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Fishing
schedule
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thefishingwire.com

Got an event? Send it to
frank@thefishingwire.com.

June 21 - June 25: Emerald
Coast Blue Marlin Classic,
Sandestin, FL. $1.5MM+ in cash
prizes; fishecbc.com 
June 24 - June 26: Outdoor
Writers Association of America
(OWAA) Annual Meeting.
Duluth, Minnesota. 406-728-
7434, info@owaa.org;
www.owaa.org 
June 29 - July 1: European
Fishing Tackle Trade Expo
(EFFTEX) in Budapest,
Hungary;www.efftex.com. 
July 8 - July 9: California
B.A.S.S. Nation State Team
Qualifier #3, California Delta,
Oakley, CA, www.calbn.com 
July 11 - July 14: ICAST
Convention at the Orange
County Convention Center in
Orlando, Florida; www.icast-
fishing.org.
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MEMPHIS, TN – Friday after-
noon Fastpitch News named
University of Memphis outfield-
er Lindsay Crowdus an
Honorable Mention All-
American, adding to her list of
accolades during the postseason.

Crowdus finished her senior
year named the AAC Co-Player
of the Year, a First-Team All-
AAC pick, NFCA Second-Team
All-Region selection, a FPN
Honorable Mention All-
American, and a College Sports
Madness Third-Team All-
American.
She shattered multiple records

as a season including her .451
batting average and 83 hits. She
also ended the year with nine

MEMPHIS, TN – The American
Athletic Conference announced
Thursday, June 8 the women’s
basketball scheduling model for
the 2017-18 season. With the
addition of Wichita State, the 12
teams in the conference will
play a 16-game schedule where
each team will play five of its 11
opponents twice, and six oppo-
nents once each.

“The American Athletic
Conference is a tremendous
women’s basketball conference
that sent six teams to the post-
season last year,” said Tom
Bowen, director of athletics.
“We are excited to host five of

MEMPHIS, TN – University of
Memphis director of athletics
Tom Bowen in conjunction with
the American Athletic
Conference has announced the
conference men's basketball
home and away opponents for
the 2017-18 season. The home
conference schedule will com-
prise of nine schools, including
newest AAC member Wichita
State.

"As the American Athletic
Conference grows in stature
across the country, I am excited
about the opponents that will be
coming to FedExForum this sea-
son," said Bowen. "Our loyal
season ticket holders and fans

Baseball Hall of Fame
Inductee, Former Memphis

Chick Tim Raines Appearing at
AutoZone Park

Raines Joins Cooperstown
Immortals Shortly After June 30

Return to Memphis

MEMPHIS, Tennessee –
Exactly one month before his
induction into the National
Baseball Hall of Fame, former
Memphis Chicks star Tim
Raines will return to The Bluff
City for an appearance at
AutoZone Park headlining
“Chicks Night” on Friday, June
30.

Fans may purchase a specialty
ticket that includes a private
meet-and-greet with Raines
from 5:00-6:00. The $125 ticket
includes a Club Level seat for
that night’s game, plus access to
the Club Level buffet, in addi-
tion to the private meet-and-
greet.

Raines will be signing auto-
graphs on the concourse from
6:00-6:45 and from 7:15-8:00
after a break to throw the cere-
monial first pitch. The Redbirds
will be producing a “Chicks
Night featuring Tim Raines”
commemorative photo to dis-
tribute that evening, which is the
only item Raines will be able to
autograph.

Also on Chicks Night, the

Memphis baseball now and
then merge on Chicks Night

Redbirds will be wearing special
throwback uniforms, which will
be auctioned during the game
with proceeds benefiting the
Redbirds Community Fund.
Fans winning a jersey in the auc-
tion will go onto the field after
the game to meet the player or
coach and have it signed.

For more information and to
purchase tickets, visit
www.memphisredbirds.com/chi
cksnight.
Raines played 145 games for

the Double-A Chicks in 1979,
stealing 59 bases and hitting
.290 with 25 doubles, 10 triples,
five home runs, and 50 RBI. His
160 hits on the season led the
team, which finished with an 82-
62 record under manager Billy
Garner. The Chicks won the
Western Division’s first-half
championship behind the all-star
play of Raines, David Hostetler,
and Charlie Lea.

Raines reached the big leagues
the next season with the
Montreal Expos, which began

his Hall of Fame career that
spanned 23 seasons (1980-2002)
with the Expos, Chicago White
Sox, New York Yankees,
Oakland Athletics, Baltimore
Orioles, and Florida Marlins. He
is the only player in Major
League history with at least 100
triples, 150 home runs, and 600
stolen bases. He is also the sole
player in MLB history with four
different seasons of at least 50
extra-base hits and 70 steals.

