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Travelers, detour
to coverage by

some of BIHMST
Sports

Correspondents

 

Travelers, join correspon-
dents  William M. Larsha, Jr.
and Ashley Braun in their
sports coverage of University
of Memphis Tigers, Memphis
Grizzlies, Memphis Redbirds,
Tennessee Titans, Southern
Heritage FedEx/St.Jude Golf
Classic, and much, much more
on The Mid- South Tribune
and the Black Information
Highway  at

www.blackinformation
highway . c o m

Welcome, Travelers!

www.blackinformationhighway.com

Ashley Braun

William M. Larsha, Jr.  

To advertise in 

The Mid-South

Tribune’s 2018 

Black History Month

special edition, email

to MSTbusiness
@prodigy.net 

This year, the National
Football League and the
American Cancer Society (ACS)
are expanding their efforts to
support the fight against cancer
through the “Crucial Catch:
Intercept Cancer” campaign.
After nearly a decade of sup-
porting breast cancer, the NFL
and ACS have evolved the cam-
paign to address early detection
and risk reduction efforts for
multiple cancers, in addition to
breast cancer, to increase their
impact. 
Since 2009, more than $18 mil-

lion has been raised for ACS
through the partnership. Money
raised through Crucial Catch
this season will be directed
towards support of three screen-
able cancers: breast, colorectal
and cervical. Funding will con-
tinue to support the American
Cancer Society’s Community
Health Advocates implementing
Nationwide Grants for
Empowerment and Equity
(CHANGE) program, which
provides outreach and cancer
screenings to individuals in
underserved communities. Since
2012, grant recipients have con-
tributed to nearly 150,000
screenings and more than
450,000 education and outreach
interventions.
Fans may donate directly to
ACS at cancer.org/donate. 
As part of the campaign, the
NFL and ACS recently launched
a new, digital tool – THE
DEFENDER – that provides
consumers with personalized
tips to reduce their cancer risk.
The Defender, funded by the
NFL and developed by ACS,
analyzes user-input health infor-
mation to provide individuals
with quick, informative and per-
sonalized recommendations on
how he or she can take action to
reduce his or her cancer risk.
More than 50% of all cancers
can be prevented through simple
lifestyle modifications, like
avoiding tobacco, sun exposure,
staying fit and healthy through
proper nutrition and physical
activity. The free user-friendly
tool allows fans to take control
of their health and increase their
understanding of how healthy
lifestyle habits can help reduce
their cancer risk. Fans may
access The Defender at
TheDefender.cancer.org. 
A new Crucial Catch PSA will
debut during Sunday’s games.
The spot tells the story of a foot-
ball family – the Kansas City
Chiefs organization - that has
been impacted by multiple types
of cancer to highlight the impor-
tance of taking action, seeking
ways to reduce cancer risk and
getting screened.  Two cancer
survivors, Kansas City Chiefs’
Owner RITA HUNT and former
cheerleader BRANDY REED,
and two players personally
affected by cancer, P DUSTIN
COLQUITT and TE TRAVIS
KELCE, discuss the impact of
Crucial Catch on their football
family and the value of expand-
ing the fight against cancer
together. Visit
NFL.com/CrucialCatch to learn
more. 
New this year, the NFL and ACS
are teaming for the Crucial
Catch Challenge, a player
fundraising campaign based on
on-field performance. Through
Pledge It, a performance-based
fundraising platform, players
from across the league will raise
funds in support of ACS based
on their on-field statistics, such
as number of recorded touch-
downs, sacks or interceptions, in

 

NFL partners with the American
Cancer Society to expand Crucial
Catch Campaign during October

