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Travelers, detour
to coverage by

some of BIHMST
Sports

Correspondents

 

Travelers, join correspon-
dents  William M. Larsha, Jr.
and Ashley Braun in their
sports coverage of University
of Memphis Tigers, Memphis
Grizzlies, Memphis Redbirds,
Tennessee Titans, Southern
Heritage FedEx/St.Jude Golf
Classic, and much, much more
on The Mid- South Tribune
and the Black Information
Highway  at

www.blackinformation
highway . c o m

Welcome, Travelers!

www.blackinformationhighway.com

Ashley Braun

William M. Larsha, Jr.  

MEMPHIS, TN-  For nearly 20
years, the Downtown
Commission’s (DMC) Blue
Suede Brigade patrolled Main
Street with a distinct Memphis
spin. As the keepers of
Downtown’s best insider tips
and Memphis history, the
Brigadiers shared their knowl-
edge with boundless energy and
gracious Southern hospitality.   
This May, just in time for the

busiest month in Downtown
Memphis, the Brigade has been
reborn with an extended role,
added personnel and more than a
nod to those who came before
them.
The new Blue Suede Brigade

2.0 is anchored by 12 full-time
employees of the DMC and will
perform a dual function on the
streets of Downtown Memphis,
serving as both hospitality and
security officers.
“We understood the importance

of what the original brigadiers
created in Downtown
Memphis,” said Terence
Patterson, president and CEO of
Downtown Memphis
Commission, in speaking of the
concept behind the redesigned
brigade. “We also wanted to
respond to businesses and citi-
zens of Downtown who request-
ed additional layers of security.
When we started to reimagine
the brigade with a dual role of
both hospitality and safety, it
just made sense.”

The newly formed team will
work to support police efforts in

Among those sports icons and influencers who came to
support the Jesse Owens Foundation were from L-R: Jim
Clerkin, Fredericka Whiteifls, Herbert P. Douglas, Jr., and
Rodney Williams (Photo Courtesy/PRnewswire and Jesse
Owens Foundation).
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DMC’s 
Blue Suede
Brigade to

handle both
southern

hospitality
and security

Please see sports page 3

Grizzlies Youth Coach
of Yr. Randy Odom is a
semi-finalist in Junior
NBA Coach of the Year

Fan voting tips off now in
progress on Twitter with

#JRNBACOYMEM 

MEMPHIS, TN– The Memphis
Grizzlies’ first-ever Youth
Basketball Coach of the Year
Randy Odom has been named
one of eight semi-finalists for
the national Jr. NBA Coach of
the Year Award.
After advancing from a pool of

30 youth basketball coaches rep-
resenting their respective NBA
teams, as a semi-finalist, Odom
now vies to win a financial grant
up to $5,000 to go towards his
organization, Memphis Athletic
Ministries. As a top three final-
ist, he would also be awarded an
all-expense paid trip to attend
the first ever NBA Awards Show
on Monday, June 26 where the
Jr. NBA Coach of the Year win-

ner will be announced.
The top three finalists are deter-
mined based on fan vote and a
review by an executive panel
comprised of retired NBA play-
er Dell Curry, NBA Vice
President of Basketball
Operations Kiki VanDeWeghe,
former WNBA Chief of
Basketball Operations Renee
Brown and other esteemed fig-
ures in the sports industry. Fans
are encouraged to vote for
Odom on Twitter now through
May 22 using #JRNBA-
COYMEM. Retweets will count
as votes, and fans are allowed to
vote an unlimited amount of
times per day.
Representing Memphis Athletic

Ministries (MAM), Randy
Odom has leveraged basketball

Please see sports page 5

Sports icons  and influencers gather to
support Jesse Owens Foundation;
Muhammad Ali honored posthumously;
N.Y. Giants Victor Cruz, Serena William,
and Olympian Herbert P. Douglas, Jr. par-
ticipate ... 

See full story on sports page 4

ALBERTO RIVERON, a mem-
ber of the NFL’s Officiating
Department since 2013 and a
nine-year veteran NFL game
official has been named NFL
senior vice president of officiat-
ing.
Riveron will oversee all aspects

of the league’s officiating
department – including the
implementation of the central-
ized replay model approved by
clubs at the annual meeting in
March – as well as administra-
tion, evaluation and develop-
ment. 

A native of Cuba, Riveron
moved to Miami at age five with
his family and developed a pas-

NFL
announces 

new officiating
leadership

team
Russell Yurk named VP
of Instant Replay and
Administration  
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