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“Where there is no vision, the people will perish.”
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Freedom School Documentary in the Works

From left to right: Alison Kibbe, William Sabourin
O’Reilly and Catherine Murphy take some time out of
their busy schedule while filming the Freedom School doc-
umentary in Sunflower County, Mississippi. For further
research, the three also attended the Veterans of the
Mississippi Civil Rights Movement Conference, held in
Jackson, Mississippi.  Murphy is director of the upcoming
documentary; O’Reilly is cinematographer. Watch for
more as this project comes to fruition. (Photo:
Courtesy/Alison Kibbe).

Slave-breeding industry in America 
from page 2
slavery.”  Hughes was a product
of a white slave owner and as he
says, and a ‘Negress’. The
Sublettes’ study is compacted on
the first page which still impacts
today’s socio-economic dilem-
ma as experienced by Blacks
who have white fathers which
makes them wholly Black
whereas the ‘white’ blood has no
worth (clout) in a society of con-
tinued white advantage.  Albeit
in Hughes’ day: “That meant he
was classified as merchandise at
birth, because children inherited
the free or enslaved status of the
mother, not the father. It had
been that way in Virginia for 170
years already when Hughes was
born.”
The authors further expound on

this ‘classification’: “Partus
sequitur ventrem was the legal
term: the status of the newborn
follows the status of the womb.
Fathers passed inheritance
down, mothers passed slavery
down. It ensured a steady flow
of salable human product from
the wombs of women who had
no legal right to say no.”  If the
Sublettes were to expand this
legality, it, too could be extend-
ed under the system of segrega-
tion. It, too, would have legiti-
mate relevancies in the 21st
Century, as a by-product or
racism.
The Sublettes also look at the

little known practice of Slave
Mortgaging, a term I was not
familiar with and wanted to
know more, but even they found
very little on this. They describe
it as a practice “…which was
essential to the functioning of
the Southern credit system, but
the practice has not been much
discussed by historians, and we
do not have a good overview of
the numbers. No one at the time
seems to have compiled statis-
tics about how much mortgaging
was being done, whether of land
or of slaves…” 

On a very controversial first
page, the authors point out what
I would like to think would be
reason enough for Black stu-
dents to desire an education. The
Sublettes write: “Most enslaved
African Americans lived and
died without writing so much as
their names. The Virginia legal
code of 1849 provided for
‘stripes’— flogging— for those
who tried to acquire literacy
skills. A free person who dared

‘assemble with negroes for the
purpose of instructing them to
read or write’ could receive a jail
sentence of up to six months and
a fine of up to a hundred dol-
lars… An enslaved person who
tried to teach others to read
might have part of a finger
chopped off … with the full
blessing of the law.” 
This punishment of slaves who

learned to read and write is why
education has been a traditional-
ly valued commodity in the
Black community. It was this
value and not wealth which
spawned today’s Black middle
class. Of course, the Sublettes
do not make these assertions. I
do, based on the historical impli-
cations that the Black middle
class was defined by the value of
education, especially when that
education was physically
acquired with a grade school,
high school or college degree.
The definition of Black middle
class was not based on money
simply because collectively
speaking, Blacks had no wealth
anyway and were systemically
stopped from freely participat-
ing in America’s capitalism in a
post-slavery America by the

legalities of Jim Crow, Black
Codes, and the denial of attend-
ing even white schools. This
value of education was the
impetus to Brown vs. the Board
of Education.

“The American Slave Coast:  A
History of the Slave-Breeding
Industry” also goes into contem-
porary issues such as Ferguson
and Charleston Massacre at
Emanuel AME Church.
To me, the Sublettes’ following

statement is one of stale realism

which has defined and continues
to define America’s race prob-
lem: “Today, people are no
longer sold like livestock in the
public market, but the racism
slavery engendered has been
resilient, having become a seem-
ingly systematic disfigurement
of American Society.” 
Every Black family and person

should invest in this book, lest
they forget. Every white family
and person should invest in it to
escape from historical igno-
rance. And bliss.
As stated earlier, the Sublettes’

work is groundbreaking and is
among those few works in this
area. They do give credit to
“Slave Trading in the Old
South,” the work of Frederic
Bancroft, a German anthropolo-
gist who was born in 1860 dur-
ing the Civil War and died in
1945, the onset of World War II
when Jim Crow was still going
strong. Ironically, Bancroft lived
when Blacks were freed, when
the 13th, 14th, and 15th
Amendments were enacted, and
when Blacks were re-enslaved
under Jim Crow with a wrongly
gone Reconstruction period.
The Sublettes write of Bancroft:
“ …[H]e spoke in 1902 with for-
merly enslaved people, former
slave traders, and other firsthand
witnesses to the slave trade, and
demonstrated that the commer-
cial exploitation of human
reproduction was indeed central
to the antebellum system of
slavery. ‘Slave Trading in the
Old South’ has been largely vin-
dicated and appears as more
important with every passing
decade.” 
And it would seem that the
Sublettes’ work will become just
as important with every future
passing decade.

***
*The above is on the Books,

Black Paper, and Black History
lanes on The Mid-South Tribune
and the Black Information
Highway at www.blackinforma-
tionhighway.com . It is also in
the 21st Annual Black History
special edition of The Mid-South
Tribune. Welcome, Travelers!

This book review by Arelya J. Mitchell is available in PDF
on The Mid-South Tribune and Black Information Highway

at www.blackinformationhighway.com
Welcome, Travelers!

