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Nate Parker's movie The Birth
of a Nation has revived the
question: What caused Nat
Turner's 1831 uprising? Turner,
first of all, was not a deranged
misfit who acted outside of a
historical context of previous
African freedom fighters.
Throughout slavery's duration,
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NEW YORK, /PRNewswire/ --
Black Millennials are 11.5 mil-
lion strong and leading a viral
vanguard that is driving African-
Americans' innovative use of
mobile technology and closing
the digital divide. Nielsen high-
lights this group in a new report
called "Young, Connected and
Black: African-American
Millennials Are Driving Social
Change and Leading Digital
Advancement." With $162 bil-
lion in buying power and undis-
puted cultural influence, Black
Millennials are using their
power to successfully raise
awareness of issues facing the
Black community and influence
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resistance was not only constant
and fatal, but twofold . . .
Africans equally resisted both
slavery and Americanization. 
Contrary to popular "feel good"

versions of history, the "fight
against slavery" should not be
presumed as a "fight to become
American."  For enslaved
Africans like Turner,
Americanization was the obsta-
cle -- not the vehicle -- to the
freedom they sought.  
A largely overlooked factor that
forged Africans into Americans
was their inability to muster
enough weapons to militarily
free themselves from
Americanization.  Along with
the 2nd Amendment which
allowed Whites to bear arms,
slavery was also backed by
America's military, which is
why 800 soldiers deployed
against Turner.  Within this con-
text of warfare (which fomented
at least 313 recorded armed
uprisings), there is provable evi-
dence that Africans became
Americans -- not by virtue of

winning the Civil War -- but by
virtue of prior military defeats.
CNN Town Halls won't discuss
this, but numerous captives were
already soldiers in Africa
beforehand, who like Turner,
held deep monotheistic beliefs.
Once in America these battle-
tested troops launched guerrilla
forms of warfare whenever pos-
sible, using whatever weapons
possible, with clear theological
convictions that fused spirituali-

ty with revolution.  Naturally,
after being forcibly uprooted
5,000 miles from long-lived
kingdoms and cultures, they
deemed Euro-Americans as new
adversaries, and
Americanization was certainly
not their goal.   
This explains why tens of thou-

sands of Africans militarily
fought with the British against
America during the
Revolutionary War and the War
of 1812.  Plus, another 100,000
fled or died fleeing to join
British forces.  Conclusive stats
are unknown, but from a sheer
combat perspective, the
Revolutionary War could be
framed as the largest uprising of
Africans who ever unified to
militarily free themselves from
Americanization . . . including
Africans reportedly owned by
George Washington and Thomas
Jefferson.    

Despite being defeated, it is
still necessary to credit legitima-
cy to such Africans, beyond dis-
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“What caused Nat
Turner's 1831 uprising?
Turner, first of all, was not
a deranged misfit who
acted outside of a histori-
cal context of previous
African freedom fighters.
Throughout slavery's
duration, resistance was
not only constant and
fatal, but twofold . . .
Africans equally resisted
both slavery and
Americanization.” 

Nielsen 2016
Report: Black 

millennials close
the Digital Divide

decisions shaping our world.
Media and brands are taking
notice, creating campaigns and
content that target this increas-
ingly influential demographic
with greater ad spends and more
diverse programming. The sixth
in Nielsen's Diverse Intelligence
Series focused on Black con-
sumers, "Young, Connected and
Black" paints a picture of a
Black diaspora that is tech-
savvy; socially and civically
engaged; growing in population
(46.3 million or 14% of the U.S.
population) and buying power
(nearly $1.2 trillion in 2015);
and optimistic about the future.
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NASHVILLE, TN.,
/PRNewswire/ -- With the flip of
a switch, Nashville's Gaylord
Opryland Resort turned on its
2.3 million holiday lights and
officially kicked off its 33rd
annual A Country Christmas cel-
ebration.
A Country Christmas, presented
by FUJIFILM INSTA, runs
through Jan. 1, and includes a
sleigh-full of over-the-top holi-
day experiences, from dazzling
holiday shows and attractions to
towering Christmas trees and
enormous ornaments.
"It takes months to transform

