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Should
HBCUs

die?

“Stitchin’ and Pullin’” by Patricia C. McKissack can be a perfect gift in education in teaching patience and creativity. The quilt has a long history in
the African American community. During slavery, codes on how to find the ‘Underground Railroad’ were sewn into the patchwork. “Stitchin’ and
Pullin’” is now available in bookstores and other retail outlets. Also, see the history of the quilt in this edition and a list of those honored with a patch-
work on the Education Quilt. For more history, travel on the Black History lane and the Education Quilt lane on the Black Information Highway at
www.blackinformationhighway.com . Also, see this edition for the Education Quilt definition page (page 12).

Wilberforce University’s Col. Charles Young
and ‘Black Cats’ a.k.a. Beta Kappa Sigma
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Are HBCUs a dying breed? Is
there no longer a place for them
in post segregation? Subtly these
questions were being answered
with ‘no’ after the 1964 Civil
Rights Bill became law. But as
we go into the 21st Century, a
growing number of state legisla-
tures have escalated the politics
of education by pushing up
funding to expand community
colleges at an accelerated pace.
Could this be a veiled strategy to
displace HBCUs?  Many legisla-
tures in dealing with tight budg-
ets and budget cuts are more apt
to continue to support historical-
ly white colleges and universi-
ties probably on the rationale
that a community does not need
two or more institutions of high-
er learning; therefore, the HBCU
becomes expendable. 
Another tactic being used by

these legislators to dismantle
HBCUs is to make more strin-
gent the criteria for African
American students and their par-
ents to qualify for student loans.
This tactic is also coupled with
making defunct many Black-
owned and community-owned
banks by taking away their abil-
ity to service minorities with
student loans. Such loans were
the bread and butter for these
smaller banks. The bulk of these
loans are now being handled by
the big brand banks. 

Still another tool is to go
aggressively after these Black
colleges with trumped up
accreditation issues which stem
not from academic concerns but
from political concerns.
Throughout America’s history,
Black institutions from the ele-
mentary to collegiate levels have
long had to contend with the
lack of educational materials in
spite of the allegedly “separate
but equal” clause of which only
the “separate” portion was
enforced. And still these Black
institutions were turning out
some of the finest minds under
such duress. If these institutions
were producing then, why not
now? In fact, they still do, but
there are systemic legislative
measures to step up the percep-
tion that they do not.
For the record among the many

fine minds HBCUs have turned
out are:  Nikki Giovanni (Fisk),
Alex Haley (Alcorn), Toni
Morrison (Howard), Rev.
Benjamin Hooks (LeMoyne-
Owen), Sean “P. Diddy” Combs
(Howard), Pam Oliver (Florida
A&M), Erykah Badu
(Grambling), A. Phillip
Randolph (Bethune Cookman
College), Anita Ward (Rust
College), Rosa Parks (Alabama
State), Oprah Winfrey
(Tennessee State), Congressman
Bennie Thompson (Jackson
State University )—and the list
goes on.
Before we go further with this

paper, let us put to rest the myth
that Black Americans them-
selves did not play a vital role in
founding these institutions, in
keeping them financially afloat
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Special to 
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New information has come to
light linking legendary Buffalo
Soldier and United States
Colonel Charles Young to an
early fraternal organization
known as The Black Cats, or
Beta Kappa Sigma, a little
known but exemplary club for
men at Wilberforce University
in Ohio in the late 1800s.

Charles Young, America’s first
African-American colonel,
earned many honored titles in
his lifetime. Born to enslaved
parents in Kentucky in 1864,
Young went on to graduate from
West Point and then devoted his
life to proudly serving his coun-
try as a Buffalo Soldier. His acu-
men caused him to rise through
the military ranks, from Captain
to Major and Lt. Colonel, then
achieving the highest honor for a
black soldier at the time, full
Colonel, in 1918. In addition,
Young was the first black
Superintendent of a National
Park, California’s Sequoia
National Park. He also served as
a military attaché to Liberia and
Hispaniola. Along the way he
received many honors, including
the prestigious Spingarn Medal
from the NAACP and various

Editor’s Note: Colonel Charles Young is seated second from left; however, some of these names of the Black Cats have
been lost or are illegible; thus, order of identifications cannot be determined but other Black Cats were: [Illegible] Sam
King; John Meunier (Africa) ;Limber [illegible] Zanesville; Arthur Wills, Montana; Bob Chas. , Chicago; John Cinc,
Flowellen; Bryan Perkins; Sherman Honnicott, Texas; Willie Osborne ; Elmer Burns; and Clarence Young.  (Photo
Credit: National Afro-American Museum and Cultural Center) Please see page 10Please see page 2


