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The Mid-South Tribune's Credo
By Mr. Frederick Douglass
Editor and Publisher of the

North Star, an African American newspaper (1845)

"Let me give you a word of the philosophy of reforms. The whole histo-
ry of the progress of human   liberty shows that all concessions, yet made to her
august claims, have been born of earnest struggle. The conflict has been excit-
ing, agitating, all-absorbing, and for the time being putting all other tumults to
silence. It must do this or it does nothing. 

“If there is no struggle, there is no progress. Those who profess to favor
freedom, and yet depreciate agitation, are men who want crops without plowing
up the ground. They want the ocean without the awful thunder and lightening.
They want the ocean without the awful roar of its many waters. This struggle
may be a moral one: or it may be a physical one: or it may be both moral and
physical; but it must be a struggle. Power concedes nothing without demand."
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You’ve heard of the White Paper.  
Now travel on the Black Information Highway to the Black Paper lane 

for in-depth commentaries and studies. 
www.blackinformationhighway.com.

Welcome, Travelers!

 
See the hip-hop rendition of
Chief DD’s “We Shall
Overcome” video.

See the “Lift Every Voice
and Sing” video, featur-
ing Black History figures
throughout the ages.
Sung by Jeff Majors.

See more videos on the
Editorial Videos and

Black History lanes at
Black Information

Highway.com

Hear the Vernon E. Ash
Interviews with historic
figures.

See salute to ‘the Greatest’
Muhammad Ali on sports lane

1996 has been cited by The Post
and Courier as the fundamental
reason why there has been a
decline in Black urban radio,
arguing that the act made it a
challenge for small black owned
urban radios to get ads for big
companies, which are dispropor-
tionately owned by whites.
It doesn’t simply end with the

number of media outlets, but
also touches on content, accord-
ing to a report by the Pew
Research Center. In most of the
black channels, if not all, there is
no progressive African-
American programming.
Instead, there is too much focus
on “music, culture and other
subject areas that have had more
lasting power.”
Also on a decline are Black

magazines such as Ebony and
Black Enterprise.  Jet Magazine
even stopped its circulation in
2013 after 60 years.
Something has to be done, and

done now. Blacks have to come
forward and embrace journal-
ism, be part of productive pro-
gramming, and ensure that they
invest in media and support the
same so that they don’t get half
baked information

***
For more works by Victor

Ochieng, detour to info@finan-
cialjuneteenth.com

By Ikhlas Saleem
Special to

The Mid-South Tribune
and the 

Black Information
Highway

www.
blackinformationhighway.

com 

In 1986 Whitney Houston cov-
ered the George Benson hit, The
Greatest Love of All, which he
originally recorded for a film
biography of Muhammad Ali.
Stephen Holden of The New
York Times wrote that
Houston’s cover gave the “mes-
sage of self-worth an astounding
resonance and conviction…a
compelling assertion of black
pride, family loyalty and spiritu-
al devotion, all at once.”
Now that I work in education,

this is a song I often reflect upon
when feeling emotionally
tasked, particularly the opening
lines:

I believe the children are our
future

Teach them well and let them
lead the way

Show them all the beauty they
possess inside

Give them a sense of pride to
make it easier

Let the children’s laughter
remind us how we used to be

My grade-school friend,

This “wait” has almost always
meant “never.” … “Justice too
long delayed is justice denied.” -
Martin Luther King, Jr., from
“Letter from a Birmingham Jail”

By Marilyn Anderson
Rhames

Special to
The Mid-South Tribune

and the 
Black Information

Highway
www.

blackinformationhighway.
com

This Black History Month, in
honor of Dr. King’s legacy, a
mentor-friend of mine, Peter
Meyer, sent me an
EducationNext report that shows
that the achievement gap
between blacks and whites first
documented in the 1966 govern-

Marilyn Anderson Rhames 

How many Februarys
will it take for America
to believe Black children
are the future, too?

Ikhlas Saleem

Yasmine Muhammad, who was
blessed with the talent—and in
this case burden—of a great
singing voice, was requested to
sing this song at every awards
ceremony, academic gathering
and sometimes basketball games
because, why not.
I didn’t know it then but what

an incredible message to contin-
uously impart upon children—
particularly children that were
and are descendants of slaves,
carrying almost 400 years of
baggage of a dignity lost and a
future almost impossible to
dream.
So now in 2016, I can reflect

and celebrate my ancestors that
carried the burden of a back
breakin’, cotton-pickin’ South,
while spending their nights in
hope of freedom trying to make
sense of a language that was not
their own, while being reminded
that their futures lie in nothing
but death or labor of the
American South.
Nate Bowling has said it before

and I’ll say it again, while the
fate of black children lies out-
side of plantation fields,
America isn’t quite ready to
believe or concede that black
children are the future. Instead
there’s the exception. There’s
the, “Jahmal, despite his circum-
stances, who has managed to
exceed expectations.” There’s
also, “Keisha who displays

Are we really 250 years away
from closing achievement gap?

