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thefishingwire.com
Got an event? Send it to

frank@thefishingwire.com.

July 11 - July 14: ICAST
Convention at the Orange
County Convention Center in
Orlando, Florida; www.icast-
fishing.org.

July 11 - July 17: Blue Marlin
Grand Championship, Orange
Beach, AL. $1MM+ in cash
prizes; thewharfmarina.com 

Aug. 3 - Aug. 6: Saltwater
Showdown; www.bluewater-
movements.com.
Aug. 12: 10th Annual Fly
Fishing Festival. American
Museum of Fly Fishing,
Manchester, Vermont. Samantha
Pitcher (802) 362-3300 ext. 208
or spitcher@amff.org
www.amff.org 

Aug. 12 - Aug. 18: Pirate's Cove
Billfish Tournament, Manteo,
NC. $1MM+ in cash prizes;
pcbgt.com
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PHILADELPHIA, PA. –
Memphis senior quarterback
Riley Ferguson has been named
to the summer watch list for the
81st Maxwell Award, annually
awarded to the nation’s player of
the year, the Maxwell Football
Club announced Monday.

Ferguson passed for 3,698
yards and a school-record 32
touchdowns in his junior season
in 2016. He ranked second in the
American Athletic Conference
with 284.5 yards passing per
game and a 152.7 passer effi-
ciency rating. His 3,698 passing
yards rank second only to 2016
NFL First Round draft pick
Paxton Lynch in the Memphis
record book.
The Maxwell Award, named in

honor of Robert W. "Tiny"
Maxwell, has been given to
America's College Player of the
Year since 1937. Maxwell's con-
tributions to the game of football
were extensive, including time
as a player, a sportswriter and an
official.

The watch list incorporates a
broad spectrum of Football
Bowl Subdivision (FBS) pro-
grams and conferences from
coast-to-coast. Returning
Maxwell Award winner Lamar
Jackson (Louisville) headlines
the 2017 watch list class.
Semifinalists for the Maxwell

Award will be announced Oct.
30, while the three finalists for
the award will be unveiled Nov.
20. The winner of the 2017
Maxwell Award will be
announced as part of the Home
Depot College Football Awards

Tigers QB Riley Ferguson
on Maxwell Award Watch List 

Show held on Dec. 7. The for-
mal presentations of the award
will be made at the Maxwell
Football Club Awards Gala,
hosted by Tropicana Hotel &
Casino Atlantic City on March
9, 2018.

Memphis opens its 2017 fall
camp on Thursday, July 27 and
opens its second season under
head coach Mike Norvell on
Aug. 31 against Louisiana
Monroe. The Tigers will open
their American Athletic
Conference schedule the follow-
ing week on the road at UCF on
Sept. 9.

Season tickets for the seven-
game home stand are on sale
now at
www.gotigersgo.com/football
tickets. Tickets for the 2017
campaign, which includes home
games against UCLA and Navy,
start at just $130 (or $115 for
Tiger Scholarship Fund mem-
bers with a minimum donation
of $100). Fans who purchase or
renew their season tickets by
June 10 will receive the newly-

MEMPHIS, TN – The first-
place Memphis Redbirds return
to AutoZone Park after the All-
Star Break for a four-game
homestand featuring the Stubby
Clapp Backflip Bobblehead
Giveaway, presented by
Campbell Clinic, and Christmas
in  July with postgame fire-
works.
The homestand began with  an

All-You-Can-Eat Thursday spe-
cialty ticket, with mac and
cheese and toppings, as well as
Rockey’s Birthday Celebration,
where kids ate free. For more
information on the Christmas in
July celebration, highlighted by
Santa Claus arriving at the ball-
park via helicopter thanks to
Hospital Wing, visit www.mem-
phisredbirds.com/ChristmasInJu
ly.
Any time the Redbirds win this
homestand, fans will receive a
coupon for $10 off a $50 pur-
chase at Dick’s Sporting Goods
as part of the “Win with Dick’s”
promotion. Also, any time the
Redbirds score six runs, fans can
score 50% off their online order
at PapaJohns.com the following
day using promo code RED-
BIRDS6.

