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From 
The Fishing

Wire
Got an event? Send it to
frank@thefishingwire.com.

May 29- Captain Dylan
Hubbard presents Free Bot-
tom-fishing Seminar  Maus
Nissan, New Port Richey, FL,
7 p.m., free barbecue in-
c l u d e d ;
www.mausnissan.com.

June 4-10 - Mississippi Gulf
Coast Billfish Classic  Biloxi,
MS. Billfish (weight and re-
lease divisions), tuna, wahoo,
dolphin and swordfish. More
than $1.5MM in prizes;
mgcbc.com 

Email sports news and photos to MSTsports@prodigy.net

MEMPHIS, TN – The Memphis
Grizzlies recently announced
that the organization will partic-
ipate in the 2018 Utah Jazz Sum-
mer League to be held from July
2-5 at Vivint Smart Home Arena
in Salt Lake City, Utah.

The 2018 Utah Jazz Summer
League will feature the Grizzlies,
Utah Jazz, San Antonio Spurs
and Atlanta Hawks in a six-game
competition with contests on
July 2, July 3 and July 5.  The
Grizzlies will face the Hawks at

MEMPHIS, TN – The University
of Memphis softball program and
head coach Natalie Poole have
announced the addition of two
junior college pitchers, Kailey
Hilderbrand and Karli Perque, to
the 2018-19 roster. The two addi-
tions for the Tigers bring the total
number of new players up to nine
for next season. 
“We are excited about Karli and

Kailey becoming a part of our
softball program,” said Poole.
“Both of these athletes are going
to contribute right away to our
pitching staff. They both are stu-
dents of the game, and that
makes a big difference when
coaching players in that position.
They have a good sense of who
they are as pitchers and what they
have to offer the game.”
A native of Hernando, Miss.,

UofM women basketball announces staff additions
from sports page 1

and advisors for young people.”

“Michele was an All-American
during her playing days and has
great teaching skills,” added Mc-
Ferrin. “She is familiar with our
conference during her days at Tu-
lane and has nation-wide recruit-
ing contacts. She enjoys
mentoring and connecting with
players. Our players will benefit
greatly from her many talents.”

Savage comes to Memphis after
spending seven seasons at the
helm of Davidson College in
Davidson, N.C. from 2010-17. At
Davidson, she led the Wildcats to
back-to-back to trips to the
Southern Conference Champi-
onship title game, and in the
2012-13 season, she guided
Davidson to its second-straight
20-win campaign and a berth into
the Women’s National Invitation
Tournament.

Prior to her stint at Davidson,
Savage had a successful nine-
year run as an assistant coach at

Tulane. During her nine years
with the Green Wave, Tulane hit
the 26-win plateau, twice, and
reached the NCAA Tournament
in 2002, 2003, and 2010. 

In addition to experience at
Davidson and Tulane, Savage
has served as an assistant coach
at Cornell, Toledo, and Chicago
State. At Cornell, Savage helped
the Big Red achieve their best
season in program history while
signing three players who earned
honorable mention All-America

honors in high school. 

Savage graduated from North-
western University in 1993 as a
three-time All-Big Ten selection,
a three-time Kodak All-District
selection, and an All-America se-
lection from Street and Smith’s
in 1991. She helped lead the
Wildcats to the 1990 Big Ten
Championship and two berths in
the NCAA Tournament in 1990
and 1991. She was inducted in
the Northwestern Hall of Fame in
2002 and the Illinois Hall of
Fame in 2008.

“Amy returning to Memphis is a
blessing,” said McFerrin. “She
has proven over time that her ex-
periences as an elite level player
and coach will translate to our
team. Her passion for the game
will be infectious for our players.
She will bring a familiarity with
our system and her defensive ex-
pertise will show itself in our
play.”
Stephens returns to Memphis

after acting as an assistant coach

for Nebraska from 2014-16. In
her first season back at Nebraska
in 2014-15, Stephens coordi-
nated a Nebraska defense that led
the Big Ten in scoring defense,
surrendering just 60.9 points per
game. 
While at Memphis in 2013-14,

Stephens helped McFerrin and
the Tigers transition from Con-
ference USA into the American
Athletic Conference. In the
Tigers first season as a member
of The American, Ariel Hearn
earned First-Team All-AAC hon-
ors while Mooriah Rowser and
Breigha Wilder-Cochran were
named to the All-Freshman team. 
Prior to her stops at Memphis

and Saint Louis (2012-13),
Stephens was the head coach at
Drake from 2003-12 and com-
piled a 151-130 overall record. In
2008, Stephens led the Bulldogs
to the Missouri Valley Confer-
ence title and during the previous
season, she guided Drake to the
Missouri Valley Tournament title
and an automatic bid to the 2007
NCAA Tournament. She also led

Drake to four WNIT appear-
ances in her nine seasons at the
helm. 
As a head coach at Nebraska-

Kearney for eight years,
Stephens led the Lopers to a
197-43 overall record, averaging
over 25 wins per season. She
was named the RMAC Coach of
the Year four-times and was a
WBCA national coach of the
year finalist in 2000. Nebraska-
Kearney also enjoyed an NCAA
Division II record 87-game
home court winning streak dur-
ing her time there.

