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‘Where there is no vision, the people will perish.”

See upcoming F.Y.H. = For. Your. Health special edition

Memphis Pink Palace
October calendar of events

Rapper Offset launches
$500K campaign for the
American Cancer Society

Atlanta artist's fundraising
campaign to benefit underserved
communities across the country 
ATLANTA, GA Sept. 20, 2017
/PRNewswire-USNewswire/ --
Rapper Offset, of the chart-top-
ping hip-hop trio Migos, is
teaming up with the American
Cancer Society and mobilizing
his fellow artists, corporate
sponsors and passionate fans to
raise $500,000 for the organiza-
tion.
Offset's dedication to the fight

against cancer is personal. His
inspiration for working with the
American Cancer Society is his
late grandmother, Sallie Ann
Smith, a significant role model
in his life who died of bladder
cancer in 2012. After Mrs.
Smith's cancer diagnosis, her
family learned firsthand about
the positive impact the
American Cancer Society pro-
grams and services make on
families. 
"It was really tough losing my

grandma to cancer and one of
the hardest things I have dealt
with in my life. She motivated
me to do my best and go for it;
one of my biggest coaches," said
Offset.
Fellow Migos members Quavo

and Takeoff, along with their
record label Quality Control
Music are rallying their net-

works to help Offset reach his
fundraising goal because cancer
has impacted all members of
Migos. "We're proud to support
Offset's efforts to help raise
money for the American Cancer
Society, so they can address can-
cer in underserved communi-
ties," say Quavo and Takeoff.
"We encourage all our fans to
donate if they can."
Despite recent progress against

cancer, not all Americans have
benefited equally. African-
Americans have the highest
death rate and shortest survival
of any racial/ethnic group in the
United States for most cancers.
The causes of these inequalities
are complex and reflect social
and economic disparities. Much

of the disparity is due to unequal
access to health care. 

Offset is honoring his grand-
mother through this campaign
by helping raise funds to pro-
mote cancer prevention and
access to care in underserved
communities. In addition,
money raised through this effort
will also help fund an ACS
Research Grant focused on blad-
der cancer research.
"I am thankful to be partnering
with the American Cancer
Society to help save lives
against this horrible disease. It's
especially important for me to
give some love to my communi-
ty and do what I can to help,"
Offset says. 

Offset's mother, Latabia
Woodward, an American Cancer
Society supporter and volunteer
for over a decade, is proud of her
son. "Losing a loved one to can-
cer is devastating, and we need
to continue to help educate our
communities about early detec-
tion and screening guidelines. I
am incredibly proud of Offset's
desire to help save the lives of
others, genuine heart and talent
as an artist."

Offset hosted a launch party On
September 19 at Main Event

Below is a schedule of October
events at the Memphis Pink
Palace and other museums in
the Pink Palace family of
Museums. For more informa-
tion, visit www.memphismuse-
ums.org or call 901-636-2362.

***

SPECIAL EVENTS

Name of Event:  45th Annual
Pink Palace Crafts Fair
Dates:  Friday, Saturday and
Sunday, October 13, 14, 15
Location:  Audubon Park, corner
of Perkins Ext. and Southern
Hours:  10-6 Friday and
Saturday, 10-5 Sunday
Appropriate Ages: All ages
Description:  This family ori-
ented event held at Audubon
Park is the largest juried arts and
crafts fair in the Mid-South area.
Visitors are mostly families
shopping and enjoying demon-
strations by craftsmen and
museum staff, entertainment and
variety of delicious commercial
foods.  Each year merit awards
are presented for outstanding
works. Children  can do crafts,
face painting, model trains, pet-
ting zoo, train rides, bouncy cas-
tle, climbing wall and more
entertainment.  Volunteers need-
ed.
Cost for Admission:  $9 Adults,
$7 Seniors (60 and over) $3
Children (under 12). Admission
cash only please. Parking in
front of Fair is $2 and free off
Cherry
Advance Tickets are available at
the Pink Palace Box Office at
discounted prices. (Mon.-Sat.
9am-4pm, Sun. 12pm-4pm)

