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Fishing
schedule

from 
thefishingwire.com

Got an event? Send it to
frank@thefishingwire.com.
www.amff.org

Jan. 31 - Feb. 2: International
Marina & Boatyard (IMBC)
Conference, New Orleans;
www.imbc@marinaassocia-
tion.com. 

Feb. 3 - Feb. 11: 2018 Great
American Outdoor Show.
Pennsylvania Farm Show
Complex, Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania. www.greatameri-
canoutdoorshow.org 
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Watch for upcoming

F.Y.H. = 
For. 

Your. 
Health.

special edition

24 HOURS A DAY, 
7 DAYS A WEEK,
WE ARE HERE.

We’re here to help you through every step of your cancer experience.
Visit www.cancer.org or call 1-800-227-2345 anytime, day or night.

The American Cancer Society can help you with everyday needs
like transportation and lodging during treatment.

Email sports news to MSTsports@prodigy.net

Watch for 
The Mid-South Tribune’s

50th  Anniversary
Remembrance of 

Dr. Martin Luther King
Special Edition in

April 2018

Stats and facts to get ready for Super Bowl
from sports page 1
over Minnesota in the NFC
Championship Game.
Philadelphia, which scored the
final 38 points in the win over
the Vikings, became the third
team to head to a Super Bowl on
a scoring run of at least 38
points.

Philadelphia advanced to the
Super Bowl for the third time in
franchise history (1980 and
2004) and the Eagles are looking
for the team’s first Super Bowl
title. 
The Eagles, led by second-year

head coach DOUG PEDER-
SON, tied a franchise record
with 13 regular-season wins
(2004) and earned the No. 1 seed
in the NFC for the fourth time
since 2002. The Eagles, who
completed a “worst-to-first”
turnaround, are the first team
since the 2009 New Orleans
Saints to win its division the sea-
son after finishing in or tied for
last place and advance to the
Super Bowl. 
“It’s a tremendous feeling to be
going to the Super Bowl,” says
Pederson. “I love coaching this
football team. I love coaching
these players. The thing about
this team is that despite all the
adversity that surrounds the
team, these guys don’t listen to
that. I don’t listen to that. They
come to work and practice hard
every day. They love being
around each other. One of our
goals was to be the NFC cham-
pions and represent the NFC in
the Super Bowl. And now we’ve
got our work cut out for us.
We’re going to the Super Bowl
and we still have some unfin-
ished business ahead of us.”
Philadelphia quarterback NICK
FOLES completed 26 of 33
passes (78.8 percent) for 352
yards with three touchdowns
and no interceptions for a 141.4
passer rating in the NFC
Championship Game victory.
Foles is the only quarterback in
NFL history to record a 100+
passer rating in each of his first
three career postseason starts
(minimum 20 attempts per
game). In this year’s postseason,

he has completed 49 of 63 pass-
es (77.8 percent) for 598 yards
with three touchdowns and no
interceptions for a 122.1 passer
rating. 
Foles, who has taken over for

injured Pro Bowl quarterback
CARSON WENTZ, is only the
fourth quarterback in the Super
Bowl era to win two postseason
games after making three or
fewer starts in the regular sea-
son. The other three quarter-
backs to accomplish the feat are
DOUG WILLIAMS (1987

Redskins), JEFF HOSTETLER
(1990 Giants) and FRANK
REICH (1992 Bills). Reich cur-
rently serves as Philadelphia’s
offensive coordinator. 
Eagles running back LE GAR-
RETTE BLOUNT, who has
rushed for a touchdown in both
playoff games this season, has
10 rushing TDs in his postsea-
son career, the most among
active players. Running back
JAY AJAYI has led the team in
rushing in both of the club’s
postseason victories. The Eagles
ranked third in the NFL this sea-
son averaging 132.2 rushing
yards per game. 
Philadelphia wide receiver
ALSHON JEFFERY had two
touchdown receptions in the
NFC Championship Game and
wide receiver TORREY SMITH
added one touchdown catch.
Eagles tight end ZACH ERTZ
led the team with eight recep-
tions and 93 receiving yards
against the Vikings. Foles
became the first quarterback in
NFL history with completions of
at least 40 yards to three differ-
ent receivers in a single postsea-
son game – Jeffery (53 yards),
NELSON AGHOLOR (42) and
Smith (41). Additionally, Foles
connected with Ertz on a 36-

