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Cornerback Kobee Minor
selected by New England
Patriots in the NFL Draft

Kobee Minor

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — University
of Memphis cornerback Kobee
Minor was selected with the 41st
pick (257th overall) in the sev-
enth round of the 2025 NFL
Draft by the New England Patri-
ots on Saturday afternoon. With
his selection, he earns the honor
of being named “Mr. Irrelevant”
— a title given annually to the
final pick of the NFL Draft.

Minor’s selection made him the
first Tiger drafted since 2022
when former Tigers Dylan Par-
ham (3rd round / 90th overall)
and Calvin Austin III (4th round
138th overall) were both picked.
At least one Tiger has been se-
lected in 10 of the past 12 NFL
Drafts, with 16 players being
taken over that span.

In 2024, Minor totaled 38 tack-
les, seven tackles-for-loss, six
pass breakups and a pair of
forced fumbles as a key piece of
the Tiger defense.

Minor helped the Tigers to an

11-2 record last season as Mem-
phis defeated West Virginia in
the Scooter's Coffee Frisco Bowl
to cap off back-to-back double-
digit win seasons for the first
time in program history and se-
cure 11-plus wins for just the

Minor helped the Tigers to
an 11-2 record last season|
as Memphis defeated Wesf
Virginia in the Scooter's
Colffee Frisco Bowl to cap|
off back-to-back double-
digit win seasons for the
first time in program his-
tory and secure 11-plus
wins for just the second
time.

second time.

For complete information on
Memphis Tigers Football, visit
www.GoTigersGo.com and fol-
low the team's social media
channels on Twitter, Instagram
and Facebook.
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Six former Tigers ink contracts
with NFL following 2025 Draft

MEMPHIS, Tenn., April 28,
2025 — The University of Mem-
phis football team had a total of
six players (QB Seth Henigan,
LB Chandler Martin, WR Roc
Taylor, WR Demeer Blankum-
see, TE Anthony Landphere, CB
Davion Ross) sign with NFL or-
ganizations as free agents follow-
ing the 2025 NFL Draft over the
weekend.

They join cornerback Kobee
Minor who was selected by the
New England Patriots with the
41st pick (257th overall) in the
seventh round to make a total of
seven Tigers who will have a
chance to play at the next level.

Memphis all-time leading
passer Seth Henigan is headed
to The Sunshine State after sign-
ing a deal with the Jacksonville
Jaguars. The four-year starter
ended his career 13th in NCAA
history with 14,266 yards and
tied for most touchdown passes
in American Athletic Conference
history (104). Henigan’s name is
atop the all-time Memphis record
book in nearly every passing sta-
tistic.

In his final two seasons as a
Tiger, Henigan — the winningest
quarterback in program history —
helped lead Memphis to back-to-
back 10-plus win seasons and a
pair of bowl championships over
Big 12 opponents (2023 Auto-
Zone Liberty Bowl vs. lowa
State; 2024 Scooter’s Coffee
Frisco Bowl vs. West Virginia).

Chandler Martin will join a
top 10 defense from a season ago
after signing with the Baltimore
Ravens. In 2024, Martin led the
Tigers in tackles for the second
year in a row, totaling 111 stops
with 16 tackles for loss and seven
sacks while ranking second in the
country with four fumble recov-
eries. Martin's 111 tackles ranked

29th in FBS while his 16 tackles
for loss ranked top 15 nationally.
He recorded 10-plus tackles on
five occasions and was named an
Honorable Mention All-Ameri-
can by Phil Steele.

The Lithonia, Georgia, native
was named Defensive MVP of
the 2024 Scooter’s Coffee Frisco
Bowl after recording a season-
high 17 tackles vs. the Mountain-
eers and tying Shareef White's
record for most total tackles in
Memphis bowl history.

Roc Taylor inked a contract
with the Pittsburgh Steelers
after four seasons in Mempbhis.
His breakout junior season in
2023 saw him become the fifth
1,000-yard receiver in program
history, recording 1,083 yards on
69 catches. The 6-foot-3 Taylor
followed it up with 950 yards on
66 catches in 2024 and was
named First Team All-AAC.

Taylor logged 12 games of 85-
plus receiving yards between
2023 and 2024, including eight
catches for 102 yards in the
AutoZone Liberty Bowl triumph
over lowa State and five grabs
for 116 yards in the victory over
West Virginia in the Frisco Bowl.
Taylor joins former Tiger and
2022 fourth-round pick Calvin
Austin III in the Pittsburgh re-
ceiving room.