our 2,882-room resort and nine
acres of indoor gardens into one
of the most Christmassy destina-
tions in the country," said
Gaylord Opryland
Entertainment Director Amanda
Taylor. "The effort is well-worth
it when we get to see visitors
young and old enjoying heart-
warming holiday traditions and
making memories with us."
The resort's signature holiday
attraction—ICE!, presented by
Pepsi—returns with a new
theme that might just "go down
in history." This year, the
beloved Christmas tale, Rudolph
The Red-Nosed Reindeer comes
to life like never before in 2 mil-
lion pounds of colorful, larger-
than-life ice sculptures. Kept at
nine degrees Fahrenheit, the
exhibit is hand-carved by 40
master artisans from Harbin,
China, and includes favorite
scenes with Rudolph and his
friends, plus multi-story ice
slides. For more chilly fun,
guests can head outdoors and
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No one can argue that Bishop
T. D. Jakes has become an estab-
lished household name mainly
associated with the Christian
community, but over the years
his name has crossed the reli-
gion sector and now intersects
with both the religion and com-
mercial sectors, placing him on
yet another level of popularity. 
His latest book, “Destiny,” and
those books which preceded it
landed on the New York Times
Bestseller list numerous times
and sold in the millions. So, it
was no surprise that T. D. Jakes
ventured into the secular section
with the T.D. Jakes Show which

debuted in September of 2016.
One has to only read his works
or listen to his sermons on
DayStar, TBN, or Word net-
works to see why this jump into
commercial television was a nat-
ural.

The syndicated show can be
seen on such non-cable net-
works as Fox, NBC, ABC and
other networks and on such
cable networks as OWN: Oprah
Winfrey Network (Check local
networks for times, dates, and
channel designation). For more
information on the series specif-
ic networks, viewers can visit
http://www.tdjakes.com/show/s
how-listings.
Already the T.D. Jakes show has
tackled in-depth such subjects as

abusive relationships, interracial
relationships, marital affairs,
dating, teenage pregnancy,
online abuse, in-law problems,
financial—this list goes on, but
if you think this is another run-
of-the-mill-have-seen-that talk
show,  it isn’t. This is because
the charismatic Jakes puts his
knowledge base and experience
to solve problems and he brings
in other experts and those regu-
lar folks who have gone through
whatever issued being explored.
Even the Bishop’s spouse, Mrs.
Serita Jakes, offers insight into
her ordeal and miraculous
recovery when she encountered
a head-on car collision. Oprah
Winfrey herself has been a guest
in this down-home setting.

Another popular guest was Tyler
Perry who came from hardships
to become one of America’s
most beloved filmmakers intro-
ducing the icon ‘Madea’ charac-
ter.  Intriguing guests and other
topics are set for the 2017 sea-
son. 

Viewers can also call 1-800-
BISHOP-2 or participate on
Twitter with #tdjakesshow or
Tweet at @tdjakesshow or visit
Facebook.com/tdjakesshow to
suggest topics or volunteer to be
a guest if they want to share their
experience on various problems.
Viewers can also use their own

Twitter accounts to get the word
out about the new T.D. Jakes
Show.
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Gaylord Opryland
Resort presents its
big 33rd annual ‘A
Country Christmas’

brave the resort's extreme snow
tubing hill covered in 1.5 million
pounds of real snow or go on a
yuletide glide on the 6,000-
square-foot ice rink. 
Audiences will find their hearts
growing a few sizes along with
The Grinch's as Dr. Seuss' How
The Grinch Stole Christmas!
The Musical returns bigger,
meaner and greener for its final
year at the Grand Ole Opry
House now through Dec. 25.
Hailed by The New York Times
as "100 times better than any
bedside story," this classic holi-
day musical will enchant adults
and children alike. The show
features the hit songs "You're A
Mean One Mr. Grinch" and
"Welcome Christmas" (written
by Albert Hague and Dr. Seuss)
from the original animated tele-
vision special. Max the Dog nar-
rates while the mean and schem-
ing Grinch, whose heart is "two
sizes too small," decides to steal
Christmas away from the love-
able Whos. All new for 2016 is
Breakfast with the Grinch—an
interactive dining experience
with the star of the Broadway
show—The Grinch himself!
Grand Ole Opry members Larry
Gatlin & The Gatlin Brothers
are bringing their trademark
family harmonies to a holiday
dinner show at Gaylord
Opryland. After a feast prepared
by the resort's award-winning
chefs, audiences will be dazzled
by the incredible Grammy
Award-winning trio. Known for
major hits like "All The Gold In
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A decade of economic and educational prosperity
propels Black America's viral vanguard, led by 11.5 mil-
lion digitally empowered persuaders, says report

On the T. D. Jakes Show, guests meet with popular host T.D. Jakes to discuss problems to get answers. (Photo/courtesy
T.D. Jakes Show)


