancer
can help support favorable
patient outcomes for long-term
survival. Legendary UCLA hall-
of-fame basketball coach John
Wooden had a famous saying
that applies here: Failing to plan,
is planning to fail. His message
is applicable, not just in sports,
but to life, and certainly it is
apropos for cancer survivors.
It is essential for survivors to
have a plan. Sadly, many do not,
and it is a distressing reality that
a patient without a plan has a
gap in their treatment regimen
that may have negative conse-

name. O-M-G! How could a
conversation, rich with opportu-
nity, and vastly important to and
for millions worldwide get
mired down just by saying a sin-
gle word?

On April 29, 2016, former
Attorney General Eric Holder
conveyed his thoughts about
reparations for the descendants
of slaves during a race and jus-
tice program at Georgetown
University. (Holder's comments
were sparked after a student
asked him about the growing
body of knowledge regarding
the sale of 272 slaves by the
Jesuit administrators in order to
pay off the school's debts in
1838.) Reparations, he said,
"can mean a whole bunch of dif-
ferent things. You can come up
with policies that take into
account what slavery meant
then, what it means now.
Affirmative action can be
thought of as reparations, you
know? And it takes into account
… the negative impacts of nega-
tive racial policies that have
hobbled the progress of African-
Americans in this country."

Holder further added, "A lot of
the attitudes that we associate
with slavery and the post-slav-
ery era are still resonant, you
know, in the United States now.
And if we're not willing to admit
that—and it's not even a ques-
tion of admitting it, you know?
Study it, understand it, realize
it—deal with the facts."

It has been more than 400 years
since the days of the
Transatlantic Slave Trade, and at
least 15 million men, women,
and children were its victims.
Dealing with facts and address-
ing emotions is key to being able
to move this often volatile con-
versation toward reconciliation.
Many descendants in the
Americas and beyond have
been, and still are, impacted by
this atrocious industry, which at

its core dehumanized God’s peo-
ple through sadistic cruelty
unseen in human history, before
or since.

In 2007, the U.N. declared
March 27 the International Day
of Remembrance for the Victims
of Slavery and the Transatlantic
Slave Trade. This day offers us
an opportunity to remember
those who suffered and died at
the hands of the brutal slavery
system and raise awareness
about the dangers of racism and
prejudice, which continue today.
Inviting people to further study
the effects of the Transatlantic
Slave Trade is a goal of the
“International Decade for
People of African Descent,”
which launched in 2015.

In 2001, the United Church of
Christ’s 23rd General Synod
passed a resolution, “A Call for a
study on reparations for slav-
ery.” Justice and Witness
Ministries produced a discussion
guide titled Financial
Reparations: a Just Response to
the Persistent Economic Effects
of Slavery, Segregation,

“On April 29, 2016, for-
mer Attorney General Eric
Holder conveyed his
thoughts about repara-
tions for the descendants
of slaves during a race
and justice program at
Georgetown University.
(Holder's comments were
sparked after a student
asked him about the grow-
ing body of knowledge
regarding the sale of 272
slaves by the Jesuit admin-
istrators in order to pay off
the school's debts in
1838.) Reparations, he
said, "can mean a whole
bunch of different things.”

Please see page 8

Other authors confirm
that elements of the United
States government have
engaged foreign govern-
ments partly for the pur-
pose of depriving Black
people their civil rights as
citizens and their constitu-
tional rights as human
beings.

By Dr. Eugene Stovall

In her book, The New Jim
Crow, Michelle Alexander
describes the “white backlash”
against the black civil rights
movement and the reestablish-
ment of white privilege as a
dominant feature of American
life. The process of the mass
incarceration, according to
Alexander, is the culmination of
fifty-years of white backlash
against black civil rights viewed
by whites as threats to white
privileges. America’s ‘concen-
tration camp’ policy taught by
the Nazi scientists welcomed
into academia by American uni-
versities after their war incarcer-
ates Black people at a rate that
exceeds every other white coun-
try in the world, including South
Africa in the heyday of its
apartheid regime.   

Alexander describes how the
criminal justice system of the
United States ‘morphed’ into a
system of laws, policies, cus-
toms, institutions and criminal
conspiracies. Other authors con-
firm that elements of the United
States government have engaged
foreign governments partly for

the purpose of depriving Black
people their civil rights as citi-
zens and their constitutional
rights as human beings.
The “white backlash” now uses

the social stigma of being a con-
victed offender into a code word
meaning “Black person” which
re- focuses the criminal justice
system on the task of depriving
Black people of their political,
economic and legal rights as
Americans citizens. The only
Blacks exempt from the fury of
the “white backlash” are those
with the good taste, good sense
or the good fortune to be mem-
bers of the Black or perhaps not
so Black ‘talented tenth’.
The ‘new jim crow’ stigmatizes

millions of black people a year
as legally-designated criminals.
This racist policy subjects black
people to arbitrary surveillance,
proscribes racially biased con-
trols and denies them their basic
rights all of which is coordinated
through the mechanism of the
American criminal justice sys-
tem .
The tool that the “white back-

lash” uses to impose Michelle
Alexander’s ‘new jim crow’
is America’s War on Drugs. She
says that “… enormous financial
incentives have been granted to
law enforcement to engage in

mass drug arrests through mili-
tary style tactics.

Once swept into the system,
one’s chances of every truly
being free are slim [since most
accused offenders] pressured by
the threat of lengthy sentences
… plea bargain themselves
[into] prison or jail on probation
or parole …”. America’s War on
Drugs targets Black youth, kids
thirteen, fourteen and fifteen
years old and legally consigns
them to a permanent underclass
within the American society.
Professor Alexander who teach-
es at Ohio State’s Moritz School
of Law recounts many stories of
victims of “white backlash”.
Here is one of them:
“Imagine you are Emma Faye

Stewart, a thirty –year-old, sin-
gle African-American mother of
two who was arrested as part of
a drug sweep in Hearne, Texas.
All but one of the people arrest-
ed were African-American. You
are innocent. After a week in
jail, you have no one to care for
your two small children and are
eager to get home. Your courtap-
pointed attorney urges you to
plead guilty to a drug distribu-
tion charge, saying the prosecu-
tor has offered probation. You
refuse steadfastly proclaiming
your innocence.
Finally, after almost a month in

jail, you decide to plead guilty
so you can return home to your
children. … you are sentenced to
ten years probation and ordered
to pay $1000 in fines as well as
court and probation costs. You
are also now branded a drug
felon. You are no longer eligible
for food stamps, you may be dis-
criminated against in employ-
ment; you cannot vote for at
least twelve years; and you are
about to be evicted from public
housing. Once homeless, your
children will be taken from you
and put into foster care.
A judge eventually dismisses all
cases against defendants who
did not plead guilty … the
sweep was based upon the testi-
mony of a single informant who
lied to the prosecutor. You, how-
ever, are still a drug felon,
homeless and desperate to
regain custody of your children.

