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NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell’s Fall Meeting press conf. ... from sports page 3

competition committee. We are
very excited about the season
that we have going on right now.
We talked about the six weeks
that we have played to date and
the margin of victory. We talked
about the penalties per game,
game presentation and the
changes that we have made and
we also talked about officiating.
There was a lot of very positive
feedback on the game. 
We also spent a great deal of

time talking about our partner-
ships. We extended and expand-
ed our partnership with
Ticketmaster – which we think
will be very fan-friendly and
give our fans a better opportuni-
ty to buy tickets on a secure
basis and on a greater platform,
which I think will be very posi-
tive.
We had a report on our health

and safety initiatives and the
impact they are having on our
game.
Lastly, we had a special visitor
today, the commissioner of the
NYPD, Jimmy O'Neill, and his

chief of police, Terry Monahan.
I have been in conversation with
them for several months, so this
has been quite a while in the
making. We are trying to under-
stand how we can continue to
expand the relationships
between our clubs, our players,
our communities and the NFL.
He was very helpful in giving us
insight into what their initiatives
are with the NYPD and the ini-
tiatives that are going on in other
parts of the country. I saw those
initiatives firsthand in Miami
last week and in Philadelphia
recently. The relationship
between the players, our com-
munities and law enforcement is
very important to us. That was
very helpful.
Yesterday I made a brief com-

ment, but I'm sure there will be
more questions about the meet-
ing with players and owners. We
also spent a great deal of time
with our owners alone today dis-
cussing our efforts with our
players. There is a great deal of
support for the efforts that our

players have identified. They not
only support but recognize that
these are important issues for
our communities. They are
American issues and certain
things that we want as clubs and
as the league that we want to
support and be a part of and help
lead with our players. I think
those are the key issues. 
I will tell you though, another
issue we spent a great deal of
time talking about this morning
was how much we believe that
everyone should stand for the
national anthem. That is an
important part of our policy, it's
also an important part of our
game that we all take great pride
in. It is also important for us to
honor the flag and our country –
our fans expect us to do that.
That is something that we con-
tinued to focus on this morning.
We are really talking about the
opportunity that exists with our Please see sports page 5

players to try to go and really
make a difference in our com-
munities in a positive way. 
In response to your statement

yesterday, the president this
morning tweeted that both you
and the league have disre-
spected the country – is he
wrong about that? And if so,
why?
RG: Like I said – we respect our
country, we respect our flag and
we respect our national anthem.
I think if you look at our clubs
and what they do on a daily
basis, I think if you look at our
players and what they did and
how they participate in that. We
all feel very strongly about our
country, have pride and we will
continue to do that. 
How can you allow the presi-
dent to bully the NFL when he
has expressed support for flag
burning?
RG: We are focusing on what

we can do and we should be
doing as the NFL. I think that we
have a great opportunity here
with our players to really work
together and to try and make dif-
ferences in our communities.
There are things we all believe
are necessary to do and that is
what we are going to continue to
do. 
Citing the anthem protocol in
the game operations manual –
it's not a rule but it's a policy,
why not make it a rule since fans
seem to want it and the ratings
seem to be down.
RG: We need to keep the focus
on the fact that we believe that
our players should stand for the
national anthem. That is an
important part of our game and
an important moment and we
believe in that. We also have to
focus on the fact that we have


