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Jan. 31 - Feb. 2: International
Marina & Boatyard (IMBC)
Conference, New Orleans;
www.imbc@marinaassocia-
tion.com. 

Feb. 3 - Feb. 11: 2018 Great
American Outdoor Show.
Pennsylvania Farm Show
Complex, Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania. www.greatameri-
canoutdoorshow.org 
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24 HOURS A DAY, 
7 DAYS A WEEK,
WE ARE HERE.

We’re here to help you through every step of your cancer experience.
Visit www.cancer.org or call 1-800-227-2345 anytime, day or night.

The American Cancer Society can help you with everyday needs
like transportation and lodging during treatment.

2018 is nearing... to advertise in The Mid-South Tribune 
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Email sports news to MSTsports@prodigy.net

By Marianne Clyde

At first glance the answer might
seem simple. But as we look
deeper into the issue, we can see
that it is both: good and

Memphis Grizzlies announce ‘Grizz
Gaming’ ... from sports page 2
Gaming’ GG ligature combines
the ‘Grit and Grind’ ethos of the
Grizzlies NBA franchise with a
tacit nod to a traditional gaming
sign-off, ‘Good Game’. The bear
claw updates the Grizzlies’ sec-
ondary logo, elevating it to pri-
mary logo status, with each of
the five claws representing the
five players on the team. 

The official colors invoke a
more simplified version of the
Grizzlies’ color scheme, boldly
relying on the Grizzlies’ fan
favorite Beale Street and
Midnight Blues. The secondary
logo, Grizz + Grind, incorpo-
rates the Grizzlies’ iconic inline
type, but utilizing a “+” instead
of the usual ampersand that
visually identifies with gaming
controllers.

“As someone who has vora-
ciously consumed both basket-
ball and video games for my
entire life, being the General
Manager of Grizz Gaming is in
many ways the culmination of
my life’s work,” said Grizz
Gaming General Manager Lang
Whitaker. “I’m looking forward
to grinding non-stop as Grizz
Gaming prepares to take part in
the inaugural season of the NBA
2K League, where we will grit
and grind and do our best to rep-
resent Memphis and the passion-
ate fans of esports. I always told
my Mom that playing video
games would one day pay off.
Today is that day.”

Can current sexual
harassment debate
be a good thing or
a bad thing for all?

M i n n e a p o l i s - b a s e d
SportsEngine Inc., a division of
Comcast NBCUniversal's NBC
Sports Group and the leading
youth sports technology
provider, will serve as a home
base for the competing compa-
nies during the week prior to the
1st and Future competition.
Together, NBC Sports Ventures,
Comcast NBCUniversal LIFT
Labs for entrepreneurs and
SportsEngine will administer the
1st and Future competition.
For more information on the
submission process, selection
criteria and official rules, visit
https://www.sportsengine.com/1
st-and-future. The deadline to
submit applications is January 5,
2018.
"As the U.S. television home of

Super Bowl LII, we're excited to
partner with NFL and Mayo
Clinic to support entrepreneurial
efforts towards breakthroughs in
athlete safety and performance,"
said ROB SIMMELKJAER,
SVP, NBC Sports Ventures. 

"As an organization that has
been at the leading edge of med-
ical innovation, we are excited
to team with NFL and Comcast
NBCUniversal to celebrate cre-
ativity and support new ideas
that will transform athlete health
and safety," said CLARK
OTLEY, M.D., medical director
of the Department of Business
Development at Mayo Clinic.
Contestants will compete in the
following three categories:
Advancements in Protective
Equipment: Developments in
football helmet technology
designed to better protect ath-
letes. 
Technology to Improve
Athletic Performance: New
innovations that leverage the use
of data or immersive technology
designed to advance athlete
health and performance.
New Therapies to Speed
Recovery: New technologies
designed to improve care and
accelerate recovery.

