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The NFL and Special Olympics
are teaming up to provide oppor-
tunities for athletes of all abili-
ties to 'PLAY 60' through the
expansion of Special Olympics
Unified Flag Football, it was
announced recently. PLAY 60 is
the league's youth health and
wellness platform to get kids
across the country active for 60
minutes a day. To kick off their
new partnership, the NFL and
Special Olympics hosted a uni-
fied flag football game on
Wednesday, Jan. 25. It aired on
at ESPN Wide World of Sports.
Twenty-four local Special
Olympics Florida athletes and
Unified partners (people without
disabilities)  competed against
each other, breaking down
stereotypes and forging friend-
ships on the field.

NFL Foundation grants will
fund Special Olympics Unified
Sports, which builds inclusive

 

FedEx/STJude Fairway 5K

Fairway 5K - Saturday, April 8
Before any PGA TOUR pros set foot on the

course, you'll have your run at TPC Southwind.
And when you cross the finish line, you'll be
greeted with smoothies, beer, Bloody Marys,
mimosas, pizza, and live music - the perfect

way to warm up for a season of events,
giveaways, and great golf. New this year, Team

Options and a Kids Dash! To register, visit
www.stjudeclassic.com

Celebrating Black History Month

 

Olympics medalist at Southern Women Show
from page 1

She also went on to win the
“Mirror Ball” on Dancing with
the Stars last fall.
Laurie appears on the Fashion

& Entertainment Stage on
Saturday, March 11th at
12:45pm. Copies of Laurie’s
book, “I Got This,” will be for
sell on site.

The show also features the
return of Girls Night Out on
Friday evening, with $5 admis-

Uof M honors the Memphis 8
from sports page 1
time. “I know I would have. It
had to be done; somebody had to
be first. We helped pave the way
not only for our own children,
but also for all the others who
came behind us. And that made
it all worthwhile.” A historical
marker celebrating the Memphis
State Eight was placed outside
the Administration Building in
2012.

“We extended our sympathies
to the families of Eleanor Gandy
and Rose Blakney Love. As we
continue to grow as a University,
we hope the courage and
strength shown by these two

groundbreaking students will
inspire future generations to
stand up for what they believe
in, and to fight for social jus-
tice,” said President M. David
Rudd.
“These eight individuals are a

significant part of the historical
fabric of the University,” said
Linda Hall, associate dean for
Multicultural Affairs. “Their
contributions have been well
documented and their place
cemented.”
“I am empowered and motivat-

ed as I walk in my office each
day and view the inspirational
photographs of the Memphis
State Eight hanging on my
walls. It is on their shoulders
that I stand, and I am eternally
grateful for their courage, grace,
dignity and intellect," said
Provost Karen Weddle-West.

Smith and Crowdus land on AA Honor Roll
from sports page 1
career that she has been named
the American Pitcher of the
Week.

Crowdus had an outstanding
weekend at the plate, going 11-
for-14 with a pair of triples and a
double as well as a perfect 3-for-
3 showing on the base paths.
Between game three and game
five of the weekend, Crowdus

NFL and Special Olympics will team up to expand
Unified Flag Football throughout the United States

“We extended our sympa-
thies to the families of
Eleanor Gandy and Rose
Blakney Love. As we contin-
ue to grow as a University,
we hope the courage and
strength shown by these two
groundbreaking students will
inspire future generations...”

had a streak of nine official at
bats in a row where she recorded
a hit, making that the longest
streak in Memphis history. The
senior from Houma, La. record-
ed a hit in every game and
scored a team-high four runs. 

This is the seventh time in her
career that Crowdus has been
named to the American Weekly

Honor Roll. 
Memphis will compete against

Boise State, Utah State, Hawaii,
UNLV, and Nevada over the
course of the weekend. For more
information on the University of
Memphis softball team, follow
the Tigers on Facebook and
Twitter at @MemphisSoftball.

sion after 5 p.m., Mother
Daughter Day on Saturday,
Cooking Stage, Teachers Day on
Sunday and more.

