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Editor’s Note: Below are high-
lights from UofM Football
Head Coach Mike Norvell’s
press conference held on
Monday, Nov. 20.

***

Coach Mike Norvell’s  
Opening Statement…

Saturday was a special day. It
was a day of celebration, I’m so
proud of our football team, the
work that went into accomplish-
ing one of the goals we set at the
beginning of the year to try to
achieve. To be able to see the
smiles, to hear the crowd, for
everyone to be a part of it, it was
a great day, not only for our pro-
gram, but for the entire city of
Memphis. I’m honored to be
able to lead this team, with all
the work they’ve put into it, but
like we talked about immediate-
ly after the game, our journey is
not done. That was not the ulti-
mate goal that we set out to try
to accomplish, but it was defi-
nitely a critical step along our
journey. I’m glad we were able
to get that done. Moving for-
ward to this week, we have
another explosive opponent
that’s going to come into the
Liberty Bowl on Senior Day,
and it provides our football team
with an opportunity to attempt to
get our 10th win. That’s a big
milestone for our program. We
also have the opportunity to go
undefeated at the Liberty Bowl
this year, which is something
that’s big. But it’s also a day to
celebrate the seniors. This is the
winningest senior class in
Memphis Tigers history, and
they love playing at home, they
love being able to represent this
great community, and they’re
looking forward to the one more
guaranteed opportunity that we
have here in front of us. Just like
every week, our message has not

MEMPHIS, TN– Head coach
Natalie Poole and the University
of Memphis softball team
announced its 2018 spring
schedule Thursday. The Tigers
have three home tournaments
slated during the month of
March as well as three addition-
al tournaments, seven confer-
ence series, a home-and-home
with Mississippi State and single
games against Tennessee and
Ole Miss.

“Our schedule both in and out
of conference is tough enough to
set us up for the post season as
long as we do our job winning,”
said Poole. “We are home again
quite a bit this season, which is
great for our team as we com-
pete well on our home field. We
are hosting three tournaments
again and feel that helps our ath-
letes when balancing their aca-
demic schedules with competi-
tion demands. We are excited
about the spring and will be anx-
iously waiting that first practice
day as a team in January.”

The season begins on Feb. 9 in
Fort Myers, Fla. in the Florida
Gulf Coast Tournament. Four

school history. They will now
play Central Florida, the East
Division champs for the AAC
championship in 2 weeks. If the
Tigers win that game, another
first and more history will be
made.
There is still more history from

Saturday though. Anthony
Miller became the Tigers' all
time leading pass receiver in
both yards and receptions during

changed, we’ve got to continue
to progress. We know that we’ve
earned one more game, one
more opportunity, but for us to
accomplish all of the things that
we need to do, we have to get
better today. We’ve got to con-
tinue to progress and prepare at
the highest level here this week,
and we’ve got to come out and
play our best game Saturday.

Were you actually celebrating
on Saturday, or were you
watching ECU film?
It actually worked out pretty
well, we had a couple of young
men in on official visits, so we
were working on a little recruit-
ing that night, and after the
experience on Saturday after-
noon, it made recruiting a whole
lot better. We were working
there, and then we got started
first thing Sunday morning get-
ting ready for East Carolina.

Given the different distrac-
tions this team has been able
to ignore, does it make you
more confident that they’ll be
focused on this championship
game?

Well, the message never
changes. The reason we’ve been
able to achieve success through-
out this season is because each
day we’ve focused in on trying

to progress as a program. We
talked about it midway through
the season, you always see
teams go one of two directions.
Either they grow complacent
with where they are, and they
end with disappointment, or you
see teams that are passionate
about getting better daily, put-
ting their best foot forward, and
you see those teams elevating
their game as the season goes
on. And that’s what I’ve seen
from our team. So I think the
adversity that has shown up
throughout this year, we always
talk about learning from the
experience, good, bad or indif-
ferent. You have to be better
from every experience that
you’ve seen, so like I’ve said,
this week, the message hasn’t
changed. We know what it takes
to be successful, and we’ve got
to prepare at a high level to be
able to do that.

Are you suddenly a USF fan?
At the end of the day, it’s some-
thing that we can’t control. The
only thing we can control this
week is our performance, what
we do come Saturday at 11
o’clock. We know that whoever
the opponent is, is going to be
championship caliber. We
played Central Florida this year,
last year we obviously played
South Florida, we know that
these are two really good foot-
ball teams. But to be honest with
you, our focus can’t be anything
beyond this week. Come
Saturday, if we can make
enough plays to be successful, as
soon as that game is over, all of
our attention will be on our next
opponent.

A lot of the seniors were here
before you were, what’s your
relationship with those guys?

Those relationships mean
everything. From the day I got

here, I asked them for an oppor-
tunity to prove that I was trust-
worthy to this team. And those
guys, they’ve experienced a
great deal of change throughout
their career, and they’ve seen
what it’s like to be successful.
They’ve seen what it’s like to
have to respond to adversity.
From day one, they have been
my guys. Those relationships
will be able to last a lifetime,
and those experiences will last a
lifetime. To see the progressions
they’ve had throughout their
careers, the way they’ve accept-
ed the newcomers, we’ve had 35
freshmen that have played in our
first two years here. You look at
some of the junior college guys,
some of the guys that have
moved on from here. But the
people that are here, they’ve
grown to be a cohesive unit, to
really have one vision and one
track. It’s been special.

