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Fishing
schedule

from 
thefishingwire.com
Got an event? Send it to

frank@thefishingwire.com.
www.amff.org

Sept. 30 - Oct. 1: IFBBA
Tournament at Lake of the
Ozarks out of Runaway II
Resort, entry $400 per team;
www.ifbba.com. 

Oct. 14 - Oct. 15: California
B.A.S.S. Nation State Team
Qualifier #4, Lake Nacimiento,
Paso Robles, CA,
www.calbn.com

Nov. 17 - Nov. 19: Reel Animals
Outdoor Expo and Boat Show,
Florida State Fairgrounds,
Tampa; www.reelanimalsboat-
show.com.
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Coach Mike Norvell

On the Record with Coach Norvell: 
Analysis on UofM upset victory over UCLA
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Editor’s Note: See below the
transcript of UofM head coach
Mike Norvell’s  press confer-
ence held on Saturday,
September 16 following the
upset victory over UCLA at
the Liberty Bowl Memorial
Stadium. Also, participating in
the press conference were:
UCLA coach Jim Mora, Riley
Ferguson, Joey Magnifico, and
Anthony Miller.  

***
Memphis Head 

Coach Mike Norvell’s
Opening Statement

All right, 2-0. That was an
exceptional game. I’m really,
really proud of our players, our
coaches, and this city. We talked
all week that this game was
going to be a showcase game. I
think Memphis showed well
today. Not just with our football
team, but also with our commu-
nity and the support, the excite-
ment, every aspect of what we
are trying to do, the heart that
our kids showed. We didn’t play
a perfect game.
There were mistakes that were

made against a really good foot-
ball team. Our guys continued to
push and continued to battle. I’m
just so proud, top to bottom,
every person that is associated
with our program on what we
were able to accomplish today.
Nothing changes. We talked
about it at the beginning of the
week. One week does not define
the season. Are we excited that
we won this one?
You’re damn right we are, but it
definitely gave an opportunity to
show where our program is
going, how much we believe in
the young men that are here and
then continuing to grow to the
next level. We are very excited
about today and I’m just so very
proud of everyone here in
Memphis and especially our
players and the coaches that we
have.

Was a shootout what you
expected?
I didn’t know, to be honest with

you. I knew we were going
against an extremely high-pow-
ered offense. One with a top
quarterback in college football
that will probably be a top 10
pick whenever he elects to go to
the next level. I knew that we
were going to have to be effi-
cient. I was really proud of the
offense.
Watching the first drive and hit-
ting a big run, that was key,
going down and getting points
on the board early. We stalled
out a bit in the second quarter
and then guys just responded. I
thought that Anthony and Riley
did a phenomenal job. Really
everyone, I can’t single out any-

one. I thought the O-Line pro-
tected really well for the better
half of the game. We were able
to hit some runs because we
knew we wanted to be balanced.
To look at it and see that we
played 76 snaps on offense, 91
on defense, that was a grind
against a Pac 12 opponent and
one that’s ranked top 25 in the
country.

Talk about the defense not
allowing a point in the final 12
minutes

It was absolutely huge. They
did a phenomenal job of coming
out and responding, the defen-
sive effort.

Then to finish a game like that.
I like how we’ve been playing
offensively and we went for the
fake. They did a good job
defending it and the defense just
rose to the challenge. They came
over to me and said, ‘Coach, we
got you’, and they did. I’m just
so proud of our players. Great
job of the staff.

Talk about the Tiger Walk
Well I’ll tell you what. That was
pretty remarkable. As we were
walking through, the goose-
bumps were going all the way
down my back. I told our coach-
es, if that Tiger Walk is indica-
tive of what it’s going to be like
today, then hold on boys. Both
of them showed up. I’m really
proud of our city. This was as
much on us as a community as it
was on just the football.
Memphis football is continuing
to progress and the support with-
in this University and the com-
munity that surrounds us, we all
take ownership in this and I
really appreciate the community
and the atmosphere they created
today.

Seems like Anthony seems to
rise in these big games. What
is it about his demeanor?
He’s made in Memphis. That

dude is special. From where he’s
come from. He was walk-on.
When he has the opportunity to
go show what he can do, he’s

going to rise up. He’s one of my
favorite players I’ve ever been
around. What people see today,
they get excited about. You see
him make a play. You don’t
watch him out there on Tuesday
at practice. The way he attacks
every rep is incredible. Do we
have some confidence when the
game is on the line to go to that
guy? No question. We love what
he does.
That’s the heart of this football.

Like I told the guys this morn-
ing, they’ve been given nothing.
They have to earn everything
they’ve ever gotten. That’s what
today’s about. It’s about going
out there when you are given
that opportunity and you go
make a play. That’s why I love
this group. They understand.
They want it to be hard. We have
no doubt in our mind that it was
going to take every second of
this game to be victorious.

