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Fishing
schedule
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thefishingwire.com

Got an event? Send it to
frank@thefishingwire.com.

Apr. 15: Crappie Masters One
Day National Qualifier on Lake
of the Ozarks, Sunrise Beach,
MO www.crappiemasters.net 

Apr. 21 - Apr. 23: Captain Joe
Fishing School at Wesley
Chapel (FL) Boat Show, daily
seminars; www.wesleychapel-
boatshow.com. 

Apr. 22: Crappie Masters One
Day National Qualifier on Lake
Eufaula, Eufaula, OKwww.crap-
piemasters.net 
Apr. 28 - Apr. 29: Crappie
Masters Kentucky/Tennessee
State Championship on
Kentucky and Barkley Lakes,
Paris, TN www.crappiemas-
ters.net 
May 11 - May 14: Saltwater
Shootout; www.bluewatermove-
ments.com.
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University of Memphis, Alabama, and Navy to
participate in Veterans Classic on CBS Sports
from sports page 1
televise a 30-minute all-access
show that provides a look at the
schools’ visit to the Naval
Academy on HOOPS CONFI-
DENTIAL: VETERANS
CLASSIC.
CBS Sports Network is avail-

able across the country through
local cable, video and telco
providers and via satellite on
DirecTV Channel 221 and Dish
Network Channel 158. For more
information, and to access the
CBS Sports Network channel
finder, go to www.cbssportsnet-
work.com.

Tickets are $75 for lower level
reserved, $50 for upper level
general admission and $40 for
group tickets in the upper level.
The 2016 Veterans Classic pre-

sented by Northwestern Mutual
featured Navy, Ohio State,
Vanderbilt and Marquette. Navy,
Florida, North Carolina and
Temple participated in the event
in 2015 and the inaugural event
in 2014 featured Navy,
Michigan State, Tennessee and
VCU.

(ON PARTICIPATING IN
THE 2017 VETERANS

CLASSIC):
Navy Head Coach Ed
DeChellis:

“We are very proud to once
again host the Veterans Classic.
We have a great group of teams
joining us this year with the
University of Pittsburgh, the
University Alabama and the
University of Memphis. The
Veterans Classic will be held the
night before Veterans Day and
once again, we will honor our
nation’s veterans with this event.
As part of the Veterans Classic
experience, we will give the vis-
iting teams an in-depth look of
the life of a midshipman and
immerse them in our culture
here at the U.S. Naval Academy.

We thank CBS Sports Network
for their continued support of
the Veterans Classic, as both
games will be televised national-
ly.”
Pittsburgh Head Coach Kevin
Stallings:
“We are honored to compete
against Navy in the 2017
Veterans Classic. The opportuni-
ty to interact with and observe
the dedication and drive of the
men and women in the United
States Naval Academy will have
a lasting impact on our young
team. We have an unbelievable
level of respect for those who
protect our country and it will be
invaluable for our guys to wit-
ness their selfless service.”

Alabama Head Coach Avery
Johnson:
“The Alabama basketball pro-
gram is honored to be a part of

the 2017 Veterans Classic. As a
program, we have great respect
for all members of our armed
forces and how they dedicate
their lives to protecting our
country. We look forward to
being involved in every aspect
of this great event. Not only will
we have the opportunity to see
the Naval Academy in person,
but it also gives us the chance to
personally thank the men and
women of Annapolis for their
daily efforts to keep our country
safe. Most importantly, this will
serve as a tremendous educa-
tional experience for our stu-
dent-athletes and one they will
remember for the rest of their
lives.”

Memphis Head Coach Tubby
Smith:
“It is an honor to be participat-
ing in the Veterans Classic to be
held at the Naval Academy in
Annapolis, and I want to thank
CBS Sports Network for invit-
ing us to play in this event. I
grew up in Southern Maryland,
and am quite familiar with the
rich traditions of the Naval
Academy. I’m excited to be a
part of this event – it is a won-
derful opportunity for our play-
ers to show their appreciation
and to learn more about the
young men and women that
serve our country, and the great
tradition of the Naval
Academy.”

Team Capsules

• Navy had an overall record of
16-16 in 2016-17 and was 10-8
in Patriot League play. Under
sixth-year head coach Ed
DeChellis, Navy increased its
conference win total for the fifth
straight season and finished in
fourth place in the Patriot
League. Navy advanced to the
Patriot League Tournament
Semifinals for the first time
since 2001, where the team lost
to eventual league champion
Bucknell, 70-65. Junior Shawn
Anderson was named to the All-
Patriot League Second Team and
junior Bryce Dulin was named
to the Patriot League All-
Defensive Team.

• Memphis was 19-13 in 2016-
17 and 8-9 in the American
Athletic Conference in head
coach Tubby Smith’s first sea-
son at the school. Smith served
as the head coach at Kentucky
for 10 seasons and led the pro-
gram to a national championship
in 1998. Smith has also been the
head coach at Tulsa, Georgia,
Minnesota and Texas Tech.
Memphis will be the second
AAC team to compete in the

Memphis Head Coach
Tubby Smith:
“It is an honor to be par-
ticipating in the Veterans
Classic to be held at the
Naval Academy in
Annapolis, and I want to
thank CBS Sports Network
for inviting us to play in
this event. I grew up in
Southern Maryland, and
am quite familiar with the
rich traditions of the
Naval Academy. I’m excit-
ed to be a part of this event
– it is a wonderful oppor-
tunity for our players to
show their appreciation
and to learn more about
the young men and women
that serve our country, and
the great tradition of the
Naval Academy.”

Veterans Classic after Temple in
2015.