Procter & Gamble and
Rite Aid, in support of
Crucial Catch, are con-
tributing $50,000 to the
American Cancer Society.
In addition, P&G will be
promoting proactive can-
cer screening, through
Rite Aid instore displays,
during the month of
October.
Weeks 5-7. Fans can join the
Crucial Catch Challenge by vis-
iting CrucialCatchChallenge.org
and making a pledge for individ-
ual NFL player’s performances.
Proceeds will benefit the ACS.
For the third consecutive year,
healthcare centers in all 32 NFL
team markets will receive a
CHANGE grant to increase
access to screenings and addi-
tional cancer prevention and
early detection programs.  In
addition, the NFL will again
work with ACS and CHANGE
grant recipients to host educa-
tion sessions and/or screenings
in their communities, and many
NFL teams will participate in
these educational activities,
bringing these potentially life-
saving messages and screening
services to those who need them
most. 
Fans may participate in Crucial
Catch and join the fight against
cancer by visiting
NFL.com/CrucialCatch to
access The Defender, donate
directly to ACS and pledge to
support an NFL player’s Crucial
Catch Challenge.
The NFL and ACS extended
Crucial Catch to the youth and
high school level again this year.
With the help of USA Football,
Carolina Panthers Head Coach
RON RIVERA sent a note to
youth and high school football
coaches across the country
offering ideas for how schools
and teams can join the fight
against cancer. Interested fans
may visit cancer.org/youthcru-
cialcatch to sign up, pledge to
fundraise for ACS, and down-
load a toolkit to support their
Crucial Catch game.
Last weekend’s games kicked
off the 2017 Crucial Catch cam-
paign. NFL-issued Crucial
Catch branding and gameday
apparel that featured a new
multi-colored logo representing
all cancers. NFL teams have the
option of supporting one or mul-
tiple cancers locally and in-sta-
dium. In addition, Players may
wear shoelaces, cleats and wrist-
bands in any color representing
the type of cancer awareness
they support and/or they’ve been
impacted by during their team’s
Crucial Catch game.
Game-worn Crucial Catch mer-

chandise and footballs will be
autographed and auctioned at
NFL Auction (nfl.com/auction).
The NFL does not profit from
the sale of Crucial Catch product
on NFL Auction.  Charitable
contributions are donated to the
American Cancer Society to
support its CHANGE grant pro-
gram. 
Ticketmaster, the Official Ticket
Exchange of the NFL and NFL
clubs, will contribute five dol-
lars for every NFL ticket sold on
Ticketmaster and the NFL
Ticket Exchange in Weeks 5, 6
and 7 to the American Cancer
Society, up to $35,000.
Procter & Gamble and Rite Aid,
in support of Crucial Catch, are
contributing $50,000 to the
American Cancer Society. In
addition, P&G will be promot-
ing proactive cancer screening,

through Rite Aid instore dis-
plays, during the month of
October.

In support of Crucial Catch,
Barclaycard is donating 1% of
all NFL Extra Points card pur-
chases, up to $25,000, in the
month of October to the
American Cancer Society. In
addition, cardmembers have the
ability to use points to donate
directly to ACS. 
The NFL and all 32 teams sup-

port Crucial Catch and the fight
against cancer all year long. In
October, NFL teams designate
home games and plan events
with local organizations to bring
awareness to the cause. Below
are ways teams are supporting
Crucial Catch this month. 

Tennessee Titans: Breast
Cancer
At the Titans’ Crucial Catch
game on Oct. 16, all 69,000 fans
attending the game will receive
an "Exotic Smashmouth" t-shirt.
Fans will also receive pink rib-
bons courtesy of the Zeta Tau
Alpha Nashville Alumnae
Chapter. Before entering the
game, fans will be encouraged
take part in the American Cancer
Society's Memorial Foundation
Hope Lodge "5 and $5 Drive" by
donating much-needed house-
hold items such as paper towels,
facial tissue, and laundry deter-
gent. Prior to kickoff, the Titans
and Saint Thomas Health will
honor male and female breast
cancer survivors on-field. On
Oct. 23, the Titans will “dine
with hope” at the Hope Lodge,
providing cancer patients and
their caregivers an opportunity
to share food and fellowship
with Titans players, staff, and
coaches. The Titans will also
support Crucial Catch Day at
Matthew Walker
Comprehensive Health Center.
Titans players and cheerleaders
will be onsite to support women
as they are screened for breast
cancer.

Arizona Cardinals: Breast
Cancer
At the Cardinals’ Crucial Catch
game on Oct. 15, three survivors
will serve as the Cardinals hon-
orary captains for the pre-game
coin toss. A special guest will
crank the Cardinals “Big Red”
Air Raid Siren to bring the team
on to the field. Cardinals’ play-
ers, mascot Big Red, Cardinals
Cheerleaders, and Nicole Bid
will join 150 breast cancer sur-
vivors on the field at halftime
for a special presentation. 