The New Jim Crow: Mass
Incarceration in the Age of
Colorblindness makes it possi-
ble to understand why some
Blacks are now impatient with
the mouthings of self-serving
Black political pundits. Their
high minded pronouncements in
the white media only say one
thing: “we can’t allow those

The “white backlash” now
uses the social stigma of
being a convicted offender
into a code word meaning
“Black person” which re-
focuses the criminal jus-
tice system on the task of
depriving Black people of
their political, economic
and legal rights as
Americans citizens.

darkies to take away everything
the white folks have given us.”
They feed us lies about being
political in the “age of color-
blindness”.

Those of us whose children
can’t read, can’t get a job and are
behind bars know very well
that the white folks are not col-
orblind; they see our black faces
very well and they hate
us.

The notion of a colorblind
America, feeds the media’s need
for pictures of pampered
‘Blacks’ doing well in a white
supremacist society, a society
engaged in illegal wars,
atrocities against civilians and
the use of nuclear weapons
against non-white people all
over the world. Ninety percent
of Blacks are victims of the
American age of “The New Jim
Crow”. Ninety percent of Black
people-- those not dribbling bas-
ketballs, telling filthy jokes or
betraying Black people’s inter-
ests to white politicians-- are
victims of a “white backslash”
that has been flailing away at
our civil rights since the ‘six-
ties’. Members of the ‘talented
tenth’, political commentators,
religious and political leaders
and entertainers of every type
seem to be quite unfamiliar with
‘the new jim crow’. 
For them, the mass incarcera-

tion of Black people is not as
important as getting a front row
seat at the presidential inaugura-
tion or getting invited to a presi-
dential birthday bash. Possibly
these Black spokesmen will
become more engaged in the
problem when mass incarcera-
tion becomes mass extermina-
tion --or perhaps not.

***
About the Author: Eugene
Stovall was born and raised in
Oakland, California.  Stovall
graduated from Bishop O’Dowd
High School and attended St.
Mary’s College, but left college
to join the U.S. Air Force. In
1966, he graduated magna cum
laude from the University of
California. In 1969, using
research obtained at the
University of Lund in Sweden,
he obtained his master’s from
the University of California at
Davis. Becoming a National
Foundation Fellow in 1973,
Stovall received his Ph.D. in
political theory from the
Political Science Department at
the University of California,
Berkeley. Dr. Stovall has been an
adjunct faculty member at USF,
St. Mary’s College, San
Francisco State University and
at Merritt College. His previous
novels include the 2007 IPPY
Bronze Medal winner, Frank
Yerby: A Victim’s Guilt. The
Hayward South County NAACP
honored Stovall for memorializ-
ing the great black novelist.

His website is http://www.multi-
culturalbooks.com/apps/blog/

A cancer
survivor
with a

plan is one
who is

planning
to win

Please see page 8
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The Emancipation Proclamation as
delivered by Pres. Abraham Lincoln

 

I, Abraham Lincoln, President
of the United States of America,
and Commander-in-Chief of the
Army and Navy thereof, do
hereby PROCLAIM and
DECLARE that hereafter, as
heretofore, the war will be pros-
ecuted for the object of practi-
cally restoring the Constitutional
relation between the United
States and the people thereof, in
which States that relation is, or
may be, suspended or disturbed;
that it is my purpose upon the
next meeting of Congress, to
again recommend the adoption
of a practical measure tendering
pecuniary aid to the free accept-
ance or rejection of all the Slave
States so called, the people
whereof may not then be in
rebellion against the United
States, and which States may
then have voluntarily adopted or
thereafter may voluntarily adopt
the immediate or gradual abol-
ishment of Slavery within their
respective limits; and that the
effort to colonize persons of
African descent with their con-
sent upon their continent or else-
where with the previously
obtained consent of the
Governments existing there, will
be continue; that on the first day
of January, in the year of our
Lord one thousand eight hun-
dred and sixty-three, all persons
held as slaves within any State,
or any designated part of a State,
the people whereof shall then be
in rebellion against the United
States, shall be thence forward
and forever free, and the
Executive Government of the
United States, including the mil-
itary and naval authority thereof,
will recognize and maintain the
freedom of such persons, and
will do no act or acts to repress
such persons, or any of them, in
any efforts they may make for
their actual freedom; that the
Executive will, on the first day
of January aforesaid, by procla-
mation, designate the States and
parts of States, if any, in which
the people thereof respectively
shall then be in rebellion against
the United States, and the fact
that any State, or the people
thereof shall on that day be in
good faith represented in the

...[A]doption of a practi-
cal measure tendering
pecuniary aid to the free
acceptance or rejection of
all the Slave States so
called, the people whereof
may not then be in rebel-
lion against the United
States, and which States
may then have voluntarily
adopted or thereafter may
voluntarily adopt the
immediate or gradual
abolishment of Slavery
within their respective lim-
its; and that the effort to
colonize persons of
African descent with their
consent upon their conti-
nent or elsewhere with the
previously obtained con-
sent of the Governments
existing there, will be con-
tinue; that on the first day
of January, in the year of
our Lord one thousand
eight hundred and sixty-
three, all persons...

