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Travelers, detour
to coverage by

some of 
BIHMST

Sports
Correspondents

William M. Larsha, Jr.

Ashley Braun Gendek

Travelers, join correspondents
William M. Larsha, Jr.
and Ashley Braun in their
sports coverage of University
of Memphis Tigers, Memphis
Grizzlies, Memphis Redbirds,
Southern Heritage FedEx
St.Jude Golf Classic, and
much, much more on The Mid-
South Tribune and the Black
Information Highway at

www.blackinformation
highway . c om

Welcome, Travelers!

MEMPHIS, N. – University of
Memphis women’s basketball
head coach Melissa McFerrin has
announced the hiring of Amy
Stephens and Michele Savage to
the Tigers coaching staff Monday
afternoon. This will be Stephens’
second stint with Memphis after
spending the 2013-14 season as
McFerrin’s associate head coach.

Nashville MLS names
former Liverpool exec
Ian Ayre to head league

NASHVILLE, TN., May 21,
2018 – Nashville MLS on Mon-
day announced the appointment
of Ian Ayre as Chief Executive
Officer. Ayre, formerly Chief Ex-
ecutive of Liverpool Football
Club of the English Premier
League, will assume the respon-
sibility of building and leading
the Nashville MLS club.
“We are committed to bringing

world-class soccer to Nashville,
as evidenced by the appointment
of Ian as our CEO,” said John In-
gram, lead owner, Nashville
MLS. “Ian understands our vi-
sion for Nashville MLS and has Please see sports page 5 

UofM Women’s basketball 
announces staff additions

Both Savage and Stephens will
assume an associate head coach
title for McFerrin and the Tigers.  
Both Michele and Amy bring a

tremendous amount of expertise
and experience,” said McFerrin.
“They have both been success-
ful head coaches, are team-cen-
tered, and tremendous mentors

“We are committed to bring-
ing world-class soccer to
Nashville, as evidenced by the
appointment of Ian as our
CEO,” said John Ingram,
lead owner, Nashville MLS.
“Ian understands our vision
for Nashville MLS and has
the skill and experience to
bring the best in soccer to our
city

the skill and experience to bring
the best in soccer to our city. His
passion for the sport and the busi-
ness of the game, along with his
progressive approach and com-
mitment to community, will help
us create Nashville’s MLS club
while elevating soccer in Music
City and MLS. I’m delighted to
welcome him to Nashville and
our club!” 
Ayre has an extensive back-

ground in sports, media and tech-
nology, most recently as Chief
Executive of Liverpool Football
Club.  During his 10-year tenure
with the club, he was responsible
for rebuilding the organization at
all levels. After initially securing
a record-breaking sponsorship
deal for the club, he went on to
restructure the entire commer-
cial, operational and football ele-
ments of the business as well as
oversee the successful $160 mil-
lion stadium expansion.
Ayre was directly responsible for
all player transfer negotiations,
including contract negotiations

COLLIERVILLE, TN - Southern
Reins Center for Equine Therapy,
a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization,
hosted its 3rd Annual Jockeys &
Juleps Derby Party on May 5,
2018.  Featuring BIG HATS,

BLUEGRASS, BOURBON and
a live broadcast of the 144th
Kentucky Derby, the party of the
year was hosted at Southern
Reins’ new farm in Collierville,
Tennessee. Honorary ChairsPlease see sports page 2

Southern Reins Center for Equine
Therapy can ‘Justify’ success at
Jockeys & Juleps Derby Party

Mike and Liz Neel welcomed
more than 800 guests to celebrate
in style to raise funds and aware-
ness for the organization’s mis-
sion to benefit people with
disabilities and hardship
throughout the Mid-South. 
Guests came dressed to impress

in Derby attire to enjoy the Run
for the Roses, Memphis style!
Local news anchors Valerie Cal-
houn and Darrell Greene of
FOX-13 News served as the
event emcees, showcasing an in-
credible live auction that raised
more than $40,000 to support the

Susan Walker and her horse Meg were among those at the
Southern Reins Center for Equine Therapy 3rd Annual
Jockeys & Juleps Derby Party . Here Susan and Meg strike
a pose by giant ribbon of  Presenting Sponsor  FTB Advi-
sors. (Photo/Courtesy of Southern Reins Center for Equine Ther-
apy) 

See additional photos on
sports page 3

Southern Reins’ mission out-
reach.  With horses on the lawn
representing Longreen Fox-
hounds, guests cheered on their
Derby hopeful during the fastest
two minutes in sports under the
farm’s large covered arena.
Guests cheered and raised their
signature Woodford Reserve
mint juleps as Justify crossed the
finish to win the first race of the
Triple Crown.  With live music

Please see sports page 3
NFL statement

on Supreme Court Ruling on
Sports Betting

See sports page 3
***

Grizzlies Youth Camps 
by Nike 

See sports page 4
***

Grizzlies in Utah Jazz Summer
League... See sports  page 2


