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Launched in 1964, the Mississippi Freedom Schools were designed
to counteract segregationist policies that inhibited opportunities
for black youth. Providing quality, progressive education, they
prepared African American students to fight on all fronts for
freedom.

These and similar schools were critical to expanding the gains of
the Civil Rights Movement. Forming an intimate network, they
taught students how, when, and where to engage politically, shap-
ing activists who trained others to contest inequality. Conducting
dozens of interviews and consulting rich archival materials, Jon N.
Hale weaves a social history of the Mississippi Freedom Schools
from the perspective of former students and teachers. Having
turned their training into decades of activism, these individuals
speak invaluably on the ideologies that informed their practice
and the effectiveness of their locally organized, widely transmit-
ted curriculum. They also offer key strategies for further integrat-
ing the American school system and politically engaging today’s
youth.
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“Hale’s work hits the mark! It is accurate and timely in
refocusing our attention on the profound power of African
American youth and education. The activists and young
learners who made the Freedom Schools possible have
greatly gone unsung until this point. In the midst of immi-
nent danger, they learned and experienced democracy while
illustrating the efficacy of community participation in educa-
tion. Hale rightly places them in the forefront of the struggle
for freedom. At this moment, this book reminds us those who
saved the nation’s soul.”

—Stefan Bradley, Associate Professor of History and Director
of African American Studies at Saint Louis University

“Jon Hale’s groundbreaking examination of SNCC’s tire-
less efforts to provide free educational opportunities
for Mississippi’s African American children is an often
overlooked, but instrumental component of Mississippi
Freedom Summer. The Freedom Schools: Student Activists
in the Mississippi Civil Rights Movement offers a greater
understanding of their lasting legacy and the profound
impact of the Freedom Schools on Mississippi’s black stu-
dents as they later engaged in boycotts and school walk-
outs, thus influencing public school desegregation efforts
and the Civil Rights Movement in Mississippi.”

—Matthew Pinsker, author of Lincoln’s Sanctuary: Abraham
Lincoln and the Soldiers’ Home

Ms. Tubman on $20 Bill
from front page

Memphis is focus of ‘Greenleaf’, new drama
series on OWN: Oprah Winfrey Network

Ms. Tubman stands for, which is
freedom. This brave woman
deserves to be placed on the
Twenty Dollar Bill as a
‘Founding Mother’ of America’s
democracy.”

“Though the name
Underground Railroad first
appeared in the early 1830s
(with the advent of the new
transportation system by rail),
the secret networks to freedom
had been in operation long
before then,” writes Dr. Larson.
“Slaves had been running away
from their masters since
Africans were forcibly brought
to the colonies in the early
1600’s. By the end of the eigh-
teenth century, however, a more
organized system had started to
take shape, one that provided
some measure of support to run-
aways finding their way to free-
dom. Runaways found assis-
tance in Maroon and Native
American communities, in a few
states in the North that ended

slavery within their borders in
the years after the Revolution,
and even among some groups in
the South opposed to slavery.
The Underground Railroad, as
this organized system eventually
came to be called, has long been
shrouded in mysteries and
myths, many of which date back
to the time when the system was
a reality.”
A bonus in the book is a gallery
of rare photos of Harriet
Tubman, her friends, and family
from the early 1900’s.

“Harriet Tubman’s Civil War
started years before the first
shots were fired on Fort Sumter
in South Carolina in April 1861.
Some might argue that it began
with her first defiant act as a
salve: running away at the age of
six to avoid a whipping when
she was caught taking a lump of
sugar. But it was Tubman’s bat-
tles to claim liberty for scores of
friends and relatives that marked
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The much-talked about
“Greenleaf” series will debut in
a two-night premiere Tuesday,
June 21 at 10 p.m ET/PT and
Wednesday, June 22 at 9 p.m.
and 10 p.m. ET/PT. Check cable
and satellite networks for chan-
nel designation.
The series will regularly air on

