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ESPN’s Stuart Scott leaves
legacy in sports and courage

By Albert Lin
Diversityinc.com

www.diversityinc.com

Groundbreaking ESPN anchor
Stuart Scott died of cancer on
Sunday, January 4, 2015. He
was 49.
Scott, the most prominent Black
talent at the cable network and
the voice of a younger, hipper
generation, was known for his
outsized enthusiasm and his
catchphrases—most prominent-
ly “Boo-yah!” and “As cool as
the other side of the pillow.”
The New York Times described

him as a sportscaster “known for
infusing his reports with a blend
of pop culture references, slang
and exuberant phrases that made
him something of a pop culture
figure in his own right.”
“He didn’t just push the enve-

lope,” says sports radio host and
former ESPN anchor Dan
Patrick. “He bulldozed the enve-
lope.”
Scott was also said to be one of
the nicest people in the industry.
Moments of silence in memory

of Scott were held at several

games, including the two
National Football League play-
off games. Tributes poured in
from the broadcasting communi-
ty, President Obama and from
untold current and former pro-
fessional athletes.
The most touching tributes,
however, came over the air. Rich
Eisen, an NFL Network anchor
who was paired with Scott when
Eisen started at ESPN in 1996,
struggled to maintain his com-
posure while announcing Scott’s
passing.

Scott, a Chicago native and
proud University of North
Carolina alumnus, joined ESPN
in 1993 for the launch of

ESPN2—billed as a “differenti-
ated 24-hour sports network to
target young and active sports
viewers with a mixture of event,
news and lifestyle program-
ming.”
“There were successful African-
American sportscasters at the
time,” says ESPN Director of
News Vince Doria, who oversaw
studio programming for ESPN2.
“But Stuart spoke a much differ-
ent language … that appealed to
a young demographic, particu-
larly a young African-American
demographic.”

Scott’s lead-ins and highlight
reads were peppered with refer-
ences and phrases foreign to
much of middle America—“hip-
hop style,” ESPN.com called it.
When he moved over to ESPN’s
flagship SportsCenter program,
he stayed true to himself. “Stuart
didn’t change his style–and
there was some resistance,” said
ESPN’s Suzy Kolber, also an
original ESPN2 hire. “Even I
encouraged him to maybe take a
more traditional approach, but
he had a strong conviction about
who he wanted to be, and the

voice he wanted to project, and
clearly, he was right, and we
were wrong.”
ESPN says that Scott received a
lot of hate mail, most of it
anonymous. But when someone
did include a name and address,
Scott would reply and ask the
critic to tell him what the real
problem was.
Scott was first diagnosed with

the rare appendiceal cancer in
2007, and it recurred several
times. At July’s ESPY Awards,
Scott was given the Jimmy V
Award for Perseverance (named
for the late North Carolina State
University basketball coach Jim
Valvano, who died of cancer in
1993). In a moving speech, Scott
said, “When you die, that does-
n’t mean you lose to cancer. You
beat cancer by how you live,
why you live and the manner in
which you live. So live. Fight
like hell, and when you get too
tired to fight, lie down and rest
and let someone else fight for
you.”
He leaves behind two daugh-

ters, Taelor and Sydni.

Stuart Scott

Colgate-Palmolive
and 

Family Dollar
Store celebrate

free dental
screenings on 
Black History 

Month  
MEMPHIS, TN – For the third
straight year, Colgate-Palmolive
and Family Dollar have part-
nered in honor of Black History
Month to help African-
American families across the
Memphis area to honor their
past and take charge of oral
health.
Free dental screenings and oral

care education will be offered
February 27 and 28. See sched-
ule below.

The Colgate Bright Smiles,
Bright Futures® mobile dental
van will visit the following
Memphis Family Dollar loca-
tions and offer complimentary
dental screenings and treatment
referrals (if needed) to children
ages 3-12 as well as oral care
tips for the entire family:

Family Dollar
4082 US Highway 61, Suite
101, Memphis, TN 38109
Friday, February 27, 2015
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. CT

Family Dollar
1107 S Bellevue Blvd.,
Memphis, TN 38106
Friday, February 27, 2015
4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. CT

Family Dollar
831 Thomas Street, Memphis,
TN 38107
Saturday, February 28, 2015
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. CT

Family Dollar
4445 S. 3rd Street, Memphis,
TN 38109
Saturday, February 28, 2015
1:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. CT

Family Dollar
2360 Airways Blvd., Memphis,
TN 38114
Saturday, February 28, 2015
4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. CT
According to the Centers of
Disease Control and Prevention,
34% of African-Americans have
untreated cavities in comparison
to 18% of non-Hispanic Whites.
Colgate and Family Dollar are
committed to improving oral
hygiene for African-American
families across the Memphis
area and will be offering exclu-
sive in-store promotions on
Colgate  products.

For more information, visit
http://www.colgatebsbf.com.

Harlem Globetrotters set for Washington
Generals’ Revenge tour at FedExForum  
Memphis, TN – The world
famous Harlem Globetrotters,
featuring some of the greatest
athletes and entertainers on the
planet, will bring their unrivaled
family show to FedExForum in
Memphis on Saturday, Jan. 10 at
3 p.m. during the Harlem
Globetrotters 2015 “Washington

Generals’ Revenge” Tour.  
Tickets start at $25 and are

available at all Ticketmaster
locations, ticketmaster.com, the
FedExForum Box Office, by
phone at (800) 745-3000 or at
harlemglobetrotters.com. For
more information, visit fedexfo-
rum.com, Facebook or follow on

Twitter (@FedExForum).
Information on group and scout
tickets can also be found at
harlemglobetrotters.com.  The
Globetrotters will face a great
challenge this year, as the infa-
mous Washington Generals are
more determined than ever to
match the franchise’s historic

last victory over the
Globetrotters nearly a half cen-
tury ago.  It has been five years
since the Globetrotters and
Generals have faced off, as the
Generals have been searching
far and wide for the best players
to retool their roster and have
been preparing for one thing:
victory over the Globetrotters.
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