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February is Black History Month
Watch for The Mid-South Tribune’s 23rd 

Annual Black History Month Special Edition

NFL and HBCU documentaries presented on
NFL Network during Black History Month
from sports page 1

Grizzlies to host Spring
Break Youth Basketball
Presented by Nike 
from sports page 1

also have the opportunity to par-
ticipate in the official Jr. NBA
Skills Challenge. For $265,
campers will also receive a give-
away package inclusive of Nike
apparel, a full-size basketball
and two tickets to an upcoming
Grizzlies game. Participants can
also expect surprise guest
appearances from Memphis
Grizzlies and Memphis Hustle
players during the camp.

Limited spots are available. To
register and find out more about
the Grizzlies’ Spring Break
Youth Basketball Programs,
visit grizzlies.com/youthbasket-
ball.  

Fans who want to support the
Memphis Grizzlies and purchase
2017/18 Season Tickets can do
so now by calling (901) 888-
HOOP or going online to griz-
zlies.com. Single Game Tickets
are available for purchase at the
FedExForum Box Office, all
Ticketmaster locations,
Ticketmaster.com, online at
grizzlies.com or by calling 1-
800-4NBA-TIX. For more
information on the Grizzlies,
‘like’ Memphis Grizzlies on
Facebook or follow on Twitter
(@memgrizz). 

MEMPHIS, TN – The
University of Memphis softball
team finished its opening week-
end with a 3-1 overall record
and seniors Molly Smith and
Brooke Lee have been recog-
nized by the AAC Monday after-
noon for their weekend contri-
butions. Smith was named the
league’s Pitcher of the Week for
the second time in her career
while Lee was named to the
Weekly Honor Roll, also for the
second time in her career.  

Smith had arguably the best
game of her Memphis career
against Ball State as the Yamhill,
Ore. native struck out a career-
high 15 batters in a complete
game. The 15 strikeouts by
Smith was the third-most in pro-
gram history and topped her pre-
vious career-high by five. 
She allowed just one earned run

in 13.0 innings of work and
struck out a total of 18 batters to
start her senior campaign.
Although the Tigers were unable
to win her second game in the
circle, Smith struck out three
with zero walks with zero
earned runs allowed. She

Smith and Lee earn A A
Conf. weekly honors

allowed just 11 hits throughout
the weekend and goes into next
weekend with just a 0.54 ERA.

Brooke Lee led the Tigers
offensively with a 4-for-10
effort at the plate including her
first collegiate triple in the sea-
son opener against Georgetown.
Lee recorded RBIs in two con-
tests and hits in three of the four
games. Against LIU Brooklyn,
Lee had her first multi-hit game
of the season. She reached base
in all four games as she got hit
by a pitch in the seventh inning
of the game against ACC foe NC
State. She finished the weekend
with a .500 on base percentage
and .600 slugging percentage.

Memphis will compete in road
tournament number two next
weekend at Northwestern State.
Four games are on tap for the
Tigers, starting with Stephen F.
Austin at 10 a.m. CT on Friday,
Feb. 16. For more information
on the University of Memphis
softball team, follow the Tigers
on Facebook and Twitter at
@MemphisSoftball.

The Memphis Hustle to do ‘Double
Duty Deal’ with Tanger Outlet Stores

MEMPHIS, TN – The
Memphis Hustle announced its
all-new ‘Double Duty Deal’ in
partnership with Tanger Outlets,
a Memphis Hustle founding
partner. For the remainder of the
2017-18 regular season, fans
who bring their receipt from any
Tanger Outlet store (5205
Airways Blvd, Southaven, MS
38671) to the Landers Center
Box Office will receive a free

Hustle game ticket with the pur-
chase of another ticket. In
return, fans who bring their
Hustle game ticket to shopper
services at Tanger Outlets will
receive a free coupon book,
good for great deals. For more
details, visit
memphishustle.com.
Additionally, fans can still take

advantage of the Hustle’s Coca-
Cola Zero Sugar Deal. For three

of the Hustle’s six remaining
home games (February 24,
March 10, March 23) fans can
purchase a lower level ticket, a
Coca-Cola fountain drink and a
Personal Pan Domino’s Pizza
for one low price of $14. 
Fans who want to support the

Memphis Hustle by purchasing
single game tickets can do so
starting for as low as $10. Fans
can purchase tickets at all

Ticketmaster locations, ticket-
master.com, the Landers Center
Box Office, online at
MemphisHustle.com or by call-
ing (901) 888-Hoop.

For more information on the
Memphis Hustle, visit mem-
phishustle.com, follow the team
on Twitter and Instagram
(@MemphisHustle) or like
Memphis Hustle on Facebook.