Congress of the United States by
members  chosen thereto at elec-
tions wherein a majority of the
qualified voters of such State
shall have participated shall in
the absence of strong counter-
vailing testimony, be deemed
conclusive evidence that such
State and the people thereof
have not been in rebellion
against the United States.
That attention is hereby called

to an act of Congress entitled
“An act to make an additional
article of war,” approved March
13, 1862, and which act is in the
words and figures following:
Be it enacted by the Senate and

House of Representatives of the
United States of America in
Congress assembled: That here-
after the following shall be
promulgated as an additional
article of war, for the govern-
ment of the army of the United
States, and shall be obeyed and
observed as such:
Article. All Officers or persons

in the military or naval service

of the United States are prohibit-
ed from employing any of the
forces under their respective
commands for the purpose of
returning fugitives from service
or labor, who may have escaped
from any persons to whom such
labor is claimed to be due, and
any officer who shall be found
guilty by a court-martial of vio-
lating this article, shall be dis-
missed from service.

Sec. 2. And be it further enact-
ed, That this act shall take effect
from and after its passage.
Also, to the ninth and tenth sec-

tions of an act entitled “An act to
suppress insurrection, to punish
treason and rebellion, to seize
and confiscate the property of
Rebels, and for other purposes,”
approved July 17, 1862, and
which sections are in the words
and figures following:

Sec. 9. And be it further enact-
ed, That all slaves of persons
who shall hereafter be engaged
in rebellion against the
Government of the United
States, or who shall in any way
give aid or comfort thereto,
escaping from such persons and
taking refuge within the lines of
the army; and all slaves captured
from such persons or deserted
by them and coming under the
control of the Government of the
United States; and all salves of
such persons found on (or being
within) any place occupied by
Rebel forces and afterward
occupied by the forces of the
United States, shall be deemed
captures of war, and shall be for-
ever free of their servitude and
not again be held as slaves.
Sec. 10. And be it further enact-

ed, That no slaves escaping into
any State, Territory, or the
District of Columbia, from any
of the States, shall be delivered
up, or in any way impeded or
hindered of his liberty, except
for crime or some offense
against the laws, to be due, is his
lawful owner, and has not been
in arms against the United States
in the present Rebellion, nor in
any way given aid and comfort
thereto; and no person engaged
in the military or naval service
of the United States shall, under

any pretense whatever, assume
to decide on the validity of the
claim of any person to the serv-
ice or labor of any other person,
or surrender up any such person
to the claimant, on pain of being
dismissed from the service.

And I do hereby enjoin upon
and order all persons engaged in
the military and naval service of
the United States to observe,
obey, and enforce, within their
respective spheres of service, the
act and sections above recited.

And the Executive will in due
time recommend that all citizens
of the United States who shall
have remained loyal thereto
throughout the Rebellion, shall
(upon the restoration of the con-
stitutional relation between the
United States, and their respec-
tive States and people, if the
relation shall have been sus-
pended or disturbed) be com-
pensated for all losses by acts of
the United States, including the
loss of slaves.
In witness whereof I have here-

unto set my hand and caused the
seal of the United States to be
affixed. 
Done at the City of Washington

this twenty-second day of
September, in the year of our
Lord one thousand eight hun-
dred and sixty-two, and of the
Independence of the United
States the eighty-seventh.

By the President,
Abraham Lincoln

Wm. H. Seward, 
Secretary of State

Reparations for African Americans ... from page  7

Discrimination, and Racism.
This resource, developed in
2003, along with others, can
inform discussions as we seek to
advance the goal of the U.N. and

our respective denominations
through the development of
additional resources to aid and
encourage faith communities to
engage in the difficult, but

enriching sacred conversations
on race.

Call 1-800-432-5646 (JOIN) 
savethemanatee.org Photo © David Schrichte
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Cancer survivor with plan
from page 7
quences.

A survivor with a plan is
empowered with knowledge
regarding what therapies and
tests are needed and at what
intervals. No two patients are
exactly alike, so each survivor
should have a customized med-
ical plan that provides a prover-
bial roadmap for sharing infor-
mation and scheduling treat-

ments relative to their own con-
dition(s) with their doctors so
that the best care possible can be
rendered.
I tell patients to stick with a plan
– even after active treatment for
their cancers may have conclud-
ed – and know that their plan
should encompass all of their
healthcare providers. Cancer
survivors often become accus-
tomed to the care given in treat-
ment of their respective cancers
and many believe they can
forego their primary care physi-
cians. Not true!

“I tell patients to stick
with a plan – even after
active treatment for their
cancers may have con-
cluded – and know that
their plan should encom-
pass all of their healthcare
providers. Cancer sur-
vivors often become
accustomed to the care
given in treatment of their
respective cancers and
many believe they can
forego their primary care
physicians. Not true!”

Primary care is still very impor-
tant to managing all of the
patient’s needs and to control
chronic conditions that may or
may not be related to cancer. A
patient may become so focused
on overcoming their cancer they
ignore other vital diagnostic
tests like mammograms, colono-
scopies, prostate exams, routine
physicals, etc.
Key takeaways for survivors:

•Know who you need to see,
when you need to see them,
what tests you need and when,
and what medications you need
to take and for what duration for
long-term health and quality of
life.
•Have a comprehensive plan to

help assure you stay on track.
•Combine quality medical care

across multiple disciplines, a
positive “can do” attitude and a
clear plan to get well and stay
well.

About the author:

Kim Randolph, MSN, FNP-BC,
works in the Survivorship
Department at Cancer Treatment
Centers of America in the metro-
politan Atlanta community of
Newnan, where she cares for
patients with a range of condi-
tions. She is board-certified by
the American Academy of Nurse
Practitioners and the American
Nurses Credentialing Center.
She is trained in Advanced
Cardiac Life Support and is a
member of the American
Academy of Nurse Practitioners.

Email opinions to MSTnews@prodigy.net
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F.Y.I. -  ‘Juneteenth’ is a combination of June and Nineteenth
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Launched in 1964, the Mississippi Freedom Schools were designed
to counteract segregationist policies that inhibited opportunities
for black youth. Providing quality, progressive education, they
prepared African American students to fight on all fronts for
freedom.