• Pittsburgh was 16-17 overall
and 4-14 in the ACC in head
coach Kevin Stallings’ first sea-
son at the school. Senior forward
Michael Young was named the
All-ACC Third Team and senior
guard Jamel Artis received All-
ACC honorable mention recog-
nition. Stallings arrived at Pitt
after spending 17 seasons at
Vanderbilt, where he became the
program’s leader in coaching
wins (332) and took the school
to the NCAA Tournament seven
times. Pittsburgh is the second
ACC team to compete in the
Veterans Classic after North
Carolina in 2015.

• Alabama was 19-15 in 2016-
17 and 10-8 in the SEC. The
Crimson Tide participated in the
NIT, falling to Richmond in the
first round. Head coach Avery
Johnson is 37-30 in two seasons
at Alabama. Johnson played in
the NBA for 16 years and won
an NBA Championship with the
San Antonio Spurs along with
Naval Academy graduate David
Robinson in 1999. Johnson also
coached in the NBA and led the
Dallas Mavericks to an appear-
ance in the NBA Finals in 2006.
Alabama is the fourth SEC team
to compete in the Veterans
Classic, following Vanderbilt
(2016), Florida (2015) and
Tennessee (2014).

Women’s basketball signees
have great senior seasons
from sports page 2
nationally-ranked squad. We are
especially excited that each of
their high school teams played
deep into postseason, which is a
program standard for us at
Memphis.”

Alana Davis led her Cross Creek
High School to its best season in
school history; a 26-5 overall
record and a state semifinal
appearance. She finished the
season averaging a double-dou-
ble with 19.6 points and 13.0
rebounds per game as well as 3.8
blocks per game. Her 24 double-
doubles as a senior ranked her
21st nationally.

Davis scored at least 30 points
on three occasions and her
efforts throughout the season
placed her as a 4-A South First-
Team All-State selection by the
Georgia Athletic Coaches
Association.

Finess Dickson helped lead her
nationally-ranked Homewood-
Flossmoor team to the Class 4A
Supersectional. She earned sev-
eral accolades this season
including a Chicago Tribune

All-State special mention selec-
tion and a Second-Team Daily
Southtown All-Area Team selec-
tion.

Dickson finished the year aver-
aging 10 points, five assists, and
five steals per game.

A Miss Kentucky Basketball
finalist, Jada Stinson led her
Elizabethtown High School
squad to a 28-4 overall record
and a Fifth Region Regional
Finals appearance. In the game
to reach the Regional Finals,
Stinson scored a floor-high 30
points against Marion County.

Stinson ended her senior season
averaging 18.1 points, 5.9
assists, 4.3 steals, and 4.0
rebounds and was named the
Fifth Region Player of the Year
at the KHSAA State
Tournament. She was also
named a Lexington Herald-
Leader’s First-Team All-State
selection and had the opportuni-
ty to compete in the Ohio-
Kentucky All-Star Basketball
game.
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Redbirds
homestand
highlights 
can make
for great
baseball

experience
for all!

MEMPHIS, Tennessee – The
Memphis Redbirds begin the
home portion of the 2017 season
with a seven-game homestand
running now through Monday
the April 17.
The slate of games features mul-
tiple gate giveaways, the first
Saturday night fireworks display
presented by Methodist
University Hospital Transplant
Institute, all-you-can-eat craw-
fish, an exciting Jackie
Robinson Night celebration, and
an Easter Sunday that features a
candy drop from a helicopter.
Any time the Redbirds win this
week, fans will receive a coupon
for $10 off a $50 purchase at
Dick’s Sporting Goods as part of
the “Win with Dick’s” promo-
tion.

Saturday, April 15 – 6:35 p.m.
(gates at 5:00)

- Jackie Robinson Night: the
Redbirds are celebrating the
70th anniversary of Jackie
Robinson breaking baseball’s

Jackie Robinson Night:
the Redbirds are celebrat-
ing the 70th anniversary of
Jackie Robinson breaking
baseball’s color barrier
and will be wearing spe-
cial No. 42 jerseys, which
will be auctioned after the
game benefitting the
Redbirds Community
Fund and the Jackie
Robinson Foundation.
color barrier and will be wearing
special No. 42 jerseys, which
will be auctioned after the game
benefitting the Redbirds
Community Fund and the Jackie
Robinson Foundation
- “The Memphis 13” Forum: the
Redbirds are holding a forum in
the Home Plate Club from 4-
5:00 with members of “The
Memphis 13,” a group of
schoolchildren who integrated
Memphis’ schools in 1961. An
RSVP is requested:
http://bit.ly/2ogWTHB.
- Postgame Fireworks: presented
by Methodist University
Hospital Transplant Institute
- Saturday Night Party in the
Plaza: featuring the “1-900
Band”

Sunday, April 16 – 2:05 p.m. 

(gates at noon for brunch/catch
on the field ticket holders, 1:00
for the public)
- Postgame Candy Drop from a
Helicopter: open to kids 12 and
under, who also receive a
Redbirds Easter Pail to gather
the goodies and take home after-
wards
- Prairie Farms Ice Cream
Sunday: kids 12 and under
receive a free ice cream treat,
courtesy of Prairie Farms, upon
entering
- Easter Brunch and Catch on
the Field: special ticket option,
allowing access to brunch with
the Easter Bunny in the Home
Plate Club and catch on the field
from noon-1:30

Monday, April 17 – 11:05 a.m.

(gates at 10:00)
-Education Day: the season’s
first Education Day

For information on upcoming
promotions, visit www.mem-
phisredbirds.com/promotions.
For more information on single-
game tickets and ticket mini-
memberships, visit www.mem-
phisredbirds.com/tickets.


