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NY, NY - The National Football
League  recently announced the
schedule of London Games for
2018, featuring a series of firsts,
including a debut at a new stadi-
um and three teams playing a
regular-season game in London
for the first time.

The 2018 London Games sched-
ule:

10/14/18 S e a t t l e
Seahawks  vs. O a k l a n d
Raiders,Tottenham Hotspur

10/21/18 or 10/28/18
Philadelphia Eagles vs.
Jacksonville Jaguars,
Wembley Stadium

10/21/18 or 10/28/18
Tennessee Titans  vs. L o s
Angeles Chargers, Wembley
Stadium

English Premier League club
Tottenham Hotspur’s new stadi-
um is the site of the first game of
the 2018 London schedule in
Week 6 on Sunday, October 14,
as the Oakland Raiders host the
Seattle Seahawks.  The Raiders,
the home team in London for a
second time, welcome the
Seahawks to Tottenham for their
first game in London.
Tottenham’s new stadium
becomes the third venue to stage
a regular-season game in the
UK, joining Wembley Stadium
and Twickenham Stadium.

“We continue to be very excit-
ed by the growth of the NFL in
the UK,” said NFL
Commissioner ROGER GOOD-
ELL. “The fans have demon-
strated outstanding support and
passion for the NFL over the

Watch for The Mid-South Tribune’s Special Edition commemorating the 
50th Anniversary of the death of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

April 4, 1968. ‘Lest we forget.’

Writer/Director Rian Johnson
takes fans behind the scenes,
revealing production secrets
and never-before-seen footage
and deleted scenes

BURBANK, Calif —
Lucasfilm’s Star Wars: The Last
Jedi—the next action-packed
chapter of the Star Wars saga—
Earned critical acclaim and the
No. 1 spot atop 2017’s list of
highest-grossing films. The
visually stunning film welcomes
the return of original characters,
including Luke Skywalker,
Princess Leia, Chewbacca,
Yoda, R2-D2 and C-3PO and
further explores the deepening
journey of the saga’s new mem-
bers, Rey, Finn, Poe, and Kylo
Ren. Now families can bring
home the movie digitally in HD
and 4K Ultra HD and via
Movies Anywhere on March 13,
two weeks before the 4K Ultra
HD Blu-ray, and Blu-ray™ disc
on March 27.  This release also
marks Disney’s first title avail-
able on 4K Ultra HD Blu-ray
disc in both Dolby Vision™
HDR and Dolby Atmos immer-
sive audio, delivering con-
sumers a transformative viewing
experience.

Director Rian Johnson takes
fans on an intimate journey into
the creation of Star Wars: The
Last Jedi in a feature-length doc-
umentary, explaining his unique
interpretation of the Force,
detailing the painstaking process
of creating Snoke, and decon-
structing action-packed scenes
from the film such as the epic
space battle and the final con-
frontation. Johnson also reveals
two exclusive scenes, featuring
Andy Serkis as Snoke prior to
his digital makeover, as well as
14 never-before-seen deleted
scenes, in addition to his audio
commentary. 

Bonus features include:

•The Director and the Jedi – Go
deep behind the scenes with
writer-director Rian Johnson on
an intimate and personal journey
through the production of the
movie—and experience what
it’s like to helm a global fran-
chise and cultural phenomenon.
•Balance of the Force - Explore
the mythology of the Force and
why Rian Johnson chose to
interpret its role in such a unique
way.

Lighting the Spark: Creating
the Space Battle – Get a close-
up look at the epic space battle,
from the sounds that help propel
the action, through the practical
and visual effects, to the charac-
ters who bring it all to life.

FedEx St. Jude 5 K Run
April 7 at 8:00 a.m.  

TPC Southwind
You’ll enjoy the sights and sounds of TPC Southwind

months before the PGA TOUR comes to Memphis! 
Race includes: 

Rockin’ After-Party 
NEW Finisher’s Medal 

Race Shirt 
OneDay ticket to the FedEx St. Jude Classic 

Kids’ Dash 
Corporate Team Discount 

Relay Teams

For more information and to register, visit

www.stjudeclassic.com

Email sports news to MSTsports@prodigy.net

(2) dividing the resulting
amount by the sum of the Salary
Caps for the five preceding
League Years . . . ; and (3) mul-
tiplying the resulting percentage
by the Salary Cap for the
upcoming League Year . . . (the
“Cap Percentage Average”) . . . ;
or (B) 120% of his Prior Year
Salary, whichever is greater . . . .
If a club extends a required ten-

der to a non-exclusive franchise
player pursuant to this section,
the player shall be permitted to
negotiate a player contract with
any club, except that draft
choice compensation of two
first-round draft selections shall
be made in the event he signs
with a new club. 
The signing period for franchise
players begins at 4:00 p.m. (ET)
on March 14 and ends on the
Tuesday following the 10th
week of the season (November

Basketball Hall of Famer Shaquille O’Neal celebrated his birthday and National OREO
Day by handing out free OREO Chocolate Candy Bars at the “Snack Shaq” which kicks-
off the nationwide OREO Birthday Giveaway. (Photo/ Courtesy: Getty Images)

NFL announces
the franchise and 
transition players
from sports page 4

13). 
This year, one player (Le’Veon

Bell, Pittsburgh) was designated
as an exclusive franchise player.
Four players were designated as
non-exclusive franchise players.  