These and similar schools were critical to expanding the gains of
the Civil Rights Movement. Forming an intimate network, they
taught students how, when, and where to engage politically, shap-
ing activists who trained others to contest inequality. Conducting
dozens of interviews and consulting rich archival materials, Jon N.
Hale weaves a social history of the Mississippi Freedom Schools
from the perspective of former students and teachers. Having
turned their training into decades of activism, these individuals
speak invaluably on the ideologies that informed their practice
and the effectiveness of their locally organized, widely transmit-
ted curriculum. They also offer key strategies for further integrat-
ing the American school system and politically engaging today’s
youth.

C O L U M B I A

U N I V E R S I T Y

P R E S S

$60.00 / £44.00 cloth · 978-0-231-17568-5
JUNE 2016 320 pages

The Freedom Schools
Student Activists in the Mississippi Civil Rights Movement

Jon N. Hale

JON N. HALE is an assistant professor of civil rights and educa-
tional history at the College of Charleston. He is a coauthor of
To Write in the Light of Freedom: The Newspapers of the 1964
Mississippi Freedom Schools.

ORDER ONLINE NOW AND SAVE 30%

CUP.COLUMBIA.EDU

Enter Code: CUP30 for 30% discount
Regular shipping and handling charges apply.

Customers in the United Kingdom, Europe, Africa, the Middle East, South Asia, and South Africa, please contact our UK distributor WILEY via email: customer@wiley.com.

“Hale’s work hits the mark! It is accurate and timely in
refocusing our attention on the profound power of African
American youth and education. The activists and young
learners who made the Freedom Schools possible have
greatly gone unsung until this point. In the midst of immi-
nent danger, they learned and experienced democracy while
illustrating the efficacy of community participation in educa-
tion. Hale rightly places them in the forefront of the struggle
for freedom. At this moment, this book reminds us those who
saved the nation’s soul.”

—Stefan Bradley, Associate Professor of History and Director
of African American Studies at Saint Louis University

“Jon Hale’s groundbreaking examination of SNCC’s tire-
less efforts to provide free educational opportunities
for Mississippi’s African American children is an often
overlooked, but instrumental component of Mississippi
Freedom Summer. The Freedom Schools: Student Activists
in the Mississippi Civil Rights Movement offers a greater
understanding of their lasting legacy and the profound
impact of the Freedom Schools on Mississippi’s black stu-
dents as they later engaged in boycotts and school walk-
outs, thus influencing public school desegregation efforts
and the Civil Rights Movement in Mississippi.”

—Matthew Pinsker, author of Lincoln’s Sanctuary: Abraham
Lincoln and the Soldiers’ Home

Ms. Tubman on $20 Bill
from front page

Memphis is focus of ‘Greenleaf’, new drama
series on OWN: Oprah Winfrey Network

Ms. Tubman stands for, which is
freedom. This brave woman
deserves to be placed on the
Twenty Dollar Bill as a
‘Founding Mother’ of America’s
democracy.”

“Though the name
Underground Railroad first
appeared in the early 1830s
(with the advent of the new
transportation system by rail),
the secret networks to freedom
had been in operation long
before then,” writes Dr. Larson.
“Slaves had been running away
from their masters since
Africans were forcibly brought
to the colonies in the early
1600’s. By the end of the eigh-
teenth century, however, a more
organized system had started to
take shape, one that provided
some measure of support to run-
aways finding their way to free-
dom. Runaways found assis-
tance in Maroon and Native
American communities, in a few
states in the North that ended

slavery within their borders in
the years after the Revolution,
and even among some groups in
the South opposed to slavery.
The Underground Railroad, as
this organized system eventually
came to be called, has long been
shrouded in mysteries and
myths, many of which date back
to the time when the system was
a reality.”
A bonus in the book is a gallery
of rare photos of Harriet
Tubman, her friends, and family
from the early 1900’s.

“Harriet Tubman’s Civil War
started years before the first
shots were fired on Fort Sumter
in South Carolina in April 1861.
Some might argue that it began
with her first defiant act as a
salve: running away at the age of
six to avoid a whipping when
she was caught taking a lump of
sugar. But it was Tubman’s bat-
tles to claim liberty for scores of
friends and relatives that marked

Please see page 11

The much-talked about
“Greenleaf” series will debut in
a two-night premiere Tuesday,
June 21 at 10 p.m ET/PT and
Wednesday, June 22 at 9 p.m.
and 10 p.m. ET/PT. Check cable
and satellite networks for chan-
nel designation.
The series will regularly air on

Wednesdays at 10 p.m. ET/PT
The new original drama series
“Greenleaf” from award-win-
ning writer/producer Craig
Wright (“Lost,” “Six Feet
Under,” “Brothers and Sisters”)
takes viewers into the unscrupu-
lous world of the Greenleaf fam-
ily and their sprawling Memphis
megachurch, where scandalous
secrets and lies are as numerous
as the faithful. Born of the
church, the Greenleaf family
love and care for each other, but
beneath the surface lies a den of
iniquity -- greed, adultery, sib-
ling rivalry and conflicting val-
ues -- that threatens to tear
apart the very core of their faith
that holds them together.
“Greenleaf” stars Merle
Dandridge (“The Night Shift”)
as Grace Greenleaf;; Keith
David (“Community”) as
Bishop James Greenleaf; Lynn

Whitfield (“The Josephine
Baker Story”) as Lady Mae
Greenleaf;; Kim Hawthorne
(“Rake”) as Kerissa Greenleaf;;
Lamman Rucker (“Meet the
Browns”) as Jacob Greenleaf;;
Tye White (“The People v. O.J.
Simpson: American Crime

Story”) as Kevin Satterlee;;
Deborah Joy Winans
(“Whitney”) as Charity
Greenleaf Satterlee;; Desiree
Ross (“Falling Skies”) as
Sophia; and Oprah Winfrey
(“Selma”) in a recurring role as
Mavis McCready.

Tuesday, June 21 (10 p.m. – 11
p.m. ET/PT) Episode: A Time to
Heal
In the series premiere, directed

by executive producer Clement
Virgo (“The Book of Negroes”),

Oprah Winfrey (left) as Mavis McCready and Lynn Whitfield as Lady Mae Greenleaf
don’t see eye to eye on premiere of Greenleaf (Photo/Courtesy of OWN)

See additional Harriet Tubman articles in this edition

The Harriet Tubman Museum
seeks to raise funds to purchase
this classic sculpture by Fred
Ajanogha. (See full story on
page 5 of this Juneteenth edi-
tion) and detour to www.tub-
manmuseum.com or call  478-
743-8544.

