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The Mid-South Tribune Credo
"Let me give you a word of the philosophy of reforms. The whole history of the

progress of human   liberty shows that all concessions, yet made to her august claims,
have been born of earnest struggle. The conflict has been exciting, agitating, all-absorb-
ing, and for the time being putting all other tumults to silence. It must do this or it does
nothing.    

“If there is no struggle, there is no progress. Those who profess to favor free-
dom, and yet depreciate agitation, are men who want crops without plowing up the
ground. They want the ocean without the awful thunder and lightening. They want the
ocean without the awful roar of its many waters. This struggle may be a moral one: or
it may be a physical one: or it may be both moral and physical; but it must be a strug-
gle. Power concedes nothing without demand."

Quote from Mr. Frederick Douglass, editor and publisher of the North Star, 
an African American newspaper (1845)
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Blacks, Black History and
the Republican Party woes

CHICAGO, IL /PRNewswire/ -
- In March of 1968, Dr.
Reverend Martin Luther King Jr.
gave a powerful speech on "the
other America" describing 2 sep-
arate and distinct American
experiences: one for folks who
were thriving, knocking at the
doors of opportunity and plenty,
and one for those shut out of the
country's prosperity, plagued by
"inadequate, substandard and
often dilapidated housing condi-
tions and substandard, inferior
quality-less schools." He went
on to describe what he saw as
the only pathway to genuine
equality: economic equality. He
said,  "For we know that it isn't
enough to integrate lunch coun-
ters. What does it profit a man to
be able to eat at an integrated
lunch counter if he doesn't earn
enough money to buy a ham-
burger and a cup of coffee?"
Nearly fifty years later, we are

still talking about the other
America, one where some have
been systematically held back
from financial mobility because
of the long reach of structural
inequality, an inequality deeply
rooted in past policies and prac-
tices that, while officially ruled
unlawful years ago still rear
their ugly heads in the American
real estate market. In this, I'm
talking about the historic prac-
tice of redlining, the government
sanctioned practice of denying
loans or insurance to homeown-
ers in poor neighborhoods that
left them strangled from invest-
ment or economic development,
creating seas of poverty, for
decades and decades without

By Raynard Jackson 
(NNPA Newswire Columnist)

As we prepare to celebrate the
beginning of Black History
Month this week, the
Republican Party continues to
show its ineptness in cultivating
“real” relationships with the
Black community. They contin-
ue to hire and highlight Black
Democrats at the expense of
Black Republicans.

There is not one Black
Republican working for the
Trump administration in the
White House; you have one
Black Democrat working for
Trump who seems to never miss
an opportunity to speak ill of
Black Republicans in private
meetings, based on phone calls I
have received.
To commemorate Black History
Month, Republicans on Capitol
Hill and in The White House
will probably issue a perfuncto-

Lamell McMorris

A Martin Luther King Jr. Day
message from Greenlining Realty
USA founder, Lamell McMorris

Raynard Jackson

ry press statement written by a
White aide that communicates
absolutely nothing.

It wasn’t until I created the
“Black Republican Trailblazer
Awards” five years ago that any-
thing meaningful was ever done
under the Republican label to
acknowledge Black History

Month. Now the party is even
trying to steal that from Black
folks by way of a lawsuit; which
most of you are aware of.
February 11-12, we will contin-

ue our tradition of honoring
those who have made a signifi-
cant contribution to America,
the Black community and the
Republican Party. You can visit
our website to see who our hon-
orees are and other plans we
have to honor them
(www.bafbf.org).
The Republican Party and the

Trump administration both have
compelling stories to tell relative
to the Black community; but
neither have any Blacks around
them who have the institutional
knowledge or the communica-
tion skills to effectively tell that
story. It’s not enough to have
Blacks on your staff; but just as
important, you must have the
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‘Keys, on
How to
Control
Black

People’
Editor's Note: This speech was
purportedly given by slave
owner, William Lynch, on the
bank of the James River in
1712.

***

By William Lynch (1712)

Gentlemen, I greet you here on
the bank of the James River in
the year of our Lord one thou-
sand seven hundred and twelve.
First, I shall thank you, the gen-
tlemen of the Colony of
Virginia, for bringing me here. I
am here to help you solve some
of your problems with slaves.
Your invitation reached me on
my modest plantation in the
West Indies where I have exper-
imented with some of the newest
and still the oldest methods for
control of slaves. Ancient Rome
would envy us if my program is
implemented. As our boat sailed
south on the James River, named
for our illustrious King, whose
version of the Bible we cherish,
I saw enough to know that your
problem is not unique. While
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In my bag here, I have a
fool proof method for con-
trolling your Black slaves.
I guarantee everyone of
you that if installed cor-
rectly it will control the
laves for at least 300
years. My method is sim-
ple. Any member of your
family or your overseer
can use it.
Rome used cords of wood as
crosses for standing human bod-
ies along its old highways in
great numbers you are here
using the tree and the rope on
occasion.
I caught a whiff of a dead slave

hanging from a tree a couple of
miles back. You are not only los-
ing valuable stock by hangings,
you are having uprisings, slaves
are running away, your crops are
sometimes left in the fields too
long for maximum profit, you
suffer occasional fires, your ani-
mals are killed. Gentlemen, you
know what your problems are; I
do not need to elaborate. I am
not here to enumerate your prob-
lems, I am here to introduce you
to a method of solving them.

