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On the Record with Coach Norvell... from sports page 2
had the ball in the fourth quarter,
down one possession, we had a
turnover. Turnovers are going to
play a huge role in this game,
hopefully we can create a couple
of turnovers so we can get some
of those extra possessions.
That’s something that Navy’s
done a terrific job of themselves,
they don’t turn the ball over
much. And with their defense,
their defense is more of an
attack style this year, playing
more man coverage, pressuring
more. It puts you in a higher
opportunity to have those nega-
tive plays, so we’ve got to be on
top of our game.

What’s it like to know Riley
Ferguson can bounce back
after a bad game?
It means everything. It’s a trib-
ute to his leadership, and the
work ethic that he has, and the
work he puts into this program.
We’re sitting on the plane, he
comes up to me after Central
Florida, he apologizes and says
how he’s going to respond. I had
no doubt. I’ve been with Riley

for the better part of a year and a
half now, and I know what this
program means to him. I know
how much work he puts into it.
Everybody’s going to have mis-
takes. I mean, I didn’t put him in
the best positions the week
before, so we all had to improve,
we all have to get better. There’s
not one person, or one perform-
ance that’s going to dictate
everything in a game, but when
you have somebody that can
really have a great self-aware-
ness of their performance and
what it’s going to take to
improve that, that’s what you
want on your team.

On the longevity of the Navy
coaching staff…
They’re in a great situation.
That’s a compliment to his lead-
ership, and the loyalty that his
staff has to what they’re doing
and to the place they’re working.
They’ve done a wonderful job,
and anytime you’re able to
maintain that cohesiveness with-
in a staff, your players know
what to expect. You’re able to

push, challenge. Those relation-
ships have been built. They’re
not going in and trying to
reestablish the values of their
program each and every year.
That’s definitely something that
shows up on the field. It shows
up in the confidence in what
they’re asking their players to
do, and trust that their players
have in what they’re being asked
to do. That definitely plays a big
part in what their success has
been.
When the schedule came out,

did you identify this stretch as
a test for playing in this divi-
sion?
Once you get into conference
play, you know each and every
week is going to be a great chal-
lenge. You look at how the
dynamic of it all really came to
be, especially after the Central
Florida game got cancelled, and
now you’ve had back to back

east road trips. You’ve had off
weeks and your first western
division game is against the
reigning champion and the fol-
lowing week is going to be a
short week. All we can control is
this week, I haven’t’ talked to
our team about anything beyond
this week. Our goal this week is
to do everything we can do to be
1-0. We know that when you get
to this point in the schedule,
when it’s all conference games,
and getting into divisional
games, that every one of them
are big. You control what you
can control and prepare the best
you can.

Is this quarterback you’re
against different than the one
last year, what are his
strengths?
I think every player has his own
unique strengths. I think he’s
averaging 180 ypg rushing, he’s
doing a phenomenal job in his

decision making. He’s really
been a great spark for what
they’re doing. They’ve always
had great success, but you see
the threat that he is, the athleti-
cism, he’s shown especially last
week, that in critical moments,
to be able to make the big com-
pletion when it’s time to throw. I
know the big receiver they have
is averaging close to 40 yards a
catch. So they can definitely
stretch the field vertically if
you’re not set in your coverage.
He’s a wonderful decision
maker, and he can make you pay
when he gets to the open field.
They present a lot of challenges.
You literally have to defend the
entire field, sideline to sideline,
from the A-gap to the sideline.
When they play action, they can
push it down the field and
they’ve got some really good
players with really good speed
that can hurt you.