Friday, July 14 – 7:05 p.m.
(gates at 6:00)
- Stubby Clapp Backflip
Bobblehead Giveaway, present-
ed by Campbell Clinic: the first
1,500 fans will receive a bobble-
head of manager Stubby Clapp's
famous backflip from his
Redbirds playing days, courtesy
of Campbell Clinic
Friday Night Block Party: fea-
turing music by Addison
Johnson and select $2 beers in
the Plaza before the game

Saturday, July 15 – 6:35 p.m.
(gates at 5:00)
- Postgame Fireworks: another
spectacular postgame fireworks
show launched from centerfield
at AutoZone Park
- Christmas in July: Santa Claus'
reindeer are on summer vaca-
tion, so he will arrive at the ball-
park via helicopter thanks to
Hospital Wing, and Kris Kringle
will be available for pictures on
the concourse during the game
- Redbirds Christmas Ornament
Specialty Ticket: fans can pur-
chase a $17 Field Box or a $20

formatted game book set of tick-
ets, which will include a free
clear bag (12" x 12" x 5") that
complies with the Liberty
Bowl's new clear bag policy that
goes in to effect in 2017. 

Redbirds return
to AutoZone for

four games
against Round
Rock Express

RangersMEMPHIS, TN - “I am excited
to have Butch Pierre join our
staff,” said Smith. “He is some-
one that I have known of for
many years, having coached
against him at almost every one
of his stops. He has a deep
knowledge of how major basket-
ball programs are run, and will
be able to add a lot to our pro-
gram. He comes in with great
credentials and integrity, and I
am glad to welcome him and his
wife Clemmie to the city.”
He was most recently an assis-

tant head coach at N.C. State
during the 2016-17 season. At
N.C. State, he helped coach
recent NBA lottery pick Dennis
Smith Jr., who was drafted with
the No. 9 overall selection by the
Dallas Mavericks.
“I’m excited to be here,” said

Pierre. “I know about the pro-
gram’s rich tradition, and what
the people around the city and
the country think of the pro-
gram. The program has always
been special to the Memphis
fans, and that electricity is why
we can do something special at
this University. My relationship
with Coach Smith, and knowing
the type of coach and person that
he is, is what drew me to the
school.”

Before his season with the
Wolfpack, Pierre spent eight
seasons on the staff at Oklahoma
State, where he was the associ-
ate head coach. The Cowboys
made five NCAA Tournament
appearances with Pierre on staff.
During his time with Oklahoma
State, the Cowboys had two Big
12 Players of the Year (Marcus
Smart and James Anderson) and
two Big 12 Freshman of the Year
award winners (Smart, Jawun
Evans, LeBryan Nash).
“After just the first few days in

the city, and spending time with
Coach Smith and the players, I
am excited to see what we can
do this season,” said Pierre.

Long-time assistant coach
Butch Pierre joins Memphis
Tigers men’s basketball staff

“Not only does Coach Smith
develop players for the next
level on the basketball court, he
makes them men and prepares
them for life in the real world.
He knows how to win, and does
everything the right way, on and
off of the court.”
Prior to his eight seasons with

the Cowboys, he spent 11 sea-
sons at LSU, first as assistant
coach and later associate head
coach with the Tigers. Among
his time at LSU, he helped lead
the program to the NCAA Final
Four following a Southeastern
Conference (SEC)
Championship in 2005-06, and
the program had four NCAA
Tournament berths in his time
there. He was the interim head
coach at LSU for the final 10
games of the 2007-08 season,
leading the Tigers to a 5-5
record during his brief stint.
While at LSU he coached two
All-Americans (Stromile Swift
and Glen Davis), three SEC
Players of the Year (Swift,
Davis, and Brandon Bass), and
four SEC Freshman of the Year
honorees (Davis, Bass, Tyus
Thomas, and Torris Bright).
He has also worked as an assis-

tant coach at Charlotte (1996-

97) and led the program to the
NCAA tournament and a
Conference USA title. At
Louisiana-Lafayette (1989-96),
he spent his final six seasons
with the Ragin’ Cajuns as the
associate head coach. While at
Louisiana, the school won its
first-ever still recognized NCAA
Tournament game, while win-
ning the Sun Belt Conference.
He made his assistant coaching
debut in 1984-85 as a graduate
assistant at his alma mater of
Mississippi State before accept-
ing his first full-time coaching
position in 1986 with Kentucky
State, where he stayed for two
seasons.

