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The history of Black History
By Vernon E. Ash,* 

Senior Reporter and Columnist
for the

The Mid-South Tribune
and the  

Black Information Highway 

So that the contributions of
African Americans would be
properly represented and
observed, the first observance of
Negro History Week was spear-
headed in 1926 by the “Father of
Black History,” Dr. Carter G.
Woodson.  Dr. Woodson is the
author of the popular book, “The
Mis-Education of the Negro,”
published in 1933 and still
viewed today as an important
source and guidebook on the
behavior and mental condition
of African Americans. He was
born in 1875 and died in 1950. 
Other African Americans who
supported Dr. Woodson’s idea
collaborated with the black his-
tory scholar to choose the sec-

ond week of February as the
week to observe the special
Negro History Week. This
month and week were selected
because it is the week of the
birthdays of Frederick Douglass
and Abraham Lincoln, both
highly respected at the time. 
In 1915, Dr. Woodson founded
the Association for the Study of
Negro Life and History
(ASNLH) and began publishing
The Journal of Negro History a
year later. In the October 1927
edition of the Journal, Dr.
Woodson wrote passionately
about the significance of observ-
ing Negro History Week. “The
celebration tends not to promote
propaganda, but to counteract it
by popularizing the truth. It is
not interested so much in Negro
History as it is in history influ-
enced by the Negro; for what the
world needs is not a history of
selected races or nations but the
history of the world void of

national bias, race hate, and reli-
gious prejudice,” Dr. Woodson
wrote. “There has been, there-
fore, no tendency to eulogize the
Negro, nor to abuse his enemies.
The aim has been to emphasize
important facts in the belief that
facts properly set forth will
speak for themselves.” With
the strong support of educators,
ministers and community lead-
ers around the nation, the first
Negro History Week proved to
be a tremendous success. Each
group and institution took
responsibility to initiate its own
programs and forums to fit their
particular needs in their local
communities.  The popular use
of the word “Negro” was
replaced in the 1960s with
“Black” and “Afro-American”.
This new trend also forced a
change in the name of the
ASNLH. During its 1972 con-
vention, delegates changed its
name to the Association for the

Study of Afro-American Life
and History (ASALH). Negro
History Week was then changed
to Black History Week.  During
the nation’s Bicentennial cele-
bration in 1976, the ASALH
joined the focus on American
history and decided to expand
the observance of Black History
Week to include the entire
month of February. This was
done to afford more time for
activities focusing on the broad
contributions of African
Americans to the rich history of
America and the world.  Black
History Month has survived sev-
eral decades and continues to
grow throughout the U.S. with a
variety of activities and com-
memorations that place the great
contributions of Africans (being
the original human creation) and
African Americans on center
stage.  This month in addition to
local community celebrations
and activities observing Black

History Month, numerous tele-
vision specials, movies, books,
magazine articles and other fea-
tures will focus on the “stolen
legacy” of Black History.            

*** 
*The late Vernon E. Ash served
as a Senior Reporter and Op/ED
contributor of The Mid-South
Tribune and Black Information
Highway staff. This article first
appeared in The Mid-South
Tribune in February 1996.
Listen to Interviews by Vernon
E. Ash on the Black History lane
on The Mid-South Tribune and
the Black Information Highway
at www.blackinformationhigh-
way.com. 

Celebrating our 21st Anniversary of Black History 

By Arelya J. Mitchell,
Publisher/Editor-in-Chief
The Mid-South Tribune

and the
Black Information Highway

“Slavery in the United States
was a slave-breeding system.
This story of national expansion
premised on the reproduction of
captive humans who were labor,
merchandise, and a collateral,
all at once, is horrific, and it’s
basic to the story of our develop-
ment as a nation.” –The
American Slave Coast: A
History of the Slave-Breeding
Industry

The above is an assessment of
what was known as the Peculiar
Society to explain away the
immorality that slaves were bred
like cattle in American society.
Jimmy the Greek, who lost his
job as a sports announcer, can

Shush! Slave breeding remains a hushed
up subject in American history; New
study pulls shameful blot into the open

By Victor Ochieng

financialjuneteenth.com

In this age and era, the power of
the media cannot be down-
played. It’s the core to passing
information and shaping peo-
ple’s opinions about issues. For
the African-American popula-
tion, there has been a wide-
spread outcry that content is
being doctored before being
aired with the sole purpose of
keeping them in mental captivi-
ty.
To add insult to injury, the Pew
Research Center report indicates
that the number of African-
American journalists attached to
U.S. daily newspapers has
slumped by a shocking 40%
since 1997, representing close to
1,200 drop. An MSR News arti-
cle also revealed that media
reporting, be it for broadcast,
print, or online, is highly domi-
nated by white males.
Jeff Chang couldn’t put it any

better. In his “Can’t Stop Won’t
Stop: A History of the Hip-Hop
Generation” print, he outlined
how the media was used to kill
hip-hop and switch the benefici-
aries of the hip hop culture in
favor of white businessmen. The
book details how hip-hop was
watered down through its com-
mercialization, turning the bril-
liant brains, who were admired
ambassadors, civil rights cam-
paigners, and teachers through
their music, into mere advertis-
ers. In the end, Blacks who were
in control of hip-hop were
pushed to the periphery, while
non-Black entrepreneurs took
control of the industry, albeit on
the background. In fact, you
never see these non-Blacks in
pressers or newspaper headlines,
but they’re completely in control
of the industry, and are particu-
larly gaining way more than the
Blacks who do the dirty work.
There are several media outlets
that have black audiences and
thus appear to be fully benefit-
ing the blacks, but unknown to
many, most of these outlets are
white-owned. Good examples
are Essence Magazine and The
Root.
Some historically black owned

newspapers such as the New
York Amsterdam News and the
Chicago Defender have been
struggling over the years, expe-
riencing poor circulation and
declining corporate advertising
revenue. Focusing on 2013 and
2014, a Pew Research Center
report entitled “The State of the
News Media” revealed how
badly these newspapers are
struggling in both print and dig-
ital spheres.
The same trend is true of Black

urban radio, which has experi-
enced a saddening decline over
the last 20 years. The documen-
tary “Disappearing Voices: The
Decline of Black Radio” does
well to highlight some of these
challenges. The
Telecommunications Act of

Black media
in crisis;

Black
journalists
down in

mainstream
press

probably rest easier now. Jimmy
brought up this fact that Blacks
were bred to be the equivalent of
prized stallions when he com-
mented on the size of African
American athletes.  On national
television, Jimmy the Greek had
dared to take the skeleton out of
the closet; therefore, he had to
be punished by both whites and
African Americans alike,
because slave breeding is as
much a taboo topic as was once
intermarriages between white
women and Black males. 
This is a hard book to read, not

because it is poorly written (Oh,
if it were only so! That would
make it easier to stomach.), but
because it delves so deeply into
a wound that won’t stop gushing
the blood of African Americans
who were multiplied on slave
breeding farms. Even the
‘Conductor’ of the Underground
Railroad, Harriet Tubman, was a
product of such a farm. 

As a side note: It is ‘peculiar’
how this nation has no problem
in recognizing the Jewish
Holocaust, but has gone into
systemic denial when it comes
to slave breeding. 
This sensitive, ground-breaking

book I am referring to is “The
American Slave Coast: A
History of the Slave-Breeding
Industry” (Publisher: Lawrence
Hill Books). Its husband and
wife authors are Ned and
Constance Sublette, Caucasians.
Need I use another pejorative
description which begs the ques-
tion: Why are white Americans
writing about slave breeding?
This is not a rhetorical question.
It demands an explanation,
which the Sublettes provide in
their introduction: “This book
describes an economy in which
people were capital, children
were interest, and women were
routinely violated. We have tried

Please see page 8

“No race that has anything to
contribute to the markets of the
world is long in any degree
ostracized.”     

Booker T. Washington, 1895
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DALLAS, Jan. 19, 2016
/PRNewswire/ -- AT&T* cele-
brates acclaimed actress, writer
and activist Ruby Dee along
with past and current black trail-
blazers with this year's AT&T 28
Days throughout the month of
February. The program spot-
lights pivotal figures and
moments during Black History
Month.
AT&T 28 Days will honor those
whose achievements uplift the
community – from popular
artists and ambassadors, to col-
lege presidents and business
leaders.

Dee began her career as an
employee for an AT&T legacy
company in 1943. She spent her
days soldering wires on an
assembly line at and repairing
panels during WWII. Over the
years, she turned to her passions:
acting and activism. Her story
serves as an inspiration to many.
We've teamed up with leaders in
business and entertainment to
share their stories and advice.
Find these inspiring stories and
more in a series of videos and
articles on AT&T 28 Days. Paul
Brunson, matchmaker and rela-
tionship coach, believes the key
to inspiring others is listening.
"Listening is critically analyzing
what you're hearing and then
acting on it," said Brunson.
Hear from other leaders in the
community:
•Rey Ramsey, managing partner,
Next Sector Capital

Washington, DC – Black
Americans for a Better Future
(BAFBF) announces its Fourth
Annual “Black Republican
Trailblazer Awards
Luncheon™” to be held at The
Willard Intercontinental Hotel,
1401 Pennsylvania Avenue NW,
on Sunday, February 14, 2016 at
12 Noon. 

This year’s Black Republican
Trailblazer Awards Luncheon
will recognize and honor a great
list of individuals who have
truly made a significant impact
within America and the
Republican Party. 

The Black Republican
Trailblazer Awardees for 2016
include:

•Jennifer Carroll – Former
Florida Lieutenant Governor
• Ambassador Harold E. Doley,
Jr. – Trailblazing financier
• James “Jimmy” Jones –
Legendary ABA/NBA
Basketball Player
•  Fred D. McClure – CEO of
the George H.W. Bush
Presidential Library
•Allegra McCullough –
Professor, Webster University
Graduate School
•Robert L. Woodson, Sr. –
Founder & President, Center for

AT&T 28 Days big event
pays homage to past and
present Black trailblazers

•Angela Baskerville, vice presi-
dent-technology development,
AT&T
•Dr. Wayne A.I. Frederick,
president, Howard University
•Ambassador Andrew Young,
chair, Andrew Young
Foundation

Check out Moments that Matter
for behind-the-scenes photos
from pivotal events. See a new
moment each week during
February. We will also highlight
3 groups that support the com-
munity: National Action
Network, U.S. Black Chambers
Inc., and the National Urban
League.

"We're proud to support the
extraordinary efforts and
achievements of all of the com-
munities we serve. We feel
much excitement about the
unfolding history around us,"
said Jennifer L. Jones, vice pres-
ident, AT&T Mobility and
Diverse Markets.

Moments that Matter aren't just
in the past. Share your moments
on social media and become part
of history in the making. Join in
by sharing original photos of
key personal moments on
Instagram and Twitter using
#att28days. Top moments will
have a chance to win prizes.
Visit 28 Days and the AT&T
Newsroom to learn more.
*AT&T products and services
are provided or offered by sub-
sidiaries and affiliates of AT&T
Inc. under the AT&T brand and
not by AT&T Inc.

AT&T Inc. (NYSE: T) helps
millions around the globe con-
nect with leading entertainment,
mobile, high speed Internet and
voice services. We're the world's
largest provider of pay TV. We
have TV customers in the U.S.
and 11 Latin American coun-
tries. We offer the best global
coverage of any U.S. wireless
provider*. And we help busi-
nesses worldwide serve their
customers better with our mobil-
ity and highly secure cloud solu-
tions.

Additional information about
AT&T products and services is
available at http://about.att.com.
Follow our news on Twitter at
@ATT, on Facebook at
http://www.facebook.com/att
and YouTube at
http://www.youtube.com/att.

Black Americans for a
Better Future  holds
its Black Republican
Trailblazer Awards

Neighborhood Enterprise

Several of this year’s honorees
have personal stories to share
about the Reverend Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. that have never
been told publicly; one of the
honorees has built a career on
working around danger; another
one of the honorees is a true
Southern Bell, while another is a
true Caribbean queen.

The goal of this PAC will be to
counter those liberal organiza-
tions that receive an inordinate
amount of media attention and
to present a counter narrative to
messages given by organizations
such as; The People for the
American Way, National
Council of La Raza, and the
Center for American Progress.

The “Black Americans for a
Better Future” is a 527 Political
Action Committee (PAC) found-
ed by longtime Republican
political operative, syndicated
newspaper columnist and author
Raynard Jackson.  
This PAC is the first and only

527 dedicated to attracting
African-Americans to the
Republican Party.  It’s immedi-
ate focus however, is primarily
on the African-American entre-
preneur.

Do You Know
This About 

Black History?
Anheuser-Busch Breweries

and Teamsters Union allow
African Americas to apply for
union jobs at Anheuser-Busch in
1958.
Harriet Tubman is known as

the “Moses” of her people. She
was the ‘conductor’ of the
Underground Railroad, which
freed hundreds of slaves. 

Monrovia is named after
President Monroe. It was found-
ed in 1822 and is he capital of
Liberia. 

Nelson Mandela became the
first Black president of South
Africa on May 10, 1994. 
Bessie Coleman was the first

African American woman to fly
a plane. 

The Black Codes made it
against the law to teach a slave
to read and write. 

Thurgood Marshall was the
first African American to serve
on the Supreme South from
1967 to 1991. 

In 1952, Charlotta Spears
Bass was the first Africa
American woman to run for vice
president on the Progressive
Party ticket. 

Benjamin Banneker was an
African American mathemati-
cian who was on a team that
planned Washington, D.C.
Filmmaker Oscar Micheaux is

born on January 22, 1884. 
Ray Charles’ “I Can’t Stop

Loving You” stays on at top of
Billboard charts for 100 straight
weeks in 1962. 
In 1964, Sidney Poitier becomes
the first African American male
to receive an Oscar. He gets it
for his performance in “Lilies of
the Field”. 

“Dee began her career as
an employee for an AT&T
legacy company in 1943.
She spent her days solder-
ing wires on an assembly
line at and repairing pan-
els during WWII. Over the
years, she turned to her
passions: acting and
activism. Her story serves
as an inspiration to
many.”

Black political history
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video
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PROFILE: Ida B. Wells, Black publisher, editor, and fighter for justice
By William Larsha, Sr.*,

Senior Political Analyst 
and Columnist

The Mid-South Tribune
And the Black Information

Highway
www.

blackinformationhighway.com

In 1884, a 22-year-old Black
female on her way to a new
teaching job boarded a Memphis
train hading to Woodstock,
Tennessee. Having a first class
ticket, she sat in a first class car.
The conductor informed her that
she must sit in the car reserved
for the colored folk. When she
refused to move, the conductor
with the help of two white men
threw her off the train.
Thus a star was born: Ida Bell

Wells (‘Barnett’ would later be
her married name), a journalist,
a civil righter whose civic
activism led her to be known in
the western world as an anti-
lynching crusader. Her career as
an African American journalist
spanned through more than 40
years.
Wells sued the railroad for the

incident in 1884 and the court
awarded her $500. But the victo-
ry was short lived. A State

Supreme Court reversed the rul-
ing of the lower court and Wells
was assessed $200.
Ida Bell Wells was born on July

16, 1862 in Holly Springs,
Mississippi. She was the eldest
of eight children. Her father Jim
Wells, the son of a white master
and a slave woman—was a
trained and apprenticed carpen-
ter to a white contractor in Holly
Springs. Jim Wells met Lizzie
Warrenton who was the cook at
the plantation where he worked.

They were married and
after the civil war Jim Wells
moved his family from the plan-
tation to be close to down Holly
Springs. His skill as a carpenter
enabled him to provide for his
family a comfortable living. He
believed in education and sent
his children to school at early
ages as possible. Ida B. attended
small schools first and then
Shaw University in Holly
Springs, a school that had been
established by the Freedman’s
Aid Society in 1866 and later
was renamed Rust College
(which is still exists today as
one of the oldest African
America colleges in the nation,
and is considered a Historical
Black College).
Life in the Wells family greatly

changed in 1878. A Yellow
Fever struck Holly Springs,
killing her mother Lizzie, father
Jim, and a 10-month-old brother.

Thus at 16, Ida B. took over the
responsibility of caring for the
remaining children. She quit
school. Her training at Shaw
(Now known as Rust College)
enabled her to pass the teachers’
exam and take on employment
in the county school system at
$25 a month.
When the second trial of Wells

versus the Chesapeake & Ohio
Railroad was held in 1887, Ida
B.  was already teaching school
in Memphis. Her career in jour-
nalism also started early in her
teaching years. By 1785 she was
contributing to church newspa-
pers. She had taken over the edi-
torship of a weekly newspaper,
Living Ways, under the pen
name of “Iola”. And because of
her common sense writing style,
Wells’ popularity grew. And
over the years she contributed
articles to such local and nation-
al newspapers as the Memphis
Watchman, the New York Age,
and the Chicago Conservator.
In 1889, Wells bought interest

in the Memphis Free Speech and
Headlight and later became its
editor. At first, Wells and the
Memphis Free Speech was criti-
cal of the poor conditions of
school for Black children. To
Wells, inadequate buildings and
improperly trained teachers gave
Black children a mediocre edu-
cation. Both Black and White
citizens took issue with her, but
what cost Wells her job was an
article in which she pointed to
an affair between a prominent
White man and a Black female
teacher.
With no job, Wells turned to

making a livelihood in journal-
ism. She started promoting sub-
scriptions for the Free Speech.
Her popularity as a writer
enabled her to secure subscrip-
tions throughout the Mid-
South—Arkansas, Mississippi,
and Tennessee.