Ajanogha’s work is currently
on display at such institutions as
H a r t s f i e l d - J a c k s o n
International Airport, Apex
Museum, Clark Atlanta
University and Southern
University Museum of Art.
Other works are in the private
collection of former President
Jimmy and Mrs. Rosalynn
Carter and the home of poet
Maya Angelou.

 

Harriet Tubman Museum needs
support to purchase sculpture of

‘Underground Railroad
Conductor’ by Fred Ajanogha

Ms. Harriet Tubman sculp-
ture by Fred Ajanogha. See
full story on page 6.

History is served: Dinner
fundraiser for the James
Hemings Foundation 
NEW YORK, June 9, 2016
/PRNewswire/ -- American culi-
nary history will be recognized
at the James Beard House in
New York City on June 21, 2016
at 7 PM. In collaboration with
the James Beard Foundation, a
diverse and award-winning
group of U.S. chefs, beverage
experts and historians will come
together in culinary homage to
James Hemings, America's first
Chef de Cuisine.
http://www.jamesbeard.org/even
ts/hamilton-jefferson-hemings

The menu will be a modern
reinterpretation of the multi-
course, technologically chal-
lenging "The Room Where it
Happened" dinner held on June
20, 1790.  Some featured menu
selections include: Applewood-
Smoked Foie Gras, Gulf Coast

Blue Crab Beignet, Stuffed
Capon Breast, and Bouef a la
Mode.
Participating chefs include:
James Beard award-winner John
Besh, Tiffany Derry, Darryl
Harmon, Dana Herbert, Therese
Nelson, and Hemings
Foundation founder, Ashbell
McElveen.  Heather Johnston is
the wine director. Food historian
and founding member Tonya
Hopkins will provide context to
the dining experience. 
Diners will be greeted at the
townhouse door with a historic
whiff of aromatic artistry from
The Institute of Art and
Olfaction. 

Izabela Wojcik, Director of
House Programming for the
James Beard Foundation, says:

Please see page 12

Please see page 12
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When you fall, what stops
you from getting back up?

By Dr. Janet Scott,
Columnist

The Mid-South Tribune
and 

The Mid-South Gospel Tribune
on the 

Black Information Highway
www.

blackinformationhighway.
com

“…For all of life is like that
race,

with ups and downs and all.
And all you have to do to win

Is rise each time you fall.
“Quit! Give up, you’re beaten!”

They still shout in my face.
But another voice within me

says:
“Get up and win the race!”

D.H. Groberg

Do you remember when you
were learning how to ride a
bicycle? At first, you probably
had training wheels. Someone
ran beside you the first time you
got on the bike to try and caught
you if you fell. Steering was
wobbly at first. The next time
you got on the bicycle, you had
more confidence. When it was
time to remove the training
wheels, you had reached another
milestone in your life. You also
probably fell the first few times
once the wheels were removed.
Even though, you fell you got
back up and got on the bike
again. You were determined to
ride the bike without training
wheels! You did not want to be
“the baby” of the neighborhood.
So why don’t you take that same
perspective that you had then

and transfer it to life? When you
fall, where is the motivation and
determination to get back up and
strive for the end? Sometimes
adults appear to lack the forti-
tude that they had when they
were children. Many allow fear
and failure to control certain
aspects of their lives.

FEAR
Everyone experiences fear at

some time in their lives. Fear is
an emotion. Thus, it is normal to
experience fear. There is some
fear when you are starting a new
job, getting married, moving to
another location, meeting new
classmates or teachers, etc. This
is healthy fear. This emotion sur-
faces when you are also in dan-
gerous situations. It allows you
to take precautions. Fear is the
first emotion expressed by man
in the Bible, Genesis 3:8-10.
After Adam and Eve had eaten
from the tree of knowledge in
the Garden of Eden, they hid
among the trees when they heard
God walking. When God called
to them, Adam answered, “I
heard you in the garden; I was
afraid and hid from you, because
I was naked.”

FAILURE
Most people are afraid to fail.

They think if they fall, they will
not be able to get back up.
Failure is hard to accept. Failure
is an event in which you don’t
achieve your desired outcome. It
is a human trait. It is not a sign
of one’s personal worth. It is just
a description of a single event
that did not work at the moment.
Failure is only a temporary set-
back. It is not permanent. You
can allow it to destroy you by
wallowing in it. When you put
yourself in the self pity mode,
you make yourself a victim. You
learn to internalize your feelings
of inferiority brought about by
one failure. You keep yourself
down by thinking and acting like
you are a complete failure. You
permit it to encompass your total
being. Remember that failure is
an event. It does not define your
self worth unless you allow it to
happen.

FEAR OF FAILURE
Fear of failure stops you from

achieving your dreams. Your
fear of failure unintentionally
limits and destroys your vision
and hopes. You must be able to
understand and control your fear
of failure to fulfill your dreams.

To do this means continuing to
take risks in life. Fear and failure
are always going to be a part of
taking risks. The unknown per-
meates risking taking behaviors.
To get to your final destination
you will have to take risks.
When you fall, you get back up.
Use your failures as life lessons.
Learn from them. Remember
what worked and what didn’t.
Allow your failures to be spring-
boards to jump again.
Successful people succeed the
most because they are willing to
fail the most if necessary. Most
individuals did not succeed in
their venture the first time they
attempted it. They did it over
and over again. In what shape
would the world be today, if
inventors, educators, civil rights
leaders, parents, etc. gave up the
first time something did not
work? The quote “Quitters never
win, and winners never quit” is
so true. You have to keep the
positive attitude that says “I can
do this”. You don’t allow some-
thing to control you, you control
it. The only way that can control
it is by conquering it. To do this
means that you continue to per-
severe. You do not allow obsta-
cles to block your path. You find
a way to go around, under, over
or through them. Obstacles are
only temporary hurdles that can
be defeated. The next time you
are contemplating not doing
something because you are
afraid of failing ask yourself,
“What is the worse thing that
can happen?” When you think of
the worse thing, you devise a
plan to deal with it. It is also
important to surround yourself
with positive people. These are
individuals who will be there to
continue to encourage you to
strive for your goals. 
If you fall, get back up, brush

yourself off, and keep going for
the finish line! Remember that
everyone falls at some point in
his/her life.  You are not alone!
You can do it!