Name of Event: Harry Potter
Scavenger Hunt and Movie
Combo
Dates:  Saturday, October 28,
2017, 2-4pm Scavenger Hunt,
4pm movie
Location: Pink Palace Museum
and CTI 3D Giant Theater at the
Pink Palace Museum, 3050
Central Avenue Memphis TN
38111
Description: The Pink Palace is
Harry’s home away from
Hogwarts. There are Potter-
pieces all over the Pink Palace.
Join us for a movie (Deathly

Hallows part 2) and an enchant-
ing scavenger hunt through the
Pink Palace Museum. Search for
items straight from the pages of
Harry Potter. Magic awaits, buy
your ticket today! Price: $15.00
all ages

PINK PALACE MUSEUM

Name of Event: LeMoyne-
Owen College: A Beacon of
Hope
Dates: Now through February
24, 2018
Location: Connections Exhibit
Gallery, Pink Palace Museum,
3050 Central Ave.  Memphis,
TN   38111
Hours: Museum open Monday –
Saturday, 9am-5pm and Sunday,
12noon to 5pm
Price: $12.75 Adults, $12.25
Seniors, $9 Children, Under 3
free
Description: LeMoyne-Owen
College has been a central insti-
tution in Memphis since its
founding in 1871 as the
LeMoyne Normal and
Commercial School. Over the
years the college has educated
generations of teachers, profes-
sionals and public servants. This
exhibit will explore LeMoyne-
Owen’s unique past as a histori-
cally black college (HBCU) as
well as a vital part of the
Memphis community by consid-
ering the institution’s academics
and athletics, students’ participa-
tion in the city’s civil rights
movement, and the impact of
notable alumni.

SHARPE PLANETARIUM

Name of Event: We Are Aliens
Dates: September 9 through
November 30
Location: AutoZone Dome at
the Sharpe Planetarium in the
Pink Palace Museum, 3050
Central Ave. Memphis, TN
38111
Time(s): Call the box office or
check our website for days,
dates and times. 
Appropriate Ages: All ages
Description: – Narrated by
Actor Rupert Grint from
Harry Potter. Earth. It’s now a
small world. The human race is
connected better and faster than

ever before but what about else-
where? Could we one day be
part of a galactic community
sharing our knowledge and
ideas? Or is Earth the only plan-
et with life? We Are Aliens!
takes you on an epic ride in the
hunt for the evidence of alien
life.
Price: $6-Child, $7-Senior, $8-
Adult
Name of Event: Sunstruck
Dates:Now through December
31
Location: AutoZone Dome at
the Sharpe Planetarium in the
Pink Palace Museum, 3050
Central Ave. Memphis, TN
38111
Time(s): Call the box office or
check the website for days, dates
and times. 
Appropriate Ages: All ages
Description: – Having just
experienced a Solar Eclipse
(August 21, 2017), this program
explores our nearest star in all its
glory. 
Price: $6-Child, $7-Senior, $8-
Adult

Name of Event: Autumn
Seasonal Stargazing
Dates: 9/23/17- 12/21/17
Location: AutoZone Dome at
the Sharpe Planetarium in the
Pink Palace Museum, 3050
Central Ave. Memphis, TN
38111
Appropriate Ages: All ages
Description: In Seasonal
Stargazing will help visitors find
out more about “what’s up
tonight” in just a few minutes
than some people do in a life-
time! Hop through constella-
tions, learn cool star names, and
groove to planetarium space
music in this full-dome audiovi-
sual experience. 
Price: $6-Child, $7-Senior, $8-
Adult

Name of Event: One World,
One Sky: Big Bird’s
Adventure
Dates: January 30, 2016 – until
further notice
Location: AutoZone Dome at
the Sharpe Planetarium in the
Pink Palace Museum, 3050 