Wells’ crusade against the
lynching of Black males by
White mobs started in the spring
of 1892 when three Black busi-
nessmen were brutally mur-
dered. One story goes that a

competing White businessman
in a heavily Black populated
area accused three Black man-
agers of a thriving grocery store
of conspiracy. When armed

White men approached the store,
the grocers were prepared to
protect their business. Gun fire
broke out and several White men
were injured. And when several

Whites identified themselves as
law officers, the Black grocers
surrendered and taken to jail. In
the middle of the night a mob of

*Mr. William M. Larsha, Sr.,
was the late Senior Political
Analyst and Columnist for
The Mid-South Tribune and
Black Information Highway

Please see page 6
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2013 EDITORIAL REVISITED: In Support of Col. Charles
Young to be promoted posthumously; Black colonel was not
promoted because white soldiers would have had to salute him

Editorial: Posted July 26, 2013

Col. Charles Young
Denied by the Center for

Military History

By Arelya J. Mitchell,
Publisher/Editor-in-Chief
The Mid-South Tribune

and the 
Black Information Highway

www.
blackinformationhighway.com

Long before one president
could utter: “Ask not what your
country can do for you, but ask
what you can do for your coun-
try?” Charles Young had already
answered the call. Ironically,
Col. Charles Young, a legend in
his own time Buffalo soldier,
was medically discharged from
the United States Army in the
year John F. Kennedy was born,
1917.

He was proud to be called
Colonel Charles Young; he was
proud to serve his country, the
United States of America. No
one could question Charles
Young’s patriotism, and no one
could question that he deserved
to move up in the ranks. Until
now and by the Center for
Military History.

On January 22, 2013  the
National Coalition of Black
Veterans sent a very compelling
letter* to the nation’s first
African American President
requesting that Col. Charles
Young receive a presidential
proclamation that would bestow

on him the honorary rank of
Brigadier General. Written by
coalition chairman, Charles
Blatcher III who is also founder
of the National Minority
Military Museum Foundation,
and by the museum’s chairman,
Howard D. Jackson, this letter is
a literary masterpiece in Black
History and should be read by
every Black child and every
American child, for the fact that
Black History is American
History.

Apparently, personnel at the
Center for Military History can-
not read.
You see, the National Coalition

of Black Veterans was not ask-
ing anything out of the ordinary
concerning a presidential procla-
mation given posthumously to a
soldier, as Blatcher and Jackson
so movingly cited with monu-
mental facts in their letter.
Presidents Harry S Truman,
George H.W. Bush and Bill
Clinton had accorded posthu-
mously such proclamations and
honorary titles. 
However, the response to this

letter was so slow in coming that
the Coalition enlisted the aid of
Cong. Barbara Lee (D-CA) who
dispatched yet another letter to
the nation’s first Black
President, requesting that he
bestow the rank of Honorary
Brigadier General on a man who
had served his country for 32
years.

It was after Cong. Lee’s letter
that the Center for Military
History was charged with look-

ing into the matter. 
Fast forwarding:  The Center’s

response to the National
Coalition of  Black Veterans was
not only disrespectful but bor-
dered on a crass naïveté that is
repugnant in a 21st Century
America, representing the first
administration headed by an
African American President who
also serves as the nation’s
Commander-in-Chief. 
Herein is the response: “...
[W]hile Colonel Young did dis-
play exemplary conduct and
character and made significant
contributions to the national
defense, there is no evidence
that he ever performed duties
and responsibilities commensu-
rate with a Brigadier General.
Moreover, all evidence indicates
that Colonel Young was promot-
ed simultaneously with his peers
from West Point.”
One has to wonder what evi-
dence would that be for a Black
soldier who was only the third
African American to graduate
from a lily white West Point and
who had served his country from

1889 to 1922? One has to won-
der if the Center looked at the
‘facts’ that Col. Young did not
receive his promotion because
white soldiers did not want to be
‘subservient’ to a Black man.
One has to wonder if the Center
looked into the ‘politics’ of race
which used bogus medical
claims to  force Col. Young into
retirement after he requested to
be promoted to Brigadier
General. One has to wonder if
the Center investigated the white
officers who put in their requests
for transfers so they would not
have to serve under a Black
Brigadier General or a Black
anything for that matter. 

And we mustn’t forget the
hilarious line “…promoted
simultaneously with his peers
from West Point?” Do tell. 
The highly esteemed Center for
Military History expounds in
classic brush off: “It is worth
noting, however, that Colonel
Young's official records were
destroyed and that CMH has
determined it would be impossi-
ble to recreate them. The Army
is certainly willing to consider
any additional, substantive doc-
umentation regarding Colonel
Young's career that may support
a recommendation for honorary
promotion. Therefore, I ask that
you provide any additional doc-
umentation you may have --
such as official military records,
commendations, resumes, cur-
riculum vitae, etc. -- to allow a
complete characterization of
Colonel Young's service.”
To which Charles Blatcher III

Please see page 15

Below is our editorial from July 26, 2013. It is now 2016 and the National Coalition of Black Veterans has yet to
receive a promised call from the White House. In an effort to continue to get Col. Young promoted and honor him, 
a special event will be held at 11;00 a.m. on June 1, 2016 at 1350 Brush Row Road, Wilberforce, Ohio 45384. For
further information, contact The Colonel Charles Young Promotion Campaign at 510-467-9242 or email to 
CNMMMF@aol.com . 

justifiably responded in his letter
of July 8, 2013 to the nation’s
first Black President and
Commander-in-Chief: “Officers
were not allowed to command
white troops. Their promotion
opportunities were limited to the
needs of the 9th and 10th
Cavalries and the 24th and 25th
Infantry Regiments. There was
no place in the segregated armed
forces for a Black General or
full colonel. The date Charles
Young was promoted to full
colonel was the same day that he
was forced into medical retire-
ment from the United States
Army. We are certain the Center
for Military History is aware of
the facts of his service and of the
era. We request that you grant
the honorary promotion in the
name of historical redress and
social justice.”
Now, what part of these facts

cited above does the Center for
Military History need to trans-
late with the Rosetta Stone?
Why doesn’t the Center investi-
gate how the records were
destroyed? When were they
destroyed? After this man who
had served his country asked to
be promoted? And then to add
stupidity to injury and insult, the
Center had the audacity to ask
for more proof “to allow a com-
plete characterization of Col.
Young’s service.” Of course, the
Center for Military History is
aware of the times in which Col.
Young lived, but the Center has
invoked its SOBP—that is, its
Standard Operating Black

“However, the response to
this letter was so slow in
coming that the Coalition
enlisted the aid of Cong.
Barbara Lee (D-CA) who
dispatched yet another let-
ter to the nation’s first
Black President, request-
ing that he bestow the rank
of Honorary Brigadier
General on a man who
had served his country for
32 years.”

The legendary
Colonel Charles

Young:
Another look at
Black military

history
Editor’s Note: The article
below was originally pub-
lished in January 2014.

By Katy St. Clair
Special to

The Mid-South Tribune 
and the 

Black Information Highway

***
New information has come to

light linking legendary Buffalo
Soldier and United States
Colonel Charles Young to an
early fraternal organization
known as The Black Cats, or
Beta Kappa Sigma, a little
known but exemplary club for
men at Wilberforce University
in Ohio in the late 1800s.

Charles Young, America’s first
African-American colonel,
earned many honored titles in
his lifetime. Born to enslaved
parents in Kentucky in 1864,
Young went on to graduate from
West Point and then devoted his
life to proudly serving his coun-
try as a Buffalo Soldier. His acu-
men caused him to rise through
the military ranks, from Captain
to Major and Lt. Colonel, then
achieving the highest honor for a
black soldier at the time, full
Colonel, in 1918. In addition,
Young was the first black
Superintendent of a National
Park, California’s Sequoia
National Park. He also served as
a military attaché to Liberia and
Hispaniola. Along the way he
received many honors, including
the prestigious Spingarn Medal
from the NAACP and various
military medals.

The National Coalition of
Black Veterans has been work-
ing tirelessly to obtain for Col.
Young an honorary promotion to

Please see page 15
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By U.S. President
Barack Obama

Delivered on January 12,
2016 

United States Capitol
Washington, D.C. 

9:10 P.M. EST
Mr. Speaker, Mr. Vice

President, members of
Congress, my fellow Americans: 
Tonight marks the eighth year
that I’ve come here to report on
the State of the Union.  And for
this final one, I’m going to try to
make it a little shorter.
(Applause.)  I know some of you
are antsy to get back to Iowa.
(Laughter.)  I've been there.  I'll
be shaking hands afterwards if
you want some tips.  (Laughter.) 

And I understand that because
it’s an election season, expecta-
tions for what we will achieve
this year are low.  But, Mr.
Speaker, I appreciate the con-
structive approach that you and
the other leaders took at the end
of last year to pass a budget and
make tax cuts permanent for
working families.  So I hope we
can work together this year on
some bipartisan priorities like
criminal justice reform --
(applause) -- and helping people
who are battling prescription
drug abuse and heroin abuse.
(Applause.)  So, who knows, we
might surprise the cynics again. 

But tonight, I want to go easy
on the traditional list of propos-
als for the year ahead.  Don’t
worry, I’ve got plenty, from
helping students learn to write
computer code to personalizing
medical treatments for patients.
And I will keep pushing for
progress on the work that I
believe still needs to be done.
Fixing a broken immigration
system.  (Applause.)  Protecting
our kids from gun violence.
(Applause.)  Equal pay for equal
work.  (Applause.)  Paid leave.
(Applause.)  Raising the mini-
mum wage. (Applause.)  All
these things still matter to hard-
working families.  They’re still
the right thing to do.  And I
won't let up until they get done.

But for my final address to this
chamber, I don’t want to just talk
about next year.  I want to focus
on the next five years, the next
10 years, and beyond.  I want to
focus on our future.

We live in a time of extraordi-
nary change -- change that’s
reshaping the way we live, the
way we work, our planet, our
place in the world.  It’s change
that promises amazing medical
breakthroughs, but also econom-
ic disruptions that strain work-
ing families.  It promises educa-
tion for girls in the most remote
villages, but also connects ter-
rorists plotting an ocean away.
It’s change that can broaden
opportunity, or widen inequality.
And whether we like it or not,
the pace of this change will only
accelerate.
America has been through big

changes before -- wars and
depression, the influx of new

President Barack Obama delivers final
State of the Union Address to the nation

immigrants, workers fighting for
a fair deal, movements to
expand civil rights.  Each time,
there have been those who told
us to fear the future; who
claimed we could slam the
brakes on change; who promised
to restore past glory if we just
got some group or idea that was
threatening America under con-
trol.  And each time, we over-
came those fears.  We did not, in
the words of Lincoln, adhere to
the “dogmas of the quiet past.”
Instead we thought anew, and
acted anew.  We made change
work for us, always extending
America’s promise outward, to
the next frontier, to more people.
And because we did -- because
we saw opportunity where oth-
ers saw only peril -- we emerged
stronger and better than before.

What was true then can be true
now.  Our unique strengths as a
nation -- our optimism and work
ethic, our spirit of discovery, our
diversity, our commitment to
rule of law -- these things give
us everything we need to ensure
prosperity and security for gen-
erations to come. 
In fact, it’s in that spirit that we

have made progress these past
seven years.  That's how we
recovered from the worst eco-
nomic crisis in generations.
(Applause.)  That's how we
reformed our health care system,
and reinvented our energy sec-
tor.  (Applause.)  That's how we
delivered more care and benefits
to our troops coming home and
our veterans.  (Applause.) That's
how we secured the freedom in
every state to marry the person
we love.  (Applause.) 

But such progress is not
inevitable.  It’s the result of
choices we make together.  And
we face such choices right now.
Will we respond to the changes
of our time with fear, turning
inward as a nation, turning
against each other as a people?
Or will we face the future with
confidence in who we are, in
what we stand for, in the incred-
ible things that we can do
together?
So let’s talk about the future,

and four big questions that I
believe we as a country have to
answer -- regardless of who the
next President is, or who con-
trols the next Congress. 
First, how do we give everyone

a fair shot at opportunity and
security in this new economy?
(Applause.) 

Second, how do we make tech-
nology work for us, and not
against us -- especially when it
comes to solving urgent chal-
lenges like climate change?
(Applause.) 

Third, how do we keep
America safe and lead the world
without becoming its police-
man?  (Applause.) 
And finally, how can we make

our politics reflect what’s best in
us, and not what’s worst?
Let me start with the economy,

and a basic fact:  The United
States of America, right now, has
the strongest, most durable

economy in the world.
(Applause.)  We’re in the middle
of the longest streak of private
sector job creation in history.
(Applause.)  More than 14 mil-
lion new jobs, the strongest two
years of job growth since the
‘90s, an unemployment rate cut
in half.  Our auto industry just
had its best year ever.
(Applause.)  That's just part of a
manufacturing surge that's creat-
ed nearly 900,000 new jobs in
the past six years.  And we’ve
done all this while cutting our
deficits by almost three-quar-
ters.  (Applause.) 

Anyone claiming that
America’s economy is in decline
is peddling fiction.  (Applause.)
Now, what is true -- and the rea-
son that a lot of Americans feel
anxious -- is that the economy
has been changing in profound
ways, changes that started long
before the Great Recession hit;
changes that have not let up. 
Today, technology doesn’t just

replace jobs on the assembly
line, but any job where work can
be automated.  Companies in a
global economy can locate any-
where, and they face tougher
competition.  As a result, work-
ers have less leverage for a raise.
Companies have less loyalty to
their communities.  And more
and more wealth and income is
concentrated at the very top.
All these trends have squeezed

workers, even when they have
jobs; even when the economy is
growing.  It’s made it harder for
a hardworking family to pull
itself out of poverty, harder for
young people to start their
careers, tougher for workers to
retire when they want to.  And
although none of these trends
are unique to America, they do
offend our uniquely American
belief that everybody who works
hard should get a fair shot.

For the past seven years, our
goal has been a growing econo-
my that works also better for
everybody.  We’ve made
progress.  But we need to make
more.  And despite all the politi-
cal arguments that we’ve had
these past few years, there are
actually some areas where
Americans broadly agree.

We agree that real opportunity
requires every American to get
the education and training they
need to land a good-paying job.
The bipartisan reform of No

Child Left Behind was an
important start, and together,
we’ve increased early childhood
education, lifted high school
graduation rates to new highs,
boosted graduates in fields like
engineering.  In the coming
years, we should build on that
progress, by providing Pre-K for
all and -- (applause) -- offering
every student the hands-on com-
puter science and math classes
that make them job-ready on day
one.  We should recruit and sup-
port more great teachers for our
kids.  (Applause.) 

And we have to make college
affordable for every American.
(Applause.)  No hardworking
student should be stuck in the
red.  We’ve already reduced stu-
dent loan payments to 10 per-
cent of a borrower’s income.
And that's good.  But now,
we’ve actually got to cut the cost
of college.  (Applause.)
Providing two years of commu-
nity college at no cost for every
responsible student is one of the
best ways to do that, and I’m
going to keep fighting to get that
started this year.  (Applause.)
It's the right thing to do.
(Applause.) 

But a great education isn’t all
we need in this new economy.
We also need benefits and pro-
tections that provide a basic
measure of security.  It’s not too
much of a stretch to say that
some of the only people in
America who are going to work
the same job, in the same place,
with a health and retirement
package for 30 years are sitting
in this chamber.  (Laughter.)  For
everyone else, especially folks
in their 40s and 50s, saving for
retirement or bouncing back
from job loss has gotten a lot
tougher.  Americans understand
that at some point in their
careers, in this new economy,
they may have to retool and they
may have to retrain.  But they
shouldn’t lose what they’ve
already worked so hard to build
in the process. 
That’s why Social Security and

Medicare are more important
than ever.  We shouldn’t weaken
them; we should strengthen
them. (Applause.)  And for
Americans short of retirement,
basic benefits should be just as
mobile as everything else is
today.  That, by the way, is what
the Affordable Care Act is all
about.  It’s about filling the gaps
in employer-based care so that
when you lose a job, or you go
back to school, or you strike out
and launch that new business,
you’ll still have coverage.
Nearly 18 million people have
gained coverage so far.
(Applause.)  And in the process,
health care inflation has slowed.
And our businesses have created
jobs every single month since it
became law.
Now, I’m guessing we won’t

agree on health care anytime
soon.  (Applause.)  A little
applause right there.  Laughter.)
Just a guess.  But there should be
other ways parties can work

together to improve economic
security.  Say a hardworking
American loses his job -- we
shouldn’t just make sure that he
can get unemployment insur-
ance; we should make sure that
program encourages him to
retrain for a business that’s
ready to hire him.  If that new
job doesn’t pay as much, there
should be a system of wage
insurance in place so that he can
still pay his bills.  And even if
he’s going from job to job, he
should still be able to save for
retirement and take his savings
with him.  That’s the way we
make the new economy work
better for everybody.

I also know Speaker Ryan has
talked about his interest in tack-
ling poverty.  America is about
giving everybody willing to
work a chance, a hand up.  And
I’d welcome a serious discus-
sion about strategies we can all
support, like expanding tax cuts
for low-income workers who
don't have children.  (Applause.)  

But there are some areas where
we just have to be honest -- it
has been difficult to find agree-
ment over the last seven years.
And a lot of them fall under the
category of what role the gov-
ernment should play in making
sure the system’s not rigged in
favor of the wealthiest and
biggest corporations.
(Applause.) And it's an honest
disagreement, and the American
people have a choice to make.
I believe a thriving private sec-

tor is the lifeblood of our econo-
my.  I think there are outdated
regulations that need to be
changed.  There is red tape that
needs to be cut.  (Applause.)
There you go!  Yes!  (Applause
But after years now of record
corporate profits, working fami-
lies won’t get more opportunity
or bigger paychecks just by let-
ting big banks or big oil or
hedge funds make their own
rules at everybody else’s
expense.  (Applause.)  Middle-
class families are not going to
feel more secure because we
allowed attacks on collective
bargaining to go unanswered.
Food Stamp recipients did not
cause the financial crisis; reck-
lessness on Wall Street did.
(Applause.)  Immigrants aren’t
the principal reason wages
haven’t gone up; those decisions
are made in the boardrooms that
all too often put quarterly earn-
ings over long-term returns.  It’s
sure not the average family
watching tonight that avoids
paying taxes through offshore
accounts.  (Applause.)   