yard pass play. 
Eagles cornerback PATRICK
ROBINSON had a 50-yard
interception-return touchdown
in the NFC Championship
Game, his first career postseason
interception. Philadelphia rookie
defensive end DEREK BAR-
NETT, the team’s first-round
selection in the 2017 NFL Draft
(No. 14 overall), had a sack and
forced fumble, which was recov-
ered by defensive end CHRIS
LONG.  
Long and Blount were both
members of last season’s New
England team which won Super
Bowl LI. 
“We have great players and
coaches in this locker room and
I knew we’d be able to compete
for this,” says Long. “We’ve
earned this opportunity but
that’s all it is. We still have a lot
of work to do.” 
Philadelphia had six players
selected to the 2018 Pro Bowl:
guard BRANDON BROOKS,
defensive tackle FLETCHER
COX, tight end Ertz, safety
MALCOLM JENKINS, tackle
LANE JOHNSON and quarter-
back Wentz. 
The Patriots advanced to their
NFL-record 10th Super Bowl by
defeating Jacksonville 24-20 in
the AFC Championship Game.
New England, which won Super
Bowl LI, is looking to repeat as
Super Bowl champions for the
second time in franchise history
(XXXVIII and XXXIX). 
Patriots head coach BILL
BELICHICK and quarterback
TOM BRADY will be making
their eighth Super Bowl appear-
ance together, the most NFL title
games for any head coach and
starting quarterback duo in
league history. Belichick and
Brady have won five Super
Bowls together, the most by a
head coach and starting quarter-
back combination. 
“You cherish these moments and
opportunities,” says Brady. “I
know we’ve had quite a few of
them, which we’ve been very
blessed to do. It’s just been an
unbelievable run and I think

everyone should be really proud
of what we’ve accomplished.
I’m proud of our team. It’s been
a great year and it would be real-
ly great if we can take care of
business in the next game.” 
Belichick has led the Patriots to
five Super Bowl titles, the most
in NFL history. With a victory in
Super Bowl LII, Belichick will
pass Pro Football Hall of Famer
VINCE LOMBARDI and tie
Pro Football Hall of Famers
GEORGE HALAS and CURLY
LAMBEAU with the most NFL
championships (six) in league
history.
Brady, who is making his NFL-
record eighth career Super Bowl
start, is the only starting quarter-
back in league history to win
five Super Bowls and the only
player ever to be named Super
Bowl MVP four times (XXXVI,
XXXVIII, XLIX and LI). 
Brady, who set a Super Bowl
record with 466 passing yards
last year, is the all-time leader in
Super Bowl passing yards
(2,071), completions (207),
passing attempts (309) and
touchdown passes (15). He is
also the NFL postseason leader
in wins by a starting quarterback
(27), completions (892), passing
attempts (1,416), passing yards
(9,721) and touchdown passes
(68).

In the AFC Championship
Game, the Patriots overcame a
10-point deficit in the fourth
quarter (20-10) as Brady threw
two touchdown passes to wide
receiver DANNY AMENDOLA
to pull out the victory. Belichick
and Brady have won four post-
season games in which the
Patriots have trailed by at least
10 points in the fourth quarter,
the most in NFL history by a
head coach and quarterback
combination. No other duo has
accomplished the feat more than
once. The Patriots overcame a
19-point fourth-quarter deficit
(28-9) to win Super Bowl LI last
season. 
“We all believe in each other,”
says safety DEVIN MC COUR-
TY. “This team is battle tested.

selected the rosters for the Mtn
Dew Kickstart Rising Stars, with
each of the league’s 30 teams
submitting one ballot per coach-
ing staff.  Coaches selected four
guards, four frontcourt players
and two players at either posi-
tion group for each team.  They
also picked a minimum of three
first-year NBA players and three
second-year NBA players for
each team.

Brooks, the only World team
member drafted in the second
round of an NBA Draft, will
team with the Philadelphia
76ers’ Joel Embiid (Cameroon),
Dario Saric (Croatia) and Ben
Simmons (Australia), the
Sacramento Kings’ Bogdan
Bogdanovic (Serbia) and Buddy
Hield (Bahamas), the Chicago
Bulls’ Lauri Markkanen
(Finland), the Denver Nuggets’

Jake Leeker signs USL contract with Real
Monarchs SLC of United Soccer League

Foles, who has taken over
for injured Pro Bowl quar-
terback Carson  Wentz  is
only the fourth quarterback
in the Super Bowl era to win
two postseason games after
making three or fewer starts
in the regular season. 