About the NFL's Health and
Safety Initiatives

The NFL is committed to
advancing progress in the diag-
nosis, prevention and treatment

of sports-related injuries. As part
of the NFL's ongoing health and
safety efforts, in September
2016, Commissioner Goodell
launched Play Smart. Play
Safe.—a league-wide health and
safety initiative. At the heart of
the initiative is a pledge of $100
million in support for independ-
ent medical research and engi-
neering advancements and a
commitment to look at anything
and everything to protect our
players and make our game
safer, including enhancements to
medical protocols and improve-
ments to how our game is taught
and played. For more informa-
tion about the NFL's health and
safety efforts, please visit
www.PlaySmartPlaySafe.com.

About Comcast Corporation
Comcast Corporation (Nasdaq:
CMCSA) is a global media and
technology company with two
primary businesses, Comcast
Cable and NBCUniversal.
Comcast Cable is one of the
nation's largest video, high-
speed Internet and phone
providers to residential cus-
tomers under the XFINITY
brand and also provides these
services to businesses.
NBCUniversal operates news,
entertainment and sports cable
networks, the NBC and
Telemundo broadcast networks,
television production opera-
tions, television station groups,
Universal Pictures and
Universal Parks and Resorts.
V i s i t
www.comcastcorporation.com

NFL, NBC and Mayo invite entrepreneurs
to compete in ‘1st and Future’ start-up
from sports page 1

“The Memphis Grizzlies organ-
ization is thrilled for Grizz
Gaming to be one of the found-
ing teams of the NBA 2K
League,” said Memphis
Grizzlies President of Business
Operations, Jason Wexler.
“Grizz Gaming provides the
Memphis Grizzlies organization
and our partners with a new
avenue to engage with a pas-
sionate and dedicated fan base
through an esports team that
reflects our culture and identity.
We look forward to competing
with the other 16 NBA 2K
League teams who will be join-
ing us in the inaugural season
and embrace the opportunity to
add our distinct voice and per-
spective to the growing esports
community.”

Fans can visit the newly
launched microsite, grizzgam-

bad…and neither.
One problem that becomes

apparent as issues such as these
arise, is that most people jump
on the bandwagon of one opin-
ion or the other. Most people just
want it to go away. Most people,
perhaps, don’t want to believe
that a society, as progressive and
compassionate as ours, holds
such dirty little secrets. And it’s
bothersome to have those ugly
revelations keep popping up
from unexpected corners and
then bleeding through an entire
business entity, or organization
that we may have grown to trust,
at least to some extent, such as
the movie industry, or the politi-
cal system or your place of busi-
ness. We discover that people
that we considered friends, col-
leagues, icons, heroes turn out to
be human, emphasizing the dark
side of our humanity.

We begin to doubt our own
judgment. People that we
admired get unceremoniously
knocked off their pedestals.
Then, when they are down, they
get kicked and accusers pile on.
It raises questions in our own
minds like, “What’s wrong with
me that I didn’t see it coming?”
“How can I hate what he or she
has been accused of and still
admire him/her?” We find our-
selves in a dilemma. We try to
hold conflicting thoughts in our
minds and discover that it is a
difficult thing to do, causing us
to feel chaotic and unstable. Is
that a good thing or a bad thing?
Again, maybe it’s both…or nei-
ther.
F. Scott Fitzgerald is known to

have said, “The test of a first-
rate intelligence is the ability to
hold two opposed ideas in the
mind at the same time, and still

Please see sports page 3

ing.com, for all news, updates
and happenings regarding the
team. Additionally, fans can fol-
low @grizzgaming on Twitter
and Instagram, as well as
GrizzliesGaming on Facebook
and Snapchat to follow along
with the team’s inaugural sea-
son.

