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“The Freedom Schools” by Jon N. Hale is available at Amazon.com and retail 
outlets. Add it to your Black History and American History library .

Oprah at the Apollo premieres
Tuesday, February 27 (10 p.m. –
11 p.m. ET/PT) on OWN: Oprah
Winfrey Network. Check local
and cable listings for channel
designation.
In one-on-one conversations,
Oprah Winfrey discusses how
we can live a life filled with val-
ues, character, purpose and
meaning during the turbulent
times we live in. Guests include

Below is an excerpt by author
Leonce Gaiter from his podcast.

“Whites Shackled Themselves
to Race and Blacks Have Yet
to Free Ourselves” looks at the
cost the American descendants
of African slaves have paid for
continuing to see ourselves—
and this country—through the
black/white racial frame to

‘Whites Shackled Themselves to Race
and Blacks Have Yet to Free Ourselves’
book takes bold look at race in America

which whites shackled them-
selves centuries ago. It describes
the first steps to free ourselves
from their “race” shackles and
its attendant definition of the
black race, which consists of
negative stereotypes tied to skin
color. It discusses how to rede-
fine ourselves to ourselves as the
vital American cultural force
that we have become. It insists
that we use that elevated self-
image to teach ourselves to live
and thrive in the foundationally
racist America we have, as
opposed to the “colorblind”
inclusive fantasy to which some
pay lip service. Only then can
we move beyond our singular
focus on politics as a means to
progress.
In America, politics is neces-

sary, but it inevitably focuses on

"them," on convincing the
majority, redeeming them,
changing their behavior and per-
ceptions, or forcing them to con-
front their history of race hatred
and its legacy. Actively or reac-
tively, politics focuses on
"them." A focus inward—on
teaching ourselves our own,
unique American history and the
indelible American culture it’s
bred—can provide us with the
pride of cultural primacy that is

Imaginary dialogue with Booker T.
Washington ... from page 2
enjoying the kind of progress we
are witnessing today?

BTW: It still depends on how
one measures progress. I have
always maintained that “At the
bottom of education. At the bot-
tom of politics, even at the bot-
tom of religion itself, there must
be for our race  economic foun-
dation, economic prosperity,
economic independence.”

WL: Then you will agree that
the huge African American mid-
dle class does represent a
remarkable degree of progress.

BTW: I acknowledge the pres-
ence of the Negro middle class,
but I do not see too many mem-
bers of this class as advocates of
the Christian order of “”be thy
brother’s keeper.” The Talented
Tenth have no souls.

WL: You are not recognizing
what they had to go through in
order to lift themselves up.

BTW: “A sure way for one to
lift himself up is by helping to
lift someone else.”
WL: But look at it this way, Mr.
Washington. The elevation of
African Americans to middle
class status has in effect elevated
the whole race.
BTW: I fail to see how their ele-
vation has contributed to real
economic progress. I predicted
in 1895 that “We shall contribute
one-third to the business and
industrial prosperity of the
South, or we shall constitute
one-third and more of the igno-
rance and crime.”

WL: Hold on now! Our middle
class can’t be blamed for igno-
rance and crime in America. The
blame falls on the white man’s
discriminatory acts against us—
both covert and overt acts. And
this is why some African
Americans protest and demon-
strate strong dislike for white
people.

BTW: “I used t be a hater of the

white man, but I soon learned
that hating the white man did not
do him any harm.

WL: Maybe so, Mr.
Washington. But you can admit
that the white man has much
hopelessness in our race, and
hopelessness is one reason for
crime, poverty and high unem-
ployment.
BTW: Our high unemployment
rate is due to the fact that the
Negro is not a job producing
race of people. The Negro today
is not even a substantial con-
sumer of goods and services
offered by his own Negro busi-
nesses. We are a weak people
economically because we have
long been asleep on matters of
economics.

WL: Asleep! What do you mean
asleep?

BTW: I am saying that the
Negro has somehow ignored
those factors which are neces-
sary to advance the body of
socio-economics.  “No race can
accomplish anything ‘til its
mind is awakened.”

WL: Now, now, Mr.
Washington. You can’t really
mean that the sum total of our
educators, our politicians, our
clergy, and members of our mid-
dle class are all sleep?

BTW: Economically speaking,
yes. Read the books in this
library with reference to the
Negro. Not the books on sports,
dancing, singing or those on
how well the Negro can protest
against the behavior of the white
man. Read the books analyzing
the pecuniary conduct of the
Negro.

WL: Money spending conduct?
But I don’t believe any of those
books will conclude that African
Americans are sleep.

