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It’s the sea’s food court; a place
where a diverse array of patrons
find an equally diverse meal
menu. We’re talking about reefs;
those of natural or manmade de-
sign provide shelter for baitfish
and prime feeding opportunities
for progressively larger preda-
tors, many of which rank high in
the metrics of the sport and table
fare.
Popular species include pelagics

such as kingfish, tuna, wahoo and
sailfish. But while these fast
movers typically pay only short
visits, the stars of the show are
the home bodies that spend most
of their lives in and around reef
structures. Topping the list —
grouper and snapper.
Raymarine pro Ron Mitchell
likes red, mutton and yellowtail
snapper, and his Raymarine units
(twin gS165s and a gS95) play an
integral role with each unique
species strategy.

Mutton Snapper: These beauti-
ful and aggressive fish tend to
hold over sand on a reef’s exte-
rior, so well-defined bottom read-
ings give Mitchell a road map for
where to present his baits. 
“We like to drag baits with heavy
leads and long leaders,” he says.
“So knowing where the outer

Knowing what’s down there in the water maximizes
fishing time; Do you know what a Mutton Snapper is?

edge of that reef is lets me know
where I need to drop those
baits.”
Yellowtail Snapper: “When we
fish for yellowtail in The Keys
and off Stuart and Palm Beach,
we like to get them off the reef,”
says Mitchell. “You gotta work
that current and the wind to get
your boat backed in so your
chum feeds down into that reef
to pull some of those fish up to
the boat.
“Yellowtail will gather into a big
ball off the reef. On your sonar
screen, you’ll see a red ball
about the size of a quarter or 50
cent piece. Right when I see that
on my Raymarine unit, I’ll turn
and go up-current and set up so
I’m not right on top of the fish.
Then, we’ll start our chum so it
slides back to the fish.”
Red Snapper: Bold and vora-
cious, these ruby-scaled treats
closely relate to structure; and it
doesn’t have to be something as
large and obvious as a Northern
Gulf of Mexico drilling rig.
Often, red snapper hover above
isolated patches of reef or small
rocky outcroppings. Pinpointing
these spots has always been one
of Mitchell’s objectives, but he
shares a serendipitous revelation
that deepened his appreciation
for the clarity and definition of
Raymarine’s CHIRP sonar.
“You’re going to need to be in
some type of area with an

ecosystem that gives those fish a
reason to be there,” Mitchell said
of a reef’s inherent drawing
power. “Your bottom machines
are your eyes for the depths
where you’re fishing. If you did-
n’t have that, you’re guessing
and it’s a big ocean out there. If
I can’t narrow down and know
what’s underneath me, I’m just
hunting and pecking.”

DIAL IN YOUR SPOTS

No doubt, identifying these
lively areas promotes time-man-
agement and enhances the value
of invested time and resources.
Just consider that not all reef life
is a welcome sight. Maybe
they’re out of season, or just no-
torious time-waster species you
don't want; Raymarine’s incred-
ible clarity and target separation
will show you what’s down there

so you can best manage your ef-
forts and expectations.
“You have to be careful that the
spot isn’t covered up with amber-
jack, sharks, or things you don’t
want to be a part of,” Mitchell
says. “Raymarine’s DownVision
is getting so detailed and sophis-
ticated that you can actually see
a ledge with fish under it.
“The definition is so good that,

when you start bringing up fish,
you relate what you’re catching
to what’s on your screen. So the
next time you go out you say
‘Those are the same marks that I
had at that other spot.’ So you
start relating what you’re seeing
to what you’re catching.”
To keep his day efficient,
Mitchell typically sets up a milk
run of known waypoints, all
within a mile or two. Bouncing
back and forth between a handful
of sites within a mile or two al-
lows him to let a productive spot
rest, while also sampling others
in close proximity.
“You have to narrow it down and
your Raymarine units can help
you do that,” Mitchell said. “On
top of that, I’ve found some of
these places by accident. Maybe
I’m running out of Jupiter Inlet at
40 mph and all of a sudden, I see
my machine spike up.
“I’ll whip it back around and go
over my track and I’ll find a spot
that maybe people haven’t been
fishing for a while and it’s

“The definition is so good
that, when you start bring-
ing up fish, you relate what
you’re catching to what’s
on your screen. So the next
time you go out you say
‘Those are the same marks
that I had at that other
spot.’ So you start relating
what you’re seeing to what
you’re catching.”

loaded. You find spots like that
because of the Raymarine tech-
nology that we have on the boat,
you can run at 40 mph and still
pick up bottom that’s showing
you a good enough mark to let
you know there might be some-
thing there worth fishing.”