The King of Rock’n Roll Elvis Presley is shown here with his one-time unaffordable
grand piano. When Elvis reached the height of the rock ‘n roll kingdom, he bought his
beloved piano.  Fans will get a chance to see this Elvis prized possession during the holi-
days. See  story on entertainment page 2. (Photo/Courtesy: Elvis Presley Enterprises/Graceland)

"I am thankful to be partnering
with the American Cancer
Society to help save lives
against this horrible disease.
It's especially important for me
to give some love to my commu-
nity and do what I can to help,"
Offset says.  Offset's mother,
Latabia Woodward, an
American Cancer Society sup-
porter and volunteer for over a
decade, is proud of her son.
"Losing a loved one to cancer is
devastating, and we need to
continue to help educate our
communities ...”

Please see ent. page 4

A review of ‘Released’ on OWN
from ent. page 3  See related story on ent. page 1

phones off and listen and watch
this documentary for all eight
episodes. That’s not too much to
ask, is it? Even though
“Released” deals with African
American former prisoners, it
relates to any race, color, or
creed simply because it deals
with “family” at its principal
core. These people’s behavior
has destroyed their families in
some form, and their trying to
put the pieces back together is
hard and unpredictable, some-
times with painful consequences
and mixed results. 
Yes, it is understandable why

“Released” chose to portray
solely African American former
inmates, because the Black
prison population has grown and
remains a hot topic and concern
in a 21st Century America. A
2014 Bureau of Justice Statistics
Report asserted the following
‘fact’: “Five years after release
from prison, black offenders had
the highest recidivism rate (81
percent), compared to Hispanics
(75 percent) and white (73 per-
cent) offenders.”  All of these
are horrific stats.
It doesn’t take a rocket scientist

to figure out that the African
American community cannot
and must not continue to tolerate
this level of incarceration with-
out incurring detrimental conse-
quences which will push this
ethnic group into socio-econom-
ic genocide. 
Even though those who pro-

duced, wrote, and followed
these former inmates wanted to
portray the former inmates’ per-
sonal stories, they in fact pre-
sented layers of societal, eco-
nomic, and individual conse-
quences which have long gone
unanswered. As a newspaper, we
have written about some after-
prison rehab programs which
end up being too little and too
late to help alleviate real indi-
vidual and familial problems
because these programs lack
funding and most of all a seri-
ousness on behalf of society-at-
large. This is one reason why
this documentary series should
be utilized not just as a televi-
sion event but as a legitimate
study to complement criminolo-
gy courses, family counseling,
and ministry programs.
If this first hour of “Released” is
indicative of what’s to come, it
is worth the watch and most cer-
tainly worth the production to
serve as the beginning of a lon-
gitudinal complement study to
prison reform and preventive-

imprisonment measurements.
Am I being too dramatic in
asserting that such a documen-
tary should be utilized as a legit-
imate preventive tool? Why?
Because the documentary only
follows three former inmates’
individual narratives?  Lest we
forget, it is the individual which
comprises the group—A family.
A neighborhood. A city.
To reiterate, it is indeed the per-
sonal narratives that set
“Released” apart from the usual
documentary on incarceration.
For those who serve in prison
ministry and for those who have
family and loved ones being
released, we highly recommend
this docu-series. It will automat-
ically prompt discussion, an
honest discussion on where real
prison reform should start: In the
family and extended family.
“Released” can also serve as an
assignment in any college crimi-
nology course, because of that
90-day foundation used as a
timeline. One is curious how
each of these newly released
will end up. And whichever way
each one does, it will be his or
her final decision and final con-
sequence which can affect us all.

“Released” premieres on
Saturday, September 30, on
OWN: Oprah Winfrey Network
at 8:00 p.m. CT. (Check your
local cable and satellite network
for channel designation)

If this first hour of
“Released” is indicative of
what’s to come, it is worth
the watch and most certainly
worth the production to serve
as the beginning of a longitu-
dinal complement study to
prison reform and preven-
tive-imprisonment measure-
ments. 


