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Roberts' commitment to sup-
porting the military and their
families to be recognized at NFL
Honors in Minneapolis

The NFL and USAA awarded
Atlanta Falcons wide receiver
ANDRE ROBERTS with the
2017 Salute to Service Award
presented by USAA. The award
was created to acknowledge the
exceptional efforts by members
of the NFL community to honor
and support members of the mil-
itary community.
Roberts, whose parents served
in the U.S. Army and is widely
engaged in military appreciation
events with the Falcons, will be
recognized at NFL Honors, a
two-hour primetime awards spe-
cial to air nationally on Feb. 3,
the eve of Super Bowl LII, at 9
PM (ET and PT) on NBC. NFL
Honors will be taped earlier that
evening at Northrop at the
University of Minnesota in
Minneapolis. USAA, a leading
provider of insurance and other
services to U.S. military mem-
bers, veterans and their families,
will contribute $25,000 in
Roberts' honor to the official aid
societies representing all five
military branches.
"Andre's support of the military
community is authentic, genuine
and greatly appreciated.  Having
grown up the son of two Army
members, he knows the sacri-
fices military members and their
families make," said Vice
Admiral (Ret.) JOHN BIRD,
USAA Senior Vice President of
Military Affairs. "Giving back to
those who are willing to give all
makes Andre a well-deserving
recipient of this award." 
Andre Roberts' passion for the
military stems from his child-
hood, growing up with parents
serving in the U.S. Army.
Throughout his time in the NFL,
Andre has participated in
numerous military appreciation
activities with his respective

NASHVILLE, TN – The
Tennessee Department of
Environment and Conservation
(TDEC) recognized Sergeant
Alvin C. York State Historic
Park in Pall Mall as the 2017
State Park of the Year. The park
– which is the former home of a
World War I hero – was selected
for the exceptional visitor expe-
rience offered through living
history programming. 

“Sgt. Alvin C. York State
Historic Park is the pinnacle
example of how a cultural site
should operate, and how a state
park can impact a narrative and
a community,” said TDEC

SGT. Alvin C. York TN State Park named State
Park of the Year ... from sports page 1

Deputy Commissioner of Parks
and Conservation Brock Hill.
As the centennial of WWI and

Veterans Day approached in
November 2017, the park organ-

ized a weekend of large-scale
living history programming,
including reenacted trench
assaults and a vintage football
game. Since then, living history
programming at the park has
continued to expand. Park visi-
tors can dive into the 20th centu-
ry by exploring WWI soldier
equipment, eating a sample meal

Military Honorees...

of wartime rations and spending
the night in recreated trenches. 

“Our park is relevant and
impactful on a national stage,”
said Park Manager Josh
Waggener. “Our interpretive
programs draw audiences and
volunteers from across the coun-
try, giving a national voice to
Tennessee’s role in this impor-
tant era of history.”

The Visitor Center is modeled
after York’s General Store and
tours of the York home are
offered daily. The park was des-
ignated a National Historic
Landmark in 1977. In 2017,
park staff partnered with the

WWI Centennial Commission,
Center for Historic Preservation
and National Historic
Landmarks Program to offer
more than 1,200 organized and
experiential programs. 

Sgt. Alvin C. York State
Historic Park was honored with
the 2016 Excellence in
Interpretation Award in 2017.
The Annual Park Awards of
Excellence – which honor five
parks annually – were created to
recognize exceptional work
within Tennessee State Parks.
The 2017 award winners were
recognized at the Tennessee
State Park annual park manage-

See photo on 
sports page 1

ment conference in January at
Montgomery Bell State Park.
Parks are nominated by TDEC
staff and voted on by Tennessee
State Park leadership. Additional
2017 winners include: Cedars of
Lebanon State Park (Resource
Management), David Crockett
Birthplace State Historic Park
(Interpretation), Henry Horton
State Park (Innovation) and
Montgomery Bell State Park
(Sustainability). 

For more information about
Sgt. Alvin C. York State Historic
Park, visit
http://tnstateparks.com/parks/ab
out/sgt-alvin-c-york. 

Leading Fishing Tackle Retailer partners with The
Fishing Wire.com ... from sports page 1
USA Today, the Los Angeles
Times, Boston Globe, New York
Post, Fox News, CNN and
ESPN.
“Our outlets and staff are
already serving the fishing
industry,” said FTR co-publisher
Carlton Veirs, “and we’re in
sync with that audience. We
believe we have the right team
in place to take on this chal-
lenge. FTR magazine and the
website have enjoyed fantastic
growth over the past five years,
and The Fishing Wire is a natu-
ral extension of those efforts.”
“We’ve always believed that
category leaders should work

together,” says Jim Shepherd,
founder of The Outdoor Wire

Digital Network, “FTR has been
one of the resources I’ve always
depended on for insight into the
industry. When a mutual
acquaintance suggested we con-
sider working together, we
quickly saw the benefits to
everyone — including our sub-
scribers.”
As North America’s only busi-

ness-to-business trade magazine
for the sportfishing industry,
Fishing Tackle Retailer has been
the go-to industry news resource
for more than 35 years. More
r e c e n t l y ,
FishingTackleRetailer.com has
added immediacy to FTR’s news

approach while maintaining
depth of coverage.
With The Fishing Wire, the FTR
team will deliver the message of
industry leaders directly to the
audience they need most —
retailers, wholesalers, manufac-
turers, reps and other influencers
— on a daily basis. For those
announcing product launches,
staff changes, honors and
achievements, there’s no better
way to spread the word, move
the media needle and keep top of
mind among those who matter
most.
For more than 35 years, Fishing