In my bag here, I have a fool
proof method for controlling
your Black slaves. I guarantee
everyone of you that if installed
correctly it will control the laves
for at least 300 years. My
method is simple. Any member
of your family or your overseer
can use it.
I have outlined a number of dif-

ferences among the slaves; and I
take these differences and  make
them bigger. I use fear, distrust,
and envy for control purposes.
These methods have worked on
my modest plantation in the
West and it will work throughout
the South. Take this simple little
list of differences, and think
about them. On top of my list is
"Age", the second is "Color" or
shade, there is intelligence, size,
sex, size of plantations, status on
plantation, attitude of owners,
whether the slaves live in the
valley, on a hill, East, West,
North, South, have fine hair or
coarse hair, or is tall or short.
Now that you have a list of dif-
ferences, I shall give you an out-
line of action--but before that I
shall assure you that distrust is
stronger than adulation, respect
or admiration.

reprieve.
I started Greenlining Realty

USA because I felt a calling to
do something real, something
tangible and something that said
YES to neighborhoods that for
so long heard NO.
I started to look around neigh-
borhoods in Chicago, where I
grew up, neighborhoods like
Woodlawn that are still filled
with empty lots, ramshackle
properties, violent crime and
joblessness. I look into the soul
of that community and I see peo-

ple: families, brothers, daugh-
ters, sons, grandparents, work-
ing hard to hold onto their com-
munity in spite of everything
conventional being stacked
against them. They, contrary to
what the rhetorical, deficit based
narrative might insist, have
pride, faith, and drive. They
must be supported, and their
goals, wants and needs for their
neighborhood can be realized
through collaboration.
By collaboration I don't mean a

prescription for what someone
who doesn't live there thinks is
the solution to the problems that
have taken decades of divest-
ment to come to fruition. By col-
laboration, I mean the need for
communities and people of con-
scious to focus on their common
interest. This isn't something
that will drop out of the sky, it's
something that must cede judg-
ment and prescriptive thinking
to listening, evaluating, consen-
sus building, resource develop-
ment, and visioning. 
We, right now, in 2017 are in a

critical place where we need to
tune out chatter and rhetoric and
take a new look at what role we
have to play in how to chart a
new path together. What does
success look like in rebuilding
communities that have been his-
torically cut off from invest-
ment? Is success a dollar store
on every block surrounded by
parking lots? Is it vast open
green spaces that work in sub-
urbs but in urban communities
might become a battleground
between rival gangs? My guess
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I look into the soul of that
community and I see people:
families, brothers, daugh-
ters, sons, grandparents,
working hard to hold onto
their community in spite of
everything conventional
being stacked against them.
They, contrary to what the
rhetorical, deficit based nar-
rative might insist, have
pride, faith, and drive. They
must be supported, and their
goals, wants and needs for
their neighborhood can be
realized through collabora-
tion.

formerly enslaved African
Americans, many of whom
headed west looking for a new
life after the Civil War.
Nicodemus represents the
involvement of African
Americans in the westward
expansion and settlement of the
Great Plains. Five historic build-
ings in the town are physical
expressions of the five pillars of
the African American communi-
ty - church, self-government,
education, home, and business. 
Sequoia and Kings Canyon
National Parks in California.

In addition to visiting national
parks in person, the National
Park Service has many other
ways for people to delve deeper
into African American history.
Learn more at
w w w. n p s . g o v / a a h i s t o r y.
Additional resources include a
series of 41 travel itineraries
related to African American
History and 24 Teaching with
Historic Places lesson plans as
well as the Network to Freedom
which recognizes sites, pro-
grams and facilities associated
with the Underground Railroad.

Detour to African American Sites  
from page  4

Editorial: Battle continues for
presidential promotion for Col.
Charles Young ... from front page
to graduate from West Point, his
due. As a matter of fact, the
Coalition had so much hope that
it immediately got in touch with
the White House after Obama
was elected. The White House
promised to call them. It never
did. They put in more calls and
sent correspondence. No
response back. The Coalition
eventually enlisted the congres-
sional help of Cong. Barbara
Lee and Cong. Charles Rangel
(See Rangel’s letter in this edi-
tion). Still to no avail. The only
action that came after Lee asked
for a reason was correspondence
sent to Charles Blatcher III,
chairman of the Coalition, from
the Center for Military History
(CMH) in which the CMH stat-
ed that Young’s records had been
lost in a fire and “…We simply
do not have authority to approve
or deny such a request for any-
one, living or dead…We were
asked to evaluate the service at
the general officer level. This
was a test we felt he did not meet
as he was a colonel. Had they
taken him back in for WWI serv-
ice—and certainly race played
as a major issue in that deci-
sion—he would have had gener-
al officer experience if not
rank.”  Of course, this was the
runaround the Coalition
received, a runaround very much
akin to the racist practice of a

Black person being qualified for
a position but never given the
title or position!

For several years, we have
strongly supported and joined in
the Coalition’s campaign to give
Col. Young his respect and what
is justifiably due him. It is inter-
esting to note that this alleged
‘fire’ did not erase Col. Young
and his combat service in the
history books. Even the new
Smithsonian National Museum
of African American History and
Culture has made reference to
Col. Young albeit not enough.
And yet, the CMH seemingly
and happily joined in with an
uncaring White House to contin-
ue to screw over Col. Young and
his patriotism. 

The National Coalition of
Veteran Organizations and its
chairman Charles Blatcher III
continue their fight, hoping that
Col. Young will get his ‘hon-
orary presidential promotion to
general’ from this new president
who will hopefully choose not to
give this venerable Coalition of
patriots the previous runaround.
We shall continue our support

of these courageous African
American military groups to get
a presidential honorary promo-
tion of a Black military officer
who was denied promotion
because it meant white soldiers
would have had to salute him.