The point is, I believe that in
this In new economy, workers
and start-ups and small busi-
nesses need more of a voice, not
less.  The rules should work for
them.  (Applause.)  And I'm not
alone in this.  This year I plan to
lift up the many businesses
who’ve figured out that doing
right by their workers or their
customers or their communities
ends up being good for their

shareholders.  (Applause.)  And
I want to spread those best prac-
tices across America.  That's part
of a brighter future.  (Applause.) 
In fact, it turns out many of our

best corporate citizens are also
our most creative.  And this
brings me to the second big
question we as a country have to
answer:  How do we reignite
that spirit of innovation to meet
our biggest challenges?

Sixty years ago, when the
Russians beat us into space, we
didn’t deny Sputnik was up
there.  (Laughter.)  We didn’t
argue about the science, or
shrink our research and develop-
ment budget. We built a space
program almost overnight.  And
12 years later, we were walking
on the moon.  (Applause.)   

Now, that spirit of discovery is
in our DNA.  America is
Thomas Edison and the Wright
Brothers and George
Washington Carver.  America is
Grace Hopper and Katherine
Johnson and Sally Ride.
America is every immigrant and
entrepreneur from Boston to
Austin to Silicon Valley, racing
to shape a better world.
(Applause.)  That's who we are. 

And over the past seven years,
we’ve nurtured that spirit.
We’ve protected an open
Internet, and taken bold new
steps to get more students and
low-income Americans online.
(Applause.)  We’ve launched
next-generation manufacturing
hubs, and online tools that give
an entrepreneur everything he or
she needs to start a business in a
single day.  But we can do so
much more. 
Last year, Vice President Biden

said that with a new moonshot,
America can cure cancer.  Last
month, he worked with this
Congress to give scientists at the
National Institutes of Health the
strongest resources that they’ve
had in over a decade.
(Applause.)  So tonight, I’m
announcing a new national
effort to get it done.  And
because he’s gone to the mat for
all of us on so many issues over
the past 40 years, I’m putting
Joe in charge of Mission
Control.  (Applause.)  For the
loved ones we’ve all lost, for the
families that we can still save,
let’s make America the country
that cures cancer once and for
all.  (Applause.) 

Medical research is critical.
We need the same level of com-
mitment when it comes to devel-
oping clean energy sources.
(Applause.)  Look, if anybody
still wants to dispute the science
around climate change, have at
it.  You will be pretty lonely,
because you’ll be debating our
military, most of America’s busi-
ness leaders, the majority of the
American people, almost the
entire scientific community, and
200 nations around the world

Please see page  11

Pres. Barack Obama, the
first African American

president
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NEW YORK, Jan. 28, 2016
/PRNewswire/ -- Sprout,
NBCUniversal Cable
Entertainment's 24-hour pre-
school network, teamed up with
NBC News' Peacock
Productions to produce a series
of vignettes that celebrate Black
History Month. "Weekend
TODAY" news anchor Sheinelle
Jones will narrate each segment
celebrating an African American
from recent history along with a
young person making an impact
on society today.

Debuting on February 1, the
vignettes will run continuously
throughout the month on Sprout.
Jones will appear on Sprout's
live daily morning show "Sunny
Side Up" that day to kick off the
celebration and introduce the
first vignette. A new vignette as
well as a live interview with the
young person featured will
debut every Monday in February
on "Sunny Side Up." The seg-
ments will encourage a two-way
dialogue with parents and
preschoolers as they celebrate
both Black History Month over-
all as well as extraordinary indi-
viduals within the black commu-
nity.
"As a mother of three, I know it

is tremendously important to
educate children about history at

Profile: Ida B. Wells, editor, publisher,
and fighter for justice
from page 3
white men took the Blacks out
of jail, shot and hung them.

The version of events
reported by white newspapers
on the killing of the Black busi-
nessmen did not set well with
Wells. So she printed her own
analysis of the situation. To
Wells, the stories of the Black
businessmen reported in white
newspapers were filled with lies
to justify the lynching of Black
males.

Wells also wrote an editorial
attacking the purity of white
women and suggested that it was
possible for white females to be
attracted to Black men.

The white community in
Memphis was infuriated with
Wells’ suggestion. Her life was
threatened. Fortunately, Wells
attending the 1892 African
Methodist Episcopal Church
(AME) General Conference in
Philadelphia. For her safety,
Wells did not return to
Memphis. Instead, she went to
New York City. There, she
accepted one-third ownership of
the famous New York Age news-
paper, owned by the noted T.

Thomas Fortune.
As a journalist, one of Wells’

most electrifying feature stories
came in October of 1892
Southern Horrors: Lynch Laws,
In All Its Phases. This report
gave her a big audience. She

began lecturing in northern
cities, stating her reasons for the
lynching of Blacks. She jour-
neyed to England in 1893 and
again in 1984. She spent several
months each time, exposing
lynching and other crimes
against Blacks in America.
Wells continued her anti-lynch-

ing campaign, investigating
many cases, and in 1895 pub-
lished The Red Record. In that
report, Wells found that many
Blacks lynched for raping a
white woman were not rapists—
the sex was consensual. She
reported that the majority of jus-
tifications for lynching Blacks
ranged form charges of sassiness
or being drunk to stealing and
murder.
In June of 1895, Wells married

Ferdinand Lee Barnett, founder
of the Conservator, Chicago’s
first Black-owned newspaper.

“In 1889, Wells bought
interest in the Memphis
Free Speech and
Headlight and later
became its editor. At first,
Wells and the Memphis
Free Speech was critical
of the poor conditions of
school for Black children.
To Wells, inadequate
buildings and improperly
trained teachers gave
Black children a mediocre
education. Both Black and
White citizens took issue
with her, but what cost
Wells her job was an arti-
cle in which she pointed to
an affair between a promi-
nent White man and a
Black female teacher.”

‘Sprout’ celebrates Black History Month with
a series of inspirational vignettes featuring
historical figures and kids who make impact 

“Sprout will show its
viewers the stories of four
extraordinary young peo-
ple who are already mak-
ing history by pursuing
their passions. Pairing
them with an inspirational
African-American figure
with similar interests...”

a critical age when they are
developing and learning new
things," said Jones. "I'm excited
to work with Sprout for Black
History Month and encourage
viewers to pursue their passions
and become wonderful role
models in their communities. By
using real life stories and relat-
able figures in history, we col-
lectively hope to cultivate
curiosity with content that is
engaging, fresh and simple."
With the most diverse audience
in children's preschool televi-
sion*, Sprout will show its view-
ers the stories of four extraordi-
nary young people who are
already making history by pur-
suing their passions. Pairing
them with an inspirational
African-American figure with
similar interests, viewers will
receive a first-hand look at how
determination and a vision for
success can make dreams come

true. The video features include:
THE CHEFS: Chef Lena
Richard (1892 – 1950) and
Haile Thomas (2002 - Present)
Lena Richard, a notable chef and
entrepreneur, was host of her
own cooking show on New
Orleans television, a singular
achievement for an African-
American in the segregated
South of the late 1940s. At the
age of 15, Haile Thomas, from
Tuscon, AZ, has accomplished
more than some people do in a
lifetime. With her dad diagnosed
with Type 2 diabetes in 2008,
she made it her mission to learn
how to cook healthier food for
her family. Maya cooked an
original recipe for first lady
Michelle Obama at a White
House Kid's Lunchtime State
Dinner and her meal was named
Best Kids Dish of the Year. 
THE ENTREPRENEURS:
John H. Johnson (1918 - 2005)
and Jaylen Bledsoe (2002 –
Present)

At a young age, John H.
Johnson used his mother's furni-
ture as collateral to secure a
$500 loan to start the publication
Negro Digest. He parlayed his
dream of publishing "a maga-
zine of Negro comment" into a
gold mine, ultimately becoming
a chairman and CEO of Johnson

Publishing Co. Inc. in Chicago,
the largest black-owned publish-
ing and cosmetics company in
the world. Jaylen Bledsoe, from
St. Louis, MO, built a successful
IT company in a little over 2
years – before he had even grad-
uated from high school. At 12-
years-old, with $100, Jaylen
started Bledsoe Technologies,
LLC., an information technolo-
gy consulting company in St.
Louis. Today, Bledsoe has over
150 contractors who work for
him and has notable celebrity
clientele, including Jordin
Sparks and Steve Harvey.
THE DESIGNERS: Elizabeth
Keckley (1818 – 1907) and
Maya Penn (2000 – Present)
Supporting herself and her fam-

ily through her dressmaking and
design skills, Keckley was
famous for the inaugural gown
she designed for Mary Todd
Lincoln, wife to then president
Abraham Lincoln; this dress can
be viewed today at the
Smithsonian Institute in D.C.
Maya Penn, from Snellville,
GA, is an entrepreneur and CEO
of her eco-friendly fashion com-
pany Maya's Ideas, a company
she started at the age of 8, with
10-20% of profits going to char-
ities and organizations.
THE VIOLINISTS: Joseph
Douglass (1871 - 1935) and
Andrew Koonce (1999 -
Present)
Joseph Douglass, grandson of

Frederick Douglass, was the

first nationally-known black
concert violinist, performing
and touring around the world.
Andrew Koonce, originally
from New York City and now
based in Atlanta, is a seventeen-
year-old violin virtuoso who has
played all around the globe,
including a seven-city tour in
China. Just recently, he was the
winner of the 2015 Georgia
Music Teacher's Association
Concerto Competition.
Viewers are invited to celebrate
Black History Month on
www.SproutOnline.com and
share what inspires them all
month long. 
*Sprout outranks Disney,
Nickelodeon and all the pre-
school networks in audience
composition for Black audi-
ences. Among all Sprout view-
ers, 28% were Black in 3Q and
4Q combined.
Sprout is the 24-hour preschool

TV network that reflects real
kids and the real worlds they are
growing up in.  Sprout's original
programming inspires families
to experience the possibilities in
every single day, and includes
animated series "Nina's World,"
"Ruff-Ruff, Tweet & Dave" and
"Astroblast!."  Sprout's "Sunny
Side Up" is the only morning
show for preschoolers and
broadcasts live from NBCU
Studios in Rockefeller Plaza.
Launched in 2005 and now in
over 56 million US homes,
Sprout is a network of

NBCUniversal Cable
Entertainment, a division of
NBCUniversal, one of the
world's leading media and enter-
tainment companies.  Please
visit sproutonline.comfor addi-
tional information.
About Peacock Productions
Peacock Productions, a division
of NBC News, is a nonfiction
production company that com-
bines the editorial expertise,
technical resources, and sea-
soned talent of NBCUniversal to
create series, events, and live
specials for global audiences.
Peacock Productions reaches
more than 300 million people
worldwide every year across
broadcast, cable, syndication,
and emerging platforms with its
award-winning specials and
series. Sharon Scott is the
President and General Manager. 

For more information, detour
to: www.peacockproductions.tv
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'As a journalist, one of Wells’
most electrifying feature stories
came in October of 1892
‘Southern Horrors: Lynch
Laws, In All Its Phases’. This
report gave her a big audience.
She began lecturing in northern
cities, stating her reasons for
the lynching of Blacks.” 

She settled in Chicago. And
although Wells’ plan was to raise
a family, she still did not divorce
herself from the civil rights
struggle. In 1922, after being in
exile from the South for some 35
years, Wells returned to
Arkansas to investigate the case
of the Black farmers who were
indicted for murder. She pub-
lished the pamphlet about the
event entitled “The Arkansas
Race Riot”.
During her day, Ida B. Wells has
the best-known Black female
journalist, especially known as a
pioneer in the area of investiga-
tive reporting. She was celebrat-
ed as a dynamic speaker and a
prolific debater. Truly, she was
one of America’s leading equal
rights crusaders—the paramount
female in the anti-lynching
movement and an outstanding
figure in the women’s Suffrage
Movement. Ida Bell Wells-
Barnett died in 1931 at age 69.

***
*The late William M. Larsha, Sr.
served as Senior Political
Analyst and columnist for The
Mid-South Tribune and the
Black Information Highway. Mr.
Larsha was also an author of
political works, among them
“WE” which presents a repara-
tion economic model for the
African American community.
“Kwanzaa” was another of his
outstanding works. For more
works, Black History, and politi-
cal commentaries by Mr.
Larsha, please detour to the
Black History, Editorial, and Op
Ed lanes on The Mid-South
Tribune and Black Information
Highway at www.blackinforma-
tionhighway.com 

Do You Know This
About Black History?

In 1847 Frederick Douglass
published the first issue of the
North Star newspaper, an anti-
slavery newspaper.

In 1941, the Atlanta Urban
League won the right for Black
women to be addressed as
“Mrs.” in predominantly white
newspapers.

On May 1, 1867, Howard
University (Washington, D.C.)
was chartered by  Congress as
one of the earliest institution of
higher learning for African
Americans.
The Dred Scott decision was

handed down on March 6,
1857, essentially declaring that
Black slaves could be returned
to their former owners, even if
the slaves had managed to
escape to free soil.
On August 8, 1965, the Voting

Rights bill becomes law.
Rust College in Holly Springs,

Mississippi and Morgan State
College in Baltimore, Maryland
were founded by the Methodist
Episcopal Church; and Fisk
University in Nashville,
Tennessee was founded by the
American Missionary
Association. All three were
founded in 1866, making them
among the oldest Historical
Black Colleges and Universities
(HBCUs).

Edward G. Walker and Charles
L. Mitchell, both from
Massachusetts, became the first
African Americans elected to a
Northern state legislature in
1866.
There are 50 recorded lynchings
in 1884.

African American filmmaker

Oscar Michaeux is born on Jan.
22, 1884.
The Medico-Chirurgical Society
is founded on April 24, 1884 in
Washington, D.C. It is the first
African American medical soci-
ety in the country.

Floyd McKissick becomes a
director of CORE in 1966.
Sigma Gamma Rho is founded

in 1922 in Indianapolis, Indiana.
The U.S. Supreme Court hands

down the ruling of “Nixon vs.
Herndon” wich said that it is
unconstitutional for states to not
allow African Americans to vote
in primary elections. The ruling
was handed down in 1927.

In 1955, 14-year-old Emmett
Till from Chicago is murdered in
Money, Mississippi.
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Books of interest for Black History Month and beyond

 

 Jesse Holland

“Lines Were Drawn:
Remembering Court-Ordered
Integration at a Mississippi
High School” by Teena F.
Horn (Editor), Alan Huffman
(Editor), and  John Griffin
Jones (Editor); preface by  is
now available at Square Books
in Oxford, Mississippi and
other retail outlets. It is pub-
lished by University Press of
Mississippi.
For more information, detour

to Squarebooks.com

OXFORD, MS - Author Jesse J.
Holland will be at Square
Books, located in Oxford,
Mississippi for a book signing
on February 25. For more infor-
mation, visit www.square-
books.com   

THE INVISIBLES: Slavery
Inside The White House and
How It Helped Shape America is
the first book to tell the story of
the executive mansion's most
unexpected residents, the
African American slaves who
lived with the U.S. presidents
who owned them. Interest in
African Americans and the
White House are at an all-time
high due to the historic presiden-
cy of Barack Obama, and the
soon-to-be-opened Smithsonian
National Museum of African
American Culture and History.
The Invisibles chronicles the
African American presence

The dominant narrative of the
role of white citizens and the
white church in Mississippi's
civil rights era focuses on their
intense resistance to change. The
"Born of Conviction" statement,
signed by twenty-eight white
Methodist pastors and published
in the Mississippi Methodist
Advocate on January 2, 1963,
offered an alternative witness to
the segregationist party line.
Calling for freedom of the pulpit
and reminding readers of the
Methodist Discipline's claim
that the teachings of Jesus per-
mit "no discrimination because
of race, color, or creed," the pas-
tors sought to speak to and for a
mostly silent yet significant
minority of Mississippians, and
to lead white Methodists to join
the conversation on the need for
racial justice. 
Joseph Reiff, author of   BORN

OF CONVICTION: White
Methodists and Mississippi's
Closed Society, will be at Square
Books in Oxford, Mississippi on 
February 19, 2016  at  5:00pm to
discuss this pre-Civil Rights
work at a book signing.

The document additionally
expressed support for public
schools and opposition to any
attempt to close them, and
affirmed the signers' opposition
to Communism. Though a few
individuals, both laity and cler-
gy, voiced public affirmation of
"Born of Conviction," the over-
whelming reaction was nega-
tive-by mid-1964, eighteen of
the signers had left Mississippi,
evidence of the challenges faced
by whites who offered even mild
dissent to massive resistance in
the Deep South.
Dominant narratives, however,

rarely tell the whole story. The
statement caused a significant
crack in the public unanimity of
Mississippi white resistance.

‘The Invisibles: The Untold Story
of African American Slaves in the
White House’ is a must read!

inside the White House from its
beginnings in 1782 until 1862,
when President Abraham
Lincoln issued the Emancipation
Proclamation that granted slaves
their freedom. During these
years, slaves were the only
African Americans to whom the
most powerful men in the
United States were exposed on a
daily, and familiar, basis. By
reading about these often-inti-
mate relationships, readers will
better understand some of the
views that various presidents
held about class and race in
American society, and how these
slaves contributed not only to
the life and comforts of the pres-
idents they served, but to
America as a whole.

The Invisibles: The Untold
Story of African American
Slaves in the White House is
published by Lyons Press. For

more information, detour to  
jesse@jesseholland.com
Holland is  also the author of

Black Men Built the Capitol. He
is and a longtime Washington
correspondent for the Associated
Press, the world's largest news
organization. A regular guest on
CNN, NBC, Fox News, and
PBS, he speaks frequently on
African American and
Washington political topics. He
lives in Maryland. 

The Invisibles: Slavery
Inside The White House and
How It Helped Shape
America tells the story of
slaves and the U.S.presi-
dents who owned them.