BTW: Read this study. You will
find that the Negro middle class
earns in excess of $190 billion a

year. Yet this middle class has
not awakened to the fact that in
order to be real brothers’ keep-
ers, it must, in concerted efforts,
invest some of those billions for
the purpose of producing jobs.

WL: Are you saying that the
middle class should become job
producers of the African
American race?

BTW: Yes. The billions of the
Negro Middle class can be
invested in industrial research,
utilizing those Negroes with
inventive talents. Some invested
in factories to produce the items
invented. Some invested in
warehouses and other modes of
distribution in both wholesale
and retail outlets. In the process,
unemployment will go down-
ward. Casting down our bucket
in commerce is as fruitful now
as it was in 1895.

WL: Maybe you are not aware,
Mr. Washington, that there are
African American businesses of
all sorts throughout this country.

BTW: But how many of those
businesses employ more than
1,000 workers? Very few. Most
of our businesses are small. We
need big businesses.

WL:  Big businesses, I’m told,
can be risky business. So how
can you expect the middle class
to invest their money in risky
ventures, especially when so
many laws do not favor us?

BTW: “Dependence upon law
alone will not accomplish every-
thing.

WL: Without laws that are
color-blind, Mr. Washington, we
cannot accomplish anything in
this country.

BTW: “It is important that all of
the privileges of the law be ours,
but it is vastly more important
that we be prepared for the exer-
cise of those privileges.”

Please see page  6

Home Depot secures  HBCU
Battle of the Brains title
sponsorship... from page 2
tion drew seven teams from
HBCUs across the country and
crowned Paul Quinn College as
the HBCUBOTBrains first win-
ner. "We are extremely excited
about our next competition.
With the addition of our title
sponsor, The Home Depot, we
anticipate seeing a significant
increase in the number of teams
from last year's inaugural
event," said Gregory Gibson Jr.,
founder and executive director,
HBCU Battle of the Brains. "We
purposely time the
HBCUBOTBrains competition
in March to provide the unique
opportunity to engage some of
the best and brightest among
HBCU students with employers

around the global icons conver-
gence of the South by Southwest
(SXSW Conference &

Festival."
For more information, visit

https://hbcubattleofthebrains.co
m/. Follow them on Twitter:
@hbcubotbrains and Instagram:
@ h b c u b o t b r a i n s .
#HBCUBOTBrains

The National Black MBA
Association Austin Chapter pro-
vides access to qualified, diverse
individuals; continuous profes-
sional development; and educa-
tional, career, networking and
entrepreneurial opportunities,
resulting in economic develop-
ment for Central Texas mem-
bers, partners and the 

"We are extremely excited
about our next competi-
tion. With the addition of
our title sponsor, The
Home Depot, we antici-
pate seeing a significant
increase in the number of
teams from last year's
inaugural event," said
Gregory Gibson Jr.,
founder and executive
director, HBCU Battle of
the Brains. 

Cover of Leonce Gaiter’s latest book, “Whites Shackle
Themselves to Race and Blacks Have Yet to Free our-
selves” is available in retail stores and online.

In America, politics is
necessary, but it inevitably
focuses on "them," on con-
vincing the majority,
redeeming them, changing
their behavior and percep-
tions, or forcing them to
confront their history of
race hatred and its legacy.
Actively or reactively, pol-
itics focuses on "them." A
focus inward—on teaching
ourselves our own, unique
American history and the
indelible American culture
it’s bred...

the birthright of every Afro-
American child. It can move us
beyond forever reacting to the
race shackles clamped on us
centuries ago and provide what
every major culture boasts—a
self-determined pedestal on
which stand, built on the men
and women who came before,
and independent of others' con-
scious or unconscious race-
based preconceptions, preju-
dices, or hatreds.

Watch for The Mid-South Tribune’s Special Edition Commemorating 
the 50th Anniversary of the Death of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Coming in April 2018

‘Oprah at the Apollo’ airs on
OWN: Oprah Winfrey Network

Salma Hayek Pinault, Oscar
nominated actress, film produc-
er and dedicated activist;
Stephen Colbert, host of “The
Late Show” and New York
Times bestselling author; Lin-
Manuel Miranda, writer and star
of the Broadway blockbuster
“Hamilton” for which he was
awarded the Pulitzer Prize; Yara
Shahidi of “Black-ish” and star
of spin-off “Grown-ish,” outspo-

ken advocate for educating girls
and encouraging millennials to
vote; Trevor Noah, comedian,
political commentator, best-
selling author and host of “The
Daily Show” and Jordan Peele,
producer, writer and director of
the Oscar nominated film “Get
Out” that sparked a national dia-
logue on race.


