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MEMPHIS, TN – The Memphis
Grizzlies  announced the entire
Grizzlies roster, along with
Controlling Owner Robert Pera
and members of the ownership
team, have elected to participate
in the Grizzlies’ annual Tickets
for Kids program for the 2017-
18 season.
The program gives players and

ownership the opportunity to
purchase groups of tickets to
Grizzlies home games to be dis-
tributed to over 200 local chari-
ties and youth organizations
across the Mid-South. The tick-
ets are also given to local
schools to incentivize atten-
dance, academic achievement,
community service and other
personal and academic develop-
ments.  Through Tickets for
Kids, the Grizzlies aim to bring
youth around the Mid-South to
FedExForum this season to give
them the full Grizzlies basket-
ball experience. 
“There are so many young peo-

ple in Memphis who would not
have the opportunity to attend
Grizzlies games were it not for
the generosity of our players and
our ownership group,” says
Diane Terrell, vice president of

NY, NY -More than 100 stu-
dents from 33 Historically Black
College & Universities (HBCU)
will participate in the second
annual CAREERS IN FOOT-
BALL FORUM, as part of the
Celebration Bowl in Atlanta,
Georgia.  
“It is imperative for the future

of football that there is a sustain-
able pipeline of qualified, well-
educated candidates to fill the
many positions that make our
great game so successful,” said
TROY VINCENT, NFL execu-
tive vice president of Football
Operations. “Our partnership
with HBCUs is aimed at equip-
ping and providing networking
opportunities to those who have
a passion to pursue a career in
football.”
This year’s forum, December

14-15, will feature panel discus-
sions with NFL leadership and
club executives, mock-inter-
views facilitated by NFL Human
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champion Daniel Berger and 42-
time PGA TOUR winner Phil
Mickelson. Patients also held
the flag on the 18th hole during
Sunday’s final round and were
recognized by the announcer on
the green.  
For the sixth consecutive year,

FedEx dedicated a Cessna
Caravan aircraft in honor of a St.
Jude patient whose parent is a

FedEx team member. The 2017
honoree, Calvin, unveiled his
plane in front of a large crowd,
including past patient honorees,
during tournament week. FedEx
team members, along with other
members of the community, not
only volunteered during tourna-
ment week, they also participat-
ed in a peer-to-peer fundraising
initiative called Hours for St.

Jude presented by BlueCross
BlueShield of Tennessee. Over
the past five years, $620,000 has
been raised, including over
$174,000 in 2017. 

In total, St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital has received
more than $38 million since
1970 as a direct result of the
tournament’s efforts. 

“We are thrilled to be voted

Best Charity Integration on the
PGA TOUR once again in
2017,” said FedEx St. Jude
Classic Tournament Director
Darrell Smith. “This is the third
consecutive year we have won
this award, and it is just as spe-
cial as the very first one. Our

title sponsor FedEx plays a sig-
nificant role in this award and
allows us the platform to show-
case St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital across the
globe. I am confident our volun-
teers and partners will celebrate
this great honor.” 

The 2018 FedEx St. Jude
Classic, won for the second
straight time last year by Daniel
Berger, will be held June 4-10 at
TPC Southwind. 

The PGA TOUR is the leading
global platform in professional
golf, showcasing the highest
expression of excellence, both
on and off the course. The PGA
TOUR’s mission is to entertain
and inspire its fans, deliver sub-
stantial value to its partners, cre-
ate outlets for volunteers to give
back, generate significant chari-
table and economic impact in
the communities in which it
plays, grow and protect the
game of golf and provide finan-
cial opportunities for TOUR

players. 
The PGA TOUR co-sanctions

more than 130 tournaments on
the PGA TOUR, PGA TOUR
Champions, Web.com Tour,
PGA TOUR Latinoamérica,
Mackenzie Tour-PGA TOUR
Canada and PGA TOUR-China.
Members on the PGA TOUR
represent the world’s best play-
ers, hailing from 25 countries
(84 members are from outside
the United States). Worldwide,
PGA TOUR tournaments are
broadcast to more than 1.1 bil-
lion households in 227 countries
and territories in 23 languages.
Virtually all tournaments are
organized as non-profit organi-
zations in order to maximize
charitable giving. In 2016, tour-
naments across all Tours gener-
ated a record of more than $166
million for local and national
charitable organizations, bring-
ing the all-time total to $2.46
billion. 