ALTERNATIVE SPECIES

When your favorite species isn’t
cooperating, the season’s closed,
or maybe you’ve just capped
your limit; don’t despair, reefs
offer a bountiful array of B-
Teamers who are usually more
than willing to step and take a
few reps.
Grunts — mostly white grunts
and margates. Side by side with
mangrove snapper filets, most
would have a tough time distin-
guishing. Scaled-down slip
sinker rigs, knocker rigs and jigs
tipped with squid.
Triggerfish — This tasty fish’s
name comes from its curious de-
sign, which finds a rigid anterior
dorsal spine standing immovable
until a smaller spine is pressed
forward to “trigger” the latter’s
collapse.
Porgies — Several varieties in-
cluding pink, jolthead and
knobbed, offer an aggressive and
tasty opponent.
Seabass — One of the most
highly valued of the alternative
species, this one falls for jigs

tipped with cut bait.
A popular option for smaller

reef species, the chicken rig
leverages the inherent feeding
competition among reef fish, es-
pecially these alternative
species. Essentially a set of two
to three dropper loops with 12-
18 inches of leader below for
sinker attachment. (A simpler
option: Buy a heavy sabiki rig,
clip off the bottom two or three
branches and leave two to three
hooks intact.)

Whatever style of multi-hook
rig you use, don’t overdo it on
the bait. You don’t want whole
sardines or the fist-sized chunks
of squid you may drop on tradi-
tional grouper rigs; rather, small
thumbnail sized cuts of shrimp,
squid, or clam.

With any reef scenario, the
abundance of life can foster an
ill-conceived notion of auto-
matic cooler filling. There’s
nothing wrong with keeping
legal catches for dinner, but
know the regulations (size, sea-
son, daily bag limits) and prac-
tice careful catch and release for
the non-keepers. Let the reef re-
load, rest and reset the clock for
your next visit and hopefully,
your Raymarine screen will light
up with another stacked show of
fish.
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MEMPHIS, TN. – The Memphis
Grizzlies will host Food Truck
Friday this Friday, August 3 from
11 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. on the
FedExForum Plaza. 

Lunchgoers are invited to dine
and enjoy custom menus from
local food trucks parked on theing the MLBPAA and the Red-

birds Community Fund

Sunday, Aug. 5 – 2:05 p.m.
(gates at 1:00)
- Prairie Farms Ice Cream Sun-
day: the first 2,500 kids ages 12
and under receive a free ice
cream treat, courtesy of Prairie
Farms Dairy
- Kids Run the Bases: kids can
run the bases just like the pros
after the game, weather permit-
ting
- Papa John’s Rockey’s Kids
Club Day: Kids Club members
have a free Bluff ticket to the
game and can participate in the
on-field games and contests – to
sign up, visit www.memphisred-
birds.com/kidsclub
- Redbird Club Ticket Special:
tickets for the all-inclusive Red-
bird Club, featuring air condi-
tioning, are $15 off
Monday, Aug. 6 – 6:35 p.m.

(gates at 5:30)
- Owner’s Seats Ticket Special:
tickets for the all-inclusive
Owner’s Seats, located right by
the Redbirds dugout, are $15 off

Tuesday, Aug. 7 – 6:35 p.m.
(gates at 5:30)
- Polk’s Dollar Dog Day: enjoy
$1 hot dogs, courtesy of Polk’s
Meat Products
- Redbird Club Ticket Special:
tickets for the all-inclusive Red-
bird Club, featuring air condi-
tioning, are $15 off

For information on upcoming
promotions, visit www.mem-
phisredbirds.com/promotions.
For more information on single-
game tickets, visit www.mem-
phisredbirds.com/tickets.  

FedExForum Plaza. Those look-
ing for a downtown lunch spot
can experience the mobile food
movement while enjoying out-
door seating. 

In addition, attendees can also
enjoy special activities on the
FedExForum Plaza. There will

be a live DJ and the Claw Crew
and Grizz Girls will also be in at-
tendance. 

For those interested in test driv-
ing Season Tickets and Partial
Plans to Memphis Grizzlies
games for the 2018-19 season,
Account Executives will be on

hand to assist.

Fans are also encouraged to sub-
scribe to Grizzlies e-news alerts
to stay up-to-date on all the latest
Grizzlies news. All new Grizzlies
e-news subscribers will receive a
free pair of sunglasses.

Food trucks coming to FedEx-

Forum this Friday are Sushi
Jimmi, El Mero, Awesome Dogs
and MemPops.

For more information on the
Grizzlies, ‘like’ Memphis Griz-
zlies on Facebook or follow on
Twitter (@memgrizz).

Grizzlies to host Food Truck Friday on FedExForum
Plaza for those who don’t want growling stomachs