Show hours are Friday, 10
a.m.–8 p.m.; Saturday, 10
a.m.–7 p.m. and Sunday, 11
a.m.–6 p.m. Advance discount
tickets are available for $9
online at
www.southernshows.com, and

for $8 at participating Walgreens
locations. Admission is $10 at
the door and $5 for children 6-
12 years old. Parking is free at
the Agricenter. For group dis-
count tickets, show updates and
more information, call (800)
849-0248 or visit
www.Southernshows .com.
Show sponsors include Kroger,
Regional One Health; Memphis
Light, Gas and Water; News

communities by enabling people
with and without intellectual
disabilities to play on the same
team. Flag football, which is one
of the fastest growing sports in
Special Olympics across the
country, will be the focus of the
new NFL-Special Olympics
partnership. Funding will sup-
port eleven local Special
Olympics Programs in
Massachusetts, New Jersey,
North Carolina, Colorado,
Northern California, Illinois,
Pennsylvania, Kansas, Texas,
Washington and Virginia. The
grants will enhance Unified
Sports programming, increase
participation of athletes, part-
ners and coaches and support
Special Olympics Unified
Sports' online education and
training course.

"PLAY 60 is for everyone.
Football brings people together
and can help develop friendships

regardless of differences," said
NFL Senior Vice President of
Social Responsibility ANNA
ISAACSON. "We are excited to
work with Special Olympics and
make flag football more accessi-
ble for athletes of all abilities."   
The partnership between the
NFL and Special Olympics
leverages the football communi-
ty to promote awareness, respect
and inclusion of Special
Olympics athletes amongst NFL
players, clubs, supporters and
partners. These efforts will cre-
ate new participants, coaches
and fans to grow the sport of flag
football within Special
Olympics North America pro-
grams. 

"We are thrilled to partner with
the NFL in expanding flag foot-
ball and unified sports program-
ming to increase opportunities
for our athletes across the
United States and break down

barriers on and off the field,"
Chief Development Officer,
Special Olympics, KELLI
SEELY.  "There are nearly 5,000
athletes, Unified partners and
coaches currently participating
in flag football today and we
stand ready to grow this exciting
sport through our partnership
with the NFL. Sport is transfor-
mational and seeing so many
communities across our country
experience true inclusion
through this partnership is game
changing."

The partnership builds on a
longstanding relationship
between the NFL and Special
Olympics. NFL teams have sup-

ported Special Olympics in a
variety of ways, including host-
ing youth football clinics and
competitions.

Special Olympics is a global
movement that unleashes the
human spirit through the trans-
formative power and joy of
sports, every day around the
world. We empower people with
intellectual disabilities to
become accepted and valued
members of their communities,
which leads to a more respectful
and inclusive society for all.
Using sports as the catalyst and
programming around health and
education, Special Olympics is
fighting inactivity, injustice and

intolerance. Founded in 1968 by
Eunice Kennedy Shriver, the
Special Olympics movement has
grown to more than 5.3 million
athletes and Unified partners in
169 countries. With the support
of more than 1 million coaches
and volunteers, Special
Olympics delivers 32 Olympic-
type sports and over 108,000
games and competitions
throughout the year.   Engage
with us on: Twitter@spe-
cialolympics, fb.com/spe-
cialolympics, youtube.com/spe-
c i a l o l y m p i c s h q ,
Instagram.com/specialolympics
and specialolympicsblog.word-
press.com.

Arthur Mitchell co-founds the
Dance Theater of Harlem in
1969.
Gordon Parks’ “Learning
Tree” is released in Hollywood,
marking the first post World War
II film to be directed by an
African American in 1969. 
Jimi Hendrix dies on
September 18, 1970. 
In 1970, the Flip Wilson Show

debuts on NBC.
In 1971, Isaac Hayes’ record-

ing “Theme from Shaft” is a
number one pop hit and will win
an Academy Award for Best
Song in 1972. 

Jazz great Louis Armstrong
dies on July 6, 1971 in Queens,
N Y.    

In 1971, major civil rights
organizations form a movement
against Blax-ploitation movies.
Mahalia Jackson dies on
January 27, 1972 in Evergreen
Park, Illinois 23.
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