What does it say about the
character of this team that
they’ve kept progressing, and
not gotten complacent?
They understand and truly care
about the importance of each
person on this team. They love
each other, they love the thought
of being successful. They know
the challenges that arise on that
track. It’s all about your
response. We’ve seen some
great success, we’ve seen adver-
sity, we’ve faced high expecta-
tions. I remember the very first
luncheon we had, the number
one question I had, how are you
going to handle the high expec-
tations, people talking about our
program. We have never shied
away from the compliment that
is, but that has been throughout
this season, and we know you
have to go prove it out there on
the field. Our guys know that
this is an action based program.
We don’t look to talk about what
we want to accomplish in the

future, we want to go show it
with our actions. For nine times
this year, we’ve been able to do
that at a high level. There has
been a bump in the road where
we weren’t able to get it done.
That defines your character and
who you are, how you respond
to every situation, how you
respond to people telling you
how good you are, the successes
that you’ve had. And then how
do you respond to the adversity
you’ve faced. This is a special
team, with a special heart. They
love each other, they’ve got a
coaching staff that loves them,
and it’s a lot of fun to go to work
with them. 

Memphis has never been
undefeated at home since the
Liberty Bowl has been built.
Talk about the home field
advantage you get there?
The Liberty Bowl is a special
place. It is a landmark in this
city, and I can tell you, our guys
know the importance of what it
represents for this community in
that stadium. So to be able to go
and accomplish that goal that we
set out to at the beginning of this
year, we want to defend our
home turf. And to be able to
come into our last home game,
to try to accomplish that goal,
that’s something that we take a
great deal of pride in. We’re
looking forward to having a
great crowd, I think the early
forecast is one that’s going to be
great weather, we’ve got a holi-
day weekend, this is definitely a
time to support our community,
support our team. And this team,
whether they’re a senior or a
freshman, they all support this
community, and in this universi-
ty. We know that we represent
something much bigger than
ourselves, so I look forward to
seeing a great crowd come
Saturday at 11.

History is made in Tigers’
win over SMU ... from sports page 1

the game. The win also marked
the first time since playing in the
Liberty Bowl Stadium that team
has gone undefeated at home. 

A win in the Championship
game could put the Tigers in line
for a New Year’s Day Bowl
which would make even more
history as it has never happened
before either. Saturday may have
been only the first chapter in the
Tigers' new history book.

Softball announces 2018 spring schedule

games are slated for Memphis in
Georgetown, Ball State, Long
Island, and ACC opponents N.C.
State. Memphis then has two
tournaments in the state of
Louisiana the following two
weekends with competition
against two NCAA Tournament
teams in Minnesota and
Louisiana.

On March 2-4, Memphis will
welcome IPFW, Bradley, UL
Monroe, and UMKC in the first
home tournament of the year.
The second tournament on
March 9-11 sees the Tigers play-
ing host to Mississippi Valley,
Bowling Green, Butler, and
Indiana State.

To break up the home tourna-
ments, Memphis will travel to
Starkville, Miss. on March 14 to
take on Mississippi State in the
first game of the home-and-
home with the Bulldogs.
Mississippi State is another
NCAA Tournament team on
Memphis’ schedule. The final
home tournament on March 16-
18 welcomes Tennessee Tech,
Southeast Missouri, South
Dakota and SIU-Edwardsville.

The home game against
Mississippi State is scheduled
for April 17 at the Tigers
Softball Complex.
After traveling to Oxford, Miss.

and Martin, Tenn. last season,
the Tigers will host Ole Miss on
March 20 and UT Martin on

March 21.
Conference play for Memphis

begins on March 23 with a
three-game series on the road at
American newcomer Wichita
State. In addition to the
Shockers, Memphis will travel
to East Carolina, UCF, and
Houston while hosting USF,
UConn, and Tulsa this season.

“Wichita State has a great rep-
utation in softball,” added Poole.
“In most recent years, they’ve
done really well. It’s just going
to continue to make our confer-
ence better and better. I’m excit-
ed about that new addition.”

On April 11, Memphis will
travel to Columbia, Tenn. to take
on Tennessee in a neutral site
non-conference game to break

up conference play. Additional
home non-conference games for
Memphis this season include
Alcorn State on March 27,
Belmont on April 4, and Murray
State on April 18.

The season will culminate with
the American Athletic
Conference Tournament hosted
by USF on May 10-12. All eight
teams qualify for the conference
tournament.

For more information on the
Memphis softball team, follow
the team on Twitter
(@MemphisSoftball) and
Facebook (@MemphisSoftball).

“Our schedule both in and
out of conference is tough
enough to set us up for the
post season as long as we do
our job winning,” said
Poole. “We are home again
quite a bit this season, which
is great for our team as we
compete well on our home
field...” 
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