
The Mid-South Tribune Page  3 Sports January 22-29, 2016

Sports ... www.blackinformationhighway.com

 

Support University of Memphis Women Basketball... travel to
www.gotigersgo.com for sports updates. 

Delta Open Mic with
Serena Williams

Now playing on 
The

Mid-South Tribune
and the 

Black Information
Highway

www.
blackinformationhighway.

com

Welcome, Travelers!

Email sports news  from all 50 states to 

MSTsports@prodigy.net

For more information on Bishop T. D. Jakes Presents the International Pastors & Leadership Conference, detour to www. TDJakes.org

Adopt-A-Manatee®

this Valentine’s Day

1-800-432-5646 (JOIN)
savethemanatee.org

Photo © David Schrichte

Love Keeps Us 
Together

This is still no time to celebrate;
Manatees’ future far from certain
Editor’s note: Below is a guest
editorial from Katie Tripp,
Ph.D. who is the Director of
Science & Conservation of
Save the Manatee. For more
information, visit
www.savethemanatee.org.

***

By Katie Tripp, Ph.D.
Director of Science &

Conservation
Save the Manatee Club

On January 7th, the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service (Service)
announced plans to downlist all
West Indian manatees from
endangered to threatened under
the Endangered Species Act.
Given the political inconven-
iences of manatee protection in
the U.S., the move to downlist
Florida manatees was expected.
The decision to include the
whole species is surprising,
since there are about as many
manatees in the entire rest of the
range (Greater Antilles, Mexico,
Central America, and South
America) as there are in Florida,
and "population trends are
declining or unknown in 84 per-
cent of the countries where man-
atees are found," according to
the Service.  

The Service's announcement
came at an interesting time in
Florida.  In December, Florida's
human population surpassed 20
million, a seagrass die-off
affecting 40,000 acres in Florida
Bay made the news, and the
National Marine Manufacturers
Association reported that boat
sales could increase 8% in 2016,
reaching pre-recession levels.
Red tide blooms on Florida's
west coast began in the fall and
claimed manatee lives in the
final weeks of 2015 and contin-
ue in 2016. When questioned
whether the model used for the
U.S. manatee population includ-
ed record mortality events from
2010 and 2013, the Service indi-
cated that analysis was incom-
plete but they were moving for-

player Jalen Rose. On the Friday
before the game, the team held a
panel discussion called My
Brother's Keeper featuring
Haywood, current Grizzlies
player Vince Carter, and stu-
dents from the Grizzlies Prep
Academy. On Sunday, Grizzlies

Players visited the National
Civil Rights Museum. 

After that visit, Marc Gasol
said, "Yesterday we went over to
the Civil Rights Museum, and
spent about an hour and a half
there. Every time you go there
you feel inspired. You under-

ward based on available infor-
mation.  

The Service's announcement
that it believes the risks and
threats to manatees are pretty
well under control indicates that
they're satisfied with the status
quo that leaves manatees dying
of boat strikes, poisoned by red
tide exposure, and facing loss of
winter habitat.  The 12-month
finding states, "Within the
southeastern United States, the
potential loss of warm water at
power plants and natural, warm-
water springs used by wintering
manatees is identified as a sig-
nificant threat.”  

The Core Biological Model,

which weighed heavily in the
decision-making, "predicts that
it is unlikely (<2.5 percent
chance) that the southeastern
U.S. population will fall below
4,000 total individuals over the
next 100 years, assuming cur-
rent threats remain constant

indefinitely.”  But we know that
the threats won't remain con-
stant, they'll increase as more
than 60% of the manatee popu-
lation is affected by the "pend-
ing" loss of artificial warm
water.  There are no plans yet
developed to determine how to
replace lost warm-water habitat,
how to get manatees to transi-
tion to new sites, or how to min-
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imize negative impacts to the
manatee population in the
process.  
Recovery is about much more

than just species abundance.
While Service officials
acknowledged that population
numbers aren't always the best
way to approach recovery, they
seem comfortable in using them
to justify downlisting.  And what
about the pent up coastal devel-
opment that is about to burst
with the recovering economy?
The agencies are not prepared to
prevent or offset these cumula-
tive effects.  In a 2010 Service
report on warm-water habitat,
the agency stated,
“Implementation of manage-
ment decisions is very much
influenced by stakeholder values
and public perception of mana-
tee status and protection from
threats.”  How will the Service
garner the public and financial
support needed to recover mana-
tees if the public thinks the man-
atees’ future is “rosy.”  
The Service says protections for
manatees won't change with
downlisting.  That's not comfort-
ing since some big changes ARE
needed to get the manatees'
habitat secured for the future.
Unfortunately, the agencies will
be lucky if they can manage to
hang on to existing protections
in the years to come.  The Tampa
Tribune reported one manatee
foe's beliefs: "there is no longer
a need for widespread boating
restrictions" or "sanctuaries in
which vessels are prohibited..."
Another group's website states
that downlisting, "may also pre-
vent additional unnecessary reg-
ulations and reduce the need for
some existing ones..."  The latest
anti-manatee tactic is to paint
them as destroyers of the envi-
ronment, making statements
including, "If we can't do any-
thing to manage the size and
location of the herd, we are
doomed to sit back and hope the
manatee does not over pressure
the SAV (submerged aquatic
vegetation)…”  These same