2018 FRANCHISE PLAYERS 

Dallas Cowboys, Demarcus
Lawrence, DE
Detroit Lions, Ezekiel Ansah,
DE
Los Angeles Rams, Lamarcus
Joyner, S

Miami Dolphins, Jarvis Landry,
WR
Pittsburgh Steelers ,  Le’Veon
Bell*, RB

*Denotes Exclusive Franchise
Player 

NFL schedule kicks off at New Tottenham
Stadium; TN Titans make UK debut

past 11 seasons and we look for-
ward to some great games in
London this year. A key feature
of our success is playing in icon-
ic, world-renowned venues like
Wembley and Twickenham, and
we look forward to playing in
what will be another incredible
setting for NFL football at
Tottenham’s new stadium.”

Mayor of London SADIQ
KHAN said: “London is the
international home of the NFL
and I am really excited to wel-
come the world’s best American
football stars and their thou-
sands of fans from around the
globe back to our city.

“I’m delighted Tottenham
Hotspur’s fantastic new stadium
is joining the line-up of world-
class sports arenas in our great
city. Spurs’ new ground will
stage one game in its first year of
opening and in 2019 we look
forward to going back to staging
at least four NFL games in
London. Once again, London
has shown why it is the sporting
capital of the world and open to
the very best sports events.”
By the end of the 2018 season,
the NFL will have played 24
regular-season games in
London, with 29 of 32 teams
having participated. 
“This is another important year
as we develop our plans for
London and the UK,” said NFL
Executive Vice President of
International and Events MARK
WALLER. 

“By playing games on three
consecutive weeks we will learn
a lot, both from the fans buying
tickets and attending games, and
from a logistics and organiza-
tional standpoint.
“We are very excited about play-

ing our first game at
Tottenham’s magnificent new
stadium and will follow our
usual pattern of playing one
game in our first season at a new
venue, as we did at Wembley
and Twickenham in previous
years. This enables us to achieve
important learnings relating to
the fans’ preferences, ticketing,
team logistics and local trans-
portation and infrastructure in
order to create the best possible
experience and environment. We
will play an additional game at
Tottenham in a future season,
over and above the planned two
per year, to make up for this.”

The NFL and Tottenham
Hotspur announced in 2015 that
they had reached agreement for
a minimum of two games per
year to be played during a 10-
year partnership. The state-of-
the-art stadium, due to open this
summer, will feature a
retractable grass field with an

artificial surface underneath that
will be used for NFL games. It
will also have customized fea-
tures such as locker rooms, med-
ical and media facilities and a
dedicated entrance.
"This is a milestone year for the
club as we look ahead to the
opening of our new stadium and
all that it will bring to the area of
Tottenham,” said Tottenham
Hotspur chairman DANIEL
LEVY. 
“The announcement of the first
game of the NFL’s 2018 London
Games to take place at our new
home heralds the commence-
ment of our 10-year partnership.
This is one of the cornerstones
of our vision for creating a
world-class sports and leisure
destination that will make
Tottenham a hive of activity 365
days a year and drive the regen-
eration of one of the most
deprived areas of London. The
NFL will bring a whole new
audience to the local area, show-
case Tottenham and bring fur-
ther economic and social bene-
fits with truly global coverage
and attraction.”
The NFL kicked off its series of
regular-season games in London
in 2007, when the New York
Giants beat the Miami Dolphins
at Wembley Stadium on their
way to winning the Super Bowl.
The home of English football
has now hosted 18 NFL games,
with almost 1.5 million fans in
attendance.
“The NFL holds huge value and
importance to Wembley
Stadium. We are proud to have
hosted games under the arch for
the past decade and to have

played a key role in the growth
of the sport,” said MARTIN
GLENN, Chief Executive of the
Football Association.
“NFL games bring people to the
stadium from all over the world,
provide a boost to the local
economy, and are among the
highlights of the Wembley
events calendar. Working close-
ly together, we have been able to
share knowledge and expertise
with the NFL, and continue to
learn a great deal from their
events and the activation of their
games. We are very excited to be
welcoming some outstanding
playoff teams to the stadium in
2018 and hope our strong part-
nership will continue for years
to come.”
Three of the six teams playing

in London in 2018 have made
the playoffs this season
(Philadelphia, Jacksonville,
Tennessee), while two more fin-
ished the season with winning
records (Seattle, LA Chargers).

All four winning teams in the
NFL’s 2017 London Games
went on to win their divisions:
Jacksonville Jaguars (AFC
South), New Orleans Saints
(NFC South), Los Angeles
Rams (NFC West), Minnesota
Vikings (NFC North).
Ticketing details will be
announced by NFL UK.
Anyone interested in registering
their interest in attending any of
the games can do so at
www.ticketmaster.com/nfl to
ensure they receive all the latest
information.

Mayor of London Sadiq
Khan  said: “London is the
international home of the
NFL and I am really excited
to welcome the world’s best
American football stars and
their thousands of fans from
around the globe back to our
city.
“I’m delighted Tottenham
Hotspur’s fantastic new sta-
dium is joining the line-up of
world-class sports arenas in
our great city. Spurs’ new
ground will stage one game
in its first year of opening
and in 2019 we look forward
to going back to staging at
least four NFL games in
London...”

Star Wars:
The Last
Jedi on
Digital

March 13
& Blu-ray
March 27