A consistent speedster, only
Raines has stolen 70-plus bases
in six-straight seasons (1981-
86), and he ranks first among
players with at least 400 stolen
base attempts with an 84.7 per-
cent success rate.

Raines, who was voted into the
Hall on his final year of Baseball
Writers’ Association of America
eligibility, will be inducted July
30 alongside Jeff Bagwell, Ivan
Rodriguez, John Schuerholz,
and former Commissioner Allan
H. “Bud” Selig. Hall of Fame
Weekend in Cooperstown runs
July 28-31.

For information on upcoming
promotions, visit www.mem-
phisredbirds.com/promotions.
For more information on single-
game tickets and ticket mini-
memberships, visit www.mem-
phisredbirds.com/tickets.

Former Memphis Chicks player Tim Raines is shown here
with winning grins as both a veteran and youthful player.
This National Baseball Hall of Famer is scheduled to make
a historic appearance on “Chicks Night”  at AutoZone
Park where Memphis Redbirds will play on Friday, June
30. (Photo: Courtesy of National Baseball Hall of Fame and
Museum).

Mike Novell named College
Football Coach of the year
from sports page 1

18th-ranked Houston, to finish
the regular season.
This is the second consecutive

season and third overall that a

UofM athletics director Tom Bowen
and American Athletic Conference
announce new basketball schedule

will have a chance to see nation-
al brands and rivalry match-
ups."

In addition to renewing the
long-standing rivalry with
Wichita State, the Tigers home
conference schedule will also
see Houston, UConn,
Cincinnati, UCF, East Carolina,
Tulsa, Tulane and USF visit
FedExForum this winter for
home games in the AAC for the
2017-18 season.

"This is a great home AAC
schedule for our team, our sea-
son ticket holders, and our fans,"
said head men's basketball coach
Tubby Smith. "Tiger Nation will
get a chance to see several

schools with NCAA Tournament
credentials, which allows us to
showcase the growth of our pro-
gram."

Season tickets for the Memphis
2017-18 men's basketball season
are on sale now and some great
seats are still available. Call
901-678-2331 for more informa-
tion.

The new AAC scheduling
model for men's basketball, each
team will play seven of its 11
opponents twice, and its four
remaining opponents once each,
two at home and two away.
Houston and Wichita State are
the two home-only opponents

for Memphis, while SMU and
Temple are the two road-only
opponents. The Tigers will play
the remaining seven schools
both at home and on the road
during the season.

Fastpitch News names
Crowdus Honorable
Mention All-American

Please see sports page 4

triples, 30 RBI, and 33 stolen
bases. She leaves Memphis as
the career batting average leader
at .359, the career hits leader at
237, and the career stolen base
leader at 64.
Crowdus helped lead the Tigers

to the semifinals of the AAC
Tournament for the first time in
program history. In the quarterfi-
nal 7-0 shutout against USF,
Crowdus led the Tigers with a 2-
for-3 effort at the plate with two
runs scored, two RBI, a walk,
and a stolen base.

For more information on the
Memphis softball team, follow
the Tigers on Facebook and
Twitter at @MemphisSoftball.

For more stats and facts
on UofM sports, detour
to www.gotigersgo.com

Memphis football head coach
has be named the TSWA Coach
of the Year. Justin Fuente
received the honor in 2015 and
Tommy West was recognized in
2003.

The Tennessee Sports Writers
Association is comprised of
writers and editors and college
sports information directors who
work in sports in the state of
Tennessee.

This is the second consecu-
tive season and third overall
that a Memphis football head
coach has be named the
TSWA Coach of the Year.
Justin Fuente received the
honor in 2015 and Tommy
West was recognized in 2003

The Memphis women’s
basketball team will play
home and away contests
against UCF, UConn, East
Carolina, Tulsa, and con-
ference newcomer Wichita
State. Home only contests
for the Tigers include USF,
SMU, and Tulane while
away only games will be at
Cincinnati, Houston, and
Temple.
those teams this season and give
our student-athletes the opportu-
nity to compete at the highest
level.”
The Memphis women’s basket-

ball team will play home and
away contests against UCF,
UConn, East Carolina, Tulsa,
and conference newcomer
Wichita State. Home only con-
tests for the Tigers include USF,
SMU, and Tulane while away
only games will be at Cincinnati,
Houston, and Temple.
“This is a great home and away

schedule for the Tigers,” said
head coach Melissa McFerrin.
“We are excited about the ability

Women’s
basketball
announces

AAC
home and

away
opponents