Wednesdays at 10 p.m. ET/PT
The new original drama series
“Greenleaf” from award-win-
ning writer/producer Craig
Wright (“Lost,” “Six Feet
Under,” “Brothers and Sisters”)
takes viewers into the unscrupu-
lous world of the Greenleaf fam-
ily and their sprawling Memphis
megachurch, where scandalous
secrets and lies are as numerous
as the faithful. Born of the
church, the Greenleaf family
love and care for each other, but
beneath the surface lies a den of
iniquity -- greed, adultery, sib-
ling rivalry and conflicting val-
ues -- that threatens to tear
apart the very core of their faith
that holds them together.
“Greenleaf” stars Merle
Dandridge (“The Night Shift”)
as Grace Greenleaf;; Keith
David (“Community”) as
Bishop James Greenleaf; Lynn

Whitfield (“The Josephine
Baker Story”) as Lady Mae
Greenleaf;; Kim Hawthorne
(“Rake”) as Kerissa Greenleaf;;
Lamman Rucker (“Meet the
Browns”) as Jacob Greenleaf;;
Tye White (“The People v. O.J.
Simpson: American Crime

Story”) as Kevin Satterlee;;
Deborah Joy Winans
(“Whitney”) as Charity
Greenleaf Satterlee;; Desiree
Ross (“Falling Skies”) as
Sophia; and Oprah Winfrey
(“Selma”) in a recurring role as
Mavis McCready.

Tuesday, June 21 (10 p.m. – 11
p.m. ET/PT) Episode: A Time to
Heal
In the series premiere, directed

by executive producer Clement
Virgo (“The Book of Negroes”),

Oprah Winfrey (left) as Mavis McCready and Lynn Whitfield as Lady Mae Greenleaf
don’t see eye to eye on premiere of Greenleaf (Photo/Courtesy of OWN)

See additional Harriet Tubman articles in this edition

The Harriet Tubman Museum
seeks to raise funds to purchase
this classic sculpture by Fred
Ajanogha. (See full story on
page 5 of this Juneteenth edi-
tion) and detour to www.tub-
manmuseum.com or call  478-
743-8544.

Ajanogha’s work is currently
on display at such institutions as
H a r t s f i e l d - J a c k s o n
International Airport, Apex
Museum, Clark Atlanta
University and Southern
University Museum of Art.
Other works are in the private
collection of former President
Jimmy and Mrs. Rosalynn
Carter and the home of poet
Maya Angelou.

 

Harriet Tubman Museum needs
support to purchase sculpture of

‘Underground Railroad
Conductor’ by Fred Ajanogha

Ms. Harriet Tubman sculp-
ture by Fred Ajanogha. See
full story on page 6.

History is served: Dinner
fundraiser for the James
Hemings Foundation 
NEW YORK, June 9, 2016
/PRNewswire/ -- American culi-
nary history will be recognized
at the James Beard House in
New York City on June 21, 2016
at 7 PM. In collaboration with
the James Beard Foundation, a
diverse and award-winning
group of U.S. chefs, beverage
experts and historians will come
together in culinary homage to
James Hemings, America's first
Chef de Cuisine.
http://www.jamesbeard.org/even
ts/hamilton-jefferson-hemings

The menu will be a modern
reinterpretation of the multi-
course, technologically chal-
lenging "The Room Where it
Happened" dinner held on June
20, 1790.  Some featured menu
selections include: Applewood-
Smoked Foie Gras, Gulf Coast

Blue Crab Beignet, Stuffed
Capon Breast, and Bouef a la
Mode.
Participating chefs include:
James Beard award-winner John
Besh, Tiffany Derry, Darryl
Harmon, Dana Herbert, Therese
Nelson, and Hemings
Foundation founder, Ashbell
McElveen.  Heather Johnston is
the wine director. Food historian
and founding member Tonya
Hopkins will provide context to
the dining experience. 
Diners will be greeted at the
townhouse door with a historic
whiff of aromatic artistry from
The Institute of Art and
Olfaction. 

Izabela Wojcik, Director of
House Programming for the
James Beard Foundation, says:
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