***
Dr. Scott is a contributing colum-

nist for The Mid-South Tribune. She
is a National Board Certified
Counselor and a Tennessee licensed
professional counselor with a men-
tal health provider designation
offering individual, group, couple
and family therapy. Her office is
located at 1331 Union Ave., Memphis,
TN. 38104; phone: 901-722-8751. 

Volunteer drivers needed
to help cancer patients
get to treatment places

Dear Editor:
One of the toughest challenges

cancer patients face is getting to
and from treatment. Many
patients don’t own a vehicle,
can’t afford gas, or don’t have
access to public transportation.
Some may be elderly and unable
to drive, too ill to drive, or have
no family members or friends
who can help with all their trans-
portation needs. Without access
to reliable transportation, cancer
patients are unable to get regular
treatment. And even the best
treatment can’t work if a patient
can’t get there.
Every driver has what it takes to
save lives. The American Cancer
Society is urgently seeking vol-

MEMPHIS, TN — An estimated
37,000 Tennessee residents will
learn they have cancer this year
and getting to their scheduled
treatment will be one of their
greatest roadblocks. To ensure
patients get to the critical care
they need without additional
stress, the American Cancer
Society Road To Recovery®
program can help provide free
transportation to and from treat-
ment for people who have can-
cer and who do not have a ride
or are unable to drive them-
selves.
“Every driver has what it takes
to save lives,” said Mark
Horrocks, senior director of
community engagement for the
American Cancer Society.
“We’re urgently asking drivers
to donate their passenger seat
and volunteer to take cancer
patients to treatment. One cancer
patient requiring radiation thera-
py could need between 20 to 30
trips to treatment over the course
of six weeks. A patient receiving

chemotherapy may need weekly
treatment for up to a year.”
Many cancer patients don’t own

a vehicle, can’t afford the extra
gasoline, or don’t have access to
public transportation. Some
patients may be elderly and
unable to drive, too ill to drive,
or have no family members or
friends who are able to provide
regular assistance with trans-
portation. Even the best treat-
ment can’t work if a patient
can’t get there.
The Road To Recovery program

Letter to the Editor

“We’re urgently asking driv-
ers to donate their passenger
seat and volunteer to take
cancer patients to treatment.
One cancer patient requiring
radiation therapy could need
between 20 to 30 trips to
treatment over the course of
six weeks. A patient receiving
chemotherapy may need
weekly treatment for up to a
year.”

provides transportation options
for patients in these situations
and currently is in need of vol-
unteer drivers in Shelby and
DeSoto counties. Volunteer driv-
ers donate their time and the use
of their cars so patients can
receive the cancer-related treat-
ments they need. Drivers also
provide encouragement and sup-
port.
To volunteer, you must have a
valid driver’s license, a safe and
reliable vehicle, and proof of
automobile insurance. Drivers
must be at least 18 years old and
have a good driving history.
They arrange their own sched-
ules and can commit as many or
as few hours as their schedule
allows. The American Cancer
Society provides free training to
drivers and conducts criminal
background and driving record
checks.
For information about the Road

To Recovery program, call 1-
800-227-2345 or visit
cancer.org/drive.

unteer drivers willing to donate
their passenger seat to transport
cancer patients to their cancer-
related treatment through the
Road To Recovery program.
To volunteer, all you need is a
valid driver’s license, a safe and
reliable vehicle, and proof of
insurance. Drivers must be at
least 18 years old and have a
good driving record. The
Society conducts criminal back-
ground and driving record
checks on all drivers and pro-
vides free training.
As a Road To Recovery volun-

teer myself, I’m able to set my
availability and volunteer on a
schedule that works for me. I’ve
been able to meet some of the

most inspiring people and am
grateful for the opportunity to
help them along their cancer
journey. By providing them a
ride to treatment, I’m able to
help eliminate their burden of
finding other transportation,
allowing them to focus on the
most important thing: getting
well.

For more information, call
(800) 227-2345 or visit
cancer.org/drive.

Sincerely,
Michele Riolo
Volunteer, American Cancer
Society, Germantown, TN

Travel on the Health lane on 
The Mid-South Tribune 

and the 
Black Information Highway at

www.blackinformationhighway.com
Welcome, Travelers!
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Harriet Tubman conducts her way to the $20 Bill
from page 9

“Though the name
Underground Railroad
first appeared in the early
1830s (with the advent of
the new transportation
system by rail), the secret
networks to freedom had
been in operation long
before then,” writes Dr.
Larson. “Slaves had been
running away from their
masters since Africans
were forcibly brought to
the colonies in the early
1600’s. 
By the end of the eigh-

teenth century, however, a
more organized system
had started to take shape,
one that provided some
measure of support to run-
aways finding their way to
freedom...” 

Chief DD, the Philosopher of
Hip Hop. Travel on the Chief
DD lane on the Music lane on
the Black Information
Highway or purchase his
music at http://www.reverbna-
tion.com/chiefdd

Hear Chief DD’s
“Underground

Railroad” on the
Black Information
Highway at www.
blackinformation

highway.com

Welcome, Travelers!

Dr. Albert Hall chosen to participate
in Maxine Smith Fellows Program

ence and development. It is
intended to provide an introduc-
tion to administrative roles in
system or upper-level adminis-
trative policy-making positions. 
Each Fellow is assigned an
administrative mentor at the
TBR central office, the
Tennessee Higher Education
Commission or one of the TBR
schools. The Fellow works with
a mentor to develop a fellowship
work plan. 

Hall also serves as director of
the West Tennessee STEM Hub
and principal investigator of the
National Science Foundation
(NSF) Innovative Technology
Experiences for Students and
Teachers (ITEST) project. 

