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The history of Black History
By Vernon E. Ash,* 

Senior Reporter and Columnist
for the

The Mid-South Tribune
and the  

Black Information Highway 

So that the contributions of
African Americans would be
properly represented and
observed, the first observance of
Negro History Week was spear-
headed in 1926 by the “Father of
Black History,” Dr. Carter G.
Woodson.  Dr. Woodson is the
author of the popular book, “The
Mis-Education of the Negro,”
published in 1933 and still
viewed today as an important
source and guidebook on the
behavior and mental condition
of African Americans. He was
born in 1875 and died in 1950. 
Other African Americans who
supported Dr. Woodson’s idea
collaborated with the black his-
tory scholar to choose the sec-

ond week of February as the
week to observe the special
Negro History Week. This
month and week were selected
because it is the week of the
birthdays of Frederick Douglass
and Abraham Lincoln, both
highly respected at the time. 
In 1915, Dr. Woodson founded
the Association for the Study of
Negro Life and History
(ASNLH) and began publishing
The Journal of Negro History a
year later. In the October 1927
edition of the Journal, Dr.
Woodson wrote passionately
about the significance of observ-
ing Negro History Week. “The
celebration tends not to promote
propaganda, but to counteract it
by popularizing the truth. It is
not interested so much in Negro
History as it is in history influ-
enced by the Negro; for what the
world needs is not a history of
selected races or nations but the
history of the world void of

national bias, race hate, and reli-
gious prejudice,” Dr. Woodson
wrote. “There has been, there-
fore, no tendency to eulogize the
Negro, nor to abuse his enemies.
The aim has been to emphasize
important facts in the belief that
facts properly set forth will
speak for themselves.” With
the strong support of educators,
ministers and community lead-
ers around the nation, the first
Negro History Week proved to
be a tremendous success. Each
group and institution took
responsibility to initiate its own
programs and forums to fit their
particular needs in their local
communities.  The popular use
of the word “Negro” was
replaced in the 1960s with
“Black” and “Afro-American”.
This new trend also forced a
change in the name of the
ASNLH. During its 1972 con-
vention, delegates changed its
name to the Association for the

Study of Afro-American Life
and History (ASALH). Negro
History Week was then changed
to Black History Week.  During
the nation’s Bicentennial cele-
bration in 1976, the ASALH
joined the focus on American
history and decided to expand
the observance of Black History
Week to include the entire
month of February. This was
done to afford more time for
activities focusing on the broad
contributions of African
Americans to the rich history of
America and the world.  Black
History Month has survived sev-
eral decades and continues to
grow throughout the U.S. with a
variety of activities and com-
memorations that place the great
contributions of Africans (being
the original human creation) and
African Americans on center
stage.  This month in addition to
local community celebrations
and activities observing Black

History Month, numerous tele-
vision specials, movies, books,
magazine articles and other fea-
tures will focus on the “stolen
legacy” of Black History.            

*** 
*The late Vernon E. Ash served
as a Senior Reporter and Op/ED
contributor of The Mid-South
Tribune and Black Information
Highway staff. This article first
appeared in The Mid-South
Tribune in February 1996.
Listen to Interviews by Vernon
E. Ash on the Black History lane
on The Mid-South Tribune and
the Black Information Highway
at www.blackinformationhigh-
way.com. 

Celebrating our 21st Anniversary of Black History 

By Arelya J. Mitchell,
Publisher/Editor-in-Chief
The Mid-South Tribune

and the
Black Information Highway

“Slavery in the United States
was a slave-breeding system.
This story of national expansion
premised on the reproduction of
captive humans who were labor,
merchandise, and a collateral,
all at once, is horrific, and it’s
basic to the story of our develop-
ment as a nation.” –The
American Slave Coast: A
History of the Slave-Breeding
Industry

The above is an assessment of
what was known as the Peculiar
Society to explain away the
immorality that slaves were bred
like cattle in American society.
Jimmy the Greek, who lost his
job as a sports announcer, can