At Nebraska as a player,
Stephens ranks among the top
five in program history in points
(1,976), assists (444), and steals
(280). Stephens earned Kodak
All-District V honors as a senior
at Nebraska and was also a first-
team All-Big Eight Conference
selection that year. She helped
lead Nebraska to its only Big
Eight title in 1987-88 and the
first NCAA appearance in pro-
gram history. 

“Amy returning to Memphis
is a blessing,” said McFer-
rin. “She has proven over
time that her experiences as
an elite level player and
coach will translate to our
team. Her passion for the
game will be infectious for
our players. She will bring a
familiarity with our system
and her defensive expertise
will show itself in our play.” 

Pitchers Kailey Hilderbrand and Karli Perque
are new signees to softball team for fall season

Hilderbrand comes to Memphis
from Mississippi Gulf Coast
Community College and Her-
nando High School. At Her-
nando, Hilderbrand was a
two-sport athlete, also competing
for the volleyball team for two
years.

In softball, Hilderbrand led her
squad to the District Champi-
onship in 2013, 2014, and 2017.
She was a Second-Team All-
State selection as a junior and
senior and a four-time All-Dis-
trict and All-County selection in
2013, 2014, 2016, and 2017.
Hilderbrand also earned the title
of Best Offensive Player in 2016
and the Best Defensive Player in
2014.

As a senior at Hernando, she
went 11-5 with a 1.67 ERA and
129 strikeouts. She also hit just

shy of .400 with 10 doubles, a
triple, four home runs, and 36
RBIs. For her career, she was a
.342 hitter while hurling 500
strikeouts in 482.1 innings
pitched. She was selected to play
in the Mississippi Association of
Coaches Class 4A/5A/6A Fast-
pitch All-Star game in high
school. 

Coach Poole stated: “Kailey is
the cousin of a former Memphis
Softball player (Morgan Mosby)
and has been around our pro-
gram for a long time.  She comes
to us with not only great high
school success, but experience
from her freshman year at her
junior college.  Kailey has come
to many camps and worked with
our coaches in that environment,
responded well to our coaching
instruction, and feels like she can
thrive in this culture.  We are ex-

cited to work with her on a daily
basis.
Perque, a 5-11 pitcher originally

from Westwego, La., joins the
Memphis squad from Jones
County Junior College. While at
Jones County, Perque helped
lead her team to a 2018 National
Championship as well as back-
to-back State and Regional
Championships in 2017 and
2018.   

Her 2018 National Champi-
onship squad finished the year
with a 54-3 overall record while
she posted a 24-2 record in the
circle. Perque also finished her
sophomore year with a 1.02 ERA
and 173 strikeouts. 

For her career at Jones County,
Perque recorded a 48-2 overall
record and a 1.15 ERA with 300
strikeouts. She was named a
NJCAA and NFCA First-Team

Grizzlies participate in Utah Jazz Summer League

All-American as well as the 2017
MACJC and NJCAA Pitcher of
the Year.

Perque came to Jones County
from Cabrini High School where
she was a four-time All-State,
All-Metro, and All-Region selec-
tion. She finished with 1,025
strikeouts at Cabrini and a 1.03
ERA. 
“Karli is coming in after experi-
encing great success at Jones
County.  She knows a few of our
current athletes, having played
with them or against them before.
She has potential to come in and
make an impact right after com-
peting in the post season for her
current school.  Luckily, we don’t
have to wait long to get her on
campus to get started working
with her,” commented Coach
Poole.

6 p.m. CT on July 2 and the Jazz
at 8 p.m. CT on July 3 before the
July 4th holiday. Memphis will
then finish the event against the
Spurs at 6 p.m. CT on July 5 be-
fore departing for Las Vegas
where the team will also com-
pete in the MGM Resorts NBA
Summer League from July 6-17.

The following is the complete
2018 Utah Jazz Summer League
schedule (all times listed in CT):

Monday, July 2
6 p.m. – Atlanta vs. Memphis
8 p.m. – San Antonio vs. Utah 

Tuesday, July 3  
6 p.m. – Atlanta vs. San Antonio
8 p.m. – Memphis vs. Utah  

Wednesday, July 4
No games scheduled
Thursday, July 5
6 p.m. – Memphis vs. San Anto-

nio
8 p.m. – Atlanta vs. Utah

Tickets for the general public
are now on sale and can be pur-
chased online at utahjazz.com.
Team rosters, broadcast and

streaming information and addi-
tional details will be announced
at a later date.

For more in-depth coverage on
the Grizzlies participation in the
Utah Jazz Summer League and

all your Grizzlies’ news sign-up
for Grizzlies E-News or Grind
City Media News at
grizzlies.com or visit GrindCity-
Media.com, like Grind City
Media on Facebook or follow on

The 2018 Utah Jazz Summer
League will feature the Griz-
zlies, Utah Jazz, San Antonio
Spurs and Atlanta Hawks in a
six-game competition with
contests on July 2, July 3 and
July 5. 

Twitter and Instagram (@Grind-
CityMedia)For more information
on the Grizzlies, ‘like’ Memphis
Grizzlies on Facebook or follow
on Twitter (@memgrizz).

Remembering those
who served on this

Memorial Day

Honor those who gave
their lives to keep 
you safe on this 
Memorial Day