Atlanta Falcons : All Cancers
The Falcons’ Crucial Catch
game against the Dolphins on
Oct. 15 will kick off the team’s
Cancer Awareness Week. On
Oct. 16, the Falcons will host a
dinner for the Rally Foundation
where players will serve as
celebrity servers and wait on
families with children who have
been impacted by cancer. Rally
Foundation for Childhood
Cancer Research, a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit, empowers volunteers
across the country to raise
awareness and funds for child-
hood cancer research to find bet-
ter treatments with fewer long-
term side effects. On Oct. 17,
honorees will enjoy a day of
pampering followed by a
hibachi dinner prepared at the
table by Atlanta Falcons players
accompanied by a chef. The fol-
lowing day, the Falcons will host
a group of pediatric cancer
patients and their families to a
special movie night. Patients

and families will have an exclu-
sive screening in a private the-
ater with alumni players, cheer-
leaders and Freddie Falcon.
Families will walk the red carpet
into the movie and will be pro-
vided dinner. As part of "Thank
You Deliveries," on Oct. 19,
Falcons Alumni, cheerleaders
and mascot Freddie Falcon will
make surprise deliveries, includ-
ing donuts, coffee and Falcons'
gear, to night shift nurses at a
local hospital to thank them for
the work and support to cancer
patients and families. The week
will wrap up with a Crucial
Catch high school football game
at the Parkview High School
home game against Brookwood
in support of breast cancer
awareness. Pink gear will be
provided by the Falcons. 

Baltimore Ravens : All
Cancers
At the team’s Crucial Catch
game on Oct. 15, the Ravens
will honor 40 survivors of all
different types of cancer during
pregame ceremonies. All fans
will receive “Today I honor…”
placards to personalize in honor
of those they know affected by
cancer. Fans will be asked to
raise the placards at a special
moment during the game. On
Monday, Oct. 16, the Ravens
will host their Third Annual Sip
N Paint event at M&T Bank sta-
dium. The night will honor
breast cancer survivors, as well
as those undergoing treatment,
with proceeds supporting the
American Cancer Society. On
Wednesday, Oct. 18, the Ravens
will support the local American
Cancer Society’s Crucial Catch
Day.
Buffalo Bills : All Cancers
At the Bills’ Crucial Catch game
against the Buccaneers on Oct.
22, the team will honor 50 can-
cer survivors on-field with a
special pregame ceremony. The
Bills will join ECMC and the
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Eight softball
players
named
NFCA

All American
Scholar
Athletes

LOUISVILLE, KY.   Oct. 10,
2017– The University of
Memphis softball team had eight
members of the 2017 squad earn
National Fastpitch Coaches
Association (NFCA) All-
America Scholar-Athlete honors
as announced Tuesday after-
noon. Memphis was also recog-
nized as an NFCA Academic
Team.

With a team GPA of 3.405,
Memphis ranked 53rd on the
2016-17 Easton/NFCA Division
I All-Academic Team list.

Sara Ann Davidson, Ashten
Graves, Hannah Harrell, Jessie
Lamb, Christian Novak, Lindsey
Stickrod, Kyler Trosclair, and
Bayleigh Wisher were all named
to the scholar-athlete list. The
Tigers return all but Harrell and
Stickrod from that list in 2018.

Memphis had the second-most
scholar-athletes in the American
Athletic Conference behind
Houston.

A total of 1,843 student-athletes
in Division I earned a 3.5 grade-
point average or higher. In all, a
total of 7,351 players across
seven membership divisions
earned the honors for the 2016-
17 season.

For more information on the
Memphis softball team, follow
the Tigers on Facebook at
/MemphisSoftball or on Twitter
and Instagram at
@MemphisSoftball. 

Come out and support American Cancer Society of Memphis Strides Against
Breast Cancer Walk on October 22 at the Liberty Bowl  Stadium. 

Call 1-800-227-2345 or MakingStridesWalk.org/MemphisTN

For more stats and facts
on UofM sports, detour to
gotigersgo.com