Grizzlies announce team
participation annual in
Tickets for Kids program

“There are so many
young people in Memphis
who would not have the
opportunity to attend
Grizzlies games were it
not for the generosity of
our players and our own-
ership group,” says Diane
Terrell, vice president of
Social Responsibility for
the Memphis Grizzlies and
executive director of the
Grizzlies Foundation.
Social Responsibility for the
Memphis Grizzlies and execu-
tive director of the Grizzlies
Foundation. “We are extremely
proud of all of our players and
the community-focused culture
we have built across the
Grizzlies organization, one that
puts youth first.”

Below is a list of the players’
sections for Tickets for Kids:
Player Section
Player
Dillon’s Ducks
Dillon Brooks
Rio’s Soldiers
Mario Chalmers

Conley’s Crew
Mike Conley
DD’s Dreamers
Deyonta Davis
Ennis’ Believers
James Ennis III
Reke Havoc Zone
Tyreke Evans
Marc’s Entourage
Marc Gasol
Green’s Grinders
JaMychal Green
Andrew’s All-Stars
Andrew Harrison
Jarell’s Jammers
Jarell Martin
Mac 4 the Kids
Ben McLemore
Chandler’s Charms
Chandler Parsons
The Rabb Pack
Ivan Rabb
Selden’s Stars
Wayne Selden Jr.
Wright’s Risers
Brandan Wright

For more information on the
Memphis Grizzlies Foundation,
visit grizzliesfoundation.org or
follow the Grizzlies’ community
outreach and events on Twitter
(@GrizzCommunity).

NFL to host 2nd Annual Careers
in Football Forum for 33 HBCUs 
Students to hear from NFL executives and industry experts

Resources personnel, and skill-
building workshops. 
"Once again, the Mid-Eastern
Athletic Conference is honored
to partner with the NFL to pro-
vide opportunities for our stu-
dents during the week of the
Celebration Bowl," said MEAC
Commissioner DR. DENNIS E.
THOMAS. "Having the oppor-
tunity to network with NFL front
office, human resource and team
personnel who have walked in
the same shoes as our current
student-athletes is invaluable
and an experience that should
mold them as they achieve their
professional goals."
The Careers in Football Forum

is an extension of the NFL’s
broader partnership with the
HBCUs. Through the partner-
ship, the NFL and participating
institutions aim to provide qual-
ified individuals with the prepa-
ration and skills needed to
secure employment in profes-

sional football administration.
“The Southwestern Athletic

Conference is thrilled to have
forged and continued its partner-
ship with the NFL in a collabo-
rative effort to give our student-
athletes opportunities for profes-
sional development,” said
SWAC Commissioner DUER
SHARP.  “During the week of
the Celebration Bowl, our stu-
dent-athletes will have the
chance to expand their network
with esteemed professionals,
learn from thought leaders in the
NFL landscape, and potentially
propel their careers.”
Hosted in conjunction with the

2016 Celebration Bowl, the
inaugural NFL Careers in
Football Forum introduced 80
students and entry-level athletic
department administrators from
23 MEAC and SWAC institu-
tions to career opportunities in
professional football.

“We are thrilled to be voted
Best Charity Integration on
the PGA TOUR once again
in 2017,” said FedEx St.
Jude Classic Tournament
Director Darrell Smith.
“This is the third consecutive
year we have won this
award, and it is just as spe-
cial as the very first one. Our
title sponsor FedEx plays a
significant role in this award
and allows us the platform to
showcase St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital across the
globe. I am confident our
volunteers and partners will
celebrate this great honor.”

Is a puppy for your kids a good gift?
from sports page 3

equipment, engine and utility
vehicle manufacturers and sup-
pliers. OPEI is the advocacy
voice of the industry, and a rec-
ognized Standards Development
Organization for the American
National Standards Institute
(ANSI) and active international-
ly through the International

Organization for
Standardization (ISO) and the
International Electrotechnical
Commission (IEC) in the devel-
opment of safety and perform-
ance standards. OPEI is manag-
ing partner of GIE+EXPO, the
industry’s annual international
trade show, and the creative

force behind the environmental
education program, TurfMutt.com.
OPEI-Canada represents members
on a host of issues, including recy-
cling, emissions and other regulato-
ry developments across the
Canadian provinces. For more infor-
mation, visit www.OPEI.org.


