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‘Of Thee I Sing’ explores Black U.S.
military history and price of freedom

What 
is

Juneteenth?
By Charles Blatcher III
A book excerpt from “Of

Thee I Sing”

“What’s the price of freedom?”
People throughout the world
have asked the question for cen-
turies. While opinions differ on
the answer, most people agree
that the cost is not cheap, and the
payment plan is extended over
generations. Regardless of how
substantial the down payment,
there is a life long maintenance
fee associated with the attain-
ment. The contributions that
minority Americans have made
in the defense of this nation are a
substantial down payment
towards freedom. Many of the
men and women who made this
initial downpayment did not
have the opportunity to enjoy
the benefits for their investment.
The downpayment was paid in
their blood.

Our nation’s government has
not always acknowledged the
facts surrounding the minority
investment in the principles of
democracy. Black and white cit-
izens of the country are equally
ignorant of the facts. The
absence of information in our
public education system and in
our national museum network
contributes to the public’s igno-
rance. Hollywood has been
instrumental in raising public
awareness on the subject with
movies such as Glory, The
Tuskegee Airmen and The
Buffalo Soldiers. They have also
perpetuated the distortion of the
history through the production
of movies such as the Hell
Fighters, the Red Ball Express,
Patton and Saving Private Ryan.

In their portrayal of the deeds
and contributions, the credit is
given to White GI’s.
In real life, the “Hell Fighters”

were black soldiers of the 369th
Infantry Regiment in World War
I. The name was given to them
by their German adversaries.
The “Red Ball Express” was the
Quartermaster Transportation
Unit that supplied the troops on

their march through Europe in
World War II. Seventy-percent
of the men were black. In the
movie Patton, the only black
face in the film was that of his
orderly.  Many Americans do not
know that the All-Black 761st
“Black Panther” Tank Battalion
spearheaded General George
Patton’s victorious charge across
Europe in World War II. They

suffered a casualty rate of fifty-
percent. According to the movie
Saving Private Ryan, there was
no black participation in the D-
Day Invasion on 6 June, 1944.
Few are aware that the all-black
320th Anti Aircraft Barrage
Balloon Battalion and black
medics were on Omaha Beach at
zero hour on that day.
Hollywood’s attributing of the
names, deeds and accomplish-
ments to White GI’s totally dis-
torts the history. The distortions
are of total disregard of the
importance that the history holds Please see page 2

the future generations of minori-
ty people in America.

Office of the Supreme
Commander

Subject: Commendation
To: The Commanding

Officer, Officers and men of the
320th AA Balloon Battalion

(Through:
Commanding General, First

United States Army)

“…Your battalion landed in
France on 6 June, 1944, under
artillery, machine gun and rifle
fire. Despite in losses sustained,
the battalion carried out its mis-
sion with courage and determi-
nation, and proved an important
element of the air defense team.
The cheerfulness and devotion
to duty of officers and men have
been commented on by the per-
sonnel of other units.
This report is most gratifying to

me. I commend you and the offi-
cers and men of your battalion
for your fine efforts which has
merited the praise of all who
have observed it.”

-Dwight D. Eisenhower,
General, U.S. Army – 26 July
1944
The facts that are presented in

this publication are not widely
disseminated to the public. The
information is not provided to
our youth as a part of American
History taught in our Nation’s
Public Education System. They
are not the facts that you will
find presented in the nation’s
premier cultural institution, the
Smithsonian Institute. For those
who would argue the worthiness
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“Slavery in the United States
was a slave-breeding system.
This story of national expansion
premised on the reproduction of
captive humans who were labor,
merchandise, and a collateral,
all at once, is horrific, and it’s
basic to the story of our develop-
ment as a nation.” –The
American Slave Coast: A
History of the Slave-Breeding
Industry

The above is an assessment of
what was known as the Peculiar
Society to explain away the
immorality that slaves were bred
like cattle in American society.
Jimmy the Greek, who lost his
job as a sports announcer, can
probably rest easier now. Jimmy
brought up this fact that Blacks

WASHINGTON D.C. - In
observance of "Juneteenth," the
oldest and most popular com-
memoration of the end of slav-
ery in the United States, mem-
bers of the Project 21  black
leadership network are urging
black Americans to overcome
the hurt of past suffering and
focus on the current opportuni-
ties and freedoms offered to
them in modern-day America.

Juneteenth marks the total
emancipation of enslaved
Americans. But a form of slav-
ery still exists within the black
community when too many of
us confine ourselves to a rigid

It might not have the status
and the popularity of Black
History Month, but Juneteenth is
very much a part of Black
History. This belated celebration
of President Abraham Lincoln’s
Emancipation Proclamation is
celebrated right on time these
days. No waiting. It’s over. Let
the celebrations continue in the
21st Century. 

Lincoln issued the
Emancipation Proclamation on
September 22, 1862 and it went
into effect on January 1, 1863.
This historic document freed the
slaves, but it did not reach the
slaves of Texas until May of
1865 and still the Confederate
Army of Trans-Mississippi did
not surrender until June 2, let
alone recognize the
Proclamation. Union General
Gordon Granger took about
2,000 troops and landed on
Galveston Island on June 18th.
The next day, June 19, 1865,
landed in the history books
when General Granger read
General Order No. 3 and formal-
ly announced that all slaves
were free.  And the creative
combination of June and
Nineteenth became one word—
Juneteenth.

