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Travelers, detour
to coverage by

some of BIHMST
Sports

Correspondents

 

Travelers, join correspon-
dents  William M. Larsha, Jr.
and Ashley Braun in their
sports coverage of University
of Memphis Tigers, Memphis
Grizzlies, Memphis Redbirds,
Tennessee Titans, Southern
Heritage FedEx/St.Jude Golf
Classic, and much, much more
on The Mid- South Tribune
and the Black Information
Highway  at

www.blackinformation
highway . c o m

Welcome, Travelers!

www.blackinformationhighway.com

Ashley Braun Gendek

William M. Larsha, Jr.  

Carolina Panthers tight end
GREG OLSEN, Baltimore
Ravens tight end BENJAMIN
WATSON and Houston Texans
defensive end J.J. WATT are the
three finalists for the 2017
Walter Payton NFL Man of the
Year Award presented by
Nationwide, the NFL announced
today. 
The winner will be announced
during NFL Honors, a two-hour
primetime awards special to air
nationally on Feb. 3, the eve of
Super Bowl LII, at 9 PM (ET
and PT) on NBC. NFL Honors
will be taped earlier that evening
at Northrop at the University of
Minnesota in Minneapolis.
"Greg, Benjamin and J.J. have

NASHVILLE, TN. – The
Tennessee Titans have agreed to
terms with Mike Vrabel to
become the 19th head coach in
franchise history.

“I am excited to have Mike
Vrabel joining our organization
as our new head coach,” said
Titans Controlling Owner Amy
Adams Strunk.  “In the interac-
tion between Mike and Jon dur-
ing the interview, you could see
their connection right away from
the history they have with one
another – seeing the game in a
similar way and talking the same
language. Mike has a command-
ing presence and a deep under-
standing for how he will attack
this head coaching opportunity.
Throughout his football career,
he has played for, been men-
tored by and coached with suc-
cessful teams and organizations.
He knows what it takes to reach
that level of sustained success –
he has seen it first-hand. We
have a chance to build on the
solid foundation that we estab-
lished over the past couple of
years and I believe Mike is the
right person to continue that
progress.”

Vrabel has 18 years of NFL
experience, four as an NFL
coach and 14 as a player. His
distinguished playing career
included three Super Bowl wins
(2001, 2003 and 2004), one Pro
Bowl selection (2007) and an
All-Pro honor (2007). Vrabel
played in 206 NFL games,
totaled 57 sacks, 496 tackles, 11
interceptions, 20 forced fum-

TN Titans name Mike
Vrabel to become 19th
head coach in franchise

bles, nine fumble recoveries and
10 touchdown receptions.
Additionally, his teams
advanced to the playoffs eight
times (20 postseason games),
with Vrabel recording eight
postseason sacks and two post-
season touchdown receptions.
Vrabel joins the Titans after four
seasons with the Houston
Texans, spending the first three
seasons (2014-16) coaching
linebackers and one year (2017)
as the team’s defensive coordi-
nator. During his time in
Houston, the Texans built one of
the best defenses in the NFL and
experienced tremendous success
as a team – earning two division
titles (2015, 2016). 
Between 2014-16, the Texans
defense ranked third in the NFL
in yards allowed per game
(319.9) and net passing yards
(218.4). Houston also ranked
first in third-down defense

Please see sports page 4

MEMPHIS, TN – Following
seven Emmy nominations by
The Nashville/Midsouth
Chapter of The National
Academy of Television Arts and
Sciences (NATAS), the
Memphis Grizzlies have won an
Emmy award for Best Promo
Spot/ Sports at the 32nd Annual
Midsouth Emmy Awards.

The Grizzlies and Creative
Producer and Senior Editor
Michael Blevins claimed an

66 Youth Teams to Participate
in NFL Flag Championships

See sports page 5
***

NFL Commits to New 
Social Justice Campaign

See sports page 3
***

NFL Super Bowl Gospel
Night. See sports page 3

And the winners are....

Emmy award for their Grizzlies
vs. Spurs Game 3 Promo. This
honor now distinguishes Blevins
with two-career Emmy awards
after 13 total nominations.
Within the Best Promo Spot/
Sports category, Blevins was
also nominated for his work on
the Clippers @ Grizzlies Promo
as well as the Memphis Hustle
Unveil. In addition, his
Memphis Grizzlies ‘Grind City’
Campaign was nominated for

Greg Olsen, Benjamin Watson, and J.J.
Watt named finalists in Walter Payton NFL
Man of Yr. Award presented by Nationwide 

Best Commercial Campaign.
With this year’s title, the

Memphis Grizzlies now stand at
10 total Emmy awards.
Grizzlies Director of Broadcast

Production Scott Zachry, FOX
Sport Southeast’s Randy
Stephens, Rohan Backfisch and
Tom Huet were also nominated
for Best Sportscast for their
work on the Grizzlies LIVE

Grizzlies win Emmy Award for
Best Promo Spot at 32nd annual
Midsouth Regional Emmy Awards

Please see sports page 3

changed countless lives with
their generosity and commit-
ment to helping others," said
NFL Commissioner ROGER
GOODELL. "As remarkable
leaders on and off the field, they
personify the character of the
late Walter Payton. We com-
mend them for using their plat-
forms to leave a positive impact
on communities across the coun-
try." 
Five hundred thousand dollars

will be donated in the name of
the 2017 winner. $250,000 will
be donated to the winner's chari-
ty of choice and $250,000 will
be donated in his name to
expand Character Playbook
across the country. The two
other finalists will each receive a

$100,000 donation to their char-
ity of choice and a $100,000
donation in their names to
expand Character Playbook. All
other 29 nominees will receive a
$50,000 donation to their charity
of choice and an additional
$50,000 donation in their names
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“I am excited to have Mike
Vrabel joining our organiza-
tion as our new head coach,”
said Titans Controlling
Owner Amy Adams Strunk.
“In the interaction between
Mike and Jon during the
interview, you could see their
connection right away from
the history they have with
one another – seeing the
game in a similar way and
talking the same lan-
guage...”