Reiff’s ‘Born of Conviction’
explores white Methodists and
Mississippi’s Closed Society

Signers and their public support-
ers also received private mes-
sages of gratitude for their stand,
and eight of the signers would
remain in the Methodist ministry

in Mississippi until retirement.
Born of Conviction tells the
story of "the Twenty-Eight" illu-
minating the impact on the larg-
er culture of this attempt by
white clergy to support race rela-
tions change. The book explores
the theological and ethical
understandings of the signers
through an account of their
experiences before, during, and
after the statement's publication.
It also offers a detailed portrait
of both public and private
expressions of the theology and
ethics of white Mississippi
Methodists in general, as
revealed by their responses to
the "Born of Conviction" con-
troversy.

Born of Conviction: White
Methodists and Mississippi's
Closed Society by Joseph T.
Reiff  is published by Oxford
University Press, USA 

Joseph T. Reiff holds copy
of his historical work.

See feature on ground-breaking work on
slave-breeding in this edition!
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BOOKS and More!
A Book Review: Black Slave-Breeding in America... from front page

LOS ANGELES, CA -  Rutina
Wesley (“True Blood”) has been
tapped for a series regular role in
the new original series “Queen
Sugar,” from award-winning
filmmaker Ava DuVernay
(“Selma”) for OWN: Oprah
Winfrey Network and produced
by Warner Horizon Television.
In the series, Wesley will star as

Nova Bordelon, a formidable
journalist and activist based in
New Orleans. Her life, and that
of her brother and their extended
family, undergoes significant
change when her sister, Charley,
returns to Louisiana from Los
Angeles to help run the family
sugarcane farm.

Executive produced by Oprah
Winfrey and DuVernay, the
series is based on Natalie
Baszile’s acclaimed novel
Queen Sugar. DuVernay devel-
oped “Queen Sugar” for televi-
sion, wrote its pilot episode and
will direct multiple episodes of
the show’s first season.
The classically trained Wesley

is perhaps best known for co-
starring as Tara Thornton in the
critically acclaimed drama series
“True Blood,” which ran for
seven seasons on HBO. She had

to avoid gratuitously subjecting
the reader to offensive language
and images, but we are describ-
ing a horrifying reality.” 
Years ago, I was doing research
on the economic state of a pre-
Civil War America. I discovered
in the dusty part of a library a
book entitled “The Business of
Slavery” written some time in
the late 1800’s or very early
1900’s, as I recall. One of my
main objectives was to investi-
gate the fact that the South was
not the only part of the nation
benefitting economically from
slavery, and that the North usu-
ally goes free in the crime of
having aided and abetted in the
proliferation of slavery, espe-
cially by Wall Street and by
many of the blueblood families
of New York.  “The Business of
Slavery” details how New York
was one of the biggest ports of
slavery, how prominent business
men had ownership interests in
large plantations. As a matter of
fact, New York City, led by Wall
Streeters, had debated whether
or not to join the South in break-
ing away from the Union. 
This out of print book along
with this prodigious research
and study from the Sublettes can
no longer make it easier for
America to deny that the busi-
ness of slavery was also founded
upon slave breeding. Even what
most definitely was the main-
stream press at that time, news-
papers, benefited financially
from the business of slavery, and
the Sublettes go in depth on how
newspapers made fortunes from
slavery in a section of theirs
entitled, “Silent Profit.” This
section is worth the read,
because there has been nil writ-
ten on newspapers’ major role in
maintaining the status quo of
“The Slaveocracy,” another sec-
tion of the Sublettes’ book. Yes,
‘the medium was the message’.
They write: “From the begin-
ning of newspapers in America,

the forced-servitude business
was a steady part of their rev-
enue stream. American newspa-
pers and slavery helped grow
each other.” 
I found the Sublettes’ most dis-

turbing statements in two short
sentences: “Slavery was rape,”
and “Cash for negroes.”
“Slavery was rape,” must be
reiterated because this premise
serves as an ignored fact of the
institution which begat Jim
Crow. And because rape is
ignore, the act has failed to cre-
ate any socio-economic dialec-
tics even in a 21st Century
where blinders now go under the
guise of being politically cor-
rect. But what I have always
found repugnantly fascinating is
how whites preached a dogma of
Blacks having an inferiority
complex when they themselves
were interbreeding with the sup-
posedly livestock. These mores
to accept the practice of rape
which produced all shades of
brown would have made their
argument of black inferiority
moot. Their belief in a black
inferiority complex theory
which runs amok systemically
well into the 21st Century serves
no more than a lie and propagan-
da about their own self-worth. I
mean these white masters-
rapists did not interbreed with
the cow or the sheep or the hog.
Surely, if one really believed a
Black person is an animal then
why have sex with an animal?
The Sublettes begin their book

with Louis Hughes’ quote of:
“Virginia was the mother of
slavery.”  Hughes was a product
of a white slave owner and as he
says, and a ‘Negress’. The
Sublettes’ study is compacted on
the first page which still impacts
today’s socio-economic dilem-
ma as experienced by Blacks
who have white fathers which
makes them wholly Black
whereas the ‘white’ blood has no

worth (clout) in a society of con-
tinued white advantage.  Albeit
in Hughes’ day: “That meant he
was classified as merchandise at

birth, because children inherited
the free or enslaved status of the
mother, not the father. It had
been that way in Virginia for 170
years already when Hughes was
born.”
The authors further expound on

this ‘classification’: “Partus
sequitur ventrem was the legal
term: the status of the newborn
follows the status of the womb.
Fathers passed inheritance
down, mothers passed slavery
down. It ensured a steady flow
of salable human product from
the wombs of women who had
no legal right to say no.”  If the
Sublettes were to expand this
legality, it, too could be extend-
ed under the system of segrega-
tion. It, too, would have legiti-
mate relevancies in the 21st

Century, as a by-product or
racism.
The Sublettes also look at the

little known practice of Slave
Mortgaging, a term I was not
familiar with and wanted to
know more, but even they found
very little on this. They describe
it as a practice “…which was
essential to the functioning of
the Southern credit system, but
the practice has not been much
discussed by historians, and we
do not have a good overview of
the numbers. No one at the time
seems to have compiled statis-
tics about how much mortgaging
was being done, whether of land
or of slaves…” 

On a very controversial first
page, the authors point out what
I would like to think would be
reason enough for Black stu-
dents to desire an education. The
Sublettes write: “Most enslaved
African Americans lived and
died without writing so much as
their names. The Virginia legal
code of 1849 provided for
‘stripes’— flogging— for those
who tried to acquire literacy
skills. A free person who dared
‘assemble with negroes for the
purpose of instructing them to
read or write’ could receive a jail
sentence of up to six months and

a fine of up to a hundred dol-
lars… An enslaved person who
tried to teach others to read
might have part of a finger
chopped off … with the full
blessing of the law.” 
This punishment of slaves who

learned to read and write is why
education has been a traditional-
ly valued commodity in the
Black community. It was this
value and not wealth which
spawned today’s Black middle
class. Of course, the Sublettes
do not make these assertions. I
do, based on the historical impli-
cations that the Black middle
class was defined by the value of
education, especially when that
education was physically
acquired with a grade school,
high school or college degree.
The definition of Black middle
class was not based on money
simply because collectively
speaking, Blacks had no wealth
anyway and were systemically
stopped from freely participat-
ing in America’s capitalism in a
post-slavery America by the
legalities of Jim Crow, Black
Codes, and the denial of attend-
ing even white schools. This
value of education was the
impetus to Brown vs. the Board
of Education.
“The American Slave Coast:  A

History of the Slave-Breeding
Industry” also goes into contem-
porary issues such as Ferguson
and Charleston Massacre at
Emanuel AME Church.
To me, the Sublettes’ following
statement is one of stale realism
which has defined and continues
to define America’s race prob-
lem: “Today, people are no
longer sold like livestock in the
public market, but the racism
slavery engendered has been
resilient, having become a seem-
ingly systematic disfigurement
of American Society.” 
Every Black family and person

should invest in this book, lest

 

“DESTINY”  by T. D. Jakes  
NOW ON SALE!  

Wherever Books Are Sold! 
or visit  destinythebook.com 

they forget. Every white family
and person should invest in it to
escape from historical igno-
rance. And bliss.
As stated earlier, the Sublettes’

work is groundbreaking and is
among those few works in this
area. They do give credit to
“Slave Trading in the Old
South,” the work of Frederic
Bancroft, a German anthropolo-
gist who was born in 1860 dur-
ing the Civil War and died in
1945, the onset of World War II
when Jim Crow was still going
strong. Ironically, Bancroft lived
when Blacks were freed, when
the 13th, 14th, and 15th
Amendments were enacted, and
when Blacks were re-enslaved
under Jim Crow with a wrongly
gone Reconstruction period.
The Sublettes write of Bancroft:
“ …[H]e spoke in 1902 with for-
merly enslaved people, former
slave traders, and other firsthand
witnesses to the slave trade, and
demonstrated that the commer-
cial exploitation of human
reproduction was indeed central
to the antebellum system of
slavery. ‘Slave Trading in the
Old South’ has been largely vin-
dicated and appears as more
important with every passing
decade.” 
And it would seem that the
Sublettes’ work will become just
as important with every future
passing decade.

***

*The above is on the Books,
Black Paper, and Black History
lanes on The Mid-South Tribune
and the Black Information
Highway at www.blackinforma-
tionhighway.com . It is also in
the 21st Annual Black History
special edition of The Mid-South
Tribune. Welcome, Travelers!

Authors Ned and Constance Sublette

“I mean these white mas-
ters-rapists did not inter-
breed with the cow or the
sheep or the hog. Surely, if
one really believed a Black
person is an animal then
why have sex with an ani-
mal?”

‘Selma’ award-winning Ava DuVernay to bring
original series to OWN: Oprah Winfrey Network

a prominent recurring role on
the acclaimed NBC drama
“Hannibal” and recently guest
starred in multiple episodes of
The CW/Warner Bros.
Television hit action-drama
“Arrow.” Wesley co-starred in
the hit 2015 Screen Gems film
“The Perfect Guy” and previ-

ously appeared on Broadway in
David Hare’s “The Vertical
Hour,” opposite Julianne Moore.
She began her career with a star-
ring role in the independent fea-
ture film “How She Move,”
which debuted at the 2007
Sundance Film Festival. Wesley
is a graduate of the drama divi-

sion of the renowned Juilliard
School.

About “Queen Sugar
“Queen Sugar” chronicles the
lives and loves of the estranged
Bordelon siblings in Saint
Josephine, Louisiana: Charley,
the savvy wife and manager of

an NBA star; Nova, a world-
wise journalist and activist; and
Ralph Angel, a formerly incar-
cerated young father in search of
redemption. After a family
tragedy, the Bordelons must
navigate the triumphs and strug-
gles of their complicated lives in
order to run an ailing sugarcane

farm in the Deep South. “Queen
Sugar” is produced for OWN by
Warner Horizon Television. The
executive producers are Oprah
Winfrey and Ava DuVernay. The
series is based on the book by
Natalie Baszile.

Please see page 9
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NEW YORK, NY, January 26,
2016- Villarosa Media, founded
by a family with over 50 years of
combined journalism and liter-
ary experience, is poised to
become a new player in the pub-
lishing business, a boutique pub-
lishing company of quality fic-
tion and nonfiction books prima-
rily by and about African
Americans and the African dias-
pora.
Their inaugural book, The Wind
is Spirit, was born from an inter-
view conducted by ground-
breaking author and activist Dr.
Gloria Joseph, Audre Lorde’s
partner in the latter years of her
life. A few months prior to
Lorde’s death, they discussed a
comprehensive biography that
would tell her story in full,
revealing her tenacity, complex-
ity and passion as well as her
flaws and quirks. With that man-
date, Joseph created The Wind is
Spirit: The Life, Love and
Legacy of Audre Lorde. Told
griot style (an African oral tradi-
tion of storytelling to maintain
historical ties to the past), this
combination anthology and
biography brings together a

JACKSON, TN. --  The Jackson
Madison County African
American Chamber of
Commerce (JMCAACC) will
present its 15th Annual JEWEL
Awards Banquet on Friday,
February 26, 6:30 p.m. at Oman
Arena.   

The theme is “Celebrating
Success, Bridging the Future.”
Actress, playwright and comedi-
an, Flo Roach will emcee the
Black History Month event that
recognizes outstanding African
American entrepreneurs and
business owners and raises
funds for the Follow Me Into
Business youth development
program.  Tickets are available
by calling 731-424-2030, online
at www.jmcaacc.org and at tick-
et outlets in Jackson , Bolivar,
Brownsville , Humboldt, and
Milan .

For more information, contact
the Jackson Madison County
African American Chamber at
731.424-2030 or email
fhoward@jmcaacc.org.  The
office is located at 351-C North
Royal St. , Jackson , TN 38301 .

Sponsored by the City of
Jackson, Lane College, MIG
Steel Fabrication and West
Tennessee Healthcare along
96KIX, CB&S Bank of Bolivar,
Jackson Sun, Lamar Outdoor
Advertising, Mission
Convalescent Home, Nell
Huntspon Flower Box, Sears
Milan, The Harris Agency,
WBBJ-TV and the West
Tennessee Examiner, this year’s
fundraiser will celebrate the suc-
cess of the Follow Me Into
Business® by showcasing grad-
uates from the program’s forma-
tive years, 2002-2006, along
with its founders and advisors.

Entertainment will feature an
array of entertainment from
throughout West Tennessee:
The Gospel Soldiers, youth
quintet from New Hope Baptist
Church; Bobby Fuller and
Bethlehem No. 1 Baptist Church
Choir from Medon;  Trinity fea-
turing Rev. Michael Savage,
pastor of Porter’s Grove Baptist
Church in Humboldt; magician
Kim Edmonds from Bells;
Dine’ Dance Troupe from Tipton

Villarosa Media to produce quality fiction and
nonfiction books primarily by and about
African Americans and the African diaspora

WASHINGTON, Feb. 4, 2016
/PRNewswire-USNewswire/ --
The Smithsonian's National
Museum of American History
has added more than 20 objects
to the national collections,
including a Little Rock Central
High School year book, a gradu-
ation dress, a personal letter
from President Dwight D.
Eisenhower, a notice of suspen-
sion and photographs, from
Minnijean Brown Trickey, who
is known as one of the Little
Rock Nine. A selection of these
objects will go on view Feb. 8
through May 8 in the museum's
"American Stories" exhibition.
As a 15-year-old girl, Trickey
was one of nine African
American students who desegre-
gated the Little Rock, Ark., high
school in 1957, three years after
the U.S. Supreme Court ruled
segregated schools were uncon-
stitutional in the 1954 landmark
Brown v. Board of Education
case.

Objects on view include
Trickey's 1958 suspension
notice from Little Rock Central
High School, the school's 50-
year commemoration program,
her 2012 Soul of Humanity
Award bestowed by the Little

OWN: Oprah Winfrey Network
is the first and only network
named for, and inspired by, a
single iconic leader. Oprah
Winfrey's heart and creative
instincts inform the brand – and
the magnetism of the channel.
Winfrey provides leadership in
programming and attracts super-
star talent to join her in prime-
time, building a global commu-
nity of like-minded viewers and
leading that community to con-
nect on social media and
beyond. OWN is a singular des-
tination on cable.  Depth with
edge.  Heart. Star power.
Connection.  And endless possi-
bilities.  OWN is a joint venture
between Harpo, Inc. and
Discovery Communications.
The network debuted on January
1, 2011 and is available in 85
million homes.  The venture also
includes the award-winning dig-
ital platform Oprah.com.

‘Selma’ director brings new
series to OWN ... from page 8

Warner Horizon Television
(WHTV) is one of the entertain-
ment industry’s leading produc-
ers of scripted series for the
cable marketplace and prime-
time reality series for both net-
work and cable. A division of the
Warner Bros. Television Group,
WHTV was founded in 2006. Its
current scripted programs are
Rizzoli & Isles and the forth-
coming Animal Kingdom for
TNT, the upcoming People of
Earth for TBS, Pretty Little
Liars for Freeform, Longmire
and Fuller House for Netflix,
and Queen Sugar for OWN.
WHTV’s unscripted series are
The Voice and the upcoming
Little Big Shots for NBC, as
well as The Bachelor franchise
— which also includes The
Bachelorette and Bachelor in
Paradise — and 500 Questions
for ABC, among others.

wide range of prominent authors
and activists, who submitted
essays, reflections, stories,
poems, memoirs and photos that
illuminate how Lorde’s literary
vision and her turbulent and tri-
umphant life inspired so many.
The book, a kind of call-and-
response biography, also con-
tains conversations with Lorde,
Joseph’s personal photos and
travelogs, and remembrances
from her three memorials, in
New York, Berlin and St. Croix. 

Villarosa Media began their
launch of The Wind is Spirit
with a Kickstarter campaign.
The campaign, held in
September, raised funds for pro-
duction costs and featured

exclusive premiums including
signed posters, digital down-
loads and a literary scrapbook.

There will be several events to
launch the company and cele-
brate the release of their first
book. See below for more infor-
mation.

Villarosa Media was estab-
lished by Clara Villarosa,
founder of Hue-Man Bookstore
in Denver and Harlem, and her
two daughters, Linda and Alicia.
Linda is a former executive edi-
tor of Essence Magazine and
award winning New York Times
Health Editor, and Alicia is free-
lance writer and blogger, both
with wide name recognition in
writing and publishing. Together
they have over 50 years of
expertise in book selling, edit-
ing, promotion, journalism,
novel writing and online media.

For Linda Villarosa, this first
project is very close to her heart.
“Audre Lorde’s fearlessness has
always been an inspiration, so
working on this book is like
being a part of literary history as
well as my own,” she said.
“Even now I feel her presence,
literally. While shooting video in
St. Croix sometimes there would
be a sudden gust of wind. Gloria
would simply say, there’s Audre
again letting us know she’s
here,” concluded Linda.