Demeer Blankumsee signed
with the New England Patriots,
joining former Tiger Antonio
Gibson in Foxborough, along
with Memphis’ lone 2025 draft
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Memphis all-time leading
passer Seth Henigan is|
headed to The Sunshine
State after signing a deal
with the Jacksonville Jag-
uars. The four-year starten]
ended his career 13th in
INCAA history with 14,266
vards and tied for mosf
touchdown passes in Amer-
ican Athletic Conference
history (104). Henigan's,
name is atop the all-time
Memphis record book in
nearly every passing statis-
tic.

pick Kobee Minor. In two sea-
sons in Memphis, the wideout
caught 98 passes for 1,578 and
was named to the 2023 Third
Team All-AAC.

Blankumsee had a career day
against UTSA on November 2,
hauling in six catches for 142
yards and two touchdowns. The
Cincinnati native also tallied 57
receptions for 677 yards and four
touchdowns at Toldeo from
2020-22.

Tight end Anthony Landphere
signed with the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers. The 6-foot-5 pass-

Please see sports page 4

2025 NFL
Draft
delivers
2nd most
watched Day
1 ever!

Average Audience of 13.6 Mil-
lion Viewers (TV+Digital) —
Up +11% Versus 2024

GREEN BAY — April 25, 2025
— Round 1 coverage of the 2025
NFL Draft in Green Bay was
seen by an average audience of
13.6 million viewers (TV+Digi-
tal) last night across ESPN, NFL
Network, ABC, ESPN Deportes
and digital channels — up +11%
versus Round 1 of the 2024 NFL
Draft (12.3 million) and the sec-
ond most-watched Day 1 on
record behind only 2020 (15.5
million).
All seven rounds of the 2025
NFL Draft are being presented
across ABC, ESPN and NFL
Network — the seventh straight
year that The Walt Disney Com-
pany is working with the Na-
tional Football League to offer a
multi-network presentation of
the Draft.

On Thursday night, 205,000
fans attended Round 1 in Green
Bay.

Meet some of
BIHMST Sports
Correspondents

William M. Larsha, Jr.

Ashley Braun Gendek

BIHMST Travelers, join
correspondents
William M. Larsha, Jr.
and Ashley Braun Gendek
in their sports coverage of
University of
Memphis Tigers, Memphis
Grizzlies, TN Titans,
Southern Heritage Classic,
FedEx St. Jude Champion-
ship, Memphis Showboats,
UFL, NFL, Soccer and more
on
The Mid-South Tribune and
the Black Information
Highway at
blackinformationhighway.
com
Welcome, Travelers!
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Contemporary Arts Memphis
I(CAM) Founder Derek Ford—l
jour Hosts Invitational Exhibit
IMay 1-29 ... see sports-Ent. 6 I
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Tributes Paid to Lulu Roman ofj
Hee Haw Fame... see sports-

IDOD Brings Back Dischargedl
Service Members

IProﬁle: Medal of Honor Recip—l
ient Capt. Michael Estocin see
articles on sports-Military 2
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Winchester Chevrolet in Amer-
Ilcan Speedway... see sportsl
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Showboats become the first
team to defeat Birmingham

at home, picking up their
first victory of the season

Memphis becomes the first team
to defeat Birmingham at home in
two years.

BIRMINGHAM, ALA , April

25, 2025— The Memphis Show-
boats earned their first win of the
season in dramatic fashion Fri-
day night, defeating the Birming-
ham Stallions 24-20 in an
overtime shootout at Protective
Stadium.
Memphis (1-4) snapped Birm-
ingham’s (3-2) two-year home
win streak and handed the de-
fending UFL champions their
first at-home loss since 2023.

In the UFL’s overtime format —
three alternating 2-point conver-
sion attempts per team — the

Showboats struck first, aided by
back-to-back Birmingham pen-
alties. Memphis stopped the
Stallions on their opening try,
and after both teams came up
empty on their second attempts,
Dresser Winn connected with
Dee Anderson on a successful
third attempt, securing the vic-
tory for the *Boats.

Winn, making his first start in
nearly 900 days dating back to
his time at UT-Martin, finished
17-0f-29 for 235 yards and a
touchdown. He opened the game
with a strike to Anderson for a
78-yard TD, giving Memphis an
early 8-0 lead after a successful
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