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NEWARK, N.J. –  Audible Inc.,
the world’s largest seller and
producer of downloadable
audiobooks and other spoken
word entertainment, recently
announced that in honor of
Ralph Ellison’s influence on its
formation, Invisible Man,
Ellison’s masterpiece about an
African-American man’s strug-
gle to succeed in a segregated
society, will be available free on
Audible for the remainder of the
year. The audiobook, which is
performed by Emmy Award-
winning actor Joe Morton in a
rendition lauded by Audible cus-
tomers in over 1,000 reviews on
Audible’s website, can now be
downloaded free at
audible.com/ellison.

The offering coincided with a
forthcoming words-and-music
tribute to the great American
novelist, literary critic and
scholar and his remarkable jazz
collection which took  place in
NJPAC’s Prudential Hall in
Newark on November 1. The
evening featured live music by
trumpeter Wynton Marsalis,
singers Catherine Russell,
Angelique Kidjo and Patti
Austin and music director Andy
Farber, as well as special guest
readers including Scandal actor
and audiobook narrator Morton,
hip-hop artist Talib Kweli,
Audible founder and CEO Don
Katz, and noted Ellison scholar
Robert O’Meally.
The event was introduced by

Katz, who was taught by Ellison
while an undergraduate at NYU
and was supported by Ellison
through his first career as a
writer. 
“Many people are unaware that

Audible was founded by one
professional writer but inspired

“Forgiving Christmas” by Arelya J. Mitchell, Publisher/Editor-in-Chief of The
Mid-South Tribune, is now available on Kindle and in print in bookstores and at
Amazon.com. The audio version of the novel performed by Janine Santana is
available  also at Amazon.com

Miss Robbie continues to delight
fans on ‘Sweetie Pie’s’ on OWN
with business, pleasure and family

Ralph Ellison’s ‘Invisible Man’
available for free download at
Audible in celebration of writer

at root by one of the most impor-
tant novelists of the 20th centu-
ry. From its earliest days,
Audible’s vision and mission
have been inspired by Ralph
Ellison’s understanding of the
power of oral tradition and his
ability to hear the music in well-
wrought arrangements of spoken
words,” said Katz. “My own fas-
cination with the sound of well-
composed words and the music
embedded in language goes way
back to my good luck of having
Ralph as my teacher and mentor.
In many ways, Audible exists
today to honor his legacy.”

“It is also fitting that we will
celebrate Ralph’s deep love of
jazz—and the jazz in his bril-
liant prose—in Audible’s adopt-
ed home town. Newark, New
Jersey’s deep and formative con-
nection to the African-American
experience and to the American
art form that is jazz is one of the
many reasons Audible is head-

quartered here and why we
believe in Newark’s bright
future.”

“We’re delighted to have this
opportunity to encourage our
growing population of listeners,
including students of all ages, to
rediscover Ellison or to marvel
at his prose for the first time,”
added Katz.

For more information about
“Jazz in the Key of Ellison,” vis-
ithttp://www.njpac.org/events/d
etail/jazz-in-the-key-of-ellison.

Audible invented and commer-
cialized the first digital audio
player in 1997, and has since
been at the forefront of the
explosively growing audiobook
download segment. Audible
members downloaded an aver-
age of more than 17 books over
the course of the year. More than
half of new Audible members
are first-time audiobook buyers.

ABOUT AUDIBLE, INC.
Audible, Inc., an Amazon.com,
Inc. subsidiary
(NASDAQ:AMZN), is the lead-
ing provider of premium digital
spoken audio information and
entertainment, offering cus-
tomers a new way to enhance
and enrich their lives every day.
Audible was created to unleash
the emotive music in language
and the habituating power and
utility of verbal expression.
Audible content includes more
than 300,000 audio programs
from leading audiobook publish-
ers, broadcasters, entertainers,
magazine and newspaper pub-
lishers, and business informa-
tion providers. Audible is also
the preeminent provider of spo-
ken-word audio products for
Apple’s iTunes Store

‘Jazz in the Key of Ellison’ presented to honor the masterpiece

From its earliest days,
Audible’s vision and mis-
sion have been inspired by
Ralph Ellison’s under-
standing of the power of
oral tradition and his abil-
ity to hear the music in
well-wrought arrange-
ments of spoken words,”
said Katz. “My own fasci-
nation with the sound of
well-composed words and
the music embedded in
language goes way back to
my good luck of having
Ralph as my teacher and
mentor. In many ways,
Audible exists today to
honor his legacy.”
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Tickets are now on sale for
hot Super Bowl Opening
Night Fueled by Gatorade
The NFL will kick off Super
Bowl LI festivities in Houston
by hosting the participating
teams and fans in primetime at
Super Bowl Opening Night
Fueled by Gatorade on Monday,
January 30, 2017 at Minute
Maid ParkTM. Starting today,
fans may purchase tickets at
Ticketmaster.com.

Super Bowl Opening Night,
which debuted at Super Bowl 50
in the San Francisco Bay Area,
will be the first time the players
and coaches meet with the
media in Houston. The event
will begin at 7:00 p.m. CT with
interviews from 7:15-8:15 p.m.
CT and 9:00-10:00 p.m. CT.

