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TN anglers win high school fishing championship ... from sports page 3

Grizzlies sign Wayne
Selden, Jr. to multi-
year contract deal

Okla., to each of the highest fin-
ishers – were awarded to the
teams at the top of the standings,
but all of the top 31 teams in the
championship round won prizes
ranging from fishing tackle to
big-screen televisions, trolling
motors to fishing kayaks. 

Not only was the stringer
weighed by Bedford and Brown
their personal best, it was also
the heaviest sack of the week,
including the High School
Fishing National Championship
that was contested over the past
three days along with the World
Finals. In catching it, the
Tennessee youngsters added
their own dramatic flourishes to
Saturday's finale.
As their day started on a ledge

downriver from the John Coffee
Memorial Bridge (Natchez
Trace), the Tennessee young-
sters each lost fish that would
have given them a head start of
about 10 pounds over the rest of
the field. After missing a couple
more bites, their coach, Sloan
Pennington, gave them a pep
talk that refocused them. Fishing
was still slow, but a finishing
flourish around 11 o'clock
sealed the deal for them.

"By Saturday morning they
were pretty well wore out for the

week," says Pennington, who's a
sophomore at the University of
North Alabama in Florence and
an aspiring pro fisherman.
"When I would run from one
spot to the next, I noticed them
nodding off. Their execution
wasn't what it should have been,
but in all fairness they spent the
last few days getting up at 4,
fishing hard all day and then
going to Babe Ruth baseball
practice back in Lawrenceburg
[Tenn.] in the evening. So after
we talked about it, they got their
focus back and they won the
tournament. It says a lot about
their determination."

The team fished Pickwick's
mid-lake area from the bridge to
Waterloo, hopscotching from
spot to spot, though they were
few and far between. As the
anglers started fishing their way
back upstream in anticipation of
returning to Florence's
McFarland Park for the champi-

onship weigh-in at 1:30 p.m.,
they hit a patch of ledge where
the bass were "fired up" and
ready to feed. Bedford and
Brown obliged with Jenko
Fishing Booty Shaker
Swimbaits (white with golden
belly) and Davis jigs with Strike
King Rage Craw trailers (green
pumpkin).
"We caught all our biggest fish

there," recalls Bedford, who,
like Brown, will be a sophomore
when school resumes later this
summer. "It was really game on
for a while; for long enough to
do us some good."
That same pattern of being on

the right stretch of ledge at the
right time characterized the fish-
ing at Pickwick all week, though
the runners-up, Reed and Johns,
left the ledges and concentrated
on fishing isolated wood cover
in Coffee Slough. They caught a

limit by 6:30 Saturday morning,
and then spent the next few
hours culling fish.
"We fished in about 7 feet of

water with Texas-rigged Zoom
Brush Hogs – anything dark in
color – all week," says Hayden.
"We got on those fish Friday and
had about 18 pounds. No way
we weren't going back there."
It would have been difficult to

pick a pre-tournament favorite,
but chances are nobody would
have picked a pair of shallow-
water specialists from Florida
who fished out of a flats skiff.
Omans and Steinard proved they
were equal to the task with their
third-place showing. The
National Championship that was
held concurrently with the
World Finals began Wednesday
morning, and that's when the
pair settled on a ledge just upriv-
er from Natchez Trace. Each day

they ran to it and spent the entire
day there.

"We must have caught 60
pounds of bass this week from
that one stretch," says Steinard,
a junior. "If they were biting
when we got there, we could
really catch them. If they weren't
biting, we really had a hard time
getting them to fire up. We
might go for hours in between
bites, but we couldn't leave
because we knew the big fish
were there."

Omans proved that Saturday
morning with a 7 1/2-pound bass
that was the day's biggest. He
caught it on a Zoom Mag Trick
Worm (black) rigged on a shaky
head. 
The Fishing Wire welcomes your
comments Please send your
comments and suggestions to
frank@thefishingwire.com.

As their day started on a ledge
downriver from the John Coffee
Memorial Bridge (Natchez
Trace), the Tennessee young-
sters each lost fish that would
have given them a head start of
about 10 pounds over the rest of
the field....

MEMPHIS, TN– Memphis
Grizzlies General Manager
Chris Wallace recently
announced that the team has
signed guard/forward Wayne
Selden Jr. to a multi-year con-
tract. Per team policy, terms of
the deal are not disclosed.

Selden (6-5, 230) appeared in
14 games (five starts) as a rook-
ie last season and averaged 5.1
points and 1.1 rebounds in 16.9
minutes for the Grizzlies and
New Orleans Pelicans after
beginning the season with the
NBA G League’s Iowa Energy
(now Iowa Wolves). He saw
action in 35 games (20 starts) for
the Energy and averaged 18.5
points, 4.8 rebounds and 2.9
assists in 31.1 minutes. The 22-
year-old finished his rookie
campaign by competing in all
six of the Grizzlies’ playoff

games, starting two postseason
contests, and averaging 3.8
points, 1.5 rebounds and 1.2
assists in 17.7 minutes during
Memphis’ first round series with
the San Antonio Spurs.

Unselected in the 2016 NBA
Draft, the Boston native played
three years at the University of
Kansas, where he was selected
to the 2015-16 All-Big 12
Second Team following his jun-
ior season.

Fans who want to support the
Memphis Grizzlies and purchase
2017/18 Season Tickets can do
so by calling (901) 888-HOOP
or going online to grizzlies.com.
For more information, visit griz-
zlies.com, ‘like’ Memphis
Grizzlies on Facebook or follow
on Twitter (@memgrizz).
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