We’ve gone through ups and
downs. We’ve gone through
adversity. You just have to keep
playing. When you have a foun-
dation that you can lean on, you
don’t panic. You understand and
believe in each other and you
just give yourself a chance to
win.”
Patriots running back JAMES
WHITE, who scored three
touchdowns (two rushing, one
receiving) in Super Bowl LI, has
scored six touchdowns (four
rushing, two receiving) in his
past three postseason games.
Over the past two postseasons
(2016 and 2017), White leads
the NFL with seven total touch-
downs and 44 points scored. 
New England tight end ROB
GRONKOWSKI has 10 touch-
down receptions in his postsea-
son career and trails only Pro
Football Hall of Famers JERRY
RICE (22) and JOHN STALL-
WORTH (12) for the most in
NFL playoff history.
Gronkowski’s 856 receiving
yards and 10 touchdown recep-
tions are the most ever by a tight
end in NFL postseason history. 
The Patriots have recorded 11
sacks in the postseason, the most
in the NFL. Eight different play-
ers have registered at least one
sack in this year’s playoffs, the
most by any team. Three Patriots
– rookie defensive tackle
ADAM BUTLER and defensive
ends GENEO GRISSOM and
rookie DEATRICH WISE, JR. –
have each recorded two sacks in
this postseason. New England
linebacker JAMES HARRISON
has 11 career postseason sacks,
tied for the fifth-most in the
NFL since the individual sack
became an official statistic in
1982. 
The Patriots had four players

selected to the 2018 Pro Bowl:
quarterback Brady, fullback
JAMES DEVELIN, tight end
Gronkowski and special teamer
MATTHEW SLATER.
Additionally, safety McCourty
and tackle NATE SOLDER
were named to the team as alter-
nates.

HERRIMAN, Utah – Former
Memphis goalkeeper Jake
Leeker has signed a professional
contract to play for Real
Monarchs SLC of the United
Soccer League Monday. Leeker
joins former Tiger Raul
Gonzalez in the league as repre-
sentatives of the University of
Memphis. 

“I am extremely excited for
Jake and this opportunity to play
at the next level,” said Memphis
head coach Richard Mulrooney.

Grizzlies’ Dillon Brooks
named to NBA Rising Stars
from sports page 1

Jamal Murray (Canada), the
New York Knicks’ Frank
Ntilikina (France) and the
Indiana Pacers’ Domantas
Sabonis (Lithuania).
The United States team features

reigning Kia NBA Rookie of the
Year Malcolm Brogdon of the
Milwaukee Bucks, the Boston
Celtics’ Jaylen Brown and
Jayson Tatum, the Los Angeles
Lakers’ Lonzo Ball, Brandon
Ingram and Kyle Kuzma, the
Atlanta Hawks’ John Collins,
the Bulls’ Kris Dunn, the Utah
Jazz’s Donovan Mitchell and the
Dallas Mavericks’ Dennis Smith
Jr.  
Fans can purchase 2017/18 Season

Tickets, can do so by calling (901)
888-HOOP or going online to griz-
zlies.com. Follow Grizzlies on  on
Facebook or  on Twitter (@mem-
grizz).

“Not every player has this
opportunity and to be able to
represent the University of
Memphis is great for our pro-
gram. We wish Jake the best of
luck out in Utah.”

Real Monarchs clinched the
best record in the 2017 USL reg-
ular season with a 19-5-7 overall
record. It was the first regular
season championship in the
club’s third season of existence.
The Monarchs play their home

“I am extremely excited
for Jake and this opportu-
nity to play at the next
level,” said Memphis head
coach Richard Mulrooney.
“Not every player has this
opportunity and to be able
to represent the University
of Memphis is great for
our program. We wish
Jake the best of luck out in
Utah.”

matches at Zions Bank Stadium
in Herriman, Utah and are the
USL affiliate of Real Salt Lake.  
The St. Louis, Mo. native com-

peted in 47 matches for the
Tigers and finished his Memphis
career with a 1.43 goals against
average and .749 save percent-
age. He earned a career-high six
shutouts as a junior and finished
his career with 10 in over 4200
minutes played. 

Leeker graduated in the spring
of 2017 with a bachelor’s degree

in logistics and supply chain
management and is currently
earning his master’s in business
administration through
Memphis online.