The Villarosa media catalog
will be comprised of new books
from established authors as well
as classic books reissued in dig-
ital formats.  Using a digital
model and e files, physical
books will be sent as ordered,
print on demand (P.O.D.) thus
eliminating overstock and
remainders.  The Villarosa’s
believe that this strategy will
keep the company lean and flex-
ible and allow them to capitalize
on dynamic market opportuni-
ties.

They will also support emerg-
ing authors and publish new
voices with an eye on stories
from non-traditional genres.
Marketing and branding will be
a key part of the Villarosa Media
business plan. They will work
with individuals and organiza-
tions with established platforms
and a large social media pres-
ence but may need a book to bet-
ter establish their brands.

As a longtime bookseller and
board member of American
Book Association, Clara
Villarosa is taking the long view.
“I’ve experienced first hand the
ups downs of publishing includ-
ing the Black Book
Renaissance,  a time when Black
authors were a hot commodity.
Everybody on the subway had
their nose buried in a Terry
McMillan book. Then a tsunami
hit the industry and mainstream
publishers fled the black book
market. Now the tide has turned
and there’s an opportunity.
We’re here to help fill the void
and bridge the gap between
readers and writers by providing
readers access to excellent liter-
ature and an outlet and market-
place for authors to publish their
works,” said Clara Villarosa.

Upcoming Events in New
York:
Discussion and book signing
with author Gloria I. Joseph
moderated by Sonia Sanchez.
February 17, 2-4 Schomberg
Center for Research in Black
Culturehttp://www.nypl.org/eve
nts/programs/2016/02/17/5-life-
love-and-legacy-audre-lorde

Audre Lorde Birthday
Celebration and The Wind Is
Spirit: The Life, Love and
Legacy Of Audre Lorde book
launch.  February 18, 6:30-
10:00. The Kaye Playhouse,
Hunter College

Reading and book signing with
author Gloria I. Joseph.
February 23, Westchester
Community College
Reading and book signing with

author Gloria I. Joseph.
February 29, Syracuse, NY
-

Advance Praise for The Wind
Is Spirit: The Life, Love and

Legacy of Audre Lorde

“The saying, ‘our struggle is a
struggle of memory against for-
getting’ remains a clarion call
for those of us working to keep
alive the legacy of visionary
Black women writers and
thinkers. Among those, Audre
Lorde deserves our constant
remembrance, study, and critical
attention. This anthology is awe-
some because unlike other biog-
raphical reminiscences, it offers
a candid and holistic portrait of
Audre Lorde. An amazing group
of writers and thinkers have
come together to speak in
diverse voices about Lorde’s
wisdom and magic.
Prophetically, she called us all to
break silences and to speak and
so we lift our voices to honor,
praise and remember.” - bell
hooks

“The Wind Is Spirit, edited by
Gloria I. Joseph, is an extraordi-
nary, provocative, informative,
soul-stirring bio/anthology of
Audre Lorde, perhaps the most
influential feminist
intellectual/activist that the
African diaspora has produced
during our lifetime. I am not
aware of another life story that is
as multifaceted, boundary-cross-
ing, pioneering as this text,
which includes essays, remem-
brances, poetry, photographs,
testimonies, and a remarkable
glimpse into her 1992 homego-
ing service in New York City at
the legendary Cathedral of St.
John the Divine. A must-read for
scholars, students, organizers,
movement-builders and anyone
committed to positive social
change.”   
--Beverly Guy-Sheftall, Ph.D is
the Anna Julia Cooper Professor
of Women's Studies and
Founding Director of the
Women's Research & Resource
Center at Spelman College

County, and emcee Flo Roach
along with a special guest artist
from Memphis.

The African American
Chamber will recognize six
funeral homes that have existed
least 50 years as Historic
Pioneer businesses.   They
include Baskerville Funeral
Home, Bledsoe Funeral Home,
Dixie Funeral Home, Ford
Funeral Home and Rawls
Funeral Home and Stephenson-
Shaw Funeral Home.    Three of
the six -- Bledsoe, Ford and
Stephenson-Shaw are located in
Jackson .

On February 26, outstanding
business awards will be
announced in four categories:
the Ruby Award for a new busi-
ness of one to five years,
Diamond Award for a business
of six to 10 years, Emerald
Award for a business of 11 to 20
years, and the Jewel Award for a
business 20-plus years. 

General admission tickets for
loge seating to view the program
are $10 for students and $25 for
adults.   Banquet tickets with
table seating on the floor are $75
per person.  A table of 8 is $600.
Ads in the souvenir booklet are
available in business card, quar-
ter-page, half-page and full-page
sizes.  For more information,
call 731-424-2030 or download
a Display Ad Order Form from
the chamber website.   

Ticket outlets are Baskerville
Funeral Home in Humboldt,
CB&S Bank  in Bolivar, Golden
Circle Insurance Agency in
Brownsville , Nell Huntspon
Flower Box in Jackson and
Sears Home Store in Milan .   

The four business award win-
ners for 2015 were Ruby Award
winner Rose Merriweather of
Rose Realty and Property
Management LLC, Diamond
Award winner Juanita Jones of
the Keep My Hood Good
Campaign, Emerald winner Dr.
Keith Taylor of West Tennessee
Oral and Facial Surgery, and
Jewel winners Camille Jacox
and Agnes Yarborough of It’s
Printed.

“Villarosa Media was
established by Clara
Villarosa, founder of Hue-
Man Bookstore in Denver
and Harlem, and her two
daughters, Linda and
Alicia. Linda is a former
executive editor of
Essence Magazine and
award winning New York
Times Health Editor...”

Flo Roach emcees 15th
Annual Jewel Awards
honoring Black businesses 

National Museum of
American History adds
Little Rock Nine objects

Rock Central High School
National Historic Site, a copy of
Lifemagazine, a 1958 photo and
the white graduation dress she
designed along with the accom-
panying New Lincoln School
commencement program.
Trickey completed her second-
ary education at the progressive
New York school in Manhattan
in 1959 after she was expelled
from the Little Rock school in
1958.
When nine African American

students arrived at Central High
School on the first day of school
in 1957, they were met by the
Arkansas National Guard, who
on the governor's orders, pre-
vented them from entering.
Eisenhower intervened, and the
students entered the school Sept.
25, three weeks after the start of
the school year.
"These objects tell a rich and
significant American education
and civil rights story," said
Margaret Salazar-Porzio, a cura-
tor in the museum's home and
community life division.
"Minnijean's donation provides
texture to the experience of inte-
gration and segregation in the
American South."

Please see page 14

Historic Black funeral homes will be saluted
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Welcome, Travelers!

The Mid-South Tribune's Credo
By Mr. Frederick Douglass
Editor and Publisher of the

North Star, an African American newspaper (1845)

"Let me give you a word of the philosophy of reforms. The whole histo-
ry of the progress of human   liberty shows that all concessions, yet made to her
august claims, have been born of earnest struggle. The conflict has been excit-
ing, agitating, all-absorbing, and for the time being putting all other tumults to
silence. It must do this or it does nothing. 

“If there is no struggle, there is no progress. Those who profess to favor
freedom, and yet depreciate agitation, are men who want crops without plowing
up the ground. They want the ocean without the awful thunder and lightening.
They want the ocean without the awful roar of its many waters. This struggle
may be a moral one: or it may be a physical one: or it may be both moral and
physical; but it must be a struggle. Power concedes nothing without demand."

Op/Ed

Now playing on the
Black History

and 
Editorial Videos lanes

on 
Black Information

Highway.com

Please see page 13

You’ve heard of the White Paper.  
Now travel on the Black Information Highway to the Black Paper lane 

for in-depth commentaries and studies. 
www.blackinformationhighway.com.

Welcome, Travelers!

 
See the hip-hop rendition of
Chief DD’s “We Shall
Overcome” video.

See the “Lift Every Voice
and Sing” video, featur-
ing Black History figures
throughout the ages.
Sung by Jeff Majors.

See more videos on the
Editorial Videos and

Black History lanes at
Black Information

Highway.com

Hear the Vernon E. Ash
Interviews with historic
figures.

See salute to ‘the Greatest’
Muhammad Ali on sports lane

1996 has been cited by The Post
and Courier as the fundamental
reason why there has been a
decline in Black urban radio,
arguing that the act made it a
challenge for small black owned
urban radios to get ads for big
companies, which are dispropor-
tionately owned by whites.
It doesn’t simply end with the

number of media outlets, but
also touches on content, accord-
ing to a report by the Pew
Research Center. In most of the
black channels, if not all, there is
no progressive African-
American programming.
Instead, there is too much focus
on “music, culture and other
subject areas that have had more
lasting power.”
Also on a decline are Black

magazines such as Ebony and
Black Enterprise.  Jet Magazine
even stopped its circulation in
2013 after 60 years.
Something has to be done, and

done now. Blacks have to come
forward and embrace journal-
ism, be part of productive pro-
gramming, and ensure that they
invest in media and support the
same so that they don’t get half
baked information

***
For more works by Victor

Ochieng, detour to info@finan-
cialjuneteenth.com

By Ikhlas Saleem
Special to

The Mid-South Tribune
and the 

Black Information
Highway

www.
blackinformationhighway.

com 

In 1986 Whitney Houston cov-
ered the George Benson hit, The
Greatest Love of All, which he
originally recorded for a film
biography of Muhammad Ali.
Stephen Holden of The New
York Times wrote that
Houston’s cover gave the “mes-
sage of self-worth an astounding
resonance and conviction…a
compelling assertion of black
pride, family loyalty and spiritu-
al devotion, all at once.”
Now that I work in education,

this is a song I often reflect upon
when feeling emotionally
tasked, particularly the opening
lines:

I believe the children are our
future

Teach them well and let them
lead the way

Show them all the beauty they
possess inside

Give them a sense of pride to
make it easier

Let the children’s laughter
remind us how we used to be

My grade-school friend,

This “wait” has almost always
meant “never.” … “Justice too
long delayed is justice denied.” -
Martin Luther King, Jr., from
“Letter from a Birmingham Jail”

By Marilyn Anderson
Rhames

Special to
The Mid-South Tribune

and the 
Black Information

Highway
www.

blackinformationhighway.
com

This Black History Month, in
honor of Dr. King’s legacy, a
mentor-friend of mine, Peter
Meyer, sent me an
EducationNext report that shows
that the achievement gap
between blacks and whites first
documented in the 1966 govern-

Marilyn Anderson Rhames 

How many Februarys
will it take for America
to believe Black children
are the future, too?

Ikhlas Saleem

Yasmine Muhammad, who was
blessed with the talent—and in
this case burden—of a great
singing voice, was requested to
sing this song at every awards
ceremony, academic gathering
and sometimes basketball games
because, why not.
I didn’t know it then but what

an incredible message to contin-
uously impart upon children—
particularly children that were
and are descendants of slaves,
carrying almost 400 years of
baggage of a dignity lost and a
future almost impossible to
dream.
So now in 2016, I can reflect

and celebrate my ancestors that
carried the burden of a back
breakin’, cotton-pickin’ South,
while spending their nights in
hope of freedom trying to make
sense of a language that was not
their own, while being reminded
that their futures lie in nothing
but death or labor of the
American South.
Nate Bowling has said it before

and I’ll say it again, while the
fate of black children lies out-
side of plantation fields,
America isn’t quite ready to
believe or concede that black
children are the future. Instead
there’s the exception. There’s
the, “Jahmal, despite his circum-
stances, who has managed to
exceed expectations.” There’s
also, “Keisha who displays

Are we really 250 years away
from closing achievement gap?

Black
media

from front page

ment-sponsored Coleman
Report has hardly budged some
50 years later when compared to
the most recent student achieve-
ment data from the National
Assessment of Educational
Progress (NAEP):
In both math and reading, the

national test-score gap in 1965
was 1.1 standard deviations,
implying that the average black
12th grader placed at the 13th
percentile of the score distribu-
tion for white students. In other
words, 87 percent of white 12th
graders scored ahead of the
average black 12th grader.
What does it look like 50 years

later?
In math, the size of the gap has

fallen nationally by 0.2 standard
deviations, but that still leaves
the average black 12th-grade
student at only the 19th per-
centile of the white distribution.

In reading, the achievement gap
has improved slightly more than
in math (0.3 standard devia-
tions), but after a half century,
the average black student scores
at just the 22nd percentile of the
white distribution.
According to research by Eric

A. Hanushek and Paul E.
Peterson, the nationwide
achievement gap is narrowing at
a rate so slow that it would take
250 years to equalize the math
learning outcomes (and a few
years less in reading) of black
and white children in America.
I think Dr. King would agree

that such a long delay is justice
denied.

THE COLEMAN REPORT
I once read that Dr. King was

worried that the groundbreaking
Brown v. Board of Education
school integration decision in
1954 would harm black children
because it would remove them
from supportive black teachers
and place them in classrooms
with white teachers who might
think low of them and hold low
expectations.
However, Coleman, a die-hard

racial integrationist, asserted
that the family backgrounds of
students (i.e., education level,
size, structure, amount of read-
ing material), had a greater
impact on student achievement
than teachers and schools.

Willie Lynch arrives in the 21st Century
with ‘Keys’ on how to control Black people
Editor's Note: This speech was
purportedly given by slave
owner, William Lynch, on the
bank of the James River in
1712.

***

By William Lynch
Dedicated to 21st Century

‘Negroes’

Gentlemen, I greet you here on
the bank of the James River in
the year of our Lord one thou-
sand seven hundred and twelve.
First, I shall thank you, the gen-
tlemen of the Colony of
Virginia, for bringing me here. I
am here to help you solve some
of your problems with slaves.
Your invitation reached me on
my modest plantation in the
West Indies where I have exper-
imented with some of the newest
and still the oldest methods for
control of slaves. Ancient Rome
would envy us if my program is
implemented. As our boat sailed
south on the James River, named
for our illustrious King, whose
version of the Bible we cherish,

I saw enough to know that your
problem is not unique. While
Rome used cords of wood as
crosses for standing human bod-
ies along its old highways in
great numbers you are here
using the tree and the rope on
occasion.
I caught a whiff of a dead slave

hanging from a tree a couple of
miles back. You are not only los-
ing valuable stock by hangings,
you are having uprisings, slaves
are running away, your crops are
sometimes left in the fields too
long for maximum profit, you
suffer occasional fires, your ani-
mals are killed. Gentlemen, you

know what your problems are; I
do not need to elaborate. I am
not here to enumerate your prob-
lems, I am here to introduce you
to a method of solving them.
In my bag here, I have a fool

proof method for controlling
your Black slaves. I guarantee
everyone of you that if installed
correctly it will control the laves
for at least 300 years. My
method is simple. Any member
of your family or your overseer
can use it.
I have outlined a number of dif-

ferences among the slaves; and I
take these differences and  make
them bigger. I use fear, distrust,
and envy for control purposes.
These methods have worked on
my modest plantation in the
West and it will work throughout
the South. Take this simple little
list of differences, and think
about them. On top of my list is
"Age", the second is "Color" or
shade, there is intelligence, size,
sex, size of plantations, status on
plantation, attitude of owners,

Please see page 13

“I have outlined a number
of differences among the
slaves; and I take these
differences and  make
them bigger. I use fear, dis-
trust, and envy for control
purposes. These methods
have worked on  my mod-
est plantation in the West
and it will work through-
out the South.” 

Please see page 13
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Pres. Barack Obama’s final State of the Union Address 
from page 5
who agree it’s a problem and
intend to solve it.  (Applause.)   

But even if -- even if the plan-
et wasn’t at stake, even if 2014
wasn’t the warmest year on
record -- until 2015 turned out to
be even hotter -- why would we
want to pass up the chance for
American businesses to produce
and sell the energy of the future?
(Applause.) 

Listen, seven years ago, we
made the single biggest invest-
ment in clean energy in our his-
tory.  Here are the results. In
fields from Iowa to Texas, wind
power is now cheaper than dirti-
er, conventional power.  On
rooftops from Arizona to New
York, solar is saving Americans
tens of millions of dollars a year
on their energy bills, and
employs more Americans than
coal -- in jobs that pay better
than average.  We’re taking
steps to give homeowners the
freedom to generate and store
their own energy -- something,
by the way, that environmental-
ists and Tea Partiers have
teamed up to support.   And
meanwhile, we’ve cut our
imports of foreign oil by nearly
60 percent, and cut carbon pollu-
tion more than any other country
on Earth.  (Applause.)  Gas
under two bucks a gallon ain’t
bad, either.  (Applause.) 

Now we’ve got to accelerate
the transition away from old,
dirtier energy sources.  Rather
than subsidize the past, we
should invest in the future --
especially in communities that
rely on fossil fuels.  We do them
no favor when we don't show
them where the trends are going.
That’s why I’m going to push to
change the way we manage our
oil and coal resources, so that
they better reflect the costs they
impose on taxpayers and our
planet. And that way, we put
money back into those commu-
nities, and put tens of thousands
of Americans to work building a
21st century transportation sys-
tem.  (Applause.) 
Now, none of this is going to

happen overnight.  And, yes,
there are plenty of entrenched
interests who want to protect the
status quo.  But the jobs we’ll
create, the money we’ll save, the
planet we’ll preserve -- that is
the kind of future our kids and
our grandkids deserve.  And it's
within our grasp. 
Climate change is just one of

many issues where our security
is linked to the rest of the world.
And that’s why the third big
question that we have to answer
together is how to keep America
safe and strong without either
isolating ourselves or trying to
nation-build everywhere there’s
a problem.
I told you earlier all the talk of

America’s economic decline is
political hot air.  Well, so is all
the rhetoric you hear about our
enemies getting stronger and
America getting weaker.  Let me
tell you something.  The United
States of America is the most
powerful nation on Earth.
Period. (Applause.)  Period.  It’s

“Now, as someone who
begins every day with an
intelligence briefing, I
know this is a dangerous
time.  But that’s not prima-
rily because of some loom-
ing superpower out there,
and certainly not because
of diminished American
strength.  In today’s world,
we’re threatened less by
evil empires and more by
failing states.”

not even close.  It's not even
close. (Applause.)  It's not even
close.  We spend more on our
military than the next eight
nations combined.  Our troops
are the finest fighting force in
the history of the world.
(Applause.)  No nation attacks
us directly, or our allies, because
they know that’s the path to ruin.
Surveys show our standing
around the world is higher than
when I was elected to this office,
and when it comes to every
important international issue,
people of the world do not look
to Beijing or Moscow to lead --
they call us.  (Applause.)