For more ways to economic freedom, detour to
financialjuneteenth.com

‘Reading Roots’ project
from page  4
marriage and family informa-
tion, military service, banking,
school, hospital and property
records.  For the first time in US
history, the names of these indi-
viduals were recorded and pre-
served.  
Today, The Freedmen’s Bureau

Project, launched by
FamilySearch International, and
its volunteers are transcribing
this handwritten information
from digitized records that docu-
ment the lives of formerly
enslaved individuals to redis-
cover their powerful stories.
These records will be used to
create a searchable digital
archive that will be housed at the
NMAAHC, opening on
September 24, 2016, and that
will be accessible at
FamilySearch.org. 
Viewers interested in volunteer-
ing to transcribe documents
through “Reading for Roots”
can go to
http://history.com/readingfor-
roots to begin.  The “Reading for
Roots” website was built and
designed by agency 360i.
“We are very pleased to partner

with the Smithsonian’s National
Museum of African American
History and Culture and
FamilySearch International to
support the digitization of The
Freedmen’s Bureau records,”
said Elizabeth Luciano, Vice
President, Marketing and Brand
Strategy for HISTORY.  “At its
heart, ‘Roots’ is a powerful story
about the importance of heritage
and identity, and we believe
there is no better way to honor
the spirit of this story than to
help African-American families
connect with their own family
heritage by supporting The
Freedmen’s Bureau Project.”

“The National Museum of
African American History and
Culture embraces the opportuni-
ty to partner with HISTORY and
FamilySearch International as
we explore American history
through the lens of an African
American family as depicted in
“Roots,” said Hollis Gentry,
Genealogy Specialist at the
National Museum of African
American History & Culture.
“We invite and encourage view-
ers to help us transcribe records
of the Freedmen’s Bureau and
make them freely available to an
audience of global researchers.
These records contain intriguing
details that may assist
researchers, like members of the
Haley family, with confirming

parts of existing oral traditions
or in creating powerful new sto-
ries about their ancestry.”
"By teaming up with HISTORY
to transcribe Freedman’s Bureau
records, we are identifying the
names of former ‘nameless’
slaves. When we re-discover
their identities and their her-
itage, the forgotten become
remembered.  These valuable
records will be searchable on
FamilySearch.org and preserved
for generations at the
Smithsonian’s National Museum
of African American History and
Culture,” said Stephen T.
Rockwood, CEO of
FamilySearch International.
“Roots” premiered on HISTO-

RY on Memorial Day, airing
over four consecutive nights.
The eight-hour event series is a
historical portrait of American
slavery recounting the journey
of one family and their will to
survive and ultimately carry on
their legacy despite hardship.

The stellar cast includes
Academy Award® winners
Forest Whitaker (“Fiddler”) and
Anna Paquin (“Nancy Holt”);
Academy Award® nominee and
Emmy Award® winner
Laurence Fishburne (“Alex
Haley”); Golden Globe Award®
winning and Emmy Award®
nominated actor Jonathan Rhys
Meyers (“Tom Lea”); Tony
Award® winner Anika Noni
Rose (“Kizzy”); Grammy
Award® winner Tip “T.I.”
Harris (“Cyrus”); Chad L.
Coleman (“Mingo”); Emayatzy
Corinealdi (“Belle”); Matthew
Goode (“Dr. William Waller”);
Derek Luke (“Silla Ba Dibba”);
Mekhi Phifer (“Jerusalem”);
James Purefoy (“John Waller”);
Erica Tazel (“Matilda”) and
introduces Regé-Jean Page
(“Chicken George”) and
Malachi Kirby (“Kunta Kinte”).
“Roots” is an A+E Studios pro-

duction in association with Marc
Toberoff and The Wolper
Organization, the company that
produced the original “Roots.”
Will Packer, Marc Toberoff,
Mark Wolper, Lawrence
Konner, Mark Rosenthal and
Barry Jossen serve as executive
producers. LeVar Burton and
Korin D. Huggins are co-execu-
tive producers. Questlove is
executive music producer.
“Roots” is directed by Phillip
Noyce, Mario Van Peebles,
Thomas Carter and Bruce
Beresford. 

Learn more at
FamilySearch.org.
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sees Public Radio International
(PRI). As a leader in educational
multimedia for the classroom,
WGBH supplies content to PBS
LearningMedia, a national
broadband service for teachers
and students. WGBH also is a
pioneer in technologies and
services that make media acces-
sible to those with hearing or
visual impairments. WGBH has
been recognized with hundreds
of honors. More info at
http://wgbh.org.

Reading is an 
exercise in thinking!

Authors Ned and Constance Sublette provide comprehen-
sive study of the much neglected study of the slave-breed-
ing industry in America. (Photo/courtesy of Sublettes)

Travel on the Book lane on The Mid-South Tribune and the Black Information Highway at 
www.blackinformationhighway.com

Welcome, Travelers!

Do you know this
in Black History?
In 1965, National Baseball
Congress names Satchel Paige
All-time Outstanding Player.

NASA selects Robert
Lawrence as an astronaut for
the space program. 
In 1985, Eddie Robinson of
Grambling State University
becomes the most successful
football coach in history 

Dorrie Miller, a U.S. Navy
messman, shoots down Japanese
planes at Pearl Harbor  in 1941.

The New York Rens, an African
American team, defeats the

Boston Celtics to win the World
Basketball championship in
1932. 
Oklahoma passes a law to seg-

regate telephone booths in 1915.
In 1925, A. Philip Randolph

founds the Brotherhood of
Sleeping Car Porters Union
Harriet Tubman, a ‘conductor’
on the Underground Railroad,
dies in 1913.
“The Railroad Porter”
becomes the first Black film
directed by a Black director in
1912.
Alpha Phi Alpha becomes the

first Black fraternity founded in
1906 at Cornell University.

Email news and photos
to

MSTnews@prodigy.net


