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WWhen Christmas  brings you the best and worst and delivers you the bonus of the Great Recession, can you keep
your family together?   “Forgiving  Christmas” by Arelya J. Mitchell is  a contemporary novel wrapped in symbolic
twists and the reality that ‘life’ happens and what happens  transcends all seasons.  

1.Harriet Tubman is known as
the “Moses” of her people. She
was the ‘conductor’ of the
Underground Railroad, which
freed hundreds of slaves.
2.Monrovia is named after
President Monroe. It was found-
ed in 1822 and is he capital of

A historical list of early TN lawmakers ... from page 5

The history of Black History
from page 3
not interested so much in Negro
History as it is in history influ-
enced by the Negro; for what the
world needs is not a history of
selected races or nations but the
history of the world void of
national bias, race hate, and reli-
gious prejudice,” Dr. Woodson
wrote. “There has been, there-
fore, no tendency to eulogize the
Negro, nor to abuse his enemies.
The aim has been to emphasize
important facts in the belief that
facts properly set forth will
speak for themselves.” With
the strong support of educators,
ministers and community lead-
ers around the nation, the first
Negro History Week proved to
be a tremendous success. Each
group and institution took
responsibility to initiate its own
programs and forums to fit their
particular needs in their local
communities.  The popular use
of the word “Negro” was
replaced in the 1960s with
“Black” and “Afro-American”.
This new trend also forced a
change in the name of the
ASNLH. During its 1972 con-
vention, delegates changed its

name to the Association for the
Study of Afro-American Life
and History (ASALH). Negro
History Week was then changed
to Black History Week.  During
the nation’s Bicentennial cele-
bration in 1976, the ASALH
joined the focus on American
history and decided to expand
the observance of Black History
Week to include the entire

month of February. This was
done to afford more time for
activities focusing on the broad
contributions of African
Americans to the rich history of
America and the world.  Black
History Month has survived sev-
eral decades and continues to
grow throughout the U.S. with a
variety of activities and com-
memorations that place the great
contributions of Africans (being
the original human creation) and
African Americans on center
stage.  This month in addition to
local community celebrations
and activities observing Black
History Month, numerous tele-
vision specials, movies, books,
magazine articles and other fea-
tures will focus on the “stolen
legacy” of Black History.            

*** 
*The late Vernon E. Ash was a

Senior Reporter and Op/ED
contributor of The Mid-South
Tribune and Black Information
Highway staff. This article first
appeared in The Mid-South
Tribune in February 1996. 

WL: Now, we are prepared.
More than ever, we are prepared.

BTW: But above all being pre-
pared is the consciousness of
being prepared. I am saying that
not until the Negro is awakened

to the fact of his preparedness
can he fully, foster economics
progress in what you call

African American.
WL: Then the conscious thrust
of the middle class should be
self-directed toward economic
empowerment?
BTW: Yes. “No race that has
anything to contribute to the
markets of the world is long in
any degree ostracized.”
WL: You said that 100 years
ago, Mr. Washington.
BTW: I was trying to make my
race aware that “Nobody cares
anything for a man that hasn’t
something that somebody
wants.”

WL: You know, Mr.
Washington, I’m really pleased
to have chatted with you, and I

Imaginary dialogue with Booker
T. Washington ... from page 4

scapegoat  for  the  difficulties
facing  the  White  working  and
small  farming  classes.    

“If  it  wasn’t  for  them
Negroes,  we  White  folks
wouldn’t  be  havin’ all  these
survival  problems.”    

Nevertheless,   history   tells
us  that   Tennessee  Black    leg-
islators    were   very-much-so
men  of  ability  and  experience;
and  with  genuine  influence  in
the  communities  in  which  they
lived.  
This was especially true during

the 1880’s.  At least half of these
new legislators had university
educations.  They were lawyers,
school teachers, businessmen -
one a minister. Seven of  the
thirteen  Black  legislators  had
had  previous  experience  in
public  service  on  the federal,
state,  or  local  level.  