I mean, it's useful to level the
set here, because when we don't,
we don't make good decisions.    

Now, as someone who begins
every day with an intelligence
briefing, I know this is a danger-
ous time.  But that’s not primari-
ly because of some looming
superpower out there, and cer-
tainly not because of diminished
American strength.  In today’s
world, we’re threatened less by
evil empires and more by failing
states. 

The Middle East is going
through a transformation that
will play out for a generation,
rooted in conflicts that date back
millennia.  Economic headwinds
are blowing in from a Chinese
economy that is in significant
transition.  Even as their econo-
my severely contracts, Russia is
pouring resources in to prop up
Ukraine and Syria -- client states
that they saw slipping away
from their orbit.  And the inter-
national system we built after
World War II is now struggling
to keep pace with this new reali-
ty.
It’s up to us, the United States

of America, to help remake that
system.  And to do that well it
means that we’ve got to set pri-
orities.
Priority number one is protect-

ing the American people and
going after terrorist networks.
(Applause.)  Both al Qaeda and
now ISIL pose a direct threat to
our people, because in today’s
world, even a handful of terror-
ists who place no value on
human life, including their own,
can do a lot of damage.  They
use the Internet to poison the
minds of individuals inside our
country.  Their actions under-
mine and destabilize our allies.
We have to take them out.
But as we focus on destroying

ISIL, over-the-top claims that
this is World War III just play
into their hands.  Masses of
fighters on the back of pickup
trucks, twisted souls plotting in
apartments or garages -- they
pose an enormous danger to
civilians; they have to be
stopped.  But they do not threat-
en our national existence.
(Applause.)  That is the story
ISIL wants to tell.  That’s the
kind of propaganda they use to
recruit.  We don’t need to build
them up to show that we’re seri-
ous, and we sure don't need to
push away vital allies in this
fight by echoing the lie that ISIL

is somehow representative of
one of the world’s largest reli-
gions.  (Applause.)  We just need
to call them what they are --
killers and fanatics who have to
be rooted out, hunted down, and
destroyed.  (Applause.)  

And that’s exactly what we’re
doing.  For more than a year,
America has led a coalition of
more than 60 countries to cut off
ISIL’s financing, disrupt their
plots, stop the flow of terrorist
fighters, and stamp out their
vicious ideology.  With nearly
10,000 air strikes, we’re taking
out their leadership, their oil,
their training camps, their
weapons.  We’re training, arm-
ing, and supporting forces who
are steadily reclaiming territory
in Iraq and Syria. 
If this Congress is serious about
winning this war, and wants to
send a message to our troops and
the world, authorize the use of
military force against ISIL.
Take a vote.  (Applause.)  Take a
vote.  But the American people
should know that with or with-
out congressional action, ISIL
will learn the same lessons as
terrorists before them.  If you
doubt America’s commitment --
or mine -- to see that justice is
done, just ask Osama bin Laden.
(Applause.)  Ask the leader of al
Qaeda in Yemen, who was taken
out last year, or the perpetrator
of the Benghazi attacks, who sits
in a prison cell.  When you come
after Americans, we go after
you.  (Applause.)  And it may
take time, but we have long
memories, and our reach has no
limits.  (Applause.)  

Our foreign policy has to be
focused on the threat from ISIL
and al Qaeda, but it can’t stop
there.  For even without ISIL,
even without al Qaeda, instabili-
ty will continue for decades in
many parts of the world -- in the
Middle East, in Afghanistan,
parts of Pakistan, in parts of
Central America, in Africa, and
Asia.  Some of these places may
become safe havens for new ter-
rorist networks.  Others will just
fall victim to ethnic conflict, or
famine, feeding the next wave of
refugees.  The world will look to
us to help solve these problems,
and our answer needs to be more
than tough talk or calls to carpet-
bomb civilians.  That may work
as a TV sound bite, but it doesn’t
pass muster on the world stage.
We also can’t try to take over

and rebuild every country that
falls into crisis, even if it's done
with the best of intentions.
(Applause.)  That’s not leader-

ship; that’s a recipe for quag-
mire, spilling American blood
and treasure that ultimately will
weaken us.  It’s the lesson of
Vietnam; it's the lesson of Iraq -
- and we should have learned it
by now.  (Applause.)   
Fortunately, there is a smarter

approach, a patient and disci-
plined strategy that uses every
element of our national power.
It says America will always act,
alone if necessary, to protect our
people and our allies; but on
issues of global concern, we will
mobilize the world to work with
us, and make sure other coun-
tries pull their own weight.   
That’s our approach to conflicts
like Syria, where we’re partner-
ing with local forces and leading
international efforts to help that
broken society pursue a lasting
peace.
That’s why we built a global

coalition, with sanctions and
principled diplomacy, to prevent
a nuclear-armed Iran.  And as we
speak, Iran has rolled back its
nuclear program, shipped out its
uranium stockpile, and the
world has avoided another war.
(Applause.)   

That’s how we stopped the
spread of Ebola in West Africa.
(Applause.)  Our military, our
doctors, our development work-
ers -- they were heroic; they set
up the platform that then
allowed other countries to join
in behind us and stamp out that
epidemic. Hundreds of thou-
sands, maybe a couple million
lives were saved.
That’s how we forged a Trans-

Pacific Partnership to open mar-
kets, and protect workers and the
environment, and advance
American leadership in Asia.  It
cuts 18,000 taxes on products
made in America, which will
then support more good jobs
here in America.  With TPP,
China does not set the rules in
that region; we do.  You want to
show our strength in this new
century?  Approve this agree-
ment.  Give us the tools to
enforce it.  It's the right thing to
do.  (Applause.)   
Let me give you another exam-

ple.  Fifty years of isolating
Cuba had failed to promote
democracy, and set us back in
Latin America.  That’s why we
restored diplomatic relations --
(applause) -- opened the door to
travel and commerce, positioned
ourselves to improve the lives of
the Cuban people.  (Applause.)
So if you want to consolidate
our leadership and credibility in
the hemisphere, recognize that
the Cold War is over -- lift the
embargo.  (Applause.)  
The point is American leader-

ship in the 21st century is not a
choice between ignoring the rest
of the world -- except when we
kill terrorists -- or occupying
and rebuilding whatever society
is unraveling.  Leadership
means a wise application of mil-
itary power, and rallying the
world behind causes that are
right.  It means seeing our for-
eign assistance as a part of our

national security, not something
separate, not charity. 

When we lead nearly 200
nations to the most ambitious
agreement in history to fight cli-
mate change, yes, that helps vul-
nerable countries, but it also pro-
tects our kids.  When we help
Ukraine defend its democracy,
or Colombia resolve a decades-
long war, that strengthens the
international order we depend
on. When we help African coun-
tries feed their people and care
for the sick -- (applause) -- it's
the right thing to do, and it pre-
vents the next pandemic from
reaching our shores.  Right now,
we’re on track to end the
scourge of HIV/AIDS.  That's
within our grasp.  (Applause.)
And we have the chance to
accomplish the same thing with
malaria -- something I’ll be
pushing this Congress to fund
this year.  (Applause.) 

That's American strength.
That's American leadership.
And that kind of leadership
depends on the power of our
example.  That’s why I will keep
working to shut down the prison
at Guantanamo.  (Applause.)  It
is expensive, it is unnecessary,
and it only serves as a recruit-
ment brochure for our enemies.
(Applause.)  There’s a better
way.  (Applause.)   

And that’s why we need to
reject any politics -- any politics
-- that targets people because of
race or religion.  (Applause.)
Let me just say this.  This is not
a matter of political correctness.
This is a matter of understanding
just what it is that makes us
strong.  The world respects us
not just for our arsenal; it
respects us for our diversity, and
our openness, and the way we
respect every faith. 
His Holiness, Pope Francis, told
this body from the very spot that
I'm standing on tonight that “to
imitate the hatred and violence
of tyrants and murderers is the
best way to take their place.”
When politicians insult
Muslims, whether abroad or our
fellow citizens, when a mosque
is vandalized, or a kid is called
names, that doesn’t make us
safer.  That’s not telling it like it
is.  It’s just wrong.  (Applause.)
It diminishes us in the eyes of
the world.  It makes it harder to
achieve our goals.  It betrays
who we are as a country.
(Applause.) 

“We the People.”  Our
Constitution begins with those
three simple words, words
we’ve come to recognize mean
all the people, not just some;
words that insist we rise and fall
together, and that's how we
might perfect our Union.  And
that brings me to the fourth, and
maybe the most important thing
that I want to say tonight.
The future we want -- all of us

want -- opportunity and security
for our families, a rising stan-
dard of living, a sustainable,
peaceful planet for our kids -- all
that is within our reach.  But it
will only happen if we work
together.  It will only happen if

we can have rational, construc-
tive debates.  It will only happen
if we fix our politics.
A better politics doesn’t mean

we have to agree on everything.
This is a big country -- different
regions, different attitudes, dif-
ferent interests.  That’s one of
our strengths, too.  Our
Founders distributed power
between states and branches of
government, and expected us to
argue, just as they did, fiercely,
over the size and shape of gov-
ernment, over commerce and
foreign relations, over the mean-
ing of liberty and the impera-
tives of security.

But democracy does require
basic bonds of trust between its
citizens.  It doesn’t work if we
think the people who disagree
with us are all motivated by mal-
ice.  It doesn’t work if we think
that our political opponents are
unpatriotic or trying to weaken
America.  Democracy grinds to
a halt without a willingness to
compromise, or when even basic
facts are contested, or when we
listen only to those who agree
with us.  Our public life withers
when only the most extreme
voices get all the attention.  And
most of all, democracy breaks
down when the average person
feels their voice doesn’t matter;
that the system is rigged in favor
of the rich or the powerful or
some special interest.
Too many Americans feel that

way right now.  It’s one of the
few regrets of my presidency --
that the rancor and suspicion
between the parties has gotten
worse instead of better.  I have
no doubt a president with the
gifts of Lincoln or Roosevelt
might have better bridged the
divide, and I guarantee I’ll keep
trying to be better so long as I
hold this office.
But, my fellow Americans, this

cannot be my task -- or any
President’s -- alone.  There are a
whole lot of folks in this cham-
ber, good people who would like
to see more cooperation, would
like to see a more elevated
debate in Washington, but feel
trapped by the imperatives of
getting elected, by the noise
coming out of your base.  I
know; you’ve told me.  It's the
worst-kept secret in Washington.
And a lot of you aren't enjoying
being trapped in that kind of ran-
cor. 
But that means if we want a bet-
ter politics -- and I'm addressing
the American people now -- if
we want a better politics, it’s not
enough just to change a con-
gressman or change a senator or
even change a President.  We
have to change the system to
reflect our better selves.  I think
we've got to end the practice of
drawing our congressional dis-
tricts so that politicians can pick
their voters, and not the other
way around.  (Applause.)  Let a
bipartisan group do it.
(Applause.) 

We have to reduce the influ-
ence of money in our politics, so
that a handful of families or hid-
den interests can’t bankroll our
elections.  (Applause.)  And if
our existing approach to cam-
paign finance reform can’t pass
muster in the courts, we need to
work together to find a real solu-
tion -- because it's a problem.
And most of you don't like rais-
ing money.  I know; I've done it.
(Applause.)  We’ve got to make
it easier to vote, not harder.
(Applause.)  We need to mod-
ernize it for the way we live
now.  (Applause.)  This is
America:  We want to make it
easier for people to participate.
And over the course of this year,
I intend to travel the country to
push for reforms that do just
that.
But I can’t do these things on

my own.  (Applause.)  Changes
in our political process -- in not
just who gets elected, but how
they get elected -- that will only

Please see page 13

Available wherever books are sold or visit
tdjakes.org
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HBCUs and the Education Quilt

The Oldest
Cheyney University of
Pennsylvania – 1837

***

1850s
University of the District of
Columbia – 1851
Harris-Stowe State University
– 1857
Lincoln University
(Pennsylvania) -1854
Wilberforce University - 1856

1860’s
Alabama A&M University -
1865
Barber-Scotia College – 1867
Bowie State University – 1865
Claflin University – 1869
Clark Atlanta University –
1865
Dillard University – 1869
Edward Waters College - 1866
Fayetteville State University –
1867
Fisk University – 1866
Hampton University – 1868
Howard University – 1867
Johnson C. Smith University –
1867
LeMoyne-Owen College –
1862 (recheck)
Lincoln University of Missouri
– 1866
Morehouse College – 1867
Morgan State University –
1867
Rust College – 1866
Shaw University – 1865
St. Augustine’s College – 1867
Talladega College – 1867
Tougaloo College – 1869
Virginia Union University –
1864

Post 1870’s
Alabama A&M University -
1875
Albany State University - 1903
Alcorn State University – 1871
Allen University – 1870
University of Arkansas at Pine
Bluff – 1873
Arkansas Baptist College –
1884
Benedict College – 1870
Bennett College – 1873
Bethune-Cookman University
– 1904
Bishop State Community

Defining the Education Quilt
Many of you know that we have been ‘quilting’ in creating our physi-
cal Education Quilt. We thank you for your patience as we create in
patchworks a magnificent history in digital and traditional print and
fabric the symbolic quilt in black, red, and green—the universal col-
ors of Black ‘Freedom’; BLACK for the color of the African American
people and culture; RED for the blood shed toward that freedom; and
GREEN for the mother land of Africa. However, we wish to add
another meaning to GREEN in these modern times and that is for
GREEN to represent Black-ownership of land and economic growth
within the African American community.

During slavery, it was said that in instances messages on how to get to
the safe houses of the Underground Railroad or how to follow the path
of the Drinking Gourd were stitched into  patchworks. It is because of
this rich Black History which is American History that we embarked
on this Education Quilt project which we have now added to it
“Project: HBCU” as a strong advocacy initiative to protect and
advance these Historical Black Colleges and Universities to remain an
integral part on America’s Higher Learning landscape. HBCUs
should be enhanced in today’s global atmosphere, not deleted as a
remnant of the past or made stagnant by curtailing student loans.

We urge support of HBCUs regardless if you attended  one or not;
regardless of what race, color, or creed you are. For more information
on HBCUs and how you can be part of saving them, contact the
United Negro College Fund (UNCF) www.uncf.org or the Thurgood
Marshall at www.ThurgoodMarshallCollegeFund.org. 

We want to thank those who have become part of the patchworks in
the BLACK, RED, and GREEN quilt. We also wish to thank Hancock
Fabrics as we continue to stitch and sew. We also recommend the chil-
dren’s quilting book (which adults can read with children), “Stitchin’
and Pullin’” by Patricia C. McKissack, featured on our front page.
Watch as our lanes on the Education Quilt  and HBCUs expand on
The Mid-South Tribune and the Black Information Highway. 

And please feel free to detour to our Education, HBCU, Black History,
and Black Paper lanes on the Black Information Highway, the
“21st Century Underground Railroad” at www.blackinformationhigh-

way.com . 
Welcome, Travelers!