Black
media

from front page

ment-sponsored Coleman
Report has hardly budged some
50 years later when compared to
the most recent student achieve-
ment data from the National
Assessment of Educational
Progress (NAEP):
In both math and reading, the

national test-score gap in 1965
was 1.1 standard deviations,
implying that the average black
12th grader placed at the 13th
percentile of the score distribu-
tion for white students. In other
words, 87 percent of white 12th
graders scored ahead of the
average black 12th grader.
What does it look like 50 years

later?
In math, the size of the gap has

fallen nationally by 0.2 standard
deviations, but that still leaves
the average black 12th-grade
student at only the 19th per-
centile of the white distribution.

In reading, the achievement gap
has improved slightly more than
in math (0.3 standard devia-
tions), but after a half century,
the average black student scores
at just the 22nd percentile of the
white distribution.
According to research by Eric

A. Hanushek and Paul E.
Peterson, the nationwide
achievement gap is narrowing at
a rate so slow that it would take
250 years to equalize the math
learning outcomes (and a few
years less in reading) of black
and white children in America.
I think Dr. King would agree

that such a long delay is justice
denied.

THE COLEMAN REPORT
I once read that Dr. King was

worried that the groundbreaking
Brown v. Board of Education
school integration decision in
1954 would harm black children
because it would remove them
from supportive black teachers
and place them in classrooms
with white teachers who might
think low of them and hold low
expectations.
However, Coleman, a die-hard

racial integrationist, asserted
that the family backgrounds of
students (i.e., education level,
size, structure, amount of read-
ing material), had a greater
impact on student achievement
than teachers and schools.

Willie Lynch arrives in the 21st Century
with ‘Keys’ on how to control Black people
Editor's Note: This speech was
purportedly given by slave
owner, William Lynch, on the
bank of the James River in
1712.

***

By William Lynch
Dedicated to 21st Century

‘Negroes’

Gentlemen, I greet you here on
the bank of the James River in
the year of our Lord one thou-
sand seven hundred and twelve.
First, I shall thank you, the gen-
tlemen of the Colony of
Virginia, for bringing me here. I
am here to help you solve some
of your problems with slaves.
Your invitation reached me on
my modest plantation in the
West Indies where I have exper-
imented with some of the newest
and still the oldest methods for
control of slaves. Ancient Rome
would envy us if my program is
implemented. As our boat sailed
south on the James River, named
for our illustrious King, whose
version of the Bible we cherish,

I saw enough to know that your
problem is not unique. While
Rome used cords of wood as
crosses for standing human bod-
ies along its old highways in
great numbers you are here
using the tree and the rope on
occasion.
I caught a whiff of a dead slave

hanging from a tree a couple of
miles back. You are not only los-
ing valuable stock by hangings,
you are having uprisings, slaves
are running away, your crops are
sometimes left in the fields too
long for maximum profit, you
suffer occasional fires, your ani-
mals are killed. Gentlemen, you

know what your problems are; I
do not need to elaborate. I am
not here to enumerate your prob-
lems, I am here to introduce you
to a method of solving them.
In my bag here, I have a fool

proof method for controlling
your Black slaves. I guarantee
everyone of you that if installed
correctly it will control the laves
for at least 300 years. My
method is simple. Any member
of your family or your overseer
can use it.
I have outlined a number of dif-

ferences among the slaves; and I
take these differences and  make
them bigger. I use fear, distrust,
and envy for control purposes.
These methods have worked on
my modest plantation in the
West and it will work throughout
the South. Take this simple little
list of differences, and think
about them. On top of my list is
"Age", the second is "Color" or
shade, there is intelligence, size,
sex, size of plantations, status on
plantation, attitude of owners,

Please see page 13

“I have outlined a number
of differences among the
slaves; and I take these
differences and  make
them bigger. I use fear, dis-
trust, and envy for control
purposes. These methods
have worked on  my mod-
est plantation in the West
and it will work through-
out the South.” 

Please see page 13