He is a recent recipient of the
NSF CAREER Award to
research the implementation of
middle school STEM programs

of study.
“It is a great honor to represent

the University of Memphis in
this distinguished program and
to be a part of the legacy of the
great Maxine Smith,” said Hall.
“I am truly excited about the
opportunities this fellowship
provides in helping me develop
a greater understanding of high-
er education administration.”

MEMPHIS, TN - Dr. Albert L.
Hall II, assistant professor of
science education at the
University of Memphis, has
been selected to participate in
the 2016 Tennessee Board of
Regents Maxine Smith Fellows
Program. TBR is the governing
body for 46 universities, com-
munity colleges and technology
centers throughout the state. 
The Maxine Smith Fellows pro-
gram provides diverse employ-

ees of TBR schools the opportu-
nity to participate in a working
and learning environment that
will enhance their career experi-Dr. Albert L. Hall II

“It is a great honor to rep-
resent the University of
Memphis in this distin-
guished program and to be
a part of the legacy of the
great Maxine Smith,” said
Hall. 

the beginning of a strategic,
political, and even military con-
sciousness that eventually pre-
pared her for a role on the battle-
fields. Her leadership skills,
honed on the escape missions
she successfully conducted from
the Eastern Shore, and the sup-
port systems and close commu-
nity relationships she forged in
the northern United States and
Canada earned her the title of
‘Moses of her people’,” writes
Dr. Kate Clifford Larson in the
chapter entitled  “It Was Raining
Blood”. 
Tubman’s remarkable life, more
powerful and extraordinary in its
reality, is the stuff of legend and
ultimately, of a true American
hero,” says Dr. Larson in her
introduction.
Dr. Larson states that “In the

years following Tubman’s death
in 1913, the black community
maintained Tubman’s memory,
mostly in segregated class-
rooms. With her story shortened

and simplified, she entered the
pantheon of black achievers,
where her narrative became part
of a usable past for African
Americans.”

Because Harriet Tubman was
unable to read and write for her-
self; thus, “her narrative has
come down to us as a series of
mediated images created and
exploited by others.”

Dr. Larson expounds:
“Nevertheless, in the absence of
a written personal record we are
left with accounts of her life that
reflect a variety of contrived and
incomplete portraits. The signif-
icance of a new biography of
Tubman lies not only in its detail
but also in the way it illuminates
the patterns of neglect and com-
placency expressed in the racial
stereotypes that have mini-
mized, if not erased, her many
contributions. Based on new
information and fresh sources
from hidden and long-forgotten
private and public records, a

more accurate life story of the
real Harriet Tubman is finally
possible.”
The author also worked with the
National Park Service to create a
park “dedicated to Tubman
along the trail of the
Underground Railroad and with
the Underground Railroad
Freedom Center on a large scale
digitization project related to the
historical documentation of
Harriet Tubman’s life. For more
information, visit www.harriet-
tubmanbiography.com

Dr. Kate Clifford Larson
received her PhD in American
History from the University of
New Hampshire and an M.B.A.
from Northeastern.  The book is
published by One
World/Ballantine Books. 

The woman known as ‘Moses’
brought over 300 slaves out of
bondage to the Promised
Land—Freedom. She was
among the most astute, clever of
Underground Railroad

Conductors.
It was around 1844 that Ms.

Tubman married John Tubman,
a free black man; however,
Harriet Tubman remained a
slave. In 1849 when the slave-
owner died, there were reports
that she was going to be sold.
Harriet Tubman wasted no time
in escaping even though her hus-
band did not to go along.  By the
time 1850 rolled along, Harriet
Tubman had already gotten pas-
sage to freedom for a sister and
brother on the Underground
Railroad; thus began her legend.

For Project HBCUs
Email your news, photos, 

and memories to
MSTnews@prodigy.net 

or 
BlackInfoHwy@prodigy.net

For info and stats on University of Memphis Tigers, detour to www.gotigersgo.com
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Presenting
the Education Quilt

Honoring the History of
HBCUs

The Education Quilt 
Presented by 

The Mid-South Tribune, 
Black Information Highway 

and  
Hancock Fabrics

Hancockfabrics.com or call
877-FABRICS     

For more information, 
travel on the Education Quilt lane
on the Black Information Highway

at www.
blackinformationhighway.com

“Welcome, Travelers!”

The Education Quilt has
the patches of the 
Freedom Colors of 

Red, Black, and Green

Historical Black Colleges and Universities
served when others did not. Enhance these
schools to educate all who thirst for knowledge!
See the entire issue on the Education and HBCU
lanes on the Black Information Highway.com

 

On June 1, 2016, Buffalo
Soldier and Colonel Charles
Young was posthumously pre-
sented with the honorary desig-
nation of Brigadier General at

History is served: Dinner fundraiser for the
James Hemings Foundation ... from page 9
"We're thrilled to partner with
the James Hemings Foundation.
The "Room Where it Happened"
dinner is beautifully aligned with
our mission to celebrate, nurture
and honor our diverse culinary
heritage through programs that
both educate and inspire. We're
confident that the dinner led by
chef Ashbell McElveen, JBF
award winning chef John Besh,
and the entire talented team, will
be not only be a provocative and
sensational meal but an enduring
part of our legacy."
LiveStream subscribers can tune
into the JBF Kitchen Cam on the
night of June 21st to watch all
the action unfold in the kitchen.
Questlove, bandleader of The
Roots, food book author and co-
producer of the soundtrack
album for the Broadway musical
"Hamiltion" says, "I love James
Hemings' story. More than that, I
feel connected to it, in part

because it helps me understand
the long history of diversity in
the food space in America. This
dinner celebrates his important
legacy."
About the "Room Where it

Happened" Dinner

On June 20, 1790, Thomas
Jefferson arranged a lavish din-
ner at his house on 57 Maiden
Lane in New York City in hope
of forging an agreement with
Alexander Hamilton and James
Madison on the fate of the
young nation. The kitchen was
helmed by America's first Chef
de Cuisine, James Hemings. A
slave-valet to Jefferson,
Hemings underwent a rigorous
apprenticeship at the top kitchen
in 18th century France, Chateau
Chantilly. One could reason that
the dinner's positive outcome
was due in great part to the
palate pleasing artistry of James
Hemings.
South Carolina-born chef and
TV food personality Ashbell
McElveen recently explained to
the New York Times why he
formed the James Hemings