Arelya J. Mitchell, Publisher/Editor-in-Chief

College – 1927
Bluefield State College – 1895
Central State University –
1887
Coppin State University –
1900
Delaware State University –
1891
Elizabeth City State
University – 1891
Florida A&M University –
1887
Florida Memorial University –
1879
Fort Valley State University –
1895
Grambling State University –
1901
Huston-Tillotson University –
1881
Jackson State University –
1877
Jarvis Christian College –
1917
Kentucky State University –
1886
Knoxville College -1875
Lane College – 1882
Langston University – 1897
Livingstone College – 1879
University of Maryland
Eastern Shore – 1886
MeHarry Medical College –
1876
Mississippi Valley State
University – 1950
Morehouse College – 1867
Morris Brown- 1881
Morris College – 1908
Norfolk State University –
1935
North Carolina A&T State
University – 1891
North Carolina Central
University – 1910
Paine College – 1882
Paul Quinn College – 1872
Philander Smith – 1877
Prairie View A&M – 1876
Spelman College – 1881
Stillman College – 1876
Tennessee State University –
1912
Tuskegee University – 1881
Virginia State University –
1882
Virginia University of
Lynchburg – 1886
Voorhees College – 1897
West Virginia State University
– 1891
Wiley College – 1873
Winston-Salem State
University – 1892
Xavier University of Louisiana
1915

Historical 
Black Colleges 

and 
Universities (HBCUs)

Ms. Harriet Tubman,
Your Venerable

Conductor
on the 

Black Information
Highway

www.
blackinformation

highway.com

 

Some
notable
HBCU

graduates

The Education Quilt
Presented by 

The Mid-South Tribune and the Black Information Highway
and 

Hancock Fabrics 
Hancockfabrics.com or  877-FABRICS 

... and the graduates continue... quilting excellence
Phylicia Rashad- actress
(Howard)  • Sharon Pratt
Kelly- DC mayor (Howard)  •
Shirley Franklin- Atlanta mayor
(Howard)  • T o n i
Morrison- Nobel Prize winning
author (Howard)  •
Vernon Jordan- former head of
UNCF and Urban League
(Howard)  • T h e
Honorable Roderick Paige- U.S.
Secretary of Education (Jackson
State)  • Walter Payton- Hall of
Fame NFL player (Jackson
State)  • Whitney Young- for-

mer Urban League head
(Kentucky State)  •
George Curry- former editor,
Emerge Magazine (Knoxville
College)  • B e s s i e
Coleman- first female African
American pilot (Langston
College)  • B e n j a m i n
Hooks- NAACP head
(LeMoyne-Owen College)  •
Marion Barry- Washington, DC
mayor (LeMoyne-Owen
College)  • L a n g s t o n
Hughes- writer (Lincoln)  •
Thurgood Marshall- Supreme

Court Justice (Lincoln)  Jerry
Rice- NFL player (Mississippi
Valley State)  • Esther Rolle-
actress (Spelman)  • Oprah
Winfrey- talk show host, philan-
thropist (Tennessee State)
Wilma Rudolph- Olympic ath-
lete (Tennessee State)  • Yolanda
Adams- singer (Tennessee State)
• Betty Shabazz- (Tuskegee)  •
Keenan Ivory Wayans-
(Tuskeegee)  • Ralph Ellison-
author of “The Invisible Man”
(Tuskegee)  

Source for HBCU graduates -
The United Negro College
Fund (UNCF)  www.uncf.org

Ed Bradley, award winning 60
Minutes correspondent
(Cheyney State)  • Keith
Clinkscales, former CEO of
Vanguard Media (Florida A&M
University)  • Alvin J.
Boutte- founder and CEO of
Indecorp, the largest Black-
owned financial institution in
the U.S. (Xavier)  •
Althea Gibson, first African
American woman to win
Wimbledon, U.S. Open and the
French Open  • Booker T.
Washington, noted educator
(Hampton)  • T h e
Honorable Barbara Jordan, leg-
islator (Texas Southern)  • P a m
Oliver- trailblazing female
sportscaster (Florida A&M
University)  • R e u b e n
Studdard- American Idol winner
(Alabama A&M)  • Sean
“P.Diddy” Combs- founder and
CEO of Bad Boy Entertainment
(Howard)  • C o m m o n -
actor, hip hop artist (Florida
A&M University)  • Rosa
Parks- civil rights icon
(Alabama State)  • Alex
Haley- author (Alcorn State)  •
Steve McNair- NFL quarterback
(Alcorn State)  • Michael Clark
Duncan- actor (Alcorn State)  •
A. Phillip Randolph- civil rights
activist (Bethune Cookman
College)  • Mary McLeod
Bethune- educator, college
founder and presidential advisor
(Barbara Scotia College)  •
James Weldon Johnson- writer
of the Negro National Anthem
“Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing”
(Clark Atlanta)  • N i k k i
Giovanni- poet (Fisk)  •
Matthew Knowles- music indus-
try executive (Fisk)  • R o b
Hardy and William Packer-
movie producers (Florida A&M
University)  • Erykah Badu-
singer (Grambling) Wanda
Sykes- comedian (Hampton)  •
• Andrew Young- U.N.
ambassador, Atlanta mayor
(Howard)  • D a v i d
Dinkins- New York mayor
(Howard)  • Debbie Allen-
choreographer, director
(Howard)  • Ossie Davis-
actor (Howard)  • L y n n
Whitfield- actress (Howard)  

Email us your HBCU memories, photos, and other news to
MSTnews@prodigy.net or BlackInfoHwy@prodigy.net
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Pres. Barack Obama’s final State of the Union Address... from page 11
happen when the American peo-
ple demand it.  It depends on
you.  That’s what’s meant by a
government of, by, and for the
people. 
What I’m suggesting is hard.

It’s a lot easier to be cynical; to
accept that change is not possi-
ble, and politics is hopeless, and
the problem is all the folks who
are elected don't care, and to
believe that our voices and
actions don’t matter.  But if we
give up now, then we forsake a
better future.  Those with money
and power will gain greater con-
trol over the decisions that could
send a young soldier to war, or
allow another economic disaster,
or roll back the equal rights and
voting rights that generations of
Americans have fought, even
died, to secure.  And then, as
frustration grows, there will be
voices urging us to fall back into
our respective tribes, to scape-
goat fellow citizens who don’t
look like us, or pray like us, or
vote like we do, or share the
same background.
We can’t afford to go down that

path.  It won’t deliver the econo-
my we want.  It will not produce
the security we want.  But most
of all, it contradicts everything
that makes us the envy of the
world. 
So, my fellow Americans, what-
ever you may believe, whether
you prefer one party or no party,
whether you supported my agen-
da or fought as hard as you could
against it -- our collective
futures depends on your willing-
ness to uphold your duties as a
citizen.  To vote.  To speak out.
To stand up for others, especial-
ly the weak, especially the vul-
nerable, knowing that each of us
is only here because somebody,
somewhere, stood up for us.
(Applause.)  We need every
American to stay active in our
public life -- and not just during
election time -- so that our pub-
lic life reflects the goodness and
the decency that I see in the
American people every single
day. 

It is not easy.  Our brand of
democracy is hard.  But I can
promise that a little over a year

from now, when I no longer hold
this office, I will be right there
with you as a citizen, inspired by
those voices of fairness and
vision, of grit and good humor
and kindness that helped
America travel so far.  Voices
that help us see ourselves not,
first and foremost, as black or
white, or Asian or Latino, not as
gay or straight, immigrant or
native born, not as Democrat or
Republican, but as Americans
first, bound by a common creed.
Voices Dr. King believed would
have the final word -- voices of

unarmed truth and unconditional
love. 

And they’re out there, those
voices.  They don’t get a lot of
attention; they don't seek a lot of
fanfare; but they’re busy doing
the work this country needs
doing.  I see them everywhere I
travel in this incredible country
of ours.  I see you, the American
people.  And in your daily acts
of citizenship, I see our future
unfolding.
I see it in the worker on the

assembly line who clocked extra
shifts to keep his company open,
and the boss who pays him high-
er wages instead of laying him
off. 

I see it in the Dreamer who
stays up late at night to finish
her science project, and the
teacher who comes in early, and
maybe with some extra supplies
that she bought because she
knows that that young girl might
someday cure a disease.

I see it in the American who
served his time, and bad mis-
takes as a child but now is
dreaming of starting over -- and

I see it in the business owner
who gives him that second
chance.  The protester deter-
mined to prove that justice mat-
ters -- and the young cop walk-
ing the beat, treating everybody
with respect, doing the brave,
quiet work of keeping us safe.
(Applause.) 

I see it in the soldier who gives
almost everything to save his
brothers, the nurse who tends to
him till he can run a marathon,
the community that lines up to
cheer him on.

It’s the son who finds the
courage to come out as who he
is, and the father whose love for
that son overrides everything
he’s been taught.  (Applause.) 
I see it in the elderly woman

who will wait in line to cast her
vote as long as she has to; the
new citizen who casts his vote
for the first time; the volunteers
at the polls who believe every
vote should count -- because
each of them in different ways
know how much that precious
right is worth.
That's the America I know.

That’s the country we love.
Clear-eyed.  Big-hearted.
Undaunted by challenge.
Optimistic that unarmed truth
and unconditional love will have
the final word.  (Applause.)
That’s what makes me so hope-
ful about our future.  I believe in
change because I believe in you,
the American people.  The

And that’s why I stand here
confident as I have ever been
that the State of our Union is
strong.  (Applause.) 

Thank you.  God bless you.  God
bless the United States of
America.  (Applause.)

END   10:11 P.M. EST

*The above is on the Speech
lane on The Mid-South Tribune
and the Black Information
Highway at www.blackinforma-
tionhighway.com 

“And they’re out there,
those voices.  They don’t
get a lot of attention; they
don't seek a lot of fanfare;
but they’re busy doing the
work this country needs
doing.  I see them every-
where I travel in this
incredible country of ours.
I see you, the American
people.  And in your daily
acts of citizenship, I see
our future unfolding.”

incredible potential.” And of
course there a couple of kids
from 90220 and 10027 that
“made it.”
You see, it’s much easier to find
exceptions rather than tending to
the whole lot.
The fact is we’re not teaching

children well and black children
are among the groups that suffer
most.
We’re not making it easy when

we lower standards for students
and teachers. We’re not making
it easier when we lessen meas-
ures of accountability for our
lowest-performing schools. And
we’re not making it easier when
we restrict school enrollment to
a block-radius.
What we are doing is limiting

students’ ability to show us all
the beauty they possess inside.

How many Februarys will it take
for America to believe Black children
are the future, too? ... from page 10

Pride is lost when a high school
student can be thrown from her
desk and arrested in front of her
classmates. Pride is lost when
disciplinary action is met with a
school-to-prison pipeline. Pride
is lost when you graduate high
school only to take remedial
courses at your local community
college because your diploma is

worthless.
I believe children are the future,
but America has to believe that
black children are part of that
future, too.

***
Ikhlas Saleem is the Digital

Content Manager for Education
Post, a non-partisan communi-
cations organization dedicated
to building support for student-
focused improvements in public
education from preschool to
high school graduation. Ikhlas
is an experienced researcher
and content manager with an
interest in simplifying complex
topics to increase dialogue and
understanding, while extending
the boundaries of inclusion in
public discourse.

“We’re not making it easy
when we lower standards
for students and teachers.
We’re not making it easier
when we lessen measures
of accountability for our
l o w e s t - p e r f o r m i n g
schools. And we’re not
making it easier when we
restrict school enrollment
to a block-radius.”

“By 1975, however, Coleman realized that pushing for urban school desegregation had
incited white flight, creating a new residential segregation between the city and the
suburbs. Meanwhile, any integration that was left in the city was among poor blacks
and poor whites, not the diversity of educational backgrounds Coleman hoped for...”

He wrote that “a pupil’s
achievement is strongly related
to the educational backgrounds
and aspirations of other students
in the school.” Therefore he
sought to further the call for
desegregation—in particular,
court-ordered busing of black
students to diversify white urban
schools.

By 1975, however, Coleman
realized that pushing for urban
school desegregation had incited
white flight, creating a new resi-
dential segregation between the
city and the suburbs.
Meanwhile, any integration that
was left in the city was among
poor blacks and poor whites, not
the diversity of educational
backgrounds Coleman hoped
for.
Today, the education debate still
rages as to whether forces out-
side of school influence student
achievement more than schools
themselves. While Coleman
attempted to measure the impact
of family backgrounds on stu-
dent achievement, today’s
debate has twisted his argument
into pitting “poverty” against a
child’s ability to academically
achieve—something Coleman
never did. In fact, Coleman
never factored families’ income
into his research and only men-
tioned the word “poverty” once
in his 737-page report.

EDUCATING DESPITE
POVERTY

Were Dr. King still alive would
he have told Mississippi share-
cropping parents that letting
their kids walk three miles bare-
foot to a one-room schoolhouse

was futile because the parents’
poverty and illiteracy would
impede their children’s learn-
ing?
No, he championed the need for
people of color to have equal
educational resources as whites,
to help sharecroppers’ children
lift themselves out of poverty.

Dr. King also fought for fair
wages, employment and housing
for blacks in the South to curb
poverty, but he never asserted
that high-quality schools would
be ineffective without those
things being in place.
No one can do it all, so my strat-
egy as a freedom-fighting edu-

cator is to focus on making
schooling a rich and worthwhile
endeavor for poor children of
color, through equal funding,
rigorous curriculum, high
expectations and spiritually
healthy teachers.
My fight is based on my being a
Chicago Public Schools student
who was born into poverty. I
cringe when I hear statements
that lump all low-income black
families into one bucket, usually
stereotyping them as placing too
little value on education when
the real problem is the lack of
opportunity.

Keys to controlling Black people... from page 10
whether the slaves live in the
valley, on a hill, East, West,
North, South, have fine hair or
coarse hair, or is tall or short.
Now that you have a list of dif-
ferences, I shall give you an out-
line of action--but before that I

shall assure you that distrust is
stronger than adulation, respect
or admiration.
The Black slave after receiving

this indoctrination shall carry on
and will become self-refueling
and self-generating for hundreds

of years, maybe thousands.
Don't forget you my pitch the

old Black vs. the young black
male; and the young Black male
against the old Black male. You
must use the dark skin slaves the
light skin slaves. You must use
the female vs the male, and the
male vs the female. 

You must also have your White
servants and overseers distrust
all Blacks, but it is necessary
that your slaves trust and depend
on us. They must love, respect,
and only trust us.

Gentlemen, these Kits are your
Keys to control. Use them. Have
your wives and children use
them, never miss the opportuni-
ty. If used intensely for one year,
the slaves themselves will
remain perpetually distrustful.

Thank you, gentlemen.

“My fight is based on my
being a Chicago Public
Schools student who was
born into poverty. I cringe
when I hear statements
that lump all low-income
black families into one
bucket, usually stereotyp-
ing them as placing too lit-
tle value on education
when the real problem is
the lack of opportunity.”

Are we really 250 years away
from closing achievement gap?
from page 10

Numerous research studies
today have proved Coleman
wrong on one point—the biggest
impact on student learning in
schools is the quality of the
teacher. Helping schools get bet-
ter—not trying to end poverty—
is where educators will see the
immediate returns for their
activism. Let the freedom-fight-
ers who work in housing and
economics focus on making
their industries less poverty-
prone.

I was born six years after Dr.
King’s death and eight years
after the Coleman Report, and
the educational outcomes for
black children as compared to
those white children have virtu-
ally gone unchanged.

So I ask, “How long?”
It took nearly 250 years and a

bloody Civil War for slavery in
America to end, and if we don’t
make education equity our top
national priority it will take
another 250 years (and perhaps
bloody riots and street wars) to
bring socioeconomic liberty and
justice to African-American
communities.
Waiting another 250 years to

achieve educational equity
might as well be an eternity.

***

Marilyn Anderson Rhames has
taught in district and charter
schools in Chicago since 2004.
She now serves as alumni sup-
port manager at a K-8 charter
school, helping graduates per-
sist through high school and on
to college and careers.

Do You Know This About Black History?
In 1971, Isaac Hayes’ record-

ing “Theme from Shaft” is a
number one pop hit and will win
an Academy Award for Best
Song in 1972. 

Jazz great Louis Armstrong
dies on July 6, 1971 in Queens,
N Y. 

In 1971, major civil rights

organizations form a movement
against Blax-ploitation movies.
Mahalia Jackson dies on
January 27, 1972 in Evergreen
Park, Illinois 

In 1988, August Wilson’s play
“Joe Turner’s Come and Gone”
opens on Broadway. 

Morgan Freeman stars in
“Driving Miss Daisy” in 1987. 

Spike Lee’s “Malcolm X” is
released in 1992. 

Actor Clevon Little dies in
1992. 

Gordon Parks’ “Learning
Tree” is released in Hollywood,
marking the first post World War
II film to be directed by an
African American in 1969. 
Jimi Hendrix dies on
September 18, 1970. 
In 1970, the Flip Wilson Show

debuts on NBC. 

Email letters to editor to
MSTnews@prodigy.net
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This February, Macy’s cele-
brates Black History Month by
hailing a host of rising stars
from a variety of fields includ-
ing art, music, film, television,
literature, community empower-
ment, the culinary arts and jour-
nalism.  Black culture has elec-
trified the pulse of American life
for generations, from music and
fashion to film, television and
activism; creating a wave of
change that has helped propel
the country to new heights.
Young, up-and-coming artists
and community leaders are the
heart of this revolution, powered
by creative self-expression and a
strong connection to their her-
itage. As part of Macy’s Black
History Month celebrations,
film and television actress
Jurnee Smollett-Bell will lead
panel discussions with other
emerging stars, focused on the
influence and impact of black
culture on all facets of American
life.

Joining Smollett-Bell in cities
across the country will be
Grammy® Award-winning
singer Monica in New York
City, Philadelphia, San
Francisco and Los Angeles; film
and stage star and children’s
book author Taye Diggs in
Atlanta and Miami; actor
Terrence J in New York City;
Black Girls Rock! founder
Beverly Bond and social activist
Eunique Jones Gibson in
Washington, D.C.; chef G.
Garvin and illustrator Shane
Evans in Atlanta and Miami; and
sports reporter Rosalyn Gold-
Onwude in San Francisco.

‘Race’ tracks the journey of
Jesse Owens at 1936 Olympics;
Hitler’s Aryan beliefs debunked

Based on the incredible true
story, RACE tracks the journey
of James Cleveland “Jesse”
Owens (portrayed by Stephan
James of Selma), whose quest to
become the greatest track and
field athlete in history thrusts
him onto the world stage of the
1936 Olympics, where he faces
off against Adolf Hitler’s vision
of Aryan supremacy. 

As a student and athlete in
Depression-era America, Jesse
bears the weight of family
expectations, racial tension at
his college, Ohio State
University, and his own high
standards for competition. 

RACE is an enthralling film
about courage, determination,
tolerance, and friendship, and an
inspiring drama about one man’s
fight to become an Olympic leg-
end.

RACE will be in theaters in
February.

For more information on Jesse
Owens and the 1936 Olympics,
visit your library , other retail
outlets, or e-books to help pass
on this historic event in Black
History and American history.