The first Black elected was
Sampson W. Keeble of
Nashville,  a  barber  and  busi-
nessman.   Also  from  Davidson
county   was  Thomas  A.  Sykes,
a  federal  tax  collector  who
had  served  in  the  North
Carolina  State  Legislature
before  coming  to  Tennessee.

David F. Rivers, and N.W.
Gooden, both landowners were
elected from Fayette county.
John W. Boyd, businessman was
elected  from  Tipton  County.
Thomas F. Cassells, a lawyer
who  had  attended  Oberlin  col-
lege;  and Greene E. Evans, a
graduate of Fisk University, a
businessman  and  a  school
teacher  were  two  of  five
elected  from  Shelby  County. 

The others elected from Shelby
county were businessman  Leon
Howard,  landowner  Isaac  F.
Norris and   school  teacher
William  A.  Fields.  

William  C.  Hodge had
served  on  the  Chattanooga
City  Council  prior  to  his  elec-
tion  to  the  legislature,   and
Styles  L.  Hutchings,  also  from
Hamilton  county  was  a  lawyer
and  an  editor  of  a
Chattanooga  newspaper.        

It should be pointed out that
during this period no Black
Tennessean was  elected to the
United States Congress. This did
not occur until 100 years later.

Perhaps the most famous of
the Black legislators in
Tennessee, Samuel A.
McElwee  of  Haywood  county,
served  in  the  Tennessee  House
of  Representative  from 1883
through  89.   During  his  three
terms  as  law  maker,  he

emerged  as  one  of  the  most
active  member of the  legisla-
ture -   nominated  Speaker  of
the  House  in  1885. 

McElwee  was  born  in
Madison  County.    At  age  six-
teen  he  was  teaching  in
Haywood  county. A year later,

he entered Oberlin College, pay-
ing his expenses by working
menial jobs.  In 1878, McElwee
enrolled at Fisk University.  He
also worked on a  law  degree  at
Central  Tennessee  College  in
Nashville.
He  was  the  last  rural  west

Tennessee  African  American
outside  of  Shelby  County  to
hold  a  State  House  seat   in
112   years; that is, not until  the
election  of  J. W.  Shaw of
Hardeman County, (Dist.  80),
on November 7,  2000.               

Although  the  influence  of

During its 1972 conven-
tion, delegates changed its
name to the Association
for the Study of Afro-
American Life and History
(ASALH). Negro History
Week was then changed to
Black History Week.
During the nation’s
Bicentennial celebration
in 1976, the ASALH joined
the focus on American his-
tory and decided to
expand the observance of
Black History Week to
include the entire month of
February. 

Do You Know This  about Black History?
Liberia.  
3.Nelson Mandela became the
first Black president of South
Africa on May 10, 1994.
4. Bessie Coleman was the first
African American woman to fly
a plane.  
5.The Black Codes made it

against the law to teach a slave
to read and write. 

6.Thurgood Marshall was the
first African American to serve
on the Supreme South from
1967 to 1991.

Watch for The Mid-South Tribune’s Special Edition commemorating the 50th Anniversary of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Death on April 4, 1968 ... coming in April 2018

But above all being prepared is
the consciousness of being pre-
pared. I am saying that not until
the Negro is awakened to the
fact of his preparedness can he
fully, foster economics progress
in what you call African
American.

can say now, it’s a shame that
our leaders didn’t listen to you.

BTW: Well, one thing is certain,
the Japanese did.

***
This article by the late William

M. Larsha, Sr. was initially
printed in The Mid-South
Tribune Special Edition on the
100th Anniversary of Booker T.
Washington High School, on
October 2, 1998. The late
William M. Larsha, Sr. served as
a Senior Political Columnist for
The Mid-South Tribune and the
Black Information Highway.
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This was especially true during
the 1880’s.  At least half of these
new legislators had university
educations.  They were lawyers,
school teachers, businessmen -
one a minister. Seven of  the
thirteen  Black  legislators  had
had  previous  experience  in
public  service  on  the federal,
state,  or  local  level. .

Black  legislators  in  the
Tennessee  General  Assembly
was  not  strong,  the  legislation
they  did sponsored;  the  argu-
ments  they  did present;  and
the  votes  they did  cast;  all
highlighted  distinct  issues.


