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Watch for the 2017
Black History Month Special Edition

of 
The Mid-South Tribune 

and the 
Black Information Highway

Featuring the history of the Buffalo
Soldier, Col. Charles Young, and
other historical figures that made

Black History and American History

To advertise in this edition, email to
MSTbusiness@prodigy.net

Let the Honda Battle of the
Bands begin!...from sports page 1
to giving the fans a great show."
"NE-YO is a great addition to

the HBOB lineup," said
Alexandra Warnier, Manager,
Corporate Social Responsibility
for Honda. "We're excited to
welcome him to the HBOB
stage and know the audience
will be thrilled by NE-YO's spe-
cial performance."

The 2017 HBOB lineup fea-
tures Alabama A&M
University, Alabama State
University, Alcorn State
University, Benedict College,
Bethune-Cookman University,
North Carolina A&T State
University, Texas Southern
University and Winston-Salem
State University.

The Final 8 bands were select-
ed through a process that includ-
ed online fan voting, as well as
feedback from band directors,
HBCU school presidents and
Honda representatives. Each of
the eight HBCUs will receive a
$20,000 grant from Honda in
support of their music education
programs.

Fans can follow each band's
journey on the official Honda

Battle of the Bands social media
channels and join the conversa-
tion using #HBOB.
F a c e b o o k
Facebook.com/HondaBattleofth
eBands or on
Twitter @The_Honda  or on
Twitter.com/The_Honda
Instagram @the_honda
Instagram.com/the_honda or on
YouTube - 2016 Invitational
Showcase Highlights

Group and individual tickets to
the Invitational Showcase are
available for purchase on the
official HBOB website, starting
at only $10. For more informa-
tion on the 2017 Honda Battle of
the Bands and the HBCU Power
of Dreams Award, visit

HondaBattleoftheBands.com.

According to Honda’s state-
ment on sponsoring the 2017
Honda Battle of the Bands, it
reads: Honda seeks to be a com-
pany that society wants to exist,
creating products and technolo-
gies that improve the lives of
people while minimizing the
environmental impacts of its
products and business opera-
tions to ensure a sustainable
future. Honda also is committed
to making positive contributions
to the communities where it
does business, to socially
responsible business practices
and to the promotion of diversi-
ty in its workforce. 
From Honda's involvement in

STEM education and
Historically Black Colleges and
Universities (HBCU) to its sup-
port of pediatric brain tumor
research and volunteer efforts by
Honda associates – including
environmental clean-up activi-
ties – Honda believes in giving
back to the communities where
its associates live and work.
Learn more at csr.honda.com.

"NE-YO is a great addi-
tion to the HBOB lineup,"
said Alexandra Warnier,
Manager, Corporate
Social Responsibility for
Honda. "We're excited to
welcome him to the HBOB
stage and know the audi-
ence will be thrilled by
NE-YO's special perform-
ance.”

Grizzlies MLK Game
more than a game
from sports page 1
players Grant Hill, Lisa Leslie,
and Steve Smith with the 12th
Annual National Civil Rights
Museum Sports Legacy Award.
The Awards were given during
the Earl Lloyd Sports Legacy
Symposium which was held
prior to the game.

On the Holiday, January 16,
2017, the Grizzlies players went
on a day of service. Through a
partnership with Memphis
Union Mission, the Grizzlies
players served over 200 meals to
those in need in the Memphis
area. The team also provided

and prepared the meals!
Though they lost the ballgame,

the Grizzlies won the life game
by providing an excellent exam-
ple of what the King Holiday is
really about.

Read more columns by
William M. Larsha, Jr. on

the Sports lane on The Mid-
South Tribune and Black
Information Highway at

www.
blackinformationhighway.

com

Coach Norvell announces staff
promotions; Elevates Darrell
Dickey to offensive coordinator
MEMPHIS, TN – Memphis
coach Mike Norvell announced
a trio of staff promotions effec-
tive immediately. Darrell Dickey
will become Memphis’ offen-
sive coordinator, Kenny
Dillingham will be elevated to a
full-time assistant coach posi-
tion as the quarterbacks and
tight ends coach and Ryan
Silverfield will add Tigers’ run
game coordinator to his duties.