MEMPHIS, TN- The exhibition
Lawrence Matthews III: The
Perception of Marketing will be
on display at the Martha and
Robert Fogelman Galleries of
Contemporary Art at the
University of Memphis Feb. 15-
March 4. There will be an open-
ing reception Friday, Feb. 19,
from 5 to 8 p.m.
The exhibit features Matthews’

recent work exploring issues of
race, image and appropriation.
Derived from cigarette and alco-
hol advertisements in issues of
Ebony magazine from the 1960s
and ’70s, the artist’s vibrant pho-
tographs of African-American
men and women, featured out of
their original context, provoke
questions of image-making on
both literal and figurative levels.
Stemming from Matthews’
recent foray into photography,
the exhibition also includes his
trademark video installations
comprised of analog televisions

Smithsonian's National
Museum of American
History to display Little
Rock Nine Objects
from page 9

To thwart desegregation, Little
Rock closed its four public high
schools from 1958 to 1959 and it
was a lost year for most stu-
dents. Trickey, whose donation
includes both a letter of thanks
from Eisenhower to her parents
in appreciation for her integrat-
ing the school and her suspen-
sion notice, was subsequently
expelled from the high school.
She was welcomed into the fam-
ily of psychologists, Kenneth
and Mamie Clark and was able
to graduate from New Lincoln
School in 1959. Like Trickey,
some students had to move in
with family or friends to contin-
ue their schooling while others
joined the military or sought
employment without graduating.
Trickey, the eldest of four chil-
dren of Willie and Imogene
Brown, was born Sept. 11, 1941,
in Little Rock. Her mother was a
homemaker and nurse's aide,

and her father was an independ-
ent mason and landscaping con-
tractor. Members of the Little
Rock Nine were awarded the
Congressional Gold Medal by
President Bill Clinton in 1999.
Other Little Rock Nine objects
in the museum's education col-
lections, which are housed in the
Division of Home and
Community Life, include two
report cards and a certificate
from Terrance Roberts, who was
another of the nine students.  
Through incomparable collec-

tions, rigorous research and
dynamic public outreach, the
National Museum of American
History explores the infinite
richness and complexity of
American history. It helps peo-
ple understand the past in order
to make sense of the present and
shape a more humane future.
The museum is continuing to
renovate its west exhibition
wing, developing galleries on
democracy, immigration and
migration and culture. For more
information, visit http://ameri-
canhistory.si.edu. The museum
is located on Constitution
Avenue, between 12th and 14th
streets N.W., and is open daily
from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
(closed Dec. 25). Admission is
free. For Smithsonian informa-
tion, the public may call (202)
633-1000. 

Macy’s hosts, from left: Jurnee Smollett-Bell, Taye Diggs, Monica, Beverly Bond, G. Garvin, Shane Evans and Rosalyn
Gold-Onwude at eight stores nationwide – including in Atlanta and Miami – for conversations on Black History and
popular culture. (Photo/courtesy: Macey’s)

“As a retailer with a rich histo-
ry of providing A-list entertain-
ment within the shopping expe-
rience, we are thrilled to give
our customers a glimpse into the
lives and careers of a diverse
group of today’s undeniably tal-
ented leaders from a variety of
industries as they discuss the
contributions of Black
Americans who came before
them and how they are helping
to inspire a new generation,”
said Dineen Garcia, Macy’s vice
president of diversity strategies.

Jurnee Smollett-Bell is an
award-winning actress who will
star in the hotly-anticipated
escape thriller, "Underground,"
executive produced by John
Legend and set to debut March
9, 2016 on WGN America.
Smollett-Bell was most recently
seen on NBC’s critically
acclaimed series, “Parenthood,”
for its fifth season and concur-
rently co-starred in HBO’s “True
Blood."  Other select credits
include Tyler Perry’s
“Temptation,” “Friday Night
Lights” and “The Defenders.”
She will next be seen on the big
screen alongside Robert DeNiro,
Edgar Ramirez and Usher in the
much-anticipated feature,
“Hands Of Stone.”  Smollett-
Bell was awarded the NAACP
Image Award for Outstanding
Lead Actress in a Motion Picture
for her role in “The Great
Debaters” and acts as a board
member of Artists for a New
South Africa (ANSA).

“I am thrilled to be working
with Macy’s to celebrate Black
History Month,” said Jurnee

Smollett-Bell.  “As we reflect
and pay tribute to the trailblazers
who had strength and courage
before us, I look forward to con-
necting with a lot of great people
throughout the country and
engaging in a dialogue about
finding that strength and
courage in ourselves every day. "

Taye Diggs is a stage, film and
television actor best known for
“How Stella Got Her Groove
Back,” “Chicago,” “Hedwig and
the Angry Inch,” “Rent,”
“Wicked,” and “Private
Practice.” Diggs is the author of
“Mixed Me.”
“I am honored to be amongst

those who have been selected by
Macy’s to discuss the powerful
impact that artistic black minds
are having on today’s American
culture,” said Taye Diggs. “The
time to shed light on these
important topics is now.”
Grammy Award-winning RCA

Records recording artist,
Monica, is the first artist to top
Billboard’s R&B/Hip-Hop
Songs Chart with No.1 songs

‘Lawrence Matthews III: The Perception
of Marketing’ explores race and image at
Martha and Robert Fogelman Galleries

playing commercials from the
period.
“In college, I began to collect

copies of Ebony from the 1960s
and ’70s,” Matthews says. “I
was amazed by the progressive-
ness of the articles, as well as the
beautiful photography in the
ads. They portrayed black peo-
ple as intelligent and successful

over the span of three consecu-
tive decades. Delivering chart
topping hits such as, “Don’t
Take it Personal,” “Before you
Walk Out of My Life,” and “The
Boy Is Mine,” Monica has sold
more than 25 million albums
worldwide. Her new album,
CODE RED debuted at the top
of Billboard’s R&B Albums
Chart.

“I can’t wait to engage with
young people in some of my
favorite cities and share person-
al stories of how my mentors
and black culture have made a
positive impact on my life,” said
Monica.
Following the panel discussion,

Macy’s will host a meet and
greet opportunity with
JurneeSmollett-Bell and addi-
tional talent. At each of the
Black History Month events,
Macy’s customers will receive
an exclusive “Underground” T-
shirt and see a first-look at the
series in which rising star
Smollett-Bell stars. 
For a complete listing of Macy’s
Black History Month events,
please visit macys.com/cele-
brate. Share your experience
using #macysculture.
Macy's, the largest retail brand

of Macy's, Inc. (NYSE:M),
delivers fashion and affordable
luxury to customers at approxi-
mately 800 locations in 45
states, the District of Columbia,
Puerto Rico and Guam, as well
as to customers in the U.S. and
more than 100 international des-
tinations through its leading
online store at macys.com 

Macy’s  hosts a series of conversations
on Black History and popular culture

“I am thrilled to be working
with Macy’s to celebrate
Black History Month,” said
Jurnee Smollett-Bell.  “As
we reflect and pay tribute to
the trailblazers who had
strength and courage before
us, I look forward to connect-
ing with a lot of great people
throughout the country and
engaging in a dialogue about
finding that strength and
courage in ourselves every
day.”

“However, I began to
notice nearly all of these
ads were for liquor and
cigarettes. Brands I’d
known as stereotypically
‘black,’ such as Newport,
Seagrams, Hennessy and
Salem, were repeated
throughout the pages. I
started to wonder why
products known to be
harmful were featured so
prominently in a magazine
existing to uplift black
Americans.”

members of society. However, I
began to notice nearly all of
these ads were for liquor and
cigarettes. Brands I’d known as
stereotypically “black,” such as
Newport, Seagrams, Hennessy
and Salem, were repeated
throughout the pages. I started to
wonder why products known to
be harmful were featured so
prominently in a magazine exist-
ing to uplift black Americans.”

Matthews’ close zoom brings to
the forefront products once sub-
tly placed in everyday scenes,
while his deliberate cropping
removes the ad copy that once
surrounded these images. His
photographs take on new mean-
ing as stand-alone images of
cool, sexy, powerful and
respectable individuals, yet
under their veneer, also allude to
a contentious, racialized history
of corporate power and blighted
communities.

DETOUR
to

The Mid-South Tribune’s special edition
on the 

History of HBCUs
on the Black Information Highway

at 
www.blackinformationhighway.com

Welcome, Travelers!

 

Email news and photos
to

MSTnews@prodigy.net

***
Also, we’re looking for
memories from HBCU 

students for our
Project: HBCUs.

Use above Email address

“To thwart desegregation,
Little Rock closed its four public
high schools from 1958 to 1959
and it was a lost year for most
students. Trickey, whose dona-
tion includes both a letter of
thanks from Eisenhower to her
parents in appreciation for her
integrating the school and her
suspension notice, was subse-
quently expelled from the high
school.” 
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Editorial in support of Col. Charles Young to be
promoted posthumously as Honorary General
from page 4
Procedure—which translates
into the tactic that if you ignore
a Black person long enough,
he’ll just go away. To which it
should be noted that this Black
matter will neither be ignored
nor go away.
In his letter, Blatcher further
requested that Charles Young
should be respected by having
the title of Colonel placed before
his name on the Charles Young
Buffalo Soldiers National
Monument, stating: “…The
omission of his  rank in the title
of the National Monument dis-
associates him from his military
history and outstanding service
to the nation. As it was stated to
me by a fellow senior veteran:
‘He was robbed of his promo-
tion opportunity to general dur-
ing his lifetime. Now it appears
he has been robbed of his earned
title of Colonel in his death.’ We
ask that you re-designate the
Monument’s name to reflect his
military association and accom-
plishments. (Preferable title:
Brigadier General Charles
Young.).”
In addition to his West Point

significance, Col. Young
became the first Black military
attaché, and was “the first Black
soldier promoted to both the
ranks of Lieutenant Colonel as
well as Colonel,” as stated in the
Coalition’s letter to President
Obama.
As a strong advocate of preserv-
ing Historical Black Colleges
and Universities (HBCUs), I
must point out that Col. Young
has too the distinction of having

Col. Charles Young is still
being denied justice from
the White House. Col.
Young was a leader in the
historic Buffalo Soldier
division of the U.S. Army.

taught at Wilberforce University,
the first Black college founded
by African Americans them-
selves; therefore, it is incumbent
upon Wilberforce alumni and all
graduates of HBCUs to join in
the Coalition’s efforts give this
Black soldier his due. 
Others** who have joined these
efforts are Lt. General Arthur J.
Gregg, Brigadier General
Robert Cocroft, Col. Franklin J.
Henderson, Captain Joseph
Murchison, other notable veter-
ans, historians, and such organi-
zations as Omega Psi Phi

Fraternity (of which Col. Young
was a member), 761st  Tank
Battalion and Allied Veterans
Association, The African
American Patriots Consortium,
and the Congressional Black
Caucus Braintrust . (Please see
full list below). Also, the
Commonwealth of Kentucky
House of Representatives and
the Kentucky Commission on
Human Rights were among the
numerous resolutions in support
of this campaign.
The January 22, 2013 Coalition
letter is one of compassion  and
is symbolic of Messrs. Charles
Blatcher III and  Howard D.
Jackson being ‘officers and gen-
tlemen’ in making this request
on behalf of Black veterans.  I
on the other hand will not be a
lady in asserting that this matter
will not be swept under the rug
because of an inadequate Center
of Military History which has
personnel who cannot do its
research in a warranted histori-
cal context. Therefore, we are
requesting that it is truly now
time for all African American
organizations to come to the aid
of Col. Young. Going all the way
from the American
Revolutionary War, Civil War,
Buffalo Soldier, Tuskegee
Airmen, World War I, World
War II, Korea, Vietnam, and
wars in between, the Black sol-
dier’s blood has been disrespect-
ed. Blood from those living and
dead.
All African American veterans

should crisscross military disci-
plines to right this wrong and

that can be done by calling The
Colonel Charles Young
Promotion Campaign at 510-
467-9242 or email to CNM-
MMF@aol.com .
This is the 50th Anniversary of

the March on Washington, and
Col. Young has not been judged
by the content of his character
but rather by the color of his
skin. 
What does Col. Charles Young

have to do to get the President’s
attention: Stand his ground?
He’s already six-feet under, how
much more ground does he need
to get a promotion he rightly
deserves?
This year also marks the 50th

anniversary of America’s first
Catholic president. Perhaps we
can rephrase his famous line to
juxtapose with the plight of Col.
Charles Young with: “Ask not
what this Black soldier can do
for his country, but what this
country can do for this Black
soldier.”

***

*The above editorial and letters
are on the Editorial, Letters,
Black History, Op/Ed, Black
Paper, States, and Military
Honorees lanes and can also be
downloaded in Adobe PDF for-
mat on the Black Information
Highway and The Mid-South
Tribune ONLINE at
www.blackinformationhigh-
way.com . Welcome, Travelers!

***
**Coalition partners are: The

National Minority Museum
Foundation, Oakland, CA; The
American Legion-Charles
Young Post #398, NY, NY; The
Congressional Black Caucus
Braintrust, Washington, D.C.;
Los Banos Buffalo Soldiers 9th
and 10th Cavalry, Los Banos,
CA; The USCG National
Association of Former Stewards
and Mates, Laurelton, NY; The
Buffalo Soldiers Memorial
Committee-Inland Empire
Heritage Association, Riverside,
CA; The Association of the 2221
Negro Infantry Volunteers
World War II, Ft. Washington,
MD; The 9th Memorial United
States Cavalry Association,
Marana, AZ; The National
Association of Black Veterans,
Inc., Milwaukee, WI; The
African American Patriots
Consortium, Inc., Baltimore,
MD; The American Legion-
Cook-Nelson Post #20, Pontiac,
MI; The 9th and 10th Horse
Cavalry Association, Los
Angeles, CA; The 555th Black
Paratroopers Association,
Tampa, FL; 369th Veterans
Association, Staten Island, NY;
The 715 Veterans Association,
Laurelton, NY; Montford Point
Marine Association, Inc.,
Limerick, PA; 761st  Tank
Battalion and Allied Veterans
Association, Chicago, IL.; The
African American Gallery of the
Ethnic Heritage Museum,
Rockford, IL; and the Aces
Museum, Philadelphia, PA.

Rep. Charles Rangel lends support to have Col. Charles
Young promoted in honor of the Buffalo Soldier

Col. Charles Young: A look
at Black military history
from page 4
the rank of Brigadier General, an
honor he more than earned in his
life time, but because of the
color of his skin never achieved.
Congressman Charles Rangel
and Congresswoman Barbara
Lee joined by thirty-three other
members of Congress have
asked President Barack Obama
to grant the promotion. The
National Coalition of Black
Veteran Organizations has com-
missioned the renowned sculp-
tor Antonio Tobias Mendez to
create a bronze maquette of the
Colonel on horseback. The
coalition has asked President
Obama to accept the statue on
behalf of the nation for Black
History Month.

In 1912, the distinguished
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity recog-
nized Young’s contributions, and
bestowed upon him an honorary
membership. The fraternity has
often referred to Young as an
“Omega Man,” but now it looks
like his primary
association/membership was
with another organization prior
to his honorary affiliation with
the Omegas. A photograph of the
Colonel posing with another fra-
ternal organization has surfaced,
the Beta Kappa Sigma, at Ohio’s
Wilberforce University, where
Young served as a Professor of
Military Science from 1894-
1898. In the photograph, he can
be seen holding the “B K Ó”
banner as he sits proudly among
his peers, known as “The Black
Cats.” Not very much is known
about the photograph, nor even
the fraternity, which no longer
exists. Ohiomemory.org claims
that the organization was never
incorporated or recognized by
the university, but that it was the

forerunner to every fraternity at
Wilberforce thereafter. “The
members met at various places,
usually an attic room of some
member,” says the site. “’The
Black Cat Club’’ was a club with
the purpose of fostering good
times among its members.” This
new information shines a light
on not only the history of black
fraternities in America, but
shows yet another aspect of the
life of Charles Young and the
men he worked and served
beside.

“In retrospect Colonel Young’s
life was a clear indication of his

Pianist Andre Watts makes his
debut at age 16 with the New
York Philharmonic in 1963.
Singer Nat ‘King’ Cole dies on

Feb. 15, 1965 in Santa Monica,
California. 

Dorothy Dandridge, first
African American woman nomi-
nated for Academy Award for
Best Actress dies on September
8, 1965 in Hollywood. Ms.
Dandridge was nominated for
her role in “Carmen Jones”.
Dancer Judith Jamison debuts

with Alvin Ailey’s Dance
Troupe.

The Negro Ensemble
Company is formed in New
York in 1967.
Singer Otis Redding dies on

Dec. 10, 1967 in a plane crash.
Redding’s “Sitting on the Dock
of the Bay” was released posthu-
mously and topped the charts for
four weeks in 1968. 

In 1967, Aretha Franklin
records “Respect,” written by
Otis Redding. 
In 1968, ABC’s One Life to

Live becomes the first soap
opera to feature an African
American character, portrayed
by Ellen Holly, who plays a
black woman passing as white.
In 1969, James Earl Jones
received a Tony Award for Best
Actor for his portrayal in the
“Great White Hope”.
The Bill Cosby Show variety

show debuts in 1969. Also, in
1969, he received his fourth
Emmy for a TV variety show.
Della Reese gets her own vari-
ety show on CBS in 1969. 

Do You Know
This

About Black
History?

Looking for memories, photos, commentary from
those who attended a Historical Black College

or University (HBCU)
Email to MSTnews@prodigy.net or

BlackInfoHwy@prodigy.net 
for

Project: HBCU
Also, see The Mid-South Tribune’s special edition

on the history of HBCUs on the Education lane on
the Black Information Highway at

www.blackinformationhighway.com 

“In 1912, the distinguished
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity rec-
ognized Young’s contributions,
and bestowed upon him an hon-
orary membership.”

belief in the principles of schol-
arship, leadership, fellowship
and service,” says Charles
Blatcher, III, chairman of the
Black Veterans Coalition. He
was an extraordinary man both
then and now. It is clear why
other organizations and the
Omegas have sought to identify
him with their cause. For the
record one thing is for certain,
he is a legendary Buffalo
Soldier, Educator and Diplomat
who has earned a place of
respect in American History.
Based on his thirty-two years of
distinguished military service,
the Black Veterans Community
claims him and his history for
the nation. ”

For more information on the
National Coalition of Black
Veteran Organizations they can
be reached at e-mail address:
cnmmmf@aol.com



The Mid-South Tribune Black History Edition Page 16February 2016

Dr.  Chris Hill 

Cora Jakes ColemanC. Ayoka Dorsey Lawson Beverly Robinson

Dr. John Townsend Antar Muhammad Dr. Cynthia James 

Join these and other
Pastors and Leaders
For more information and

sessions,
call 1-800-BISHOP 2

or detour to
www.pastorsandleaders.org

Bishop T. D. Jakes First Lady Serita A. Jakes 

Pastor John C. Hagee Marcus Lamb Bishop Dale C. Bronner

Pastor Sheryl Brady Pastor Steven Furtick 

Natasha Stewart Myron Butler Mickye Costillo