Shush! Slave breeding remains a hushed
up subject in American history; New
study pulls shameful blot into the open

By Victor Ochieng

financialjuneteenth.com

In this age and era, the power of
the media cannot be down-
played. It’s the core to passing
information and shaping peo-
ple’s opinions about issues. For
the African-American popula-
tion, there has been a wide-
spread outcry that content is
being doctored before being
aired with the sole purpose of
keeping them in mental captivi-
ty.
To add insult to injury, the Pew
Research Center report indicates
that the number of African-
American journalists attached to
U.S. daily newspapers has
slumped by a shocking 40%
since 1997, representing close to
1,200 drop. An MSR News arti-
cle also revealed that media
reporting, be it for broadcast,
print, or online, is highly domi-
nated by white males.
Jeff Chang couldn’t put it any

better. In his “Can’t Stop Won’t
Stop: A History of the Hip-Hop
Generation” print, he outlined
how the media was used to kill
hip-hop and switch the benefici-
aries of the hip hop culture in
favor of white businessmen. The
book details how hip-hop was
watered down through its com-
mercialization, turning the bril-
liant brains, who were admired
ambassadors, civil rights cam-
paigners, and teachers through
their music, into mere advertis-
ers. In the end, Blacks who were
in control of hip-hop were
pushed to the periphery, while
non-Black entrepreneurs took
control of the industry, albeit on
the background. In fact, you
never see these non-Blacks in
pressers or newspaper headlines,
but they’re completely in control
of the industry, and are particu-
larly gaining way more than the
Blacks who do the dirty work.
There are several media outlets
that have black audiences and
thus appear to be fully benefit-
ing the blacks, but unknown to
many, most of these outlets are
white-owned. Good examples
are Essence Magazine and The
Root.
Some historically black owned

newspapers such as the New
York Amsterdam News and the
Chicago Defender have been
struggling over the years, expe-
riencing poor circulation and
declining corporate advertising
revenue. Focusing on 2013 and
2014, a Pew Research Center
report entitled “The State of the
News Media” revealed how
badly these newspapers are
struggling in both print and dig-
ital spheres.
The same trend is true of Black

urban radio, which has experi-
enced a saddening decline over
the last 20 years. The documen-
tary “Disappearing Voices: The
Decline of Black Radio” does
well to highlight some of these
challenges. The
Telecommunications Act of

Black media
in crisis;

Black
journalists
down in

mainstream
press

probably rest easier now. Jimmy
brought up this fact that Blacks
were bred to be the equivalent of
prized stallions when he com-
mented on the size of African
American athletes.  On national
television, Jimmy the Greek had
dared to take the skeleton out of
the closet; therefore, he had to
be punished by both whites and
African Americans alike,
because slave breeding is as
much a taboo topic as was once
intermarriages between white
women and Black males. 
This is a hard book to read, not

because it is poorly written (Oh,
if it were only so! That would
make it easier to stomach.), but
because it delves so deeply into
a wound that won’t stop gushing
the blood of African Americans
who were multiplied on slave
breeding farms. Even the
‘Conductor’ of the Underground
Railroad, Harriet Tubman, was a
product of such a farm. 

As a side note: It is ‘peculiar’
how this nation has no problem
in recognizing the Jewish
Holocaust, but has gone into
systemic denial when it comes
to slave breeding. 
This sensitive, ground-breaking

book I am referring to is “The
American Slave Coast: A
History of the Slave-Breeding
Industry” (Publisher: Lawrence
Hill Books). Its husband and
wife authors are Ned and
Constance Sublette, Caucasians.
Need I use another pejorative
description which begs the ques-
tion: Why are white Americans
writing about slave breeding?
This is not a rhetorical question.
It demands an explanation,
which the Sublettes provide in
their introduction: “This book
describes an economy in which
people were capital, children
were interest, and women were
routinely violated. We have tried
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“No race that has anything to
contribute to the markets of the
world is long in any degree
ostracized.”     

Booker T. Washington, 1895


