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Black history month is a time to
celebrate Americans whose
accomplishments are sometimes
overshadowed by the eye-catch-
ing negative news stories.
It was discomfiting to watch the
State of the Union address while
black congresspersons churlish-
ly sat with their arms crossed
even as President Trump
announced that black unemploy-
ment was at its lowest recorded
rate. This sort of behavior does
nothing except promote the
notion that rudeness and incivil-
ity is accepted congressional
protocol.

The employment news could
have been a great segue into
Black History Month. These
“resisters” could have trans-
formed a statistic into an oppor-
tunity to let their unquestionably
loyal constituents know that
ordinary black people can rise to
the top. 

Black leaders should help dis-
pel the myth that the only money
in the black community is in the
hands of sports figures and

HOUSTON, TX- February 1,
2018 -- Award-winning book
designer William Gordon aka
Bill Lee in posthumous collabo-
ration with former Neiman fel-
low, William Gordon, Sr.
announce the distinctive memoir
New Man Down South. 

Go behind the pages of the
Memphis World, Tuskegee
Institute's Service magazine,
newspaper PM and the New
York Star as Gordon, Sr. — for-
mer editor of the Atlanta Daily
World, one of the nation's fore-
most African-American newspa-
pers — gives one of the only

Realize that there’s more to Black
History than the issue of slavery

It was discomfiting to watch
the State of the Union
address while black con-
gresspersons churlishly sat
with their arms crossed even
as President Trump
announced that black unem-
ployment was at its lowest
recorded rate. This sort of
behavior does nothing except
promote the notion that rude-
ness and incivility is accept-
ed congressional protocol.

entertainers. Maybe they should
read Why Should White Guys
Have All the Fun?, the autobi-
ography of Reginald Lewis.
Lewis attended college on a
scholarship and Harvard Law
School, worked his way up in
the financial world of leverage
buy-outs and in 1987 bought
Beatrice International for $985
million. Renamed TLC Beatrice,
this snack food, beverage, and
grocery store conglomerate was
the largest black-owned and
managed business in the U.S.
Lewis’s philanthropy built the
Museum of Maryland African
American History and Culture.
The first major facility at

Harvard named in honor of an
African-American was the
Reginald F. Lewis International
Law Center.
Instead of stirring the racial and

gender identity victimization
pot, black leaders should display
the qualities that we would want
to develop in our children. Take
persistence in achieving one’s
aspirations, exemplified by
Bessie Coleman. She was the
daughter of sharecroppers who
became the first black American
female pilot and the first black
American to have an interna-
tional pilot license. Denied
admission to American flight
schools because she was black
and refused private training
because she was a woman, Ms.
Coleman was undeterred. She
learned French and in 1921 went
to a Paris flight school. She first
appeared in an American air
show in 1923 at an event honor-
ing veterans of the all-black
369th Infantry Regiment of
World War I. Before she could
fulfill her dream of starting a
flying school, she died in 1926
while practicing for an air show.
Lieutenant William J. Powell, a
decorated World War I veteran,
wrote, “Because of Bessie

Coleman, we have overcome
that which was worse than racial
barriers. We have overcome the
barriers within ourselves and
dared to dream.”
Congresspersons, tell your con-

stituents that prior to the
Reconstruction there were black
legislators, such as Matthias de
Souza of the Colonial Maryland
Legislature, 1641-1642 and
Alexander Twilight of the
Vermont Legislature, 1836-
1837. And as early as 1783 an
ex-slave, James Derham, could
become a skilled and respected
physician with a successful
practice, treating both black and
white patients.

None of these successes denies
the reality of social and health
issues affecting the poor and
some ethnic minorities. Despite
the Affordable Care Act (ACA),
non-elderly black Americans,
among others remain signifi-
cantly more likely than whites to
be uninsured. Disturbingly, a
degree of fear and distrust of
medical care exists in some
black Americans. A public hos-
pital focus-group study found
several contributing factors,
including an expectation of

Go behind pages
of Black Press in 
‘...Down South’
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Learning the history of Black History
By Vernon E. Ash,*,  

Senior Reporter/Columnist 
The Mid-South Tribune and

the  Black Information
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So that the contributions of
African Americans would be
properly represented and
observed, the first observance of
Negro History Week was spear-
headed in 1926 by the “Father of

Black History,” Dr. Carter G.
Woodson.  Dr. Woodson is the
author of the popular book, “The
Mis-Education of the Negro,”
published in 1933 and still
viewed today as an important
source and guidebook on the
behavior and mental condition
of African Americans. He was
born in 1875 and died in 1950. 
Other African Americans who
supported Dr. Woodson’s idea

collaborated with the black his-
tory scholar to choose the sec-
ond week of February as the
week to observe the special
Negro History Week. This
month and week were selected
because it is the week of the
birthdays of Frederick Douglass
and Abraham Lincoln, both
highly respected at the time. 
In 1915, Dr. Woodson founded
the Association for the Study of

Negro Life and History
(ASNLH) and began publishing
The Journal of Negro History a
year later. In the October 1927
edition of the Journal, Dr.
Woodson wrote passionately
about the significance of observ-
ing Negro History Week. “The
celebration tends not to promote
propaganda, but to counteract it
by popularizing the truth. It is
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In remembrance of

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

on this 50th Year of his death anniversary

(April 4, 1968 - April 4, 2018)

This is a photo of William Gordon, Sr. at the offices of the
Atlanta Daily World where he was employed as managing
editor from 1949 - 1958. (Photo courtesy of  Bill Lee)

first-hand accounts of the daily
operations of the Negro press. 
New Man Down South trans-
ports the reader back to the
South of the early 20th century.
Gordon, Sr. shares his personal
testimony of growing up in the
sharecropping fields of
Mississippi, to the segregated
streets of Memphis, to Atlanta at
the very beginnings of the civil
rights era. 
The narrative alongside photo-

graphs, advertisements, articles,
editorials and interviews with
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