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Juneteenth Special
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Fishing
schedule

from 
thefishingwire.com
Got an event? Send it to

frank@thefishingwire.com.
www.amff.org

Jan. 31 - Feb. 2: International
Marina & Boatyard (IMBC)
Conference, New Orleans;
www.imbc@marinaassocia-
tion.com. 

Feb. 3 - Feb. 11: 2018 Great
American Outdoor Show.
Pennsylvania Farm Show
Complex, Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania. www.greatameri-
canoutdoorshow.org 
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24 HOURS A DAY, 
7 DAYS A WEEK,
WE ARE HERE.

We’re here to help you through every step of your cancer experience.
Visit www.cancer.org or call 1-800-227-2345 anytime, day or night.

The American Cancer Society can help you with everyday needs
like transportation and lodging during treatment.

To advertise in The Mid-South Tribune 
Black History Month Special  Edition, 
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Email sports news to MSTsports@prodigy.net

Watch for 
The Mid-South Tribune’s

50th  Anniversary
Remembrance of 

Dr. Martin Luther King
Special Edition in

April 2018

The coaching staffs of the
PITTSBURGH STEELERS and
NEW ORLEANS SAINTS were
selected to lead the 2018 Pro
Bowl teams in Orlando, Florida,
the NFL announced . 

The 2018 Pro Bowl will be
played on  Sunday, January 28,
at Orlando’s Camping World
Stadium. Tickets to the game,
which will kickoff at 3:00 PM
ET and be televised live on
ESPN and ESPN Deportes and
simulcast on ABC, are on sale
now at ProBowl.com. 
MIKE TOMLIN and the coach-

es from the Pittsburgh Steelers
and SEAN PAYTON and the
coaches from the New Orleans

Former Winners and Families
to Come Together for Super

Bowl Weekend Culminating in
Special On-Field Pregame

Recognition

The legacy of former Walter
Payton NFL Man of the Year
winners will be recognized at
Super Bowl LII in Minnesota,
the NFL announced . In honor of
their excellence on and off the

NASHVILLE, TN - Titans
General Manager Jon Robinson
held a press conference on
Monday, January 15 in the Saint
Thomas Sports Park Auditorium
The Tennessee Titans informed

Mike Mularkey this morning
that they are parting ways with
him as the team’s head coach.

The following is a statement
from Amy Adams Strunk, Titans
Controlling Owner:
“I want to thank Mike Mularkey

NASHVILLE, TN.— Former
Nashville Predator Mike Fisher
has been named the recipient of
the Tennessee Sports Hall of
Fame 2018 Professional Athlete
of the Year Award.  The award
will be presented at the
Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame
52nd Annual Induction Banquet
on Saturday, June 16, 2018, at
the Omni-Nashville Hotel.
After 17 seasons Mike Fisher

hung up his skates last year after
tallying 276 goals and 309
assists in 1,088 career NHL
games with the Predators and
Ottawa Senators.  In the 2016-17
season Fisher was named the
Team Captain and had an amaz-
ing season.  He amassed 18
goals and 24 assists while help-
ing lead the Predators to the
Western Conference title and the
Stanley Cup Final. 

In 2011 the Senators traded
Fisher to the Nashville
Predators.  That year Nashville
went 15-8-4, in the regular sea-
son and Fisher led the NHL for-
wards with 89 blocked shots.  In
the 2011-12 season Fisher
scored 24 goals, including a
team-high seven game-winners,

Grizzlies down Lakers
in MLK Day contest
from sports page 1
allow all of us to sit in this room
with one another and the guys in
the locker room to be a part of
one of the greatest organizations
in the world with the NBA, and
with the Grizzlies, that stuff did-
n’t come easy. This came hard
earned by people who were will-
ing to take and make the ulti-
mate sacrifice. I think it’s an
opportunity, and it could not be a
better opportunity than today,
for all of us to express that grat-
itude and make a decision on
where our energy and effort is
going to be." 
The Grizzlies are now 7-9 all

time in MLK Day games.
The team also presented the

13th Annual Civil Rights
Museum Sports Legacy Awards
prior to the game. The award

recognizes dedicated contribu-
tions to civil and human rights
and laying foundations for
future leaders through their
career in sports in the spirit of
Dr. King. 

This year's honorees were
Laker Hall of Famer James
Worthy, former NBA star Sam
Perkins, former WNBA all-star
Swin Cash, and Memphis' own
Penny Hardaway who received a
loud ovation from the FedEx
Forum crowd when he was
introduced.

In all, it was a fitting kickoff to
the City's upcoming campaign to
celebrate MLK 50 as the 50th
anniversary of Dr. King's death
approaches on April 4, 2018.

Former Nashville Predator Mike Fisher
named recipient of the TN Sports Hall
of Fame 2018 Professional Athlete of  Yr.

and won the 2012 NHL
Foundation Award, which recog-
nizes a player who applies the
core values of hockey - commit-
ment, perseverance and team-
work - to enrich the lives of peo-
ple in his community.  An alter-
nate captain in the 2012-13 sea-
son, Fisher had an eight-game
point streak from March 14-28,
2013 and scored his 200th NHL
goal Feb. 25, 2013, against the
Dallas Stars.  He led the
Predators in shooting percentage
(17.1) in 2014-15, scoring 19

goals, and got his 500th NHL
point Jan. 29, 2015, against the
St. Louis Blues. He played his
1,000th NHL game March 3,
2016, against the New Jersey
Devils.