"Building on the success at
Super Bowl 50, we're excited to
bring Super Bowl Opening

Night to Houston and provide
fans more opportunities to be a
part of the excitement of Super
Bowl week," said NFL Senior
Vice President of Events PETER
O'REILLY. "Hosting the event at
the stadium allows us to bring
more fans closer to the action, as
media from around the world
interview members of Super
Bowl teams for the first time."

Fans will sit in the stadium
stands and watch thousands of
media interview the Super Bowl
players. In addition, the event
will feature live musical per-
formances from premiere talent,
special appearances and auto-
graphs by NFL Legends, cheer-
leaders and team mascots, and a
Red Carpet fan photo opportuni-
ty.

Super Bowl Opening Night in
Houston will be televised live on
NFL Network. Fans in atten-
dance will receive gift bags with
a radio to tune into NFL
Network coverage and listen to
some of the individual player
interviews from the podium
microphones.
Tickets are available for pur-

chase at Ticketmaster.com and
start as low as $20.00. Doors
will open at 5:30 p.m. CT.
Super Bowl LI will be played
February 5, 2017 at NRG
Stadium in Houston.

For more information and
updates on the event and other
Super Bowl LI celebrations,
fans may visit SuperBowl.com
or follow @SuperBowl on
Twitter.

 

LOS ANGELES – Viewers can
continue to watch soul food
entrepreneur and matriarch Miss
Robbie Montgomery, her son
Tim Norman and their vibrant
family on OWN: Oprah Winfrey
Network on Saturdays at 8 p.m.
CT in the family drama-fueled
reality  “Welcome to Sweetie
Pie’s.” The series, an NAACP
Image Award-winning docu-
series, is produced by Pilgrim
Media Group. (Check your cable
network for channel designa-
tion.)

The series follows the fun-lov-
ing, musical Montgomery fami-
ly through their highs and lows
as they work to expand their
soul food empire.
This season, the family experi-
ences a devastating tragedy
when they learn of the senseless
murder of Miss Robbie’s grand-
son, Andre, forcing them to
reflect on other dark moments
from the family’s past. Tim also
revisits the prison where he was
incarcerated for 10 years, and
Miss Robbie joins him “behind
the wall” to witness first-hand
the shocking reality her son
experienced at the young age of
17.
Meanwhile, as Miss Robbie and
Tim continue to expand the
Sweetie Pie’s brand, they don’t
always see eye-to-eye on the
best approach. And after 30
years, Miss Robbie revives her

Miss Robbie Montgomery shows that she still has the moves of a former Ikette and a
present sensation on her docu-series, ‘Sweetie Pie’s’ which airs on OWN:Oprah Winfrey
Network. (Photo/Courtesy of OWN)

music career, this time doing it
her way with exciting opportuni-
ties on the horizon. As always –
amid personal tragedy, legal tur-
moil and new ventures – the
Sweetie Pie’s family manages to
find strength, love and humor
throughout their journey.

“Welcome to Sweetie Pie’s” is

produced by Pilgrim Media
Group. Executive producers are
Craig Piligian, Melodie Calvert,
Robbie Montgomery, Tim
Norman, Jeff Keane, Tim
Breitbach and Steve Luebbert.

About Welcome to Sweetie
Pie’s and Miss Robbie

When Robbie Montgomery’s

Fans can find Miss Robbie’s
“Sweetie Pie’s Cookbook” on
Amazon.com, bookstores, and
other retail outlets for recipes
for the holiday season and
year around entertaining.
(Photo/Courtesy of OWN)

lung collapsed, the 1960’s back-
up singer and former Ikette had
to hustle to keep her family
afloat, so she whipped out her
mother’s recipes and turned her
second love—cooking, into a
soul food empire. Today, with
five locations and counting
across St. Louis and Los
Angeles, Miss Robbie and her
son Tim are hoping to bring their
brand to the masses.

OWN: Oprah Winfrey Network
is the first and only network
named for, and inspired by, a
single iconic leader. Oprah
Winfrey's heart and creative
instincts inform the brand – and
the magnetism of the channel.
Winfrey provides leadership in
programming and attracts super-
star talent to join her in prime-
time, building a global commu-
nity of like-minded viewers and
leading that community to con-
nect on social media and
beyond. OWN is a singular des-
tination on cable. Depth with
edge. Heart. Star power.
Connection. And endless possi-
bilities.
OWN is a joint venture between
Harpo, Inc. and Discovery
Communications. The network
debuted on January 1, 2011. The
venture also includes the award
winning  digital platform
Oprah.com. For more informa-
tion, visit www.oprah.com
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A Contemporary Novel

By Arelya J. Mitchell

***

Performed in audio
by

Janine Santana

Available on Kindle, in audio, and print

at Amazon.com

When Christmas brings you the best and worst and delivers you
the bonus of the Great Recession, can you keep your family together?
“Forgiving Christmas” is a contemporary novel wrapped in symbolic

twists and the reality that ‘life’ happens and what happens
transcends all seasons.

Travel on the Book lane on The Mid-South Tribune and the
Black Information Highway at www.blackinformationhighway.com

Welcome, Travelers!

Email entertainment news to MSTentertainment@prodigy.net