How do you prepare for next
week?
Next week we want to be better

than we’ve ever been. Our goal
as a program is that every day
we are going to be our personal
best. If you come out to practice,
you’re going to see how we are
going to work. That hasn’t
changed at any point. We are
going to try and be better tomor-
row than we were today. The
next day we are going to do the
same thing. That’s what makes
this group special.

Additional quotes from Coach
Norvell
I told the guys one game does

not define a season, but one
game can be remembered. This
game will be remembered. This
game will be on our walls. This
game is one that these kids will
always be able to say, ‘UCLA
came into the Liberty Bowls,
and we got the job done.’ The
something that makes me proud
as a coach. I didn’t have one
play today, but I take pride in

seeing those kids in there, and
the way they work, and what
they put into it. And to see them
have that success, it’s special.

Riley Ferguson’s
Opening statement

This is unbelievable. It kind of
reminds me of the Houston
game last year, just the atmos-
phere and the fans. We worked
for this and we knew we were
going to have an opportunity as
long as we did what we needed
to do and didn’t shoot ourselves
in the foot. I think we did that.
There were times that we did
(shoot ourselves in the foot)
throughout the game but we
came over and talked about it
and we overcame those.

What’s it like playing in a
shootout like this?
We have to know what we are

capable of and not worry about
what the other team is doing. We
have to go out and try to score
every time we are on the field,
regardless of if the other team
goes down and scores or punts
us the ball. We are trying to go
down and score every single
drive. Nothing really changes
for us, we just know that our
defense is always give their best
shot. We believe in our defense
and know that they are going to
get stops for us. As an offense
and a quarterback I have to
make sure everyone is locked
into the game and not worried
about what the score is or if the
other team is scoring.
It doesn’t matter because we
have to score every drive.

After the first game in the
rain and second game
postponed, how did you 

approach this game?
I kind of looked at like the first
home-opening game because the
first game was in a tropical
storm. I knew it was going to be
a nice day, I knew the fans were

going to be here and it was
going to be a full house. I just
looked at it as a first game and
tried to go out and show every-
one what I could do.

One-on-one matchups for
Anthony Miller

We knew what their game plan
was and the types of defenses
that they like to play. We kind of
messed with our formations and
got Anthony (Miller) into one-
on-one situations. There were
times they even tried to double
team him but he is so good that
if you throw him the ball he’s
going to go make a play.
That’s why I love having him
one-on-one with any DB in the
country.

On the Tigers’ big-play ability
If a big play happens, everybody
is going to get excited no matter
who it is. A lot of people know
that we have good chemistry and

Riley
Ferguson

named
American
Offensive
Player of 
the Week

MEMPHIS, TN. – The
University of Memphis men’s
and women’s basketball pro-
grams will host Memphis
Madness Presented by Ashley
Homestore on October 12 at
FedExForum.

The event, which will begin at
7 p.m., will feature entertainers
iHeartMemphis and Gabrielle
Nicole. Doors open at 6 p.m.
with the student-athletes from
the men’s and women’s team
being available for autographs
until the beginning of the event.

The entertaining evening will
feature a dunk contest, a three-
point shooting team contest, and
scrimmage. There will also be
performances by the Mighty
Sound of the South and the
nationally-acclaimed University
of Memphis cheer and pom

Miller Earns Spot on 
Weekly Honor Roll

MEMPHIS – Senior quarter-
back Riley Ferguson (Matthews,
N.C./Butler HS/Coffeyville CC)
earned his fourth American
Athletic Conference Offensive
Player of the Week award
Monday. One of his favorite tar-
gets in the win over UCLA was
senior wide receiver Anthony
Miller, who was named to the
league’s weekly honor roll for
his nine-catch, 185-yard and two
touchdown effort in the win.
Ferguson, who was also named

the Walter Camp Award
Offensive Player of the Week
Sunday, went 23-of-38 for 398
yards and six touchdowns in a
48-45 win over #25 ranked
UCLA on a nationally-broadcast
ABC game Saturday. The 398-
yard game was his eighth 300-
yard passing outing of his 15-
game-old Memphis career and

I didn’t know, to be honest
with you. I knew we were
going against an extremely
high-powered offense. One
with a top quarterback in
college football that will
probably be a top 10 pick
whenever he elects to go to
the next level. I knew that we
were going to have to be effi-
cient. I was really proud of
the offense.

Please see sports page 3

Please see sports page 4

Tickets now on sale
for Memphis Madness
Presented by Ashley
Homestore on Oct.12

squads.
Tickets, which will be $5, will

go on sale Thursday morning,
and can be purchased at the
Memphis ticket office by calling
901-678-2331, or online at
gotigersgotix.com.
The men’s basketball program

has the top recruiting class in the
American Athletic Conference,
including two junior college
First Team All-Americans in
Kareem Brewton and Kyvon
Davenport.
The women’s basketball team

returns two all-conference play-
ers in Cheyenne Creighton and
Brea Elmore and look forward
to the return of Ashia Jones, a
UT Martin transfer, who was the
nation’s fourth leading scorer in
the 2014-15 season.