The NBA 2K League will
become a part of the constantly
growing esports community. By
2020, the industry is expected to
grow to $1.5 billion worldwide
while the audience is expected
to reach 385 million in 2017. 
The league’s inaugural season

will take place in 2018, begin-
ning with a league qualifier tak-
ing place from Jan. 1-31, 2018,
that will determine players for
tryouts in February. The qualifi-
er will encompass the entire
month of January and all
prospective players who win 50
games in NBA 2K18’s Pro-Am
mode and complete an online
application by January 31 can
receive an invitation to the next
round of tryouts in February.
The qualifier is available to any-
one in the world who has a copy
of NBA 2K18 on Xbox One or
PS4 and is 18-or-older. Tryouts
will be followed by a draft in
March and the league will offi-
cially begin play in May. 
“The reveal of our team names

and logos is an exciting mile-
stone as we move toward the

Opinion

retain the ability to function.”
This kind of strenuous thinking
is something that is sorely lack-
ing in our society. We try hard to
make things go away by taking
sides and shouting down the
opposition, shaming anyone
who disagrees; and if it doesn’t
work, we shout louder until the
opposition backs down. While
this may chase such unsavory
issues such as sexual harassment
and abuse under the rug, it does
nothing to solve the problem.
The way to begin to find a solu-
tion is to learn to accept that as
humans, we all (yes, all) have a
tendency to explore the dark
side of our humanity from time
to time. Every human being is a
mixed bag of lovely and not so
lovely imperfections. We need
to embrace this and stop being
afraid of it. Fear leads to mob-
type thinking and behaviors,
which only increases the chaos.
We need to fearlessly see that
some of what we didn’t see
before, or didn’t want to see, is
becoming apparent.  Is that good
or bad? Again: both and neither.

Hurtful issues are being
exposed. Good that they are no
longer hidden; bad because they
are painful and ugly.  Good
because those that have been
taken advantage of are finally
feeling empowered; bad because
families and organizations are
being broken apart. Good

The official colors invoke
a more simplified version
of the Grizzlies’ color
scheme, boldly relying on
the Grizzlies’ fan favorite
Beale Street and Midnight
Blues. The secondary
logo, Grizz + Grind,
incorporates the Grizzlies’
iconic inline type, but uti-
lizing a “+” instead of the
usual ampersand that
visually identifies with
gaming controllers.

Please see sports page 3

for more information.

About SportsEngine
Helping the world play smarter
and live more, SportsEngine,
Inc., an NBC Sports Group com-
pany, is the leading provider of
Sport Life Management mobile
applications for coaches, par-
ents, and athletes and Sports
Relationship Management tools
for governing bodies, leagues,
clubs, associations and events.
SportsEngine, Inc. powers over
750,000 teams, leagues, and
clubs, helping them manage,
connect, and communicate with
a diverse range of stakeholders,
including athletes, parents,
administrators, coaches, refer-
ees, scouts, volunteers, fans,
journalists, and sponsors.
Founded in 2008, SportsEngine,
Inc. is based in Minneapolis,
MN. For more information,
v i s i t
www.sportsengine.com/solu-
tions; like the company on
Facebook at
Facebook.com/sportsengine; or
follow SportsEngine on Twitter
at @sportsengine.

"As an organization that
has been at the leading
edge of medical innova-
tion, we are excited to
team with NFL and
Comcast NBCUniversal to
celebrate creativity and
support new ideas that will
transform athlete health
and safety," said CLARK
OTLEY, M.D., medical
director of the Department
of Business Development
at Mayo Clinic.

Human nature abhors chaos
and uncertainty. We try hard
to shut it down. We fear the
dark side of others and our-
selves. We try hard to disown
it. But shutting it down and
disowning what causes us
pain, won’t solve the prob-
lem. We need to embrace our
current crisis for what it is,
not getting stuck in a label of
good and bad, but rather
determining together the
direction in which we want to
go and develop a plan.
because perpetrators are being
brought to justice; bad because
the issue is being used as a
weapon to promote personal
vendettas or exploit people for
political gain. People are being
tried in the court of public opin-
ion without proof. Some of the
accused are denying the accusa-
tions, while others admit to fail-
ings before they even get
accused. Long existing dysfunc-
tion that has been lying dormant
is being stirred up, causing
chaotic and muddy waters.
Good thing? Bad thing? Again:
both and neither. It is simply the
nature of change to cause dis-