“The interest generated by our
opening was remarkable,”
Norvell said. “But after the
process of visiting with a num-
ber of coaches and coordinators
from a variety of schools and
just about every conference
across college football, I feel the
best option to continue our high
standard of offensive success is
to promote from within our staff.
Our players have done a great
job in adjusting to the offensive
system we brought here this past
season, and I believe next sea-
son, we have a chance to build
off what we did as a unit.  With
these changes, as well as Coach
(wide receivers coach David)

Starnes joins UofM
women’s soccer team
MEMPHIS, TN – Rebecca
Starnes, a junior defender from
Arlington, Tenn., has joined the
University of Memphis
women’s soccer program after
two seasons at UT Martin,
Memphis head coach Brooks
Monaghan announced Tuesday.
“It is always nice to add a play-

er with college experience to
your roster. Rebecca has played
a lot of minutes in a vital role in
her two years at UT Martin,”
Monaghan said. “She played a
couple of different positions at
UT Martin but we see her pro-
viding depth to our backline. We
are hoping that she will make an
impact similar to the one she had
at UT Martin.”

Starnes was a two-year starter
and all-conference player for the
Skyhawks, featuring in all 37
career matches and starting 34.
In her UT Martin career she
played a total of 3,111 minutes
and contributed to four shutouts.

As a freshman in 2015 she
earned All-Ohio Valley
Conference first team and All-
Newcomer accolades after start-

Johnson and myself, I feel like
we will continue to have one of
the top offensive staffs in the
country.”

In 2016, the Memphis offense
ranked 15th in the country with
38.8 points per game and 14th in
passing efficiency with 304.4
yards per game. 

Dickey, who was the Tigers’
co-offensive coordinator in 2014
and 2015, spent last season as
the Associate Head Coach and

running backs coach. He helped
junior running back Doroland
Dorceus to an 810-yard, nine
touchdown rushing season and
helped develop freshmen backs
Patrick Taylor, Jr. (93 carries,
572 yards and two touchdowns),
Darrell Henderson (87 carries
for 482 yards and five touch-
downs) and Tony Pollard (31
carries for 170 yards and one
touchdown).

“Coach Dickey brings a wealth
of experience coordinating
explosive offensive units and I
believe that with the offensive
staff we have in place, the
brightest days ahead for this
Memphis Tigers’ offense.
Darrell does a tremendous job of
leading men and developing
relationships not only with play-
ers, but also with everyone asso-
ciated with our program. He has
done an outstanding job over the
last five years here in Memphis
developing a running backs
group that I believe is one of the
most dynamic in the country.”

Kenny Dillingham spent last
season as a graduate assistant

coach and oversaw the develop-
ment of the Memphis quarter-
backs, including junior college
transfer Riley Ferguson.
Ferguson ranked 11th in the
NCAA last season in total pass-
ing yards (3,698), leading the
American Athletic Conference.
He set a Memphis single season
touchdown record (32), which
also tied for 11th in the NCAA.

“Along with the move of
Coach Dickey to the OC posi-
tion, the promotion of Coach
Dillingham to QB/TE coach is
one that I believe will have a
wonderful impact on our pro-
gram,” Novell said. “Kenny and
I have worked together for the
past three seasons and I believe
he is one of the top young offen-
sive minds and teachers in the
game. He did a tremendous job
last season developing newcom-
er Riley Ferguson into one of the

ing all 19 matches and playing
nearly every minute. During the
final three regular-season

matches, Starnes and the
Skyhawk defense put together a
shutout streak of 245 minutes.

Last season Starnes played in
all 18 matches and made 15
starts as a sophomore. She
logged 1,387 total minutes and
played the full match 10 times.

Starnes is the daughter of
David and Susan Starnes. She
attended Bolton High School
and played club soccer for FC
Alliance. She was a three-time
Commercial Appeal Best of
Preps from 2012-14 and was
named the Most Valuable Player
in 2013 and 2013 while leading
her squad to District 14 runner-
up and Regional runner-up
appearances.

“It is always nice to add a
player with college experi-
ence to your roster.
Rebecca has played a lot
of minutes in a vital role in
her two years at UT
Martin,” Monaghan said.
“She played a couple of
different positions at UT
Martin but we see her pro-
viding depth to our back-
line. We are hoping that
she will make an impact
similar to the one she had
at UT Martin.”

Please see sports page 4

“Coach Dickey brings a
wealth of experience coor-
dinating explosive offen-
sive units and I believe
that with the offensive staff
we have in place, the
brightest days ahead for
this Memphis Tigers’
offense. Darrell does a
tremendous job of leading
men and developing rela-
tionships not only with
players, but also with
everyone associated with
our program...” 