“But we know that the
threats won't remain con-
stant, they'll increase as
more than 60% of the
manatee population is
affected by the ‘pending’
loss of artificial warm
water.  There are no plans
yet developed to determine
how to replace lost warm-
water habitat, how to get
manatees to transition to
new sites, or how to mini-
mize negative impacts to
the manatee population in
the process.” 

folks are trying to get legislation
sponsored in Tallahassee that
would destroy the Florida
Manatee Sanctuary Act and are
lobbying for rules to allow the
legal take (read: killing) of man-
atees.  

One Service official at their
press conference explained that
if they didn't reclassify manatees
to threatened, they would show
no progress.  That's really what
this is about.  The Endangered
Species Act has enemies and if
the agencies don't show move-
ment, they come under fire.  The
agency's Director is quoted as
saying he sees a "giant clash"
between those who favor con-
servation and those who favor
economic development, and
believes conservationists "must
accept a world with fewer
wolves, salmon, and spotted
owls" and apparently manatees.

Save the Manatee Club has
been working for almost 35
years towards a day when mana-
tees can be downlisted and ulti-
mately delisted from the
Endangered Species Act, but the
manatees' future is far from cer-
tain which means the work is far
from over.  

Dr. Tripp has been Save the
Manatee Club’s Director of
Science and Conservation since
May of 2008.  She received her
Ph.D. in Veterinary Medical
Sciences from the University of
Florida, where she conducted
research on manatee physiology.  
For more information, travel to

www.savethemanatee.org

‘It’s Not You, It’s Men’
takes on relationship
issues from male’s point

“It’s Not You, It’s Men” features
international movie star and
platinum recording artist, Tyrese
Gibson, and hip-hop icon and
reality star, Rev Run, as they
bring viewers insight on every-
thing from men and love to rela-
tionships and marriage. 

The series airs on OWN:
Oprah Winfrey Network on
Saturdays, 9 p.m. ET; 8 p.m.
CT. Check your local cable
network for channel designa-
tion.

Friends for over seven years,
Tyrese and Rev Run pride them-
selves on their wildly different
points of view. Tyrese is a bach-
elor and single father in search
of his dream woman and Rev
Run has been happily married
for more than 20 years and is a
father of six.  Their ideas and
opinions on love and commit-
ment almost always clash,
demonstrating the unique chem-
istry the longtime friends share,
resulting in passionate conversa-
tion and humorous banter.  

Episode: MEN-ogamy,
February 6

Tyrese and Rev Run explore
infidelity with a controversial
professor who says open rela-
tionships should be the norm.
Actress Tisha Campbell-Martin
shares her secrets to a lasting
marriage. Comedian LaMorne
Morris recalls how Tyrese once
stole his dream girl.

Episode: Lost in Translation,
February 13

Rev Run and Tyrese discuss
how to keep relationships strong
in the digital age. Box office
superstar Vin Diesel talks about
raising a daughter in the age of
social media. Reality star
Evelyn Lozada joins the guys
for a little reality check.

Episode: Modern Romance,
Saturday, February 20

Tyrese and Rev Run are joined
by the creator of dating app
Tinder to tackle the highs and
lows of digital dating. Celebrity
Amber Rose talks about abuse
on social media. Actress Yvette
Nicole Brown discusses her
hilarious online dating experi-
ences.

Episode: The Playbook
Exposed, Feb. 27

Tyrese and Rev Run expose
players and the games they play.
Comedienne Kym Whitley puts
a player in his place, while a
notorious former pick-up artist
gives ladies tips on how to spot
them. Actor/comedian Bill
Bellamy talks about his raucous
past.
For more information, detour to
Oprah.com

Sports Detour

Series stars Rev Run and Tyrese Gibson

Grizzlies proves victorious in MLK Game
from sports page 1

stand a lot of things. It was
Sunday so it was packed, and we
talked with a lot of people. It’s
always great."
All in all, it was a great day for
the team and for the remem-
brance of a great leader.

Watch for The Mid-South Tribune’s 21st Annual Black History Month Edition


