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To provide a safer environment for the public and significantly expedite guest entry into
the stadium, Liberty Bowl Memorial Stadium has  implemented the above illustrated new
bag policy in 2017-18 for all ticketed Stadium events that limits the size and type of bags.
(Photo/Courtesy of UofM)

Liberty Bowl Clear Bag Policy  
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Captain Rutland takes advantage of fall cobia bite
"You've got to have a live-
ly bait with some erratic
action," he said. "If it
doesn't look right, the
cobia will lose interest. I
like for the bait to look as
free as possible. I think
some of my success is
because of the loop knot.

Grizzlies players Brooks, Chalmers, Evans,
Hunter, McLemore, Morgan, Rabb, Simmons 
and Zagorac enjoy Welcome to Memphis tour!
MEMPHIS, TN– The Memphis

Grizzlies and a few of their com-
munity partners will host nine
new-to-Memphis players on this
year’s “Welcome to Memphis”
bus tour. 

Attending the tour this year are
players Dillon Brooks, Mario
Chalmers, Tyreke Evans, Vince
Hunter, Ben McLemore, Jeremy
Morgan, Ivan Rabb, Kobi
Simmons and Rade Zagorac The
players will continue the tradi-
tion of touring Memphis each
preseason with a group of
Grizzlies Prep scholars and will
depart FedExForum via double
decker bus  on Friday, Oct. 6 .  

The 90-minute event will tour
through several downtown land-
marks in order to give a brief
history and overview of
Memphis, and introduce new
players to several of the
Grizzlies’ community partners

including: Grizzlies Prep
Charter School, Le Bonheur
Children’s Hospital and the
National Civil Rights Museum.
Grizzlies Television Play-By-
Play Announcer Pete Pranica
will host the fourth annual bus
tour.

By David Rainer
Alabama Department of

Conservation and Natural
Resources

From thefishingwire.com

Capt. Richard Rutland can no
longer express disappointment
about the fishing at a certain
Exxon-Mobil petroleum plat-
form just south of Dauphin
Island.
Capt. Richard Rutland is taking

advantage of a fall cobia bite on
the Alabama Gulf Coast by tar-
geting fish hanging around the
ships anchored off the mouth of
Mobile Bay and the channel
marker buoys and range beacons
that dot the coastline. He catches
live bait with his cast net and
freelines it under the stern or
anchor chain of a ship or around
the other structure.
"I've never caught a fish off this

rig, but I stop here every time,"
Rutland said as he eased up to
the rig to look for cobia lurking
in the shadows of the rig struc-
ture.
"There's a fish," he said, grab-

bing a fresh menhaden out of the
livewell. The cobia, also known
as ling and lemonfish, was
inside the rig structure, forcing
Rutland to make a pinpoint cast
just to the edge of a series of
brace pipes. The menhaden
splashed down and in a flash, the
cobia attacked.
Rutland hesitated to make sure

the bait had been inhaled, and
then he loaded up the rod to let
the modified circle hook do its
work. When the rod bowed, he
yelled, "Reverse, put the motor
in reverse."
With the tension of the rod and

the boat in reverse, Rutland was
able to keep the cobia from
swimming back into the rig and

OPINION:  Now What after Las
Vegas massacre? ... from sports page 4

its many sharp, line-cutting
edges.

After a morning of catching
undersized fish off the ships
anchored outside the mouth of
Mobile Bay, there was no doubt
this fish would easily surpass the
size limit of 33 inches fork
length, measured from the fork
of the tail to the tip of its snout.
The daily creel limit for cobia is
two fish per person.
After a few minutes, the 25-

pound cobia was flopping on the
deck of Rutland's bay boat, and
the day would only get better.
Normally, most anglers think of

cobia fishing as a spring endeav-
or when the fish are migrating
along the upper Gulf Coast after
spending the colder months in
south Florida. The fish then
hang around our area during the
summer months to fatten up on
the plentiful baitfish and crus-
taceans in Alabama waters. The
cobia don't head back south until
the fall, and Rutland discovered
a way to catch them a few years
ago.
"I guess it was about four years

ago, a friend of mine just hap-
pened to catch one on a shallow
reef in Mississippi Sound," said
Rutland, who specializes in
inshore species like speckled
trout and redfish. "I assumed
cobia was kind of an offshore
fish, so I decided to go look
around one day. I started looking
around channel marker buoys
and rigs. I ended up catching
three keepers the first time I
tried it. It was in September.
"September and early October

are my times to catch cobia near
the shore."

Our next stop was at one of
those channel marker buoys or
"cans" if you wish. We spotted
another keeper, and it didn't hes-

itate to take the bait. This fish
settled down fairly quickly after
being hooked, and I reeled it
slowly to the boat after a short
fight.
"You gonna gaff him?" I asked.
"He looks pretty green to me,"

said Rutland, hesitating to throw
a 35-pound cobia onto the front
of his boat for it to thrash
around. He decided to forgo his
reticence and quickly yanked the
fish in the boat as we kept our
distance until the thrashing was
over.
"We've got one more platform I

want to try before we head in,"
he said.

As he cut the throttle and
hopped onto the bow of the boat
to lower the trolling motor,
Rutland said, "Look at the fish."
A stream of cobia then swam

between the boat and the struc-
ture as Rutland counted to nine.
He picked out the largest one
and tossed one of the few
alewives that was in the livewell
in front of the fish. The fish
inhaled the bait as I threw the
outboard into reverse. After the
cobia made several trips around
the boat, Rutland finally got it
close enough for me to gaff the
fish. As I was struggling to get
the 40-pounder over the gun-
wale, Rutland gave a helping
hand, and the largest fish of the
day was soon added to the over-
stuffed fish bag.