The Tennessee Sports Hall of
Fame, a 501c3, pays tribute to
all those who have made an
impact through sports in
Tennessee. The Hall subscribes
to the principle that sports serve
society’s highest ideals by edu-
cating youth through sports. It
promotes the virtues of competi-
tion, fair play, friendship, soli-
darity, mutual understanding
and respect for human dignity.
The best way to honor our sports
legends is to pass this legacy
down to future generations.  The
Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame
held its first induction banquet
in 1966.  The Hall is located
inside the Bridgestone Arena in
Nashville.

Tickets and sponsor packages
for the induction banquet week-
end can be purchased by con-
tacting Lynn Powell Toy at
615.202.3996 or lynnpowell-
toy@gmail.com.

Pete Pranica voted TN
Sportscaster of Year
from sports page 1

with the Grizzlies, Pranica is a
six-time finalist for Tennessee
State Sportscaster of the Year
and has been involved in three
Emmy-winning productions:
two as a commentator for NBC
at the 2004 and 2008 Olympic
Games and one with the
Grizzlies.
Now calling his 25th season of

NBA action, Pranica began his
career in the NBA in 1990 by
calling select radio games for
the Detroit Pistons and in 1998
joined the Portland Trail
Blazers, first serving as their
radio host and television sideline
reporter before taking on televi-
sion play-by-play duties along-
side the late Steve “Snapper”
Jones in 1999. Since coming to
Memphis in 2004, Pranica has
also provided the call for a vari-
ety of events including C-USA
and SEC basketball, the
Southern Heritage Classic foot-
ball game, SEC and ACC soccer,
Memphis Tigers basketball and
Memphis Redbirds (AAA) base-
ball. He also is a member of the
NBA’s Officiating Advisory
Council.

There were 39 first-time win-
ners of the state awards. Pranica
is one of three NBA team play-
by-play announcers to win a
state award, joining fellow first-
time winners Marc Zumoff
(Philadelphia 76ers) and Eric
Reid (Miami Heat). He is just
the second Memphis winner of
the Sportscaster of the Year
award, joining George Mooney
of WMPS in 1959, the first year
of the award.

The National Sports Media
Association & Hall of Fame is a
501(c)(3) non-profit organiza-
tion, which seeks to develop
educational opportunities for
those who are interested in pur-
suing a career in sports media,
through networking, interning,
mentoring and scholarship pro-
grams.
The NSMA also honors, pre-

serves and celebrates the diverse
legacy of sports media in the
United States.
For sponsorship and member-

ship information, contact Dave
Goren at:  dgoren@national-
sportsmedia.org.

After 17 seasons Mike
Fisher hung up his skates
last year after tallying 276
goals and 309 assists in
1,088 career NHL games
with the Predators and
Ottawa Senators.  In the
2016-17 season Fisher was
named the Team Captain and
had an amazing season.  He
amassed 18 goals and 24
assists while helping lead the
Predators to the Western
Conference title and the
Stanley Cup Final. 

Saints will lead the AFC and
NFC teams, respectively.   
Each conference will also be led
by two Legends Captains – one
offensive and one defensive. Pro
Football Hall of Fame running
back LA DAINIAN TOMLIN-
SON (offense) and Hall of Fame
defensive end JASON TAYLOR
(defense) will lead the AFC,
while three-time Pro Bowl run-
ning back WARRICK DUNN
(offense) and Hall of Fame line-
backer DERRICK BROOKS
(defense) will lead the NFC. 
For additional information on

the game or week-of festivities,
fans are encouraged to visit
ProBowl.com.

NFL announces Pro
Bowl coaching staffs

Former NFL Man of the Year winners
unite at Super Bowl LII in Minnesota

field, former Man of the Year
winners – and family representa-
tives of those who are no longer
with us – will come together
during Super Bowl weekend for
a series of special events and
programs. Prior to kickoff of
Super Bowl LII, former winners

will be recognized on-field, as a
testament to their contributions
to the game and to their commu-
nities. The Man of the Year lega-
cy pregame moment will culmi-
nate with the introduction of the
2017 recipient. 

Players spanning generations
who belong to the exceptional
Man of the Year fraternity will
be honored in Minnesota,

including the family of the late
Hall of Fame Chicago Bears
running back WALTER PAY-
TON, Pro Football Hall of
Famer and Pittsburgh Steelers
Legend FRANCO HARRIS,
Super Bowl Champions ELI and
PEYTON MANNING, Pro
Football Hall of Famer and
Dallas Cowboys Legend
ROGER STAUBACH and Pro

Football Hall of Famer and San
Diego Chargers Legend
LADAINIAN TOMLINSON. A
full list of past winners, which
includes 28 members of the Pro
Football Hall of Fame, can be
found below.
"For the first time in NFL histo-
ry, Man of the Year winners will
come together on the NFL's

Please see sports page 3

Statement from Titans GM on
release of Coach Mike Mularkey

for his contributions to our fran-
chise over his tenure with our
organization. He took over our
team during a low moment and
together with Jon built a solid
foundation for our franchise. I
appreciated that Mike devoted
himself to this team and the
community.
In fact, we did discuss extend-

ing his future with our team over
the past week, but in those dis-
cussions about the direction of

the team, it became evident that
we saw different paths to
achieve greater success.
It is certainly unfortunate that

we couldn’t find enough com-
mon ground. I generally believe
that continuity is the best path
for success, but I also view this
as an important moment for our
football team as we try to make
that next step to sustained suc-
cess on the field. Jon will begin
the search immediately to identi-
fy that person.” 

See some Minnesota NFL
activities on sports page 5