Memphis is setting for Greenleaf drama
from OWN ... from page 9

Grace “Gigi” Greenleaf (Merle
Dandridge, “The Night Shift”)
and her teenage daughter Sophia
(Desiree Ross, “Falling Skies”)
return home to Memphis after 20
years to pay respects after the
mysterious death of Grace’s sis-
ter Faith (guest star Terri Abney,
“Game of Silence”). The warm
welcome home from Grace’s
father, Bishop Greenleaf (Keith
David, “Community”), is short-
lived as the rest of the family
doesn’t seem quite as thrilled to
see her. When Grace reconnects
with her Aunt Mavis (guest star
Oprah Winfrey, “Selma”), she
receives some shocking informa-
tion about the Greenleaf family
and the circumstances surround-
ing Faith’s death.
Wednesday, June 22 (9 p.m. –
10 p.m. ET/PT) Episode: The
Baptism

Grace (Merle Dandridge, “The
Night Shift”) decides to move
home under false pretenses in
order to pursue the man she

holds responsible for her sister’s
death, but finds the realities of
working in her family’s church
again harder than she
expected. Grace’s brother Jacob
(Lamman Rucker, “Meet the
Browns”) takes on more respon-
sibilities at the church in
response to her return home.
Kevin (Tye White, “The People
v. OJ Simpson: American Crime
Story”) partners with a new
acquaintance on a project and
questions his and Charity’s
(Deborah Joy Winans,
“Whitney”) plans to have a
baby. The Bishop (Keith David,
“Community”) refuses to capitu-
late to Senator Banks’ (guest star
Al Mitchell, “Survivor’s
Remorse”) inquiries into the
church’s finances.

Wednesday, June 22 (10 p.m.
– 11 p.m. ET/PT) Episode: We
Shall See Him as He Is
On a Friday night in Memphis,
Grace (Merle Dandridge, “The
Night Shift”) finds herself a

third wheel on a dinner date with
her ex-boyfriend Noah (Ben
Patterson, “Grey’s Anatomy”)
and his new fiancé Isabel (Anna
Diop, “24: Legacy”) while
Sophia (Desiree Ross, “Falling
Skies”) gets into trouble at the
church lock-in. Kerissa (Kim
Hawthorne, “Rake”) and Jacob
(Lamman Rucker, “Meet the
Browns”) go on a double date
and are confronted with the defi-
ciencies in their marriage. Kevin
(Tye White, “The People v. OJ
Simpson: American Crime
Story”), meanwhile, finds he has
an unexpected – and unwanted –
chemistry with Adrian (guest
star Gary Weeks, “Allegiant”).
Mavis (guest star Oprah
Winfrey, “Selma”) has to deal
with an employee stealing
money from her club’s register
while Senator Banks’ (guest star
Al Mitchell, “Survivor’s
Remorse”) escalating tactics in
his inquiry into the church’s
finances force the Bishop (Keith

David, “Community”) into
action.
Wednesday, June 29 (10 p.m. –
11 p.m. ET/PT) Episode: Behind
Closed Doors
The mayor calls in a favor, ask-

ing Calvary to take a controver-
sial stance and publicly support
a cop who shot and killed an
unarmed teenager leaving the
Bishop in a bind that could
potentially split the church.
Grace (Merle Dandridge, “The
Night Shift”) is blackmailed by
someone with upsetting infor-
mation about her sister’s past
while Sophia (Desiree Ross,
“Falling Skies”) defies her
mother’s order and sneaks out to
attend a protest in honor of the
young victim. Meanwhile, Jacob
(Lamman Rucker, “Meet the
Browns”) reluctantly attends
couple’s counseling and finds
the therapy useful, though not in
the way Kerissa (Kim
Hawthorne, “Rake”) had hoped. 

"I founded the James
Hemings Foundation to
celebrate not only
Hemings but also the thou-
sands of blacks who were
linchpins in creating
American cooking. I am
proudest of James
Hemings, who in 1801
refused Jefferson's sum-
mons to be the first White
House chef unless he was
written a letter like any
free man. 215 years later,
that letter is long over-
due.”

Foundation.  "I founded the
James Hemings Foundation to
celebrate not only Hemings but
also the thousands of blacks who
were linchpins in creating
American cooking. I am proud-
est of James Hemings, who in
1801 refused Jefferson's sum-
mons to be the first White House
chef unless he was written a let-
ter like any free man. 215 years
later, that letter is long overdue."

See synopses and schedule 

 

Coalition of Black Veterans Organization gives Col.
Young honorary promotion to Brigadier General 

the National Afro American
Museum and Cultural Center on
behalf of the National Coalition
of Black Veteran Organizations.
The Medal was presented to the
Museum to be added to the dis-
play honoring the legendary sol-
dier. The title is being bestowed
by the Coalition.   Charles
Blatcher, III, Chairman of the
Coalition said, "The honorary
titles of ‘Golden Buffalo’ and
Brigadier General are being
bestowed by the National
Coalition of Black Veteran
Organizations in recognition of
a great man deserving of both
titles. The pronouncement
serves to demonstrate the level
of appreciation and respect that
our organizations hold for
Charles Young and his history.
Our honorary promotion does
not preclude our hope that the
White House will one day fol-
low through with our request for
the Presidential Promotion. In
spite of its symbolic nature, our
action signifies our determina-

tion that Charles Young is wor-
thy of the honor we have sought
on his behalf for almost four
decades. Our action constitutes a
Field Promotion with slight
modifications since it is
Honorary.”  According to mili-
tary regulations, to be consid-
ered for a field promotion, sol-
diers must display exceptional

leadership and performance that
clearly distinguishes them from
their peers and is expected of a
higher rank. In the opinion of the
Coalition, Charles Young ful-
filled both criteria during his
thirty -two years of honorable
service in the then segregated
United States Army.   

Email news and photos to
MSTnews@prodigy.net
or MSTentertainment@

prodigy.net
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BlackInfoHwy@prodigy.net
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