Tackle Retailer magazine has

been “the hotline to the
pipeline” of the sportfishing
industry, reaching more than 95
percent of tackle retailers in the
United States. FTR reaches
every element of the tackle dis-
tribution system, from manufac-
turers and wholesalers to retail-
ers of all sizes — small inde-
pendents to the giant big boxes.
More recently,
FishingTackleRetailer.com has
become the indispensable source
of up-to-th e-minute industry
news, and “Tackle’s Top 5” is
the essential eNewsletter in the
trade.

Atlanta Falcons wide receiver Andre Roberts
named 2017 Salute to Service Award recipient 

teams. In his short time with the
Atlanta Falcons, Andre has
expressed extreme gratitude to
the military with multiple visits
to local VA hospitals, spending a
day fishing with veterans at
'Fishing with the Falcons' and
selecting the Tragedy Assistance
Program for Survivors (TAPS)
as his organization for My
Cause, My Cleats. His coach,
Dan Quinn, was the 2016 recipi-
ent of the Salute to Service
Award. 
"True heroism is measured by a
person's willingness to sacrifice
themselves for the safety and
freedom of others," said Atlanta
Falcons wide receiver and 2017
Salute to Service award recipi-
ent ANDRE ROBERTS. "The
men and women of the U.S.
Armed Services are the greatest
collection of heroes in our world
today. I'm honored to salute their
service and I'm forever grateful
for the military heritage of my
mother and father, both Army
veterans, as well as the values of
service to country and fellow
man I received at the Citadel.
May God bless the brave men,
women, and families of the U.S.
military who have sacrificed so
much for our great country."
Andre's reach goes beyond
team-based military community
service and well into a deeply
diversified off-season travel
schedule to military bases across
the nation. He volunteers his
time to camps offered to youth
in grades 1-8 that take place in
two three-hour sessions on con-
secutive days. The camp con-
sists of different stations that
include instructional learning
and competitive-based games.
Andre has also hosted previous
camps at Nellis Air Force Base
in Nevada, Luke Air Force base
in Arizona, Naval Air Station
Oceana in Virginia Beach, Fort
Lee II in Richmond, Fort Bragg
in North Carolina, Joint Base in
South Carolina, Schofield

Barracks in Hawaii, Yankee
Stadium in New York, Fort
Jackson in South Carolina, Fort
Benning in Georgia and Fort
Campbell in Kentucky.
In October 2017, all 32 NFL
clubs nominated coaches, active
and retired players, and team
executives and personnel, who
best demonstrated support for
the military community. The
nominees were publicly
announced in November and the
submissions were evaluated by a
panel of judges, including last
year's award recipient, Atlanta
Falcons head coach DAN
QUINN. Nominees' credentials
are evaluated based on the posi-
tive effect of the individual's
efforts on the military communi-
ty, the type of service conducted,
the thoroughness of the program
and level of commitment.
The panel of judges, consisting
of representatives from the U.S.
military, the NFL and USAA,
includes:

VICE ADMIRAL JOHN BIRD
(Ret.), U.S. Navy veteran and
USAA Senior Vice President of
Military Affairs
ROCKY BLEIER, U.S. Army
veteran and four-time Super
Bowl champion
CHAD HENNINGS, Air Force
Academy graduate and three-
time Super Bowl champion
DAN QUINN, Atlanta Falcons
head coach and 2016 Salute to
Service Award recipient 
TOD LEIWEKE, NFL Chief
Operating Officer
JIM MORA, SR., Marine Corps
veteran and former NFL head
coach
ROGER STAUBACH, Naval
Academy graduate, NFL Pro
Football Hall of Fame quarter-
back and Super Bowl MVP

Below is the list of previous
Salute to Service Award win-
ners. The award is part of the
NFL and USAA's year-round
commitment to recognize and
honor the military community.

The "Salute to Service Award
presented by USAA" is part of
the NFL and USAA's year-round
commitment to recognize and
honor the military community.
To read about all 32 nominees,
visit www.nfl.com/salute.

About USAA
The USAA family of companies
provides insurance, banking,
investments, retirement products
and advice to 12 million current
and former members of the U.S.
military and their families.
Known for its legendary com-
mitment to its members, USAA
is consistently recognized for
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“Our outlets and staff are
already serving the fishing
industry,” said FTR co-pub-
lisher Carlton Veirs, “and
we’re in sync with that audi-
ence. We believe we have the
right team in place to take on
this challenge. FTR maga-
zine and the website have
enjoyed fantastic growth
over the past five years, and
The Fishing Wire is a natural
extension of those efforts.”
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