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By Toner Mitchell, 
Trout Unlimited

from the Fishing Wire
thefishingwire.com

I recently visited a tailwater
stream known for its capacity to
produce lots of brown trout,
some of them quite large. The
reservoir feeding this stream is
operated exclusively for down-
stream agricultural users, the re-
sult of which is that the fishery is
also renowned for its poor con-
ditions in winter, when dam re-
leases are curtailed and the
stream becomes a thin vein of
shallow puddles, trickles, and ex-
posed spawning redds. Since this
stream is in the coldest corner of
New Mexico, anchor ice is com-
mon.
I was pleased to see the latest
work of the beaver population,
knowing that their ponds would
provide winter refuge for fish.
But I was there to see the level-
ing device (beaver deceiver) in-
stalled by the New Mexico
Game and Fish department to
mitigate the legitimate though
misplaced concern of down-
stream irrigators, who felt that
the beavers were holding back
valuable water from ranches and
farms. The deceiver was working
as intended, sending water
downstream while limiting the
pond’s depth and expanse so as
not to inundate an adjacent park-
ing lot.
My next stop was a nearby fly
shop. I proudly reported my ob-
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League with 42 saves. He also
played for the Chicago Cubs,
Colorado Rockies and Atlanta
Braves.
A native of Port Huron, Michi-

gan, Motte attended Valley Cen-
tral High School in Montgomery,
New York and later attended Iona
College. Drafted as a catcher by
the Cardinals in the 2003 MLB
Draft, Motte transitioned to the
mound in 2006.
Motte has already been around

the University of Memphis base-
ball program for several years,
spending the offseason training at
FedExPark and in the Babe
Howard Training Facility.
Along with his wife, Caitlin, the
couple created the Motte Founda-
tion in 2010, raising money for
cancer research, all while provid-
ing comfort and care where there
is a need for those affected, either
directly or indirectly, by cancers
of all kinds.
Joining the Tiger family along

with Jason and Caitlin are their
children, Margaret and Sutter.
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Conservation: Beaver dam analog  mimicking
the real thing can control big trout population

I was pleased to see the
latest work of the beaver
population, knowing that
their ponds would provide
winter refuge for fish. But I
was there to see the level-
ing device (beaver de-
ceiver) installed by the
New Mexico Game and
Fish department to miti-
gate the legitimate though
misplaced concern of
downstream irrigators,
who felt that the beavers
were holding back valu-
able water from ranches
and farms.

long spring runoff, while sup-
porting and extending baseflows
with water stored in riparian
aquifers. Their deep ponds con-
centrate nutrients and macroin-
vertebrates; they provide shelter
and security for trout, especially
in winter.
Understandably, the perceived
downside of beavers comes with
the keystone package. Like
wolves, another disproportion-
ately influential animal, beavers
disrupt on a landscape scale.
They not only plug up streams,
but ditches, culverts, and bridges.
Their dams inundate yards,
fields, and pastures used by live-
stock and campers. Beavers kill
and eat prized trees. The disgrun-
tled fly shop owner hypothesized
that his favorite run-turned-
hated-beaver-pond might have
warmed too much to harbor the
trout it once did and, along with
possibly consuming too much
oxygen, accumulated silt may
have buried insect production.
For what little it’s worth, I’ve
personally witnessed few in-
stances where beavers have neg-
atively impacted trout. I don’t
doubt that it happens, certainly
not in this case, but I think such
stories should be viewed in the
broader context of watershed
health. Consider how many of
our highest quality fisheries (and
grazing pastures) were literally
made by beavers. They cleared
trees to build their dams, which
filled with trapped sediment and
forced channel migration across

servations to the proprietor, who
proceeded to give me an earful.
The stretch of stream occupied
by the beavers had always been a
money spot for his guides and
their clients. Until, that is, the
beavers took up residence. The
pond had since become a bugless
sucker hole devoid of trout, and
though he acknowledged the pos-
itive impact of the beaver im-
poundment on riparian storage
and late season flows, the shop
owner judged the local beavers
as a net detriment to the fishery.
Beavers are either good or bad,
he opined, never both.
The beaver is a keystone species,
generally defined as an organism
that exerts an outsized influence
on the function and even forma-
tion of an ecosystem. Beaver
dams capture peak flows, pro-