This acknowledgement of free-
dom to Galveston slaves became
a benchmark in Black History
and re-invoked the 13th
Amendment which freed the
slaves and outlawed the practice
of slavery in the United States of
America.

Americans do not know that
the All-Black 761st “Black
Panther” Tank Battalion
spearheaded General
George Patton’s victorious
charge across Europe in
World War II. They suffered a
casualty rate of fifty-percent.
According to the movie
Saving Private Ryan, there
was no black participation in
the D-Day Invasion on 6
June, 1944. Few are aware
that the all-black 320th Anti
Aircraft Barrage Balloon
Battalion and black medics
were on Omaha Beach at
zero hour on that day.
Hollywood’s attributing of
the names, deeds and accom-
plishments to White GI’s
totally distorts the history.
The distortions are of total
disregard of the importance
that the history holds the
future generations of minori-
ty people in America.

Black conservatives commemorate Juneteenth
and urge for more economic empowerment

Hip Hop Hall of Fame Museum to create
jobs, retail outlets, and entrepreneurship

The American
Slave-Breeding

Industry, a
Stigma of
Denial*

Please see page7

political mindset.  Due to a very
effective campaign waged by
the political left, an overwhelm-
ing number of us blindly support
policies that are not good for us
or our community because we
are duped into believing conser-
vatives are racist.  Conservatives
value freedom, and that's what
Juneteenth is all about," said
Project 21 co-chairman Stacy
Washington, a columnist and
talk radio host in St, Louis,
Missouri.  "Not only is the left's
smear campaign false, it's detri-
mental to the transactional
nature of voting.  We marginal-
ize ourselves with our monolith- Please see page 3

"Juneteenth provides a blue-
print for black success in the
modern era," said Project 21
member Kevin L. Martin,  a
U.S. Navy veteran and busi-
ness owner in the
Washington, D.C. area.
"Just as the Union soldiers
delivered word to the last
enslaved Africans that the
Civil War was over and they
were free, today black
Americans who understand
the potential of America must
deliver the word to our com-
munity.  They need to teach
that only we can save our-
selves from the issues plagu-
ing our community ...”

ic support of a leftist agenda that
fails to improve black lives.  I
hope this Juneteenth can mark a
new beginning for blacks in
America with a return to requir-
ing real results for political sup-
port."
Juneteenth, now an official hol-

iday or observance in at least 40
states, will be observed on
Monday, June 19, 2017.  It com-
memorates the anniversary of
the arrival of Union troops in
Galveston, Texas on June 19,
1865.  Those soldiers informed
residents that the Civil War was
over and President Abraham
Lincoln's Emancipation

Proclamation abolished slavery
two-and-a-half years earlier.
Galveston's former slave popu-

lation began celebrating their
freedom on the anniversary of
this day in an event that became
known as Juneteenth.  The com-
memoration became a stabiliz-
ing and motivating presence
among black Texans experienc-
ing new uncertainties associated
with their newfound freedom
and their full integration into
American society.
"Juneteenth provides a blueprint
for black success in the modern

NEW YORK, June 6, 2017
/PRNewswire/ -- Hip Hop
Television Channel  announced
that the Official Hip Hop Hall of
Fame + Museum to the World
has won its bid to acquire a
major Harlem building and
development site in this histori-
cal Arts and Cultural corridor of
the World in New York City.
Cleveland is home to the Rock
Hall of Fame and Harlem will
be the location for the Hip Hop
Hall of Fame Headquarters. 
The Hip Hop Hall of Fame is

Chartered non-profit 501 (c)3
Museum and Educational
Institution whose mission is to
Preserve, Archive, Exhibit,
Educate, and Showcase Hip Hop
Music & Culture from around

the world. To also conduct
Research and Studies document-
ing hip-hop's historical influence
on American Pop Culture and its
Socio-Economic Impact on
Societies and Trends around the
world.
The HHHOF development team
anticipates completing the build-
ing acquisition process over the
next few months, and is making
pre-development preparations to
move right into the redesigning
of the building's exterior and
interior infrastructure in the

'phase I' plan set to open in
February 2018. 'The preliminary
plan includes a ground floor
themed HHHOF café, gallery,
visitors bureau, and retail gift
store with a second floor
HHHOF museum, event space,
offices, and multi-media studio
for film and television content
production in partnership with
the HHHOF Arts & Media
Youth Academy students that
will be training for careers in
tech and media, while producing
real-life content for the museum,

and the hip hop television chan-
nel network', stated JT
Thompson the Creator and
Executive Producer of the first
ever Hip Hop Hall of Fame
Awards TV show that aired on
BET Network in the 1990s, and
Founder of the Hip Hop Hall of
Fame + Museum.
Phase II planning will include a

full scale design and build
development of the total site that
could be approximately 20 sto-
ries high and include The Hip

Please see page 4

Smithsonian Channel 
profiles Michelle Obama
among its “First Ladies
Revealed” special  series

beginning  July 2.
See full story in 

this edition 