Pierre is a native of Darrow,
Louisiana, and was a prep All-
American at St. Amant High
School. He earned both his
undergraduate (1984) and mas-
ter’s degrees (1986) in
Education from Mississippi
State, where he was a four-year
starter at point guard for the
Bulldogs.

Butch Pierre Coaching
Career

2016-2017 N.C. State
Assistant Head Coach
2008-2016 Oklahoma State
Associate Head Coach
2008 LSU
Interim Head Coach
2002-2008 LSU
Associate Head Coach
1997-2002 LSU
Assistant Coach
1996-1997 Charlotte
Assistant Coach
1989-1996 Louisiana-
Lafayette        Associate Head
Coach
1988-1989 Louisiana-
Lafayette        Assistant Coach
1986-1988 Kentucky State
Assistant Coach
1984-1986 Mississippi State
Graduate Assistant Coach

“I’m excited to be here,”
said Pierre. “I know about
the program’s rich tradi-
tion, and what the people
around the city and the
country think of the pro-
gram. The program has
always been special to the
Memphis fans, and that
electricity is why we can
do something special at
this University. My rela-
tionship with Coach
Smith, and knowing the
type of coach and person
that he is, is what drew me
to the school.”

Semifinalists for the
Maxwell Award will be
announced Oct. 30, while
the three finalists for the
award will be unveiled
Nov. 20. The winner of the
2017 Maxwell Award will
be announced as part of
the Home Depot College
Football Awards Show
held on Dec. 7
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MEMPHIS, TN – Memphis
Grizzlies General Manager
Chris Wallace recently
announced that the team signed
guard Tyreke Evans. Per team
policy, terms of the deal are not
disclosed.

“We are excited for Tyreke
Evans to return to the city of
Memphis and FedExForum,
where he enjoyed so much suc-
cess as a member of the
Memphis Tigers,” Wallace said.
“Tyreke has proven his talent
throughout his NBA career as
both a scorer and playmaker,
and we are pleased to add a play-
er of his versatility to the
Grizzlies.”
Evans (6-6, 220) has appeared

in 473 games (376 starts) and
averaged 16.1 points, 4.8
rebounds, 5.1 assists and 1.30
steals in 32.2 minutes over his
eight-year NBA career with the

Grizzlies sign
Tyreke Evans

“We are excited for Tyreke
Evans to return to the city
of Memphis and
FedExForum, where he
enjoyed so much success
as a member of the
Memphis Tigers,” Wallace
said. 
Sacramento Kings and New
Orleans Pelicans. He owns
career shooting percentages of
44.4 percent from the field, 29.5
percent from three-point range
and 75.7 percent from the free
throw line.
The 27-year-old was named the

2009-10 NBA Rookie of the
Year after averaging 20.1 points,
5.3 rebounds, 5.8 assists and
1.51 steals in 37.2 minutes for
the Kings in his first profession-
al season. He is one of just 11
NBA players to amass at least
7,000 points, 2,000 rebounds,
2,000 assists and 600 steals
since he joined the league.
A native of Chester, Pa., Evans

was selected with the fourth
overall pick of the 2009 NBA
Draft after his freshman season
at the University of Memphis,
where he was named the
National Freshman of the Year
by the United States Basketball
Writers Association and aver-
aged 17.1 points, 5.4 rebounds,
3.9 assists and 2.08 steals in 29.0
minutes in 37 games (34 starts)
for the Tigers.

Fans who want to support the
Memphis Grizzlies and purchase
2017/18 Season Tickets can do
so by calling (901) 888-HOOP
or going online to grizzlies.com.
For more information on the
Grizzlies, visit grizzlies.com on
Facebook 