floodplains. Over time, flood-
plains expanded and thickened
thanks to further beaver-induced
sediment deposition. This long
process created thick, spongy
meadows, essentially grass-
skinned reservoirs feeding
streams with cooled groundwa-
ter.
In addition to logging, mining,
grazing, floodplain development,
and road building, our large scale
beaver extirpation in the late
1800s contributed greatly to wa-
tershed degradation. Without
beavers, natural and man-made
“nick points” went unrepaired,
leading to channel incision and
headcutting. By armoring and
straightening streams for flood
control, we actually intensified
flooding by concentrating flow
and increasing its cutting force.
As a result, our beaver-created
meadow reservoirs have been
drying from within for many
decades.
As climate change tightens its
unpredictable yet certain grip on
our landscapes, it falls on us, the
ultimate keystone species, to re-
store the land’s capacity to ab-
sorb disturbance while
maintaining function. To hedge
against drought, we must lift and
spread water tables and recon-
nect streams with their flood-
plains, especially in headwater
regions. Reconnected flood-
plains will also enable our
streams to de-energize high in-
tensity precipitation events, par-
ticularly important in this era of

common wildfire.
Where beavers live, we must

make them welcome, as they are
the cheapest and most efficient
means of restoring the greatest
acreage of watershed in the
shortest timeframe. They work
around the clock and accept food
as payment; no matter how hard
we try, we will never find a bet-
ter deal than that.
And where they don’t live, we
must imitate them; thanks to
conservation groups in New
Mexico, including the Truchas
Chapter of TU, imitating beavers
may soon become the hottest
trend in stream restoration. Vol-
unteer-made beaver dam analogs
(BDAs) employ natural materi-
als and are designed to pass
water, trap sediment, and raise
riparian water tables. Combined
with willow and cottonwood
plantings, which provide stream
shading and future beaver food,
BDAs create true beaver habitat
and often attract the real animals
to continue this important work.
As a wise man I know once said,
“In times of flood, prepare for
drought. In drought, prepare for
flood.” I’m not sure, but I think
this guy may have been a beaver
in a previous life.

***

Toner Mitchell is TU's New Mex-
ico Water and Habitat Program
coordinator for New Mexico. 
Read more from T.U. at
www.tu.org

Boating on  Michigan's 'Water Wonderland'
can be a great adventure for all in the family

By Casey Warner 
Michigan Department of 

Natural Resources
From the Fishing Wire.com

thefishingwire.com

In Michigan – a state with more
than 3,000 miles of Great Lakes
shoreline, more than 11,000 in-
land lakes and more than 36,000
miles of rivers and streams – you
are never farther than 6 miles
from a body of water or 85 miles
from a Great Lake.
With such an abundance of water
to enjoy, it’s no wonder Michigan
is home to 4 million boaters. The
state ranks third in the nation for
both watercraft registrations and
total expenditures for sale of new

powerboats, trailers and acces-
sories.
"Water is one of Michigan's
greatest natural resources," said
Ron Olson, chief of the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources
Parks and Recreation Division.
"We encourage residents and vis-
itors to get out and explore all of
the on-the-water opportunities
the Great Lakes State affords.
Michigan is truly a boater's para-
dise."
Making sure the state’s millions
of boaters have ample opportu-
nity to get their boats out on the
water is the focus of the DNR’s
Waterways Program.
“There are over 1,300 state-spon-
sored boating access sites
throughout Michigan and 82
state-sponsored harbors along the
Great Lakes – at a total value of
over $1 billion,” said Jordan
Byelich, DNR waterways devel-
opment program manager.
Byelich explained that funding
for public recreational boating fa-

cilities – land acquisition, de-
sign, construction, operation and
maintenance – comes from boat
registrations, the Michigan ma-
rine fuel tax and user fees.  Proj-
ects also may be funded, on
occasion, with federal dollars
through the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and U.S. Coast
Guard.
“We have a boating team made
up of planning/development,
grant management, operations
and regulatory experts,” Byelich
said. “Our 11 major maintenance
crews and two construction
crews perform various forms of
specialized boating facility con-
struction, including launch
ramps, skid piers, vault toilets,
parking lots, sidewalks and
channel dredging.”
The DNR has renovated several
boating access sites and harbors
around the state.
One example is the recently con-
structed and expanded piers for
mooring along Snail Shell Har-