Despite the fact we caught only
undersized fish around the
anchored ships last week,
Rutland prefers to start his cobia
trips around the ships that are
waiting their turns to enter the
Port of Mobile.

"The fish will sometimes get
pretty thick around the ships this
time of year," Rutland said. "My
favorite thing to do around the
ships is to freeline a live bait,
whether it's a croaker, an alewife
or pogey (menhaden)."
Rutland takes his cast net and

catches bait before he heads out
to the ships. The south side of
Fort Gaines has been his most
productive bait area. When he
gets a livewell full of bait, he
heads to the ships to start the
day. He uses a 40- to 60-pound
fluorocarbon leader on the same
size braided line or monofila-
ment with a 4/0 Owner Light
circle hook or 5/0 Owner live
bait hook.
He said fresh bait is crucial to

getting cobia, known for being
finicky at times, to take the bait.
He also uses a non-slip loop
knot to give the bait more free-
dom of movement.
"You've got to have a lively bait
with some erratic action," he

said. "If it doesn't look right, the
cobia will lose interest. I like for
the bait to look as free as possi-
ble. I think some of my success
is because of the loop knot.
"What I do around the ships is

when I cast the bait, I pull extra
line off the reel. You don't want
any tension on the line. If there's
any tension, the bait doesn't look
natural and the fish will leave it
alone."
Rutland focuses his attention to

the bow of the ship around the
anchor chain and the stern of the
ship near the screw (propeller).

"You want the bait to swim
down the bottom of the ship, and
that's where the cobia are usual-
ly hanging out – at the bottom of
the ship in the shade," he said.
"You never know what size fish
are going to be there. My philos-
ophy is bigger bait, bigger fish.
"If I get a fish hooked up, I'm

hollering for whoever is with me
to get another live bait hooked
up because nine times out of 10
there will be fish following the
one that's hooked. I've seen as
many as eight fish come out
with the one that was hooked."
Rutland checks anything float-

ing in nearshore waters or in the
south end of Mobile Bay. He's
found cobia around floating logs
as well as marker buoys, channel
marker pilings and range mark-
ers.
"If I come up to a structure and

spot a fish, I try to be as quiet as
I can," he said. "I then cast out in
front of the fish far enough that I
can get their paths to intersect. I
don't want to hit them in the
head with the bait because they
can spook.
"Then at other times, if I pull up
to a rig and don't see a fish, I'll
make a lot of noise. I'll rev up

the motor and slap the water
with my rod. Cobia are curious,
and sometimes they'll come up
to see what's going on."
With no cold fronts in sight and

the water temperature in the low
80s, Rutland said the cobia bite
could last through October.

"Until the water temperature
gets down to below 68 degrees, I
don't think the fish are going
anywhere," he said. "They're
here because there is so much
bait near the mouth of the bay,
and the cobia are just gorging
themselves to get ready for that
migration south to warm waters.
The early cold fronts that have
upper 50s as lows won't move
the fish. But when you get a cold
front with the lows in the 40s,
they'll be gone, for sure."
The only problem Rutland has

when October rolls around is
deciding which way to go, south
to the cobia or north to the
Mobile-Tensaw Delta for the
phenomenal fall fishing for
speckled trout and redfish.
"I get so enamored with the fall

fishing in the Delta that I some-
times forget about these ling at
the Island," he said. "When we
have a mild winter, it's a hard
decision."

***
For more information on char-

ter trips offered by Rutland, visit
www.coldbloodedfishing.com or
call 251-459-5077 for informa-
tion on charter trips. The
Fishing Wire welcomes your
comments.  Please send your
comments and suggestions to
frank@thefishingwire.com. 

ban dry up supplies. At that
point, retailers and speculators
raise prices.

After Sunday's horrific shooting,
will Las Vegas change its atti-
tude about SHOT Show?
Investors who drive stock prices
up immediately after a tragedy
aren't reflecting a fear in the
marketplace, they're anticipating
a response- based on past expe-
riences. But as the red-stripe on
a prospectus warns "past experi-
ence is no guarantee of future
performance". If the spike in
demand doesn't happen, the
speculators will either hold or
sell their purchases. 

But how will other, less obvious,
areas of the industry be impact-
ed? Take SHOT Show, for
instance.

Will SHOT even be welcome
back to Las Vegas? And what
changes should we anticipate in
the way exhibitors and attendees
are treated?

With a gunman having just used
the thirty-second floor of a hotel
as a sniper hide, you can bet the
hotels and their liability insurers
will be making moves to prevent
something like this ever happen-
ing again. 

But it is unlikely that the meas-
ures will be anything like those
taken in much of the rest of the
world - at least between now and
January. 

Having traveled as a reporter, I
can't imagine either the Venetian
or Pallazzo having security
increased to anything approach-
ing the King David Hotel in
Jerusalem or the hard-nosed pri-

vate security contractors like
those guarding hotels and casi-
nos in the Philippines. But it's
likely many more hotel security
personnel will be visible and
armed. 

It's a pretty safe bet that we've
also seen the last of exhibitors
rolling luggage carts full of gun
cases along the sidewalks of Las
Vegas. 

The discussion of banning
SHOT exhibitors from storing
their exhibition guns in hotel
rooms is already being under-
way in Las Vegas. 

We've reached out to officials in
Las Vegas as well as industry
officials. As you can imagine,
they're reluctant to say much -if
anything- at this point. But as
always, we'll keep you posted.

The 90-minute event will tour
through several downtown
landmarks in order to give a
brief history and overview of
Memphis, and introduce new
players to several of the
Grizzlies’ community partners
including: Grizzlies Prep
Charter School, Le Bonheur
Children’s Hospital ... 