Do You Know This About Black History?
1.Monrovia is named after
President Monroe. It was found-
ed in 1822 and is he capital of
Liberia
2. Nelson Mandela became the
first Black president of South
Africa on May 10, 1994.
3. Bessie Coleman was the first
African American woman to fly
a plane. 

4.The Black Codes made it
against the law to teach a slave
to read and write. 
5.Thurgood Marshall was the
first African American to serve
on the Supreme South from
1967 to 1991. 
6.In 1952, Charlotta Spears Bass
was the first Africa American

woman to run for vice president
on the Progressive Party ticket.
7. Benjamin Banneker was an
African American mathemati-
cian who was on a team that
planned Washington, D.C.
8.Filmmaker Oscar Micheaux is
born on January 22, 1884. 
9.Ray Charles’ “I Can’t Stop

Loving You” stays on at top of
Billboard charts for 100 straight
weeks in 1962. 
10. In 1964, Sidney Poitier
becomes the first African
American male to receive an
Oscar. He gets it for his perform-
ance in “Lilies of the Field”.  

NFL," said Brian Lockhart, NFL
media vice president and senior
coordinating producer of
Original Content. "This was not
only an important story to share
with viewers, but vital that it be
told firsthand through the voices
of the men responsible for
paving the legacy of HBCUs in
the NFL."   

Through first-person interviews
and profiles of four of the NFL's
notable HBCU alums, Breaking
Ground centers around Mel
Blount's trip back to Southern
University where he reflects
back on his time there alongside
his son Akil, and former team-
mates. The special also inter-
weaves the personal stories and
reflections of Rice, Williams and
King who each look back on
how attending an HBCU shaped
their NFL journey. 

Breaking Ground is narrated
by HBCU alum (Howard
University, '00) and actor
Chadwick Boseman, who is
starring in the upcoming Marvel
Studios' blockbuster Black
Panther, and previously received
critical acclaim for his portray-
als of Jackie Robinson in 42
(2013), James Brown in Get on
Up (2014) and Thurgood

Marshall in Marshall (2017).
Video excerpts featuring Blount,
Rice, Williams and King from
Breaking Ground: A Story of
HBCU Football and the NFL
can be viewed in the hyperlinks
below:    "At the time, I was
somewhat embarrassed that they
were calling this rule 'The Mel
Blount Rule.' My kids love it,
and the older I get, the more I
start to like it because you know,
maybe I had some sort of impact
on the game." – Mel Blount,
Southern University   "It was my
goal to make it in the NFL, I was
destined for it. But I think the
only way you have an opportu-
nity is that you have to work for
it. I think of Mississippi Valley
State as a platform and I think it

just showed me how you had to
work to be successful." – Jerry
Rice, Mississippi Valley State
"Every article in America was
written about 'The First Black
Quarterback,' 'Washington's
Black Quarterback,' 'The Way of
the Black Quarterback.' I didn't
go to the Super Bowl as a black
quarterback, I went to the Super
Bowl as the Redskins' quarter-
back, who just happened to be
black. At the same time, I under-
stood the pride, the dignity and
the history of what was about to
happen." – Doug Williams,
Grambling State University   
"I do some extreme things, but I
know that no other punter in the

league is doing. And that's my
goal because I just want to stand
out. I want to be the best at what
I do. Fort Valley State taught me

"It was my goal to make it
in the NFL, I was destined
for it. But I think the only
way you have an opportu-
nity is that you have to
work for it. I think of
Mississippi Valley State as
a platform and I think it
just showed me how you
had to work to be success-
ful.”

– Jerry Rice, Mississippi Valley
State   

“ I didn't go to the Super
Bowl as a black quarter-
back, I went to the Super
Bowl as the Redskins'
quarterback, who just
happened to be black. At
the same time, I under-
stood the pride, the dignity
and the history of what
was about to happen.
– Doug Williams, Grambling

State University   

to work real hard. If you decided
to keep moving from every situ-
ation that was hard, you would
never learn, you would never
grow. I don't like taking the easy
way out." – Marquette King, 
Fort Valley State   

NFL Network celebrates Black
History Month with more spe-
cial programming on Friday,
February 23, including an
encore airing of Breaking
Ground, plus NFL Classic
Games in Black History, reliving
Williams' Super Bowl XXII win
over the Broncos, and Super
Bowl XLI which marked the
first Super Bowl that featured
two black head coaches – Lovie
Smith (Chicago Bears) and
Tony Dungy (Indianapolis
Colts) – at the helm of each
team. Additionally at 8:00 PM
ET, a new NFL 360 focuses on
the importance of Black History
Month within the NFL.  