bor at Fayette Historic State Park
in Delta County, which offers a
floating dock system with seven
finger piers – one that is 38 feet
long, two that are 45 feet long
and four that are 60 feet long.
“This was a great improvement
for visitors to Fayette Historic
State Park,” said Olson. “The old
dock was removed during the fall
of 2015. The new pier system is
quite beautiful.”
As part of a major reconstruction
project at East Tawas State Har-
bor in Iosco County, boaters now
can access modern amenities, im-
proved safety features and a bet-
ter connection to the local
community.
The project helps the harbor re-
spond to current trends in Great
Lakes boating. The facility now
features many enhancements, in-
cluding new piers, a greater vari-
ety of slip sizes, compliance with
the latest Americans with Dis-
abilities Act standards, new elec-
trical pedestals, as well as a new

pump-out system. 
“The harbor currently has 160
slips, with all brand-new floating
docks,” said Micah Jordan, lead
ranger/supervisor at Tawas Point
State Park and East Tawas State
Harbor. “It is maintained by an
all-new electrical system that de-
tects and reports electrical cur-
rent in the water, meeting the
new federal codes for harbors
and marinas.”
Connection to the downtown
area, which is popular with
boaters, also has been improved.
“East Tawas Harbor is unique
due to its location in Tawas and
location in the state. It’s per-
fectly located on the beautiful
shore of Tawas Bay, only a few
hours from many major towns,
and therefore it draws large
numbers of visitors each year
looking to enjoy recreation on
the water or as a transient stop
on their way north or south,” Jor-
dan said. “The harbor itself is lo-
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Muhammad
Ali’s Michigan
farm estate 
for sale 

Muhammad Ali’s pastoral
Michigan home with every
amenity to make a world cham-
pion boxer happy in his time off,
is now for sale at a very specific
price. The last two numbers rep-
resent Ali’s 37 career knockouts
- $2,895,037. The listing agent is
Tim Mitchell of Cressy &
Everett Real Estate, Dowagiac,
Michigan. Visit TopTen-
RealEstateDeals.com for more
historic, spectacular and
celebrity homes and real estate
news
In 1975, almost ten years before
Muhammad Ali was diagnosed
with Parkinson’s disease, he
bought an 81-acre property in
Berrien Springs, Michigan, insu-
lated from city noise and crowds
by the St. James River which
surrounds the lush green fields.
It was where he spent his sum-
mers and a portion of his retire-
ment years until his Parkinson’s
became more advanced. Accord-
ing to boxing experts, Ali was on
the wrong end of over 200,000
punches during his career, con-
tributing to the Parkinson’s. In
2006, he and his wife Lonnie,
moved to Arizona. He suc-
cumbed to the disease in 2016
and his widow is now selling the
St. James River property.
Muhammad Ali's farm in south-
western Michigan, near Indiana,
was the place where he and his
family could relax away from the
fame. The path of the river, en-
closing three sides of the prop-
erty, ensured privacy from
neighbors and onlookers as did
the gated entry. By 1975, Ali
could afford to design it exactly
the way he wanted and he added
buildings customized to his
needs which also have universal
appeal. Structures on the prop-
erty include the main house, car-
riage house, pool, gym, garages,
barns and office epicenter. The
elaborate gym has the boxing
ring in the center, exercise equip-
ment, a steam room, baths, mas-
sage room, laundry and spa. 

A few steps outside the gym’s
French doors is a full-size bas-
ketball court. Next door to the
gym is the office epicenter with
his private office, conference
area, private bath, mail room,
vault, kitchen, loading dock and
several other offices and a base-
ment. 
There are two separate climate-
controlled garages, each accom-
modating over five cars, RVs and
space for equipment. The two
houses, main house and carriage
house for guests, are on either
side of the pool terrace, which
includes a fully-equipped out-
door kitchen, bath house, sound
system and pergola